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Why is Clinton Visiting China Despite Assessing Impacts of Development
Opposition by the Congress? Projects

by Barrister Harun ur Rashid by N Shams Choudhury
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The challenge that confrontsall is how to choose projects where the negative impacts are minimum but
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The US administration be-
lieves that this strategy should
not be allowed t:rgesa in the
US's overall int s. Ignoring
US Con onal hostility to-
wards China, President Clinton
has accorded China the Most
Favoured Nation (MFN) status
in bilateral trade, notwith-
standing its questionable
record unul::man rights as per-

It Etﬂ,{lld be argued that US

to China continues to os-
cillate between tou and
sweetness. Although the US is
publicly critical of China of its
violations of human rights, it
did not sponsor. as it in the
past, a resolution«i1gainst China
in the UN Commission of Hu-
man Rights. This stance of the
US is very significant and
dramatically shilts its earlier
VigawShina s record ol hu-
In ng to comprehend the
ue thal sticks both the US and
hina together, there are a
number of questions which
need to be addressed. Why do the
US and China want to build
closer economic and strategic
interests ? How do they benelit
from each other by pursuing a
strategy of "engagement” ?
China’s Interests

China has quickly under-
stood that the challenge in the
present day world of intense
competition is to build a com-

tive advantage in relation
to other countries. Only in this
way will China have the
st to face the challenges
of globalisation. The chief pur-
pose of Chinese policy was to
make China respected in the in-
ternational community. To win
respect, China realised it was
essential to become strong first.
China pursued this policy vig-

orously and with stro eter-
mination recalling the honour
and glory of its past.

e Chinese leadership re-
alised that the best way to make
the country strong is to become
an industrial. technological.

economic and military power.
Merely being a  permanent

member of the Security Couincil
is not enough. On the domestic
front, they know that they can-
not retain stable power if they
fail to give their people a far
better standard of living.
China in wisdom and prag-
matic sense has sought closer
relations with the capitalist
West.

The Chinese leadership be-
lieves in “Confucian * virtues
(respect for authority, disci-

pline and solidarity] and they
perceive that these virtues un-
derlie economic success. They
seem to have the firm view that
democracy and effective eco-
nomics [(market economy) do
not necessarily go together. For
rapid development. the Chinese
leadership believes that politi-
cal centralised control is im-
perative for discipline and or-
der while espousing economic
liberalisation.

It is to be noted that last:
April while Premier Zhu Rongji

bumper harvests in grain and
cotton and there is no likeli-
hood of food shertage in the
near future. He Wtcd the
visit to China British ¥
cultural specialists led by
cultural Minister last
ril. Mr. Zhu also said that
China is politically committed
to complete the negotiations in
the World Trade Organisation
OYilad's fibed\Mort a1 nrlonsitrenh
period before it could fully meet
its obligations to the :

The close relations with the
US and the West have facili-
tated the acquisition of
ticated technology and
from western nations which
underpin its prosperity. China
is e for foreign investment
and foreign se. The for-
eign direct investment to China
from the western industrialised
nations has consider-
ably. (One
direct foreign investment to
East Asia varies between $37 to
$43 billion dollars per year.)

‘Much of this investment went

into llﬁht industry and textiles.
Special Economic Zones were
created to foster industrial con-
tact with the West. China, ac-
cording to one set of World
Bank calculations, already has
the world's second | econ-
Emy {a;ﬂctl'mﬂ;c uUs ahead ol

apan) It become strong in-
duﬂ?rially and militarily and
will become a great power in the
next century.

US's Interests

In the eyes of many western
security experts and it seems
most of the US Congress, China
has supplanted the former So-
viet Union and they fear thalt a
rising and assertive China may

acquire the military muscle to

"threaten US and western strate-

gic interests in East Asia and
eventually become a global
threat to the US. One best sell-
ing novel—Dragon Strike—cap-
tured the prevailing mood by
depicting a future war between
the US and China over the
South China Sea. The suspicion
was strengthened in the after-

math of the 1996 Taiwan
Straits crisis, during which
China conducted live missile
tests off Taiwan to demonstrate
its displeasure at Taiwan's ap-

parent efforts towards indepen-
dence.

