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- TRINTAS CREATIUNS Designer Joasinho Tn’*"
dancers who are sporting his creations at Brazil's training base in Ozoir la Ferriere on June 21.

A clash of contrast

MARSEILLE, Jun 22 (AP):
For Norway, the choice is sim-
ple: beat Brazil or risk elimina-
tinn from the World Cup. The
defending champions are out
for some fun, practice — and
maybe a little revenge.

Although first and second in
Group A, the two teams seem
h:ad:sd in opposite directions as
the prepare to meet Tuesday
night in the group's final quali-

fying g

'ﬁn Brazilians are on an as-
‘cendant curve. After a s 2-
1 victory over Scotland, t
steamrolled Morocco 3-0 to
clinch first place with an in-
surmountable six points.

The moud]al gbe camp
is co jously u at. Players
talk about “guilding mnmﬁ-
tum” and being "on a roll" as
they look ahead to Italy of Chile
as a possible adversary in the
_next mth
* For the Nurweﬂans nothing
is going right though un-
beaten in their last 16 matt:h!:a
they managed only a disap-
pointing 2-2 tie with Morocco
and a 1-1 draw with Scotland.

That means they probabl
have to defeat Brazil to reac
the second round for the first
time in their history, although

Italy:
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they could squeak by with a tie
if Scutland and Morocco also
tie.

Not that a victory is un-
thinkable. The Norwegians beat
Brazil 4-2 in a friendly match
last year, and before the Cup
they trounced Denmark, Mex-
ico and Saudi Arabia by a com-
bined 13-2. FIFA ranks them
No. 4 in the world.

But first they have to find
the ¢ause of their mysterious
ah.m And no one seems to

clue.

"It‘a not easy to explain,”
said Chelsea striker Andre Tore
Flo, dubhedu;]ﬂunaa?n after
SCO two s in the victory
Dverﬂggazﬂ SW: re not satisfied
so far either.”

"l can’t really find any rea-
son,” shrugged defender Dan
Eggen. "There's always a danger
you become an you ac-
tually are because of training

‘game results.”

Norway will likely keep do-

what it does best —

s and an aerial game ﬁ
to the 1.93 metre [B—!’unt-d]

It may be predictable and bor-
ing, but it works — or has
WO so far

Meanwhile, Brazil is prepar-

Beat Austria
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ing some surprises.

With the: suspension of mid-
fielder Cesar Sampaio, who
picked up his second yellow
card against Morocco, coach
Mario allo got a rare oppor-
tunity to experiment during the

"It's an atypical game.," he
admitted. "l can take any risk
without a risk, understand?”

The formation he came up
wttlnf last week was the answ';:r
to fans' prayers. Leonar q
moved bu:f to cover Sampalio's
slot and Denilson, the 20-year-
old dribbling dervish who is
headed for Spain's Betis, moved
in as a virtual third striker
alongside Ronaldo and Bebeto.

Zagallo refused to confirm
the change, saying he might

simply use Emerson, Sampaio's

immediate backup. " won't give

'WE:?.:‘]JOI'IE to the adversary.” he

But 0 makes no secret
that Denilson will get playing
time, even if it's coming off the
bench. And Denilson promises
he's up to the task.

"l want to make those drib-
bles that drive the ‘gringos’
crazy,”" he said. "Violence
doesn't intimidate me. The big-
ger the back, the harder he

or face BraZII

PARIS, June 22: Italy need to
show their killer instinct here
tomorrow, when they take on
Autria in a crucial match for
their World Cup campaign, re-

AFP.
- Victory will ensure they fin-

ish top of Group B and avoid

Brazil in the second round, any-
thing less, and Cesare Maldlnj'
men risk either a tangle with
the holders, or even an early
flight home on Wednesday
morning.

The deciding factor will be
whether Italy's all-star attack
led by wﬂrld Cup hit-man
Christian Vieri gets the right
st:jppurt from the rest of the
si

L{n have taken early leads
in bu their matches so far.
But have failed to follow up
with the killer blow of a second
goal, instead of moving for-
wards, their much criticised
midfield has gone into reverse
gear.

As a result, they narrowly
avoided defeat in a 2-2 draw
with Chile and could easil
have finished up drawing wi
Cameroon before a late double
from Vieri finally sank the
Africans 3-0.

