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Hasina's interview

From el2
her ment had to examine

all pros and cons of the na-

tional interest,
"In the past, those who were

in power, did not think of the
people- and country's interest,
rather concentrated on how to

t commission through under-

and dealing ... But we are doing
tough bargaining for long-term
interest of the country."

In this context, she men-
tioned that the accord on
KAFCO was signed r:lurin% the
Ershad era at the cost ol na-
tional interest.

Hasina. who is now person-
ally looking alter the power sec-
tor, said, "Electricity is such a
subject which needs time for
improvement. One should not
expect any solution overnight.
People will have to be patient.”

"However, we were able to
tackle the situation by almost
meeting the peak-hour demand
and it improved a lot before the
breakdown in the national grid
on June 20."

Referring to the Saturday's
setback, Hasina wondered
about the frequent breakdown
in the national grid at a time
when power situation had
started returning to normal.

"It must be looked into why
such breakdowns happen fre-
quently."

The Prime Minister feels
that since she is now looking
after the power sector, her ad-
versaries might have a hand
behind it to embarrass her and
also put the government in an
awkward situation in their bid
to create an issue for move-
ment.

An inquiry committee is
now working to find out the
cause of the June 20 power fail-
ure, she said and added that
those who are involved must be
brought to book.

Asked when the government
would be able to meet the re-
quirement of power, she said:
"We had almost managed to
meet the demand by proper
power management before the
grid line failure."

She hoped that the situation
will improve: significantly with
the rogucuun of 100 MW power
at Khulna Barge Mounted Plant
by August, setting up of power
plant at Meghna Ghat and an-
other plant at Shahbazpur in
Bhola.

Asked if the government has
any plan to buy power from In-
dia, Hasina said the BNP gov-
ernment had opened the negoti-
ation with India to import

wer and the present govern-
ment also followed it up.

"But we don't have any grid
line to buy electricity from the
neighbouring country. Besides,
India has no excess electricity
that can meet our peak-hour
demand.”

About the result of the sec-
ond-round bidding in the oil
and gas sector, the Prime Min-
ister said: "It's almost ready.
We'll give it soon.”

In this regard, she said every
government has its own policy
and "we are r:artfullr taking
steps” so that national interest
is protected.

Replying to a question on the
long-awaited autonomy to
state-owned Radio and Televi-
sion, Hasina said: "WeTre going
one step [urther. We are giving it
to the private sector.”

One company is now at the

final stage to operate radio in
the private sector, she said,
addin
will t decisions on allowing
more private radio and TV sta-
tions after scrutinising their of-
fers.

Asked if he private radio and
TV will go into o tion this
year, the Prime Minister said il
it is not possible this vear, it
will be operational next year.

About the ration of judi-
ciary bill which was expected to
be introduced in Parliament
much earlier, Hasina said a
High Court verdict on the ques-
tion of Constitutional amend-
ment debars the tto
place the bill in the House.

She, however, asserted that
"the Judiciary is totally inde-
pendent and enjoying full free-
dom. There is no interference in
the Judiciary from this gov-
ernment.”

On her recent peace initia-
tives, in the wake of nuclear
tests, that took her to India on
June 16 and her plan to visit
Pakistan on June 24, the Prime
Minister declined to make any
comment.

She, however, said her talks
with Indian Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee was "very
fruitful.”

"It will not be proper to say
anything before visiting Pak-
istan,” she said to a query
whether she is taking another
move to bring the prime minis-
ters of India and Pakistan
across the table-after the three-
nation Business Summit, held
in Januﬂ in Dhaka.

Pres further, Hasina cat-
egorically said: "l will not me-
diate” between India and Pak-
istan over the nuclear issue.

"We feel that this is a prob-
lem of India and Pakistan and
they'll settle it bilaterally."

eéxplaining Bangladesh's po-
sition, she said: "We want peace
and stability in the region.
Arms race will not benefit any-
one."

As a neighbouring country,
"I thought | should do some-
thing. So I need to visit the two
countries to ease the tension.”
Hasina said.

Qut of this realisation, the
Prime Minister said, she had
telephonic talks with both Vaj-
payee and Nawaz Sharif. Bo
the prime ministers invited her
as she expressed her willingness
to visit their countries.