The US is aware that follow-
ing the economic melt-down,
the East Asian countries will
spend much less in defence.

ailand slashed its defence
budget by nearly 12 per cent,
South Korea appears to have
shelved its $2.6 billion plan to
buy surveillance planes from
the US. Indonesia is expected to
delay in the acquisition of ad-
vanced Russian SU-30 aircraft.
Many other states in the region
may follow suit. The result is
that East Asia's defence mod-
ernisation will procced at a
much slower pace than envis-
aved eighteen months avo.

In the context of the Easl
Asian  security enviroinment,

report indicated that

the US needs China to protect
its strategic interests in this
of the world. The visit of
fence Secretary Cohen last
year together with senior US
military commanders touring a
top-secret command centre in
Beijing was an unmistakable
:ﬁu these two great powers are
ling to accommodate each

other in keeping their strategic
edge in the region. Most impor-

WE%TF%I'}HM? the

Clinton-Jiang Summit in Oclo-
ber last year.

China ha to be a huge
market for the merchandise
from the US. China recognised
the need for reform in its bank-
ing sector which is as an essen-
tial element in the on-going

of the Chinese economy.

e opening of China's finan-
cial services sector is regarded
as the most important sector
from a market-access point of
view from the US. Contracts
providing for CLina te pure hase
o0 Boeing airliners were signed
cduring President Jiang s visii Lo
Washington last yea:. (China at
one stage wanted to give half of
the purchase order to Airbus).
The contracts have given a
hoost to the economy of the US
i ntllﬁldﬂfﬂhlj".

Furthermore, besides the
«+ onomic interests, the US has
~trat interests in the region
as well. The majority of the
countries do not want disen-
t of the US from the re-
gion. To them the US is the
count force to China’s
military might. There are many
flash points in the region and
the US needs to be alert in the
n. On the other hand, the
US acknowled that China
could play a vital role in easing
tension in the region.

First, there is North Korea
which is a security problem for
the US because of its hostility
towards US ally South Korea.
China’s assistance and cooper-
ation is imperative to resolve
the North-South Korea issue.
Furthermore, the US has to en-
sure Lthat China does nol “rattle
sabres”™ over disputed islands
(Spratley Islands) in the South
China Sea and against Taiwan.
It may be recalled that in 1996
China’s repeated tests of their
new rockets in the Straits near
Taiwan drew strong US navy
units to the scene.

China’s influence with its
ally Pakistan is also needed to
halt the nuclear arms race in
the Indian subcontinent. The
uncertainty in Indonesia after
the political chan is a great
concern in a zone that has often
seemed characterised by
volatility. The increasing Chi-
nese influence on the Indian
Ocean is to be accommodated hyv
the US in its global strategy nol
to jeopardise its security inter-
ests.
The US hopes that China
will join the Missile Technol-
u%v Control Regime (MTCR])
which will prevent China from
passing on its missile technol

to be the
US administration in the pro-
liferation of nuclear weapons.
The now established ¢ be-
tween China and the Central
Asian Muslim Republics has
aroused misgivi in the mind

atest concern of the

of the US which that the

relations should be limited and
transparent.

es are often based on
slowly changing structural
forces. Over the next 25 or
so the force and impact of Chi-
na's wealth will change the se
curity prolile i the region. As

China becomes a big econonic
power the relative sirength ol
the US is likely to fall alon
with its crucial stabilising role
in East and North Asia. us
administration will have to
forge a close relationship with

China even when the US Con-

gressional leaders continue to
speak disparagingly of China.

e US will gradually accom-
modate itself to the emerging
and new balance of power in
East and North Asia.