The father and son team of
coach Cesare and skipper Paolo
Maldini have spent the past
week telling the side that they
just need to believe in them-

selves to go far in this tourna-

ment.
Maldini snr warned them:

"We have to get better.
If we don't, we'll then have no
to achieve.
"But to do %reat things, a
team have to fee ﬂmtthcyarea
t team."”

If Italy can find that killer
instinct at the Stade de France,
they clearly have the players up
front who can bury the unim-

ve Austrians.

Vieri said: "I'm a striker and
scoring goals is my job. And one
thing is for sure, I'm not stop-
ping at three goals, I've got to
make the most of being on
form.”

To lend 3ugpurt to Vieri up
front, Maldini has the luxury of
choosing between Alessandro
Del Piero and his 31-year-old
understudy Roberto

Baggio.
Still returning from a thigh+ very

inu , and facing a match
could well be played in
sa ping afternoon heat, Del

Ficrn is unlikely to last 90
minutes.

The choice is therefore be-
tween a repeat of the Cameroon

lan — an hour for Baggio and
alf an hour for Del Piero — or
vice versa.

Del Piero wants to start to-
morrow and the coach, who has
long tipped
as a s{ar_ pf the tournament,

el

'‘born —

the Juventus striker

mbat:l%o
th AS Roma's Luigj di Bi-
o ha wrested Demetrio

rtini’'s slot in central mid-

field Maldini must decide
whether to switch the AC Milan

lynchpin to an unfamiliar po- -

sition on the left, or give the
role to a natural left midfielder
like Chelsea's Roberto di Mat-
teo.

Whatever he decides, the 66-
year-old knows that Austria
~will not simply roll over and
play dead. Having twice earned
a 1-1 draw in the closing sec-
onds, Herbert Pohaska's side
will not give up without a fight.

Austria haven't beaten Italy
since 1960, well before any of
the current teams were even
including veteran ace
Toni Polster, who is due to col-
lect a record-b O5th cap.
"I don't think that counts lor
much,” said Prohaska.
"But if Austria were to win, it
would go down in our hiatur:,r
like the time we beat West Ger-
many in the 1978 World Cup in
Argentina.”

e went on: "We made a lot of
mistakes against Chile and
Cameroon. But we worked hard
and kept running, and were able
to sort !Lhinja out in the end."

The challenge facing Italy is
to make sure Austria don't get a
chance to sort things out a third
time.
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(C) shows the Flttﬂl"}" sign while being flanked by two samba

— AFP photo

falls.”
- AJI';uthkerl change is likel H

e back line. Starting ftull-
backs Aldair and Jurunr%a.lam
have one yellow card. which
will be erased in the next round.
But il either picks up a second
yellow against Norway he will
miss the next game — when the
loser goes home.

Zagallo's solution, also not
confirmed, is to sit out one
starter aﬁa.lnst Norway, In the
Jeam’'s f(inal scrimmage on
Sunday, Goncalves replaced Al-
dair alongside Junior Bajano.

Making his Cup debut
against the Norwegian air game
dnedsn'l. worry him, Goncalves
said.

“They have the height ad-
vantage, but we have the
ball touch, speed. mobility,
said. "We have to use uur
weapons and see who's better."

And if the need to win doesn't
exist for Brazil, the desire for a
little payback does. The
Norwegians' crowing after last

year's win still sticks in Brazl's
craw.

*"Ihey have a history with
us,” said Leonardo. "Maybe it's
time to revert that history with
a win."”

Negative or
positive!

JERUSALEM, Jun 22: Over a
uarter of Israelis reckon the
orld Cup has put clams on

their sex lives, AFP.

A su said 26 per cent of
Israelis complained that time
spent watching up to three
matches a day had reduced the
number of times they had sex,
Israeli military radio reported
Sunday.

But nine per cent said all the

football was actu making

them feel more on.
Another negative World Cup

side effect that was an

increased in tension between
couples claimed by 16 per cent
of asked.

The poll surveyed the o
ions of a representative -
tion of 500 people from the ls-
raeli Jewish community with a
4.5 per cent margin of error.
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Blatter’s
rebuttal

PARIS, June 22 (AFP/ Inter-
net): FIFA president Sepp Blat-
ter dismissed claims on Mon-
day that Germany had offered
to withdraw from the World Cup
following the brutal attack on a
French policeman by German

fans.
"There was talk of possible

sanctions and 1 immediately

dismissed such an idea. But no

one offered to withdraw. It was

never even discussed," said .
Blatter after an emergency

FIFA meeting about Sunday's

violence.