Asked if she has any mes-
sage for Opposition Leader Be-

um Khaleda Zia on the eve of

er government's third year,
Hasina said: "Certainly, | like
to tell the Leader of the Opposi-
tion and all others irrespective
of party affiliation to work to-
gctﬂer or the betterment of the
country."

She said her government
was constituted with represen-
tation of BNP, Jatiya Party and
others to make concerted ef-

forts to drive the country to- |

wards progress.

Hasina also mentioned the |

appointment of a neutral per-
sonality like Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed as President
with the expectation that all
would come closer and con-
tribute to the economic uplift of
the country.

She said: "Ours is a problem-
ridden country, Our people are
poor. And |1 seek cooperation
from all in running the gov-
ernment on consensus.”

—— ———

Country to receive $7.36m

from UNDP soon

Bangladesh will receive 7.36
million US dollars from United
Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP) soon within
the ambit of the country coop-
eration framework, official
sources said, reports BSS.

Secretary of Economic Rela-
tions Division (ERD) of the Fi-
nance Ministry Dr Mashiur
Rahman and resident represen-
tative of UNDP in Dhaka David
E Lockwood signed three
agreements yesterday morning
on behalf of their respective
sides in the ECNEC conlerence
hall at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar in
the city.

Other ERD and UNDP offi-
cials were present during the
signing.

The projects include
strengthening the office of the
Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral, socio-economic empow-
erment of women and children
living in brothel communities
in Narayanganj, Jessore, Chit-

tagong anil Mongla and safe

Tuesday 23rd June
(All programmes are in local time
but subject to last minule
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blood transfusion.

The first project in the pack-
age will help enhance the capac-
ity of the C and AG's office as an
independent body in perform-
ing audits to an internationally
accepted standard. This will
also promote the accountability
and transparency of the finan-
cial management of the gov-
ernment.

The safe flood transfusion
roject will include blood
anks in 75 hospitals all over

the country and will furnish the
hospitals with testing lacilities
for the HIV and other translu-
sion transmissible diseases.

The socio-economic empow-
erment project will ensure re-
productive and sexual health
services, access to legal aid, al-
ternative livelihood opportuni-
ties, prevention of HIV and

other STDs and impart formal
and non-formal education in
the brothel communities in
Narayanganj, Jessore. Chit-
tagong and Mongla:
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JU teachers
nominate
candidates for
Syndicate, FC

elections

By Staff Correspondent

Two separate groups of
teachers in Jahangirnagar Uni-
versity (JU) have nominated
their candidates for contestin
the elections to syndicate an
Finance Committee (FC) of the
university on June 27.

A total of six candidates
from the two groups have been
vying for two posts of syndicate
and one post of FC, official
sources said.

The group jointly led by Prof
Abdul Eaﬁes and Prof Alauddin
Ahmed has nominated JU
senator Motahar Hossain from
the senator category and editor
of Shiksha Barta AN Rasheda
from the distinguished citizen
category for the syndicate elec-
tion.

The group has also nomi-
nated APS to the Prime Minis-
ter Mohammad Ibrahim Hos-
sain for the Finance Commit-

lee.
The other group led by Prof
Khondakar Mustahidur Rah-

man has nominated Dr Nasir-

. uddin from the senator category

and Mafizuddin Ahmed of
Economics Department from
the distinguished citizen

cat_?%ury.

e group has also nomi-
nated Dr Mirza Mohammad
Alauddin to vie for the Finance
Committee,.

DU confers PhD
on 6 researchers

The Dhaka University Syn-
dicate at its recent meetling
conferred PhD degree on six re-

' searchers and M Phil de%ree on

two scholars, reports UN

Those who obtained PhD de-
gree are: Mizanur Rahman
Sikder under Political Science
department, Thomas Coaster

{Eucinlu%}‘r]‘ Hafiza Khatun
[GEﬂgra;i: y). Rafique Ahamed
(Psychology). Syed Alauddin

(Soil Science) and Selina Begum
(Botany).
Taskina Khan and Anwar
Alam Khan got the M Phil de-
under the Physics and Elec-

e e ———

Vajpayee
thanks PM

Indian Prime Minister Atal
Bihari ‘ufaé%ayc: thanked Prime
Minister

e

me ing the cyclonic

Miscellaneous

Bangladesh Federal Union of Journalist= (BFU G accordesd a recep
tional Press Club to foreign journalists who are in city to cover the inaugural ceremony of
the Bangabandhu Jamuna Multipurpose Bridge (BJMB).
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eikh Hasina for her ,

storm that has alfected many |

B?{LBH of western India, reports

In a message yesterday, the
Indian Prime Minister said
"Your urm athies, as well as
those of the government and
people of Bané
sure, provide comfort to the
large number of families whose
lives have been affected by the
storm.”