Conclusion

Today a country’'s prospects
depend not just on its domestic
resources but increasingly on
what it makes of the opportuni-
ties and challenges confronting
that country. The challenges
China knows about, | would ar-
Fu.cinhemned up in the
;Ejﬂmg words—competition

visit of the US President
is significant for China. This
visit will be followed by the vis-
its of British Prime Minister
Tony Blair and the European
Commission’'s President
Jacques Santer later this year.
These visits will no doubt
stimulate the momentum of the
emerging relationship hetween
China and the West.

The immediate dividend
the visit is likely to cisce 'S
sanctlions on transfer of sophis-
ticated non-mili technology
to China from the US. Another
conceivable outcome will be the
support of the US to the China's
entry into the Geneva-based
World Trade Organisation. In
the domestic scene, the Chinese
leadership will be able to de-

clare that the ¢ incident of
1989 Tian An Men (Heavenl
Peace) uare is now ‘buri

once for all and the visit to the
the US President will
lend credibility to the declara-

tion and will be counted as Chi-
na’'s political advantage.

Strategic and economic in-
terests propelled the two big
powers — one capitalist and the
other communist — to develop
close relations to the perplexity
of many nations. When the East
and North Asia region is in
economic turmoil, th need
the co-operation of each other
lo reduce the adverse impact on
their economy.

The author is Former
Bangladesh Ambassador to the
UUN in Geneva.
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BJP and Nuclear Tests

G S Bhargava from New Delhi

The hackneyed agenda for security dialogues, with Pakistan, China and the US could yield place to a realistic
assessment of the situation. It is now possible for India to drive home to Pakistan the risk of persisting with
promotion of terrorism.

Party (BJP) had carried out

the nuclear tests with the
narrow political
opting for a snap election to win
a Lok Sabha majority on its
own, it could not have erred
more grievously. Not only is a
mid-term election not on the
horizon, with poll fatigue
rampant among electors
platfutd by myriad problems
and MPs averse to go to the
hustings again within a year
but the economic situation also
does not permit the luxury.
Even otherwise, 1 don't
subscribe to the charge of Mu-
layam Singh Yadav, Deve
Gowda and their likes in the
matter. The more plausible,
& BIPs RAGHA Herir’ T eier s
Inpkthc nuclear option instead
of keeping it open indefinitely.
In its er incarnation of Jan
Sangh also, the party had con-
sistently advocated India going
nuclear.

It was far from happy when
Morarji Desai. as Prime Minis-
ter of the short-lived Janata
Government, had in 1977
openly and unequivocally es-
chewed the nuclear weapons
option. reverting to Nehru's po-
sition that India should never
acquire the horrendous
weapons of mass destruction.
Morarji Desai had also taken
serious objection to Mrs Indira
Gandhi's 1974 test questioni
Mrclajmthatltwalapeacet'l:ﬁ
nuclear explosion for harness-
ing nuclear energy for con-

structive purposes as envisaged

ploughshares prowm:
of the US President, t
Eisenhower. If it were so, ﬂy
was it shrouded in he
asked. Why were scientists from
other countries not invited to
wilness it?

The former Jan Sangh, a

IF the Bharatiyva Janata

motive of

constituent of the Janata Parly,
had abided by Morarji Desai's
decision because of its com-
mitment to discipline but it
broke away from the dissipat-
ing parent y to form the BJP
it reverted to its earlier stand of
[avouring exercise of the nu-
clear option. The Jan Sangh
had, incidentalli. welcomed the
1974 test unlike George Fer-
nandes who was then in the so-
cialist party and had charged
Mrs Gandhi with undertaking
the test to break the railway
strike led by him.

More recenlly, in its 1996
election manifesto as well as
the latest one, the BJP has
committed itself to undertaking
a national security review
through a national security
council with a view to advanc-
ing on the position since 1974
of keeping open the nuclear op-

tion. The national agenda lor
governance of the BJP-led
coalition has echiocd the senti

ment in as many words. Il the
RSS chiel's claim is true that
the 1996 Atal Behari Vajpayee
government had also to with
the idea of going in for nuclear
tests and would have under-
taken them if it had lasted be-
yond its span of 13 days it fur-
ther proves that making India a
de jure nuclear weapons state is
almost an article of faith with
the party.