LIE” "ON M

he Deily Star

[Panians hijack
Yankeg hopes ¥

LYON, France, June 22
{R:ut:ru}.ﬁ?} Iran and the

United States have barely spoke

to each other politically 19
years, so how about this for a
loud and clear:

Iran 2, United States 1.

Using a pair of goals against
the run of play, Iran van-
quished their 19

in the most politically

match of the World Cup Sunday
night to k their slim hopes
alive while ending the

Americans’' changes.

With both teams having lost
their opening matches, the US-
Iran game was almost exclu-
sively for pride.

Iran took the lead after 40
minutes through midfielder
Hamid Estili and doubled their
tally
when Mehdi Mahdavikia sent a
stinging right-foot shot past
startled goalkeeper Kasey
Keller.

A fumbled goal by Brian
McB just re the whistle
all the US to claw one back
but came too late to salvage a
draw for the Americans who
had earlier been unlucky when
they hit the woodwork three
times.

"l thank God for havin
helped US,” said Iranian coac
Jalal Talebi.

"Technically they were over
us and dominated most of the
Eime They deserved to win too,

t at the end of the only
one team can win and it was our
chance to be the winning team,”
Talebi added.

It was the Iranian’'s first ever

win in a World Cup finals.
 For the United States, who
also loSt their ' er against

Germany, it meant an exit
from the tournament.
The Iranians’ first strike

came when the unmarked Estili |
header off a

sent in a looping
perfect Javad Zarrinchen cross.
The second came am:r Mah-

e | inside the Amefcan half and

rﬂ.’llltmmhﬂllgmgedtuﬂl:

of the box before crashing Itl

home, Keller just his fingers
to the ball but not keep it
oul.

The final goal was scored in

a tumble of bodies with second
half substitute Naim Saadavi
unable keep the ball out as the

tlcall achargzg

six minutes from time

_Fuahad everyone forward.

he technically superior
Iranians, who lost their reopen-
ing game against Yugoslavia 1-

0. are now ranked one point be-
hind joint group leaders Ger-
many and Yugoslavia.

Iran had failed to win any of
their three games in 1978, their
only other appearance in the
finals.

On Sunday they were lucky
to escape an early US strike
when McBridge rose above the
defence after just three minutes
to send a powerful header off a
Claudio Reyna free kick against
the crossbar.

Reyna again hit the wood-
work with a ferocious 25-metre
drive against the near post in
the 34th as goalkeeper Ahmad
Abedzadeh dived at full stretch.

The US were unlucky again
when Martinique- hnrn David
Regis side-footed against the
near post in the 74th.

But Iran could have justified
a penalty in the 21st minute
when Khodadad Azizi outpaced
UE captain Tom Dooley to a

ng ball but fell under the chal-
enE: of goalkeeper Kasey Keller
e burst into the area.

Swiss referee Urs Meier,
however, ignored Iranian
penalty claims and waved play
on.

"It was a big victory for the
Iranian nation,” said Talebi,
who lives in the United States.
"Not because it was the Untied
States, but because it was the
first in the World Cup.”

Iran can still reach the sec-
ond round, but will need a vic-

tory over three-time champions

—

;Gcrmarg?lchlmlt' s
The US who had been hoping

to emulate their 1994 World Cup
performance when they reached
the second round struggled to
regain their composure after
the break.

“We said from the start we
would attack and we did at-

. tack,” US coach Steve Sampson

said.

"We created chances but it
ust did not work out,” adding
e was proud of the way the

team had-played but felt sorry
for the fans who had supported
them.

"l must give Iran complete

credit for the victory and I con-
gratulate them,” he added.

Diego going to France

BUENOS AIRES,

Jun: 22 {AFIAFP!Reutcru]
o Maradona said Tuesday

he au decided to travel to

France to fulfill his commit-
ment as a television commenta-
tor.

But the former tine na-
tional team captain did not

specify when he will arrive in
France. -

"At any moment I'll be in
France to commentate on the
World Cup,” Maradona told Ca-

| blevision Noticias on Sunday,

explai that if he had not
leig enﬁg it was because he
wanted to spend fathers day

with his

"Imgnlngtubcum‘cuthe
l:ieare with the people. |
want them to have a recep-
tion for me,” Maradona said on
. Last Wednesday, Maradona
said on Radio Libertad that he
would be to France to
Watch a few e I:n.tl_tiully
e said
theh that he n long wanted
the job as a commen

Meanwhile, the Argentlne
fans were mi

. their hero,
Maradona, in
Bannern at the Parc des
s Group H

for Argentina’
gmemdmicann&m

"um the greatest”
Diego, thanks for r.:very

thing
] an:r with Maradona —
no

Diegn even if ruu ar:nt

"A Wurld g wllhnut
Mmdm is like a dance with-

'i"'-:'

. i e

1s".
aradona, who was in every
Argentine squad from 1978 to
although he did not play

in 1978.

out

—mddte-ofthe nig

is a "sym
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_mismis

THEIR GREATEST MOMENT - Ecstatic Iranian p]nyer:
celebrate their glorious win over USA at Lyon.