GCO demands
withdrawal of

DU decision to

raise tuition fees

By DU Correspondent

Ganotantrik Chhatra Oikya
(GCO) yesterday demanded
withdrawal of the decision to
increase tuition fees and other
charges at the Dhaka Univer-
sity.

FGCG also demanded resigna-
tion of the Treasurer of the uni-
versity and gheraoed his office
protesting his proposal to raise
the educational expenses of the
DU students to 10.000 in-
stead of Tk 2,600 now.

The Dhaka University au-
thorities recently decided to in-
crease tuition fee and other

charges of the students from the |

coming session.

The GCO activists sel fireto a
mﬂpi' of the budget speech deliv-
ered by the treasurer of the uni-

versity during the gherao pro- -

gramme.

A rally was held during the
programme which was ad-
dressed by Dipankor Shaha
Dipu, Monjor-E-Khuda Tarik.
Saifur Rahman Tapon, and
Rahman Mizan.

Later. the GCO leaders met
the Vice Chancellor at his oflice
housed in the administrative
building of the university. The
leaders, however, walked out of
the meeting as the Treasurer
appeared in the scene.

Meanwhile. an alliance of
four student organisations
gheraoed the oflice of Vice
Chancellor demanding with-
drawal of the decision to in-

_ . crease tuition fee. The o isa-
tronic department, said a press tions included Bangladesh
release yesterday. Chhatra Federation, Biplabi

By Staff Correspondent

M A Gafur Mojumder and
Sohrabuddin have n elected
president and general secretary
of Dhaka Taxes Bar Associa-
tion (DTBA) respectively.

The 23-member executive
committee was elected for the
ear 1998-99. The election was
ield on Sunday.

Special

Chhatra Maitri, Jatiya Chhatra
Dal and Chhatra Oikya Forum.

The leaders of the student
bodies also condemned the
statement of the treasurer that
each student of the DU should
gay Tk 10.000 instead of Tk

600 as educational expenses.

Conservative party
wins presidential

polls in Columbia

BOGOTA, June 22: Conserva-
tive Party candidate Andres
Pastrana on Sunday defeated
ruling Liberal Party candidate
Horacio Serpa in Colombia's
presidential run-off-election.

officials said Sunday, reports
AFP,;
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Ba
of Journalists (BFUJ) yesterday
accorded a r tion to the for-
eign journalists who are now in
the city to attend the formal
inauguration of the Banga-
bandhu Bridge, today, reports
BSS.

A total of 30 journalists
from India, Pakistan, Japan,

]
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after Aug 15 incident

Investigation Officer in
Bangabandhu murder case yes-
terday said dismissed Major
Dalim, an absconding accused
in the case, was reinstated in
the army after the tragic inci-
dent of August 15, 1975, reports
UNB.

"Major Dalim was not in

. army service during the inci-

dert, he was reinstated later,”

' ASP Abdul Kahar Akand told

| | the District and Sessions

J 's Court.

lying to queries from a
delence lawyer during the cross-
examination, the 10 said he did
not find any record showing
that Major Dalim had made ap-
peal against his dismissal from
the army before the incident.

"I reviewed the papers about
Dalim's reinstatement in the
army, but did not include pa-
pers in seizure list,” the ASP of
Criminal Investigation De-
partment said.

Quoting witnesses. Akand

" told the court that the army of-

ngladesh Federal Union

South Korea, Nepal and Bhutan -

are already in the city to cover
the historic ina ation of the
multi-million dollar bridge
which is the 11th biggest in the
world and number one in South

Asia.