The personnel of the task
force set ncw: to work out the role
and fu ons of the
national security council (NSC),
namely, Krishna Chandra
Pant, Jamrt S and Air
Commodore (retd) it Slnﬁh
are known vntaﬂ::j of the
‘bomb’. Pant was minister of
State for Defence at the time of
the 1974 test and was also de-
fence minister in the Rajiv
Gandhi government. His pro-

‘bomb’ outlook is thus not the
product of his recent entry iiito
the BJP. Similarly, .Jasjit
Singh. a military officer who
has taken voluntary retirement
to head the Institute for Defence
Studies and Analyses (IDSA) is
an academic with impeccable
intellectual integrity. His being
on the same wave length with
the on the nuclear issue is intel-
lectual, and not political.

It is a different matter that
even before the NSC has been
set ;(!3: and undertook the pro-
po strategic review the gov-
ernment decided to go in for the
tests. The apparent but un-
avoidable feint is to keep the
American CIA from prying and
to avoid the embarrassment of
Washington breathing down the
neck of the government to pre-
empt the tests. It has been said
l‘haLthf: former Prime Minister.
planned maclear tests fii 1489

ul was thwarted by the US
cotning to know ol it in advance
and prevailing ul:on the gov-
erniment against the move.

'Experts’ claiming to be
knowledgeable have said that
the secret of the planned tests
had been 'leaked out’ by the then
prime minister's office. If true,
it could mean either that the po-
litical establishment even at
the highest level was riddled
with US agents or that the wily
Narasimha Rao had deliber-
ately seen to it that the US was
posted with the secret to claim
concessions for giving up the

tests. Was dlu:og S nmvch
to have a ltrnngh: ue wit
India one of the concessions,
besides American technical aid
to the light combat aircraft
stuck on the drawing board lor
over a decade?

As lor the national security
council, the VP Singh Govern-

ment in 1990 had set up one and
packed its advisory council
with lobbyists [or the atom
bomb. Was the possibility of the
government resuming Pokhran
tests one of the factors for its
collapse soon after and not the
Bofors problem as widely be-
lieved? If so, were rajiv Gandhi
and Chandra Shekhar parties
to preempting the tests? Con-
sidering the role of the Chandra
Shekhar regime during the Gulf
War, when US war planes were
allowed to be refuelled in Bom-
bay. it was not inconceivable.
As for the claim of the | K Gu-
jral government deciding to un-
dertake the tests on the even of
its collapse in November last, it
sounds one ol weird statements
Mulayam Singnh Yadav is no-
tortous for. More importantly,
Gujral and Deve Gowda as well
as their Communist allies have
terloratfon i he’ Seciitty sl
ation prompting the tests. How
could the situation have deteri-
orated in six months, necessi-
tating the tests? they asked.
Against this background. ex-
ercising the option, instead ol
keeping it in cold storage, would
mean movement in all direc-

tions. The hackneyed agenda -

for security dialogues, with
Pakistan, China and the US
could yield place to a realistic
assessment of the situation. It
is now possible for India to
drive home to Pakistan the risk
of persisting with promotion of
terrorism. e nexus between
its clnreuumcd weapon capability
and emboldened indulgence in
terrorism in India can be bro-
ken. A clear warning of pursu-
ing the terrorists to their hide-
outs under the accepted interna-
tional principle of 'hot pursuit
will tell, without the risk of
large-scale hostilities.

goals of the system utilizing the
resources available to the sys-
tem.
Projects on implementation
ensue changes that influence or
impacts various interests asso-
ciated with the projects and the
environment that are satisfac-
tory to some but may be harm-
ful to others. This article famil-
larizes the readers with devel-
opment interests and options,
and impacts and assessment
approach.

Development Interests

and Options

Development projects are in-
fluenced by individuals, citi-
zens, entrepreneurs. institu-
tions, societal groups, commu-
nity, etc., for various interests
that are influenced in turn by
the changes ensued on imple-
mentation.