Tehran over the moon

TEHRAN, June 22 (AP):
Iran's spiritual leader gloated
about defeating an "arrogant
opponent” and millions of Ira-
nians kicked off a night lon %
party Monday after their Worl
Cup soccer victory over the
United States.

Across the country,
women and children yelling
"Iran,” rushed into the streets
after the final whistle sealed
Iran's 2-1 victory before mid-
night Sunday in Lyon, France.
It was 1.30 am Monday in Iran.

For 90 minutes, fans had
watched on live television
Iran's fortunes dip and rise dur-
ing the tournament's most
politicized match. which pitted
the Persian country against its
most bitter diplomatic enemy.
The result kept Iran’'s World Cup
hopes alive.

"Nobody is sitting at home. It
is impossible for anybody to be
inside their home”™ Human
Razavi, a teen-ager, shouted
above the din of honking cars
and dancing fans draped in the
national green-red-and-white
flags.

Others shouted "We love you
Ali Daie," referring to Iran's
star player, Others sang: "Estili
we love you." Hamidi Estili had
scored Iran's first goal in the
40th minute of the game.

Sweet shops reopened in the
t and dis-
tributed ice cream and candy
free to revelers who packed
Tehran's streets and created
unprecedented traffic jams.

In a message to the Iranian
team, Iran's hard-line spiritual
leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, said: "Tonight

ain, the strong and arrogant

opponent felt the bitter taste of
defeat at your hands.

Be happy that you have made
the Iranian nation happy.” The
message was read on state tele-
vision.

The moderate President Mo-
hammad Khatami, however,
simply congratulated the Ira-
nian playfra. saying the victory
bol of national unity.”

men

Khatami's recent overtures
of friendship have softened
Iran's enmity with the United
States. But awareness that
Washington has done its best to
isolate Iran internationally en-
sured that many Iranians saw
the game as the ultimate grudge
match.

— AFP photn

Still, there were no "Death to
America” slogans,
common after the 1979 Islamie
revolution that overthrew the
pro-US 'Shah and installed a
clerical regime that

resided over a 19-year-long
ostility between the two coun-
tries.

Instead, le greeted each
other wﬁeﬁp s11’-111.1!}:;1“11'1:
mubadrak," the Farsi word for
con atulatluns.

ousands of police de-

ployed across the city did not -

interfere with the celebrations
but accepted flowers from fans
with smiles.

Celebrations also erupted in
Lebanon where Iran enjoys a
large following among its Shiite

Muslims, Many people there

fired guns in the air.

The aﬂllnc of Ramallah,
West B . lit up with fire-
works.

Palestinians came onut to
cheer and honk horns. Israelis,
who are technically at a state of
war with Iran, rooted for the
United States.

Honking cars also ruled the
roads in Cairo, Egypt.

A caller to late night radio
show said Iran was backed by
all Muslim nations in the Mid-
dle East. "As far as | am con-
cerned, it was my national team
playing.,” said the Egyptian

—catlerwho gave

ad"Tarek.

Unexpected support for the
Iranian team came from one-
time war enemy and neighbour-
ing Iraq. where the match was
broadcast live.

Dozens of Iraqis interviewed
-said the}r
E since Iraqgis accuse the

States of working to pro-
Iung UN economic sanctions on

their cuungA —
suspended

VICHY, France, June 22:
South African players Brendan
Augustine and Naeghty
Mokoena were sus for
the rest of the World Cup after
staying out until dawn Sun a{a
South African soccer offici
said, re s AP.

"They've been suspended.
South African Footb
ciation president
Oliphant told a news c

ence.

| Asso-
Molefi
onfer-

once so .

has .

support Iran, not sur-:

=

T\TICT{IRY_FUR_E‘?ERYUNE—An Iranian lady joins in the ;ﬂ;ﬂ;:wm—whbmtwm—at—

Tlhrnn on Juna 21.