BFUJ president Igbal Sob-
han Chowdhury presided over
the function. A number of for-
eign journalists including
Mark Tully, a former BBC cor-
respondent in New Delhi, Ka-
mal Bhattacharya, chief re-

porter of the Calcutta-based
Sangbad Protidin” and Sena-
tor (Retd) Sayed Faseih Iqbal,

editor-in-chief of the Baluchis-
tan Times and president of the
Council of Pakistan Newspa-
pers Editor spoke at the recep-
tion.
Foreign

o1l the occasion. Press Secrc¢
tary to the Prime Minister
Jawadul Karim, Additional
Foreign Secretary Mohiuddin
Ahmed, Vice-President ol
Bangladesh Bar Council Barris
ter Amirul Islam, senior jour-
nalists including BFUJ and
DUJ leaders and senior ofli-
cials of the government at-
tended the tion which was
held at the National Press Club.

Kibria tells JS
Country received
Tk 3,143 cr

L ]
as foreign grant
during '96-97 FY

Bangladesh received USS
736.069 million (Tk 3.143
crore) as grant from different
countries during 1996-97 fi-
nancial year, reports UNB.

This was informed in par-
liament yesterday by Finance
Minister SAMS Kibria in wril-
ten reply to Mohammad
Mosharraf Hossain (BNP).

He said the country also re-
ceived loans amounting to Tk
3.182 crore [USS 745.20 mil-
lion) from different countries
and donor agencies during the
salne year.

Giving a breakup of the
loans, the minister said Tk
1.340 crore [USS 313 million)
was received from the World
Bank. Tk 1,078 crore (USS 252
million) from Asian Develop
ment Bank, Tk 397 crore [USS
93 million) from Japan, Tk 8]
crore (USS 18.86 million) froni
the Islamic Development Bank
Tk 75 crore (USS 17.46 million|
irom OPEC, Tk 44 crore (USS
10.36 million) from Kuwait, Tk
42 crore (USS 9.86 million)
from China, Tk 40 crore [USS
9 27 million) from IFAD, Tk 12
crore (USS 2.92 million) [rom
France, Tk 10 crore (USS 2.31
million) from Saudi Arabia; Tk
9 crore (USS 2.16 million) from
UAE. Tk 2 crore as loan and Tk
52 crore as suppliers credi!
frone India.,
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ficers involved in August 15
kill used to visit Bangabha-
ban after the incident.

The 10 also said that the al-
leged involvement of 1st, 2nd
and 4th East Bengal Regiments
in the incident was not proved.

Among the Commanding Of-
licers of the three units, Aminul
Haq of 4th Bengal was ques-
tioned. But he was not made a
witness in the case, Akand said
replying to a query.

He said two other command-
ing olficers were not questioned
during the investigation. Of
them, Major Matiur
1st East

Air chief returns

Chief of the Air Staff Vice-
Marshal Jamal Uddin Ahmed
returned yesterday morning af-
ter a fortnight-long visit to the
United States of America, an
ISPR press release said. reports

' B35S,

Secretary M
Mustafizur Rahman also spoke |

1:30 Daily Sope — Simarekha
2:00 Serial — Kuasha Zakhan
2:30 Dai
atama 3:00 Chuti Chuti 4:0

During his stay in the USA,
the air chiefl attended the Pa-
cific Air Chiefs’ Conference
held at Honolulu. Hawait.

He also visited some air |
institutions |

bases and training
of the US Air Force and wil-
nessed exercises and static dis-

plays.

— m ——

Film
Sope — Ogo Priz-

a Major General.

Replying to a defence ques-
tion, the ASP of CID said that
during the investigation he did
not feel the need to review the
service record of PW-42, Major
Ziauddin.

"I did not find that Major Zi-
auddin, while in service, was
involved in covert political ac-
tivities and that he was pun-
ished by court martial," Akand
said.

The court was adjourned
soon after advocate ur Raz-
zaq Khan, counsel for arrested
accused Hon Capt (retd) Abdul
Wahab Joardar, began the
cross-examination. It will re-
sume al 9:30 am on Wednesday.