Development interests can,

nerally, be identified under
our major interests groups :
consumers/users, en-
trepreneurs, facilitators and
the society at large. Con-
sumer/users’ interests in devel-
opment projects are related to
their needs or problems. Con-
sumers/users seek for. but not
exclusive, mobility. accessibil-
ity to markets. jobs. housing,
low cost, community facilities,
security, high standard of liv-
ing. etc.

Entrepreneurs are driven by
profit motive and invest in var-
ious sectors like industry,
communication. transporta-
tion, commerce, education,
health and others. Facilitators
are involved to promote infras-
tructural facilities in the areas
such as industry, communica-
tion, transportation, agricul-
ture, education. health, hous-
ing, recreation and sports, elc.
Their activities motivate en-
trepreneurs to invest and pro-
duce. facilitate productivity,
provide jobs, eradicate poverty,
maintain equity, minimise
costs, improve mobility and ac-
cessibility. promote social-eco-
nomic-cultural activities, etc.

«. Whereas the society at large

i.e., a community, a neighbour-
hood, an indigenous society or
citizens group separately or to-
gether is much concerned with

their present and luture liveli-
hood, well-being and welfare,
standard of living. green space,
healthy environment. decent
quality of life, preservation of
culture and tradition, history,
resources, endangered species,
etc.

Public institutions should
essentially belong to one or
more of the four groups. They

for conservation of resources,
etc. Besides, a number of gov-
ernment institutions can be
identified who have interests as
consumers /users for services or
goods, e g., public transporta-
tion and shipping of people and
freights require transportation
infrastructure facilities.

Facilitators and en-
trepreneurs to satisfy their in-
terests select projects among
available options. These op-
tions may cover project Lype,
location, scale, design and
specifications, technology,
policies including fill']‘acgcilng.
operating, pricing, sc ulin
and Dﬂ]ntg'a.l'}l'hergqect DpuonE
influence output performance
attributes — such as level of ser-
vices, standards or quality of
goods. costs, elc.

Projects in turn inlluence
interests of the con-
sumers/users and the at
large, who have wide range of
options for use. consumption,
location or various other activi-
ties relating to goods, services,
land use, residence, employ-
ment, or other social-economi-
cal-cultural in nature; and scale
and pattern.

For example — production of
goods of an industry or new
road may induce consumption
of the goods or activities to shift
along that route. In course of
time increase in consumption
of the goods may cause price in-
flation or increase in traffic
flow on the route may con-
tribute to congestion. This situ-
ation consequently may influ-
ence the decision to increase
grndutunn or improve capacity

modification or expansion
ol the existing facility or build-
ing a new one.

The consumers/users may
shift to other product or route
in case of no action. Again, the
physical presence of the projeci.
and multlifarious activities that
are ensued or induced may hos-
tile the surrounding environ-
ment with waste uct, pollu-
tion, noise; end , 8-
curity, ways of life, culture, etc,,
of the people: and/or dislocate
and displace . business or
job. Event , the project may
not only fail to serve its purpose
but create a larger societal and
environmental problem.

A framework presented in
figure i. consists of the project
options 'P’. people’s options for
activities, goods or services ‘A,
and related output consump-
tion/uses 'O’. The relationships
among P, A and O discussed
earlier, are represented in brief:
(a) P and A determine O. (b) O
causes changes over time in A.

Impacts can be identified as
project attributes i.e.. (i)
strengths, (ii) weaknesses, (iii)
opportunities, and (iv] threats;
or grouped under four identified
interests groups or defined as
positive and negative,

A new railway station or a
bus terminal project will help
to visualize the attributes. Fa-
cilitating movement of people
and transportation of goods.
im mobility and acces-
sibility to land at its vicinity,

' increase in land value, etc.. are

identified as strengths of the
project. People will concentrate
around the location motivated
with u;:lportunitica for work,
live and other activities like
industrial, commercial, real-
estate, recreational and cul-
tural.

