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COUPE DU MONDE

LENS, Jun 21: Germany
came from 2-0 down to draw 2- 2
in a dramatic World Cup clash
with Yugoslavia today, reports
Reuters.

In a remarkable match,

MARSEILLE, France, June
21 (AP/Reuters): It was a Dutch
treat at the World Cup,. with all
of ‘the Netherlands players
g in [nr a 5-0 win over
Cucu and Mark
ﬂmm:ns shot the Netherlands
‘into a 2-0 halftime lead Satur-
day night before Dennis

p. Pierre van Hooij-
and Ronald de Boer added
three more in the final 18 min-
utes to restore the Dutch team's
second round hopes, and de-
stroy the South Koreans.

e I{nr:ansd co-hosts with
J in 2002
maslapans:tlﬂ ndthuumuﬂd Cup
win and knowing that in five

the South

SVOORIRIE 1> « "1

Lothar Matthaeus also made
soccer history when he came on
as a second half substitute to
play in his 22nd World Cup fi-
nals — a record. He is also
the t outfielder to play in

German midfielder Joerg Heinrich (L) is-about to lose his
balance after a sliding tackle from Yugoslavia's Darko
Kovacevic during their match at Lens yesterday.

— AFP photo

days time France '98 will be
over for them.

Victory is all the sweeter af-
ter the depressed scenes in the
Dutch camp last Saturday when

they failed to score st Bel-
gium and had Patrick Kluivert
sent off. The overwhel win

has also sent the Dutch to the
top of Grm.rllp E ahead of Mexico
on erence which could
be t in the final count.

e had many goals and it is
good to know you don't have to
depend on just one player to
score goals.,” said Netherlands
coach Guus Hiddink. "Our first

by Cocu was an impurtant

goal
one. It broke the imga.sﬁc
the other p]a]ﬂ:rs t began

«Neither side
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Iiw: World Cups.

The first ruund Group F draw
left both level on four points.
wanted to go
through to the second round as
runners-up to face probably the
Dutch.

It would have been the first
time Germany had lost a World
C‘up first round group match

beaten 2-0 by Den-
k in 1986 and that looked
likely until the 79th minute
when Oliver Bierhoff grabbed
the vital equaliser.
Yugoslavia's 19-year-old at-
tacking prodig Dejan
Stankovic claimed &e opening

* goal in the 13th minute.

The claim, initially at least,
looked debatable.

Although FIFA with
thc _',rnungat:r television re-

;%csmd he m.lghl not

ed by
Mijatovic, Ihchallhlt—

Predrag
thcfoalﬁphm lﬂwal'dn:

Iibmunncﬂdflhcpm
and on to the chest of Jens
Jeremies, who may already
have been over the line.

That goal may have been de-
batable but there was no uncer-
tainty about the second.

Darko Kovacevic banged a
shot in from the t wing,
Koepke failed to hold the b
and Stojkovic was there
to pounce from close range with

an empty net beckoning.

Germany narrowed the gap
in the 74th minute when substi-
tute Michael Tarnat had a free-
kick deflected into the net by
Sinisa Mihajlovic, the man
who scored his team's winner
against the Iranians in the 1-0
opening vic :

. Then D“?;rr}r Bierhoff hit the
bar in the 78th before heading
in the equaliser a minute later.

German striker Juergen

The cross was

Dutch touch leaves
in the

lurch

scori

Hiddink's starting lineup

raised a Ig cbmmwni i Tth H.Ill
unexpect uffling ol posi-
tions that saw Cocu to

striker from midfield. Ronald

De Boer shifting
and the additiun of midfielders

to right wing

Ed%r Davids and Wim Jonk.
t the role sw ﬂ!l)plng hardljr

a
lﬁ):tcamwmtuntnr:cnrdth: -

b score of the tournament,
further whittle down South

Korea's ho for a first win in

five World appearances.
"Our G Fiﬂ that we have

22 very g players, all very

talented with many qualities.”
said Frank de Boer. brother to

Yy

DENNIS GETS ROLLING: Dutch superstar Dennis Bergkamp (C) opens his account against South Korea at Marseille
on June 20.

- Gritty Germans fight back

— AFP photo

Klinsmann was stretchered off
grimacing in pain in the closing

minutes.

Mrteus

makes history
LENS, June 21 [Reuters):

German veteran Lothar
Matthaeus made soccer history
today when he played his 22nd
World Cup gamc more than any
other player in history.

The 3 -year-old libero, Ger-
many's most capped player,
came on as a substitute at the
start of the second half of his
country's Group F clash with

Yugoslavia.
M arning his 126th cap, he

has now played one more game
in World Cup finals than Ger-
man Uwe Seeler, Poland’'s Wla-
dyslaw Zmuda and Argentina's
Diego Maradona.

Matthaeus, who played in
the 1982, 1986, 1990 and 1994
finals, equalled Mexican goal-

- keeper Antonio Carbajal's

t five finals.
Carbaja payed between 1950

Korea

IRnnald. who scored the fifth

of the match.

and final goal =

The slick and s
Koreans caused a few blems
for the Dutch in the first half,
but the Netherlands maintained
control and finally took the
lead in the 38th minute when
Cocu broke the ice.