Maj Dalim was reinstated = Fostal Dept issues

4 commemorative
stamps on BJIMB

Bangladesh Postal Depart-
ment will issue a set of four
commermorative stamps of Tk
4.00, 6.00, 8.00 and Tk 10.00
denominations to mark the in-
auguration of the Bangabandhu
Jamuna Multipurpose Bridge
(BJMB) today, reports UNB.

An inaugural envelop of Tk
6.00 will be published and a
special canceller will be used on
the occasion.

The commemorative stamps
and inaugural envelop will
sold from all head post oflices
and Bhuapur sub-post office,
including four GPOs.

The stamps will subse-
quently be sold from the all
post olfices, including extra-de-
partmental post offices.

| T;nder
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DU/Z-IVIT-21/1997-98

UNIVERSITY OF DHAKA: Sealed tenders in
Dhaka University form "Tender for works" are hereby
invited from the enlisted Contractors (Civil) of
Dhaka University for the works of "Construction of
Entrance Gate at the North side of ].N. Hall" of
Dhaka University & will be received by the
undersigned up to 12 Noon on 29th June*98 & opened on
the same day at 12.15 PM in presence of the contractors
who may remain present. Contractors will have to
deposit as earnest money a sum of Tk 1200/- in Demand
Draft or Pay Order from any
Bangladesh in favour of the undersigned. Tender form,
schedule & other particulars may be had from the
office of the undersigned on all working days except'on
the date fixed for submitting the tender & on payment
of Tk. 45/- (non-refundable) to the Janata Bank,
Dhaka University Branch after obtaining permission
from the undersigned. The authority reserves the
right to accept or reject any or all tenders without
assigning any reason. The contractors are liable to
the decision of the authority. Contractors
should write the name of the work & their firm's
name on the envelope clearly.

scheduled bank of

Matilal Sarker

Executive Engineer (4)

e
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Jharokha 11:00 Aalaap 11:30
Shabab 12:30 All Time Hits
1:30 Jharokha

10:30 Janmadin 10:35 Daily
Sope — Ogo Priyatama 11:00
Daily Sope — Rajeshwari 11:30
Tele Film/Parliament Hour 12:30
TBA 1:00 Daily Sope — Aasha

Parama 5:05 Modern Songs
5:30 News 5:35 Employment
News/Lalitkala 6:00 Sushastha
6:20 Azab Saza 6:50 Janmab-
humi (Serial) 7:30 Bangla Sam-
bad 7:55 Dinindan 8:00 Door-
been 8:30 Darpan (Seral) 9:00
Janmabhumi (Serial) 9:30 Wor-
Id Cup '98 Live-1:00 World
Cup '98 Live -Underrun

Closed

SONY ET

6:30 Parachute — Premiere
(Trailer Show) 8:30 Gaane
Jaane Maane 9:00 Cartoons
— Real Ghost Busters (Hindi
Dubb) 9:30 Cine Clips 10:00
Who's The Boss? 10:30 Ditter-
ent Strok 11:00 Bewilched
11:30 Jagir 12:00 The Battle of
Bollywood 12:30 CID 1:00
Bhavnwar 1:30 Cine Clips 2:00
Silver Spoon (Sitcom)/ Who's
The Boss? 2:30 Gaane Jaane
Maane 3:00 Humlog 4:00 Cine
Matinee-Hindi Feature Film
7:00 Different Stroke (Hindi
Dubb) 7:30 Bewitched 8:00
Cine Clips 8:30 Flop Show 9:00
TBA 9:30 Boogi Woogi 10:00
Mahaya?gza 10:30 Uncen-
sored 11:30 Bajaj Ki Lehren
12:30 The Papadam Show
1:30 Chamatkar (*Farukh Sekh)
2:00 Thoda Hai Thoda Jajurat
Hai 2:30 Gaane Jaane Maane