On the other hand traffic,
congestion, noise, pollution, de-
lay, long waiting and travel
time, hazards, etc., cause dis-
comfort to the consumers and!

Weakieases SFthe project. Be:
side, miscellaneous nuisances
like waste products or disposal,
llution, noise, crowd, health
azard, erosion; and inconve-
niences in the form of disrup-
tion of landscape, disruption
and/or displacement of busi-
nesses, activities and people;
and others are concomitant to
the project.
e due cuurﬁc ual'nléme. de-
ing upon sc pa
of a plﬂcct haphazard growth,
cultural conflict, wastag
depletion of scarce natural re-
sources, cropland and forestry,
etc., may also occur; and on oc-
casions mass exodus of people
or/and extinction of animals,
species. etc.. may result. Neigh-
bouring villages or comimini-

lies,  sociclics. or interest
groups recognize these nui-

-sances and inconveniences as

Lhreals to the environment that
sustains their ways of life.
Consumers and users are
mainly influenced by perfor-
mances of goods or services and
hence their impacts are re-
flected in terms of time, cost,
size, safety, comfort, quality,
reliability, availability, stan-
dards, specifications, technol-
ogy, etc., in particular and per-
formance in general. En-
trepreneurs are mainly con-
cerned with maximizing their
share of demand and/or their
net revenues, and their impact
variables are costs ol input re-
sources of their projects.
Facilitators are mainly in-
terested in the usage and coudi-
tion of their infrastructure el-
ements, and hence, their im-
pacts are reflected through the

congestion, conflicts, pollution,
displacement or dislocation of

residents, business and/or
other activities.
Strengths of and o uni-

ties due to a project are consid-
ered positive impacts, and
weaknesses and threats are
negative. Again, the four inter-
ests groups will identify im-
pacts as positive if their inter-
ests are complemented., and
negative il « uiitrtary.

Impacts Assessment
Approach

The options of pergjccl and
activity are influenced by per-
formance of output — S or

services. The performance 'S’ is
determined by project options
'P' and output demand volume
or quantity V', i.e., S=J (P,V];
where 'J’' is performance func-
tion and established by 'P’. On
the other hand, demand volume
or quantity V' is dependent
upon 'S’ and people's options for
activities, goods or services 'A’,
i.e., V=K [A, 5); and 'K is demand
function and dependent upon
'A'. Then the output consump-
tion or use at equilibrium of
demand and supply is predicted
as 0*= (S*, V*) and presented in
the figure ii below.

Once the equilibrium posi-
tion is predicted. the different
impact variables can then be es-
timated through a set of impact
models.

S

VaElA.S)

SzJiF.¥)

Fig
Remarks
The range ol interests ol dil-
ferent groups obviously are
wide and often found conflict-
ing, and the project options im-
act differently each of the dif-
erent groups. The challenge
that confronts all is how to
choose projects where the nega-
tive impacts are minimum but
strengths and related opportu-
nities are best exploited, and
thus all the interests concur.
The cope with the challenge re-
quires assessment of impacts
taking consideration of all the
groups and their sub-groups
whose interests are associated
with the projects.
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A New Beginning for Northern Ireland

by A S MNurunnabi

historic accord w.i=
reached on 10th Ap
last, which aimed to e

decades of violence betweel

Protestants who make up the
rnad'uri:y of Northern Ireland
dll

want continued British rule

there and Catholics who seek
union with the Irish Republic to
the south. Struck up at an
almost no-solution point, the
Northern Ireland or in other
words, the Ulster question
constituted one of the knottiest
of problems that kept nagging
at the post-colonial world. The
political mosaic of Northern
[reland became more and more
intricate over the years with the
forceful presence of various
power groups, especially Sinn
Fein. the militant organ of

outlawed Irish Republican
Arm that came to news
headlines many times in the

ast. The political strife ol the
ast three decades was markel
with guerrilla raids, bombing.
assassination, rioting and
various other forms of violence.
The coveted goal of peace was
ultimately reached under the
dogged perseverance of the key
facilitator in the negotiafions.
former US senator George
Mitchell.