Cocu was only promoted to
the stiriker's role after Patrick
Kluivert's was suspended for
two matches.

"It was the first time in two
and a half years that I played
this position,” said Cocu. "It was
a big change but we have so
much talent on our team | was

The Daily Star

Colombia’s back
against the wall

MONTPELLIER, France,
June 21 (AFFP): The pressure on
Colombia to beat Tunisia in
their second World Cup game
here on Monday is overwhelm-
1 and the teamm that face an

ure from the World
Cup haﬁ better deliver.

Captain Carlos Valderrama
has insisted that the squad will
not allow the absence of ban-
ished striker Faustino Asprilla
to affect their performance here
on Monday.

Tunisia lost 2-0 to England
in their opening Group G tie in
Marseille and the north
African side’'s Polish-born
coach Henri Kasperczak be-

lieves Colombia's recent off

field distractions may make his
task all the easier,

“The Colombians were a
dan us pro tion, he said
“it remains to seen whether
they still are.”

Asprilla the gifted former
Newcastle striker now with
Parma in the Italian wWas
S0 aﬂc palled at the lack of ser-

received from the ageing

Valderrama and teammates

when he was posted as the lone

striker against Romania, that

he slagc:f a public revolt after
ing substituted.

Coach Herman Dario Gomez
in the wake of the Asprilla af-
fair that he was resi after
the World Cup did nothing to
lift the poisoned a here.

Some players thought that
Asprilla who later apologised
should have been given a second
chance.

Valderrama says the Tunisia
match in win or bust.

i
over for us t
year-old said.

Colombian fans back home
will agree. They had to watch

VICHY. France. June 21:
| Talk around the South African
camp Saturday focused on ref-

erees and a ble encounter
with rivals — just about
ing but the must-win
match against Saudi Arabia
Several p mentioned
defeating Saudi Arabia as al-
most an afterthought when
talking about South Africa’s
chances of advancing to face the
Nigerians.
A second-round appearance
in South Africa's first World

Cup would be a dfn.lﬂcant ac-
complishment for Bafana
Bafana, who were thumped 3-0
by France in their inaugural
1 A

on

To make it, South Africa
must beat the Saudis and
France must beat Denmark in
the final C matches on
Wednesday, and South Africa
must overcome Denmark's
four-goal advantage in scoring
differential.

It is unll.kcl but not im-

EE said Sat-

ruilnucmganm Sy el 8
|

A second-place finish in ;

C (! Ellnthe

in late 1995 to the hang-
ing of nine ni tribal ac-
tivists, includi Iaywrlght

Ken Saro-Wiwa. a then
refused to play in the 1994
African Nations Cup tourna-
ment in South Africa.

" Bad blood still l;uili;a Hu];ec_r
‘the 'imbroglio, which go

ria su from this year's
African Nations Cup tourna-
ment in Burkina Faso. South
Africa won the 1996 tourna-

ment and finished runner-up to

Egypt this year hutngcrtnm
mnsidu'edthcmntlnmt'
team due to their Olympic

‘the team's failure in the United
States four years ago when they |

were among the favourites but
eliminated in the first round.

The subsequent murder of
defencer Pablo Escobar scorer
of an own goal, by hitmen for a
betting syndicate only served to
blacken the name of Colombian
football further.

Part of the problem against
Romania who won the match 1-
0 was that Valderrama and
Freddy Rincon, veteran mid-
fielders in the evening of their
N Calombis wiil pecba

ombia ab la
Anthony de Avila in As[l:{'i a;r
place against Tunisia with
Adolfo Valencia taking the
other role ahead of Vic-
tor Arstizabal.

For Tunisia their hope is
that recent distractions will af-
fect Colombia on the field.

1 Culunllbia hav:d suli;}c 1||1ﬂ|u:r1v,ar
cla players sai
Sk::lglcr uayah. El‘h

to any ﬂd&

cause
Coach Kas identified

lhc midfield as their chi:f

wﬂ] field ubier whu
plays in Germany with hurg

akmdcg Suuajrah to forge an
partnership.

"We cum;ﬂcnmt l:m:h other
and we can play very well to-
gether”, said Souayah.

Striker Mehid ben Slimane,
Beya's Freib teammate will

lose his place 4 a lacklustrcd
showing nst an
Imed bma'f;l.lrm m in to
Adel Sellimi in attack.
Central defender Khaled
Badra will miss the match aﬁcr

ling a muscle agains
Etrlxlgand his place is llk:lg
to go to undcratud}' Fari

Chouchene.

‘medal in 1996.

'Haybc we can meet the
Nigerians,” defender Mark Fish
said Saturday. "It will be the
match the ole of Africa has
been waiting for.”

Fish noted South Africa
need lhuck to advance, but he and
other players sounded like they

to beat the Saudis and
need France to pruvidc_thc

help.
“We certainly believe that
we'll through and we want
" said Fish, who i:laa for
Bolton Wanderers. If uth

' Africa wins but misses the sec-

Heatstrokes
hits WC

BORDEAUX, Jun 21: About
100 people were treated for
heatstroke at Saturday's World

Cup match between um
Mexico, police said ee

people were taken to hospital,
rcpuml Reuters.