ZEE TV

6:00 Yeadon Ki Pal (B/W
Songs) 6:30 Zee News & Busi-
ness (Rpt) 7:00 Bhakti Songs
7:30 Jagran 8:00 BQC 8:30
Gumraah 9:00 Disney Hour
Cartoons 10:00 Ek Nazar
10:30 TVS Saregama 11:15
Guldasta-Trailer Show 11:30
Baat Ban Jaye 12:00 Choli
Choti Baatein 12:30 Khana
Khazana 1:00 Naye Nazrane
1:30 Daily Serial: Shanti 2:00
Hum Panch 2:30 Campus 3:00
Aahaa 3:30 Daily Shop -- Sha-
tranj 4:00 Amar Prem 4:30
Parampara 5:00 Banegi Apne
Baat 5:30 Jhatpat Khana 6:00
Aur Ek Minute 6:30 Ek Nazar
7:00 Disney Hour Cartoons
8:00 Liberly — One to 10
Countdown VJ Sandhya Mridul
8:30 Nirma -Hum Paanch 9:00
Yehi Hai Zindagi Ep-25 9.30
Sapath Ep-73 10:00 Hasratain
Ep- 170 10:30 India Most
Wanted 11:00 Adhikar 11:30
Zee News 11.50 Zee Business/
Jhalak-Trailer 12:00 Dastaan
12.30 TVS Sa-Re-Ga-Ma 1:30
Dum Dama Dum/Mujhe Chand
Chahiya 2:00 ZEE Arabia: An-
honee- Zee Horror Show 2:30
Jee Sahab Ep 13 3:00 Feature
Film (B/W)

TNT CARTOON S

5:30 World Famous Toons 6:30

Penelope 9:00 Josie & Pussy-
cate 9:30 Drink The Little 10:00
Flintstone Kids 1:30 Riche Rich
11:00 Top Cat 11:30 Captain
Planet 12:00 Scooby Doo
12:30 The Cartoon Grand Pix
1:30 Fantastic Max 2:00 Cro-
cadoo 2:30 The New Scooby
Doo Moyles 3:30 Fantastic Four
4:00 Centurons 4:30 Swals
Kats 5:00 Ninja Robots 5:30
Flinstones 6:00 Top & Jerry Kids
6:30 Crodadoo 7:00 The Mask
7:30 Desters Laboratory 7:45
Whats a Cartoon ! Show 8:00
The Addams Family 8:30
Scooby Doo Where Are You
9:00 The Popeyee Show

STAR SPORTS

12:00 SBK World Superbikes
Championship 1:30 Interna-
tional Motorsports News 2:30
Thai Kick Boxing 3:30 Interna-
tional Rugby Union: Scotland
vs, Auslriaia 5:30 Trans World
Sport 6:30 Wimbledon Lawn
Tennis Championshp-Day1
7:30 ECB Cricket 1998 Cornhill
Insurance Tes! Matches South

Africa vs. England 8:30 Cricket -

Up Close 9:00 Wimbledon
Lawn Tennis Championships-
Day 1 3:00 ECB Cricket 1998
Comhill Insurance Tes! Matches
South Africa vs. England 4:00

Asian Football Show 5:00 Trans
World Sport 6:00 Wimbledon
Lawn Tennis Championships-
Day 2, LIVE

E2 Div Il

12:00 Cheerleadin
Natll High School Cheer Champ

12:30 Ultimate Sailing 1:00
Eaﬂyshagigg 1:30 Co-Ed
Training 2:00 Cory Everson's
Gotta Sweal Aerobics 2:30
1998 Liuisville Kennel Club Dog
Show 3:30 Sportscenter, Inter-
national Edition 4:00 Kiana's
Flex al 4:30 Women's Pro-
fessional Basketball Utah Starzz
vs. Cleveland Rockers LIVE
5:30 98 Ultimate Inline Chal-
lenge C&mglilaiiﬂn 7:30 Motor-
sport Asia 8:30 FIBA Women's
World Championship 10:00
riscenter, International Edi-
tion 10:30 Asia Sport Show
11:00 Sportscenter Sportscen-
ter-World Cup Edits 12:00 FIBA
Women's World Championship
2:00 FIBA Women's World
Championship 4:00 Sportsenter
- International Edition 4:30 FIBA
Women's World Championship
6:30 Sportscenter International
Edition 7:00 All Pro Sports Se-
ries-Autoracing 7:30 Ladies
Cham iDl‘IEhiP Of Wresllin
8:00 ESPN Billiards; 98 ESP
Ultimate 9-Ball Challenge 9:00
Inside Cricket 9:30 Motorsport
Asia 10:30 Cart Fedex Cham-
pionship Series Bud-
weisar/GiJoes 200.