The peace settlement was
subject to a referendum which
was held on 22nd May last. In a
massive yearning for change,

71 per cent of the voters in that
referendum said Yes to an
agreement that will transform

the politics of Northern Ireland
and redefine the historically
contentious relations between
London, Dublin and Belfast.
Buoyed by hope and yet clouded
by a past filled with things gone
wrong, the vote sets Lhe stage lor
hard-fought elections on June
25 to a new Northern Ireland
assembly.

The political transforma-
tion of the North was linked to
a key constitutional change in
the Republic ol Ireland. There a
huge majority, in a similar rel
erendum in the south, abolishedl
Dublin's long-standing
territorial claim to the North.
In amending their constitution,
volers in the republic made it
plain that a united Ireland re
mains an aspiration, as it does

among republicans in the
North.

Getting to Yes in the North
wasn't easy: making history

there was seldom trouble-lree.

— Mandira I It took 3000 deaths across three ¢

e vades. It took 10 years ol
h..nunering away at political
paities with links to paramili-
laries. It took cajoling, arm-
twisting and risk taking by two
British Prime Ministers (John
Major and Tony Blair]), two
Irish Prime Ministers (John
Bruton and Bertie Ahern), Pres-

ident Clinton, besides Lthe Lalks
chairman, former US senator
George Mitchell.

Even the campaign in favour
of the deal stumbled badly dur-
ing the six-week run-up to the
referendum. With the agree-
ment now in place, the political
lranslormation of the British
Isles begins. A North-South
Ministerial Council — a nod to
those who aspire to a united lre-
land — must be set up within a
year. A British-Irish Council —
a nod to those who seek to pre-
vent the break-up of the United
Kingdom — will consist of rep-
resentatives of the British and
Irish governments, as well as
devolved institutions in North-
ern Ireland.

Blair will use his command-
ing majority in the Parliament
at Westminster to push through
legislation that will put the pos-
itive verdict ol the referendum
into effect. In the meantime, the

political parties of Northern
Ireland will have to field candi-
dates to fill 108 seats in the new
assembly.

With fingers crossed, the
people of the province will
yvearn for an end to the bombing
and shooting and killing that
are so at odds with their tradi-
tion of churchgoing respectabil-
ity, order an dcc:ncg_
Throughout the tortuous North-
ern Irish peace negotiations it
was commonly and piously said
that if only the politicians
would listen to ordinary pmgle.
there would be peace. Now that
majority of the people have
given positive response in the
referendum, it is to be hoped
that the longed-for peace may
not be difficult to achieve. Dur-
ing the run-up to the referen-
dum, there were reservations in
some quarters on a couple of
emotive side issues, namely, the
“decommissioning” of weapons
and the release of prisoners
convicted ol terrorist activities,
On the gquestion of "decommis-
sioning”, it is felt in general by
the majority in Northern Ire-
land that the fact the IRA are
hanging onto their weapons is
not proof that they intend to use
them in the forseable future — it
is just as likely to reflect their

unwillinguess to be seen Lo
"surrender” and their distrust of
the Protestant — dominated po-
lice. If the fear of a return to vi-
olence is the issue, that is much
more likely to be provoked, ac-
cording to impartial observers,
by dashing the peace process ol
the rocks of decommissioning,
than by allowing Sinn Fein
into the proposed cabinet. The
question of prisoner release is
just as tricky. The fact is that
only prisoners belonging to or-
ganisations that are maintain-
ing ceaselire will be released,

and even they will be let out "on
licence” — which means they
will be yanked back if they re-
offend.

Unionists of Northern Ire-
land. as opined by some keen
analysts, above all have the
huge majority of Yes vote lo
protect them from the thing
they have feared mnst—hemﬁ
forced into a united Irelan
against the consent of the ma-
jority of the []:upulatmu of
Northern Ireland. It would now
be perverse lor Unionists to re-
ject a deal based on the very
principle for which they have
long — and rightly — cam-
paigned.
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