- UNMus-
l]:lj" E fur southwestern

Hnyulallumﬂ'cmddurmg
the match and at the game be-
tween J and Croatia in
Nantes a
miles) north of Bordeaux.

Coaches at both venues said
m:ra-uh&dloutbetmfnur

a
| him

ut 200 kms (130

Colombia's captain Carlos Valderrama trains at La-Tour-

du-Pin on June 20.

— AFP photo

Valderrama

vindicates
Tino’s ban

LA TOUR DU PIN, France,
June 21 [Reuters/ Internet):
Colombia's wveteran skipper
Carlos Valderrama said on Sat-
urday he {ully backed Faustino
Asprilla's exile from their
World Cup squad after the
striker openly criticised their
coach.

"He violated the code of the
squad.” said Valderrama after a
training session. "Asprilla
knows he made a mistake. Now
we have to move on, that's the
main thing for us.”

Asprilla was thrown out on
Wednesday for criticising the
tactics of coach Hernan Dario
Gomez in a radio interview af-
ter he was substituted in
Colombia's opening 1-0 defeat
by Romania.

Asprilla, whose ban was

deplored some other
Colombian players. had sug-
ed others had played worse
@l him and clearly targeted
alderrama when he referred to

“untouchables” in the squad.

Valderrama, 36, insisted
that his relations with Asprilla
were "normal.”

He added he had not received
a phone call from the striker to
pologise. "1 haven't talked to

iy said.

Gomez has refused to take

Ac:ﬂbhback despite pleas by
s President and pub-
apuloglcsﬂ the former

Newcastle Uni

Colombia p T“unisia on
Monday in argua their easi-
est first round match. "If we lose

Maldini keeps

on Monday, it's all over lor us,
said Valderrama.

Gomez. who will quit his job
at the end of the tourmament,
said: "The team is motivated
even more than before. They are
very serene and we have no
problems for the moment.

“The important thing is that
there's unity... We've been
judged as not bemg gmd and
that has united us more.” The
coach is likely to make three
changes for Monday's game

Asprilla has left for Bogota
after his plea on Thursday for
reinstatement fell on deaf ears.

But some players regretted
his leaving.

Veteran striker Anthony de -
Avila, possibly Fﬂl!as re-
placement when Colombia play
Tunisia Monday, said if he
scored he might dedicate the
goal to Asprilla.

Adolfo "The Train” Valencia
said: "We're sad ...we wanted
him to carry on with us. Gomez
has said he will quit his job af-
ter the tournament is over.

Meanwhile, Jorge Bolano of
Atletico Junior is ted to
make his debut in midfield in

ace of Maurizio Serna, who
ﬁa pulled a muscle in his right
leg. althn he said on Satur-
day he had recovered and was
ready if needed.

Gomez will also field a new
pair of attackers with the
diminutive Anthony de Avila
and Adolfo Valencia taking
over from out-of-form Victor
Aristizabal.

‘em guessing

SENLIS, France, June 21:
Cumh Cmr: Maldini is to keep
essing for at least
nnnth::r 4 hours over the

World Cup prospects of
Alessandro Del Piero, reports
Reuters.

The Juventus striker scored
a hattrick in the first half hour
of a practice match nst a lo-
cal ch side on Saturday
and looked ready to claim a
place in Maldini's starting line-
‘up for Tuesday's final Group B
maich alnst Austria.

But he faded badly in the
second half, l_played infront of
around 700 fans in sweltering
heat at Italy's trainin
Senlis, 60 km north of Paris.

Maldini had the re-
laxed kick-around to allow his
highly-prized striker to stretch

base at

his lﬂbd‘urt the match in the »

Del Piero missed
World Eup
. with a grol
‘only the ﬁnal

Italy's
against Chile

and played
g?mlnutcs of

. Wednesday's 3-0 defeat of

Cameroon in Montpellier.
But in a news conference af-
ter Saturday's Endmc, Maldini
Piero had
wilted in the French sunshine
and added he had not yet de-
cided whether to field him

against the Austrians.

"He played a very good first
half hour but then, 1ts true, he
was conserving his energies
later in the match,” Maldini

said. "] dﬁﬂ'}tgl?nw if he‘s;tt ready
to a minutes yet.

E%agtill have a few days to de-
cide. 1 have an idea in my head
which could become a reality
within the next 24 hours.”

Needless to say, Maldini did
not expand on his “idea”.

The Italian coach likes to
keep his compatriots and oth-
ers guessing about his starting
line-ups and refused to be
drawn last week on who would
play in attack against Came-
roon until the night before the
match.

“I'd actually decided on my
line-up three days before but 1|
didn't tell anyone,” he beamed
afterwards.

If Del Piero starts
Austria. Roberto Baggio will
almost certainly be dropped,
despite his fine performances
against Chile and Cameroon.

"Italy need a point from the
match to ensure qualification
for the second round of the
tournament but a victory would
leave them top of the group and
save them from a last-16 clash
with Brazil.
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IGLAND VS ROMANIA

PLAY OR POWERCUT?




