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14 killed in Alagerlan attack:

Fo-urteen civilians were killed and two others were injured in

an armed attack on a village in western ﬁlg:rla overnight,

security services announced Saturday., AFP reports from
iers,

e civilians were murdered in a "cowardly” attack by a "ter-
rorist group” on Kaadra village, according to the communique.
which said security forces had launched a s of the area.
Press and security service reports have given a toll of more than
200 dead in the last 15 days of violence, with more than half the
total reported among members of the Armed Islamic Group

(GIA).
rotest head scarf ban:

March to
Some 100 pro-Islamic students began Saturday a 450 km march

to protest a government ban on head scarves, the Anatolia news
agency reported, AP says from Istanbul.

The students left Istanbul's main train station and were ex-
pected to reach Ankara Tuesday. The government says head
scarves have become a political symbol to a too-fervent Islam
threatening Turkey's secular system. It has called for stricter
enforcement of the scarf ban in schools and public offices.

L]
Japan's oldest person dies:
Japan's oldest person, Suekiku Miyanaga, died at the age of 114
Saturday, JiJi Press News Agency reported. Miyanaga died
simply of old age, it said, AFP reports from Tokyo.

Igorn in 1884, she celebrated her 114th birthday in April at a
nursing home in the southern Japanese town of Okuma, with
the town mayor giving a c:nngratulatmg' speech and handing her
a bouquet of flowers. She married at 24 and had four boys and
seven girls.

Landslide claims 2 in China:

fresh landslide caused by torrential rains in southeastern
China has killed two persons, bringing the total killed in
flooding this year to
reports from Beijing.

The June 20 landslide in Nanping city. Fujian province,
came after 70 cm of rain pounded the region over a seven-day
period, officials said. A further 360,000 livestock have been
dﬁﬁ;f‘e" and 33,200 houses flooded in the downpour, they
a :

OPPOSition win Czech polls:
Opposili

on Social Democrats. having won the country’s early
parliamentary elections. know the toughest part still awaits in
upcoming coalition talks, AP reports from Prague, Czech
Republic.

Parties were discussing possible alliances among themselves
yesterday, before holding negotiations with President Vaclav
Havel. The president has invited the leaders of the Social
Democrats, the Civic Democratic Party, the Christian Demo-
cratic Party and the Freedom Union to Prague Castle today.
More than 76 per cent of the country's 8.09 million voters cast
ballots in the elections Friday and Saturday, which were held
two years ahead of schedule.

5 die 1In Moscow storm: a:icast five

people were Killed and more than 100 were injured when a
violent thunderstorm driven by raging winds pummeled the
Russian capital late Saturday night and Sunday morning, AP
reports [rom Moscow,

A duty officer in the Moscow, health department said five

ple died as a direct result of the storm. The Interfax news
agency said 121 had been hospitalised. The storm struck just be-
fore midnight and raged for about 30 minutes, with nearly con-
stant lightning flashes., heavy downpours and howling wind.
Thousands of trees were downed, causing power outages and
traffic jams.

Iran, Iraq hold talks on POWSs: ax |

Iranian delegationn held talks with Iragi ministers in Baghdad
Saturday on prisoners of war from the 1980-1988 conflict
between their countries, the official news agency INA said, AFP
reports from Baghdad.

The delegation led by Gen Abdollah Najafi, head of the Ira-

nian Committee on Prisoners of War, met Foreign Minister |

Mohammad Said Al-Sahhal and Defence Minister Gen Sultan
Hashem Ahmad. Sahhaf "underscored the need to close the POW
and missing persons file through joint efforts,” INA reported.

EU envoys to leave Minsk: amba-

ssadors of European Union countries will leave the Belarus
capital Minsk today in protest over a row with Belarussian
authorities over the control of official residences, AFP reports
fromm Minsk.

The envoys from ItalF'. France, Britain, Germany and Greece
each delivered notice of their departure to the Belarus fug;{l?n
ministry. the British Ambassador, Jessica Pearse, announced.

Cuba, Bahamas deal on immigration:

The Bahamas will send home any Cuban boat ple to reach its
shores under a new deal signed by Nassau and Havana. officials
said Saturday, AFP reports from Havana.

Bahamas Foreign Minister Janet Bostwick and Cuban
Deputy Foreign Minister Jorge Bolano signed the agreement in
Nassau, according to a statement, published in the communist
party daily Granma. The accord, which updates the two island
nations' 1996 immigration agreement, "aims to improve proce-
dures for a more effective and speedy repatriation of illegal
immigrants.” the statement said.

Chemical train derails in US:

A chemical train jumped its tracks, spilling 11,400 litres of
formaldehyde that forced 100 families to evacuate and sent
seven ple to the hospital for breathing problems, reports AP
from Huntington, West Virginia.

About 30 cars of the 148-car train derailed Saturday near the
Ohio River, but none went into the water, official said. People
who were within 1.6 km of the site were evacuated while other
nearby residents were told to remain indoors and seal off venti-
lation systems. Six residents and the train's conductor were
treated for breathing trouble. The train also carried sodium hy-
droxide, hydrochloride acid and multon sulfur. Several coal
cars were thrown from the tracks.

HK Airport Railway opens: tong
Kong's Airport ilway an important piece oI a new airport
construction project costing a total of 202.1 billion US dollars,
began service Sunday, two weeks before the airport opens, AP
reports from Hong Kong.

The 34 km railway links downtown Hong Kong to the new

0, local officials said yesterday, AFP .

Chek Lap Kok ai

rport, built on a man-made islet at the tip of the

outlying Lautau Island and the nearby town of Tung Chung.

Marchers in Cambodia
hold rally defying ban

PHNOM PENH, Jun 21; Defy-
ing a government ban on
demonstrations during the run-
up to elections, thousands of
Cambodians joined opposition
leader Sam Rainsy on Sunday
in a public rall{;alllng for the

July 26 vote to be free and fair,
reports AP.
About 2,500 protesters

marched through the streets of
Phnom Penh carrying blue-
and-white banners that said,
“we want a free and fair elec-
tion,” "the election is bein~
rigged,” and "stop elc.tion
killings.”

The demonstration, which
began at the Olympic Stadium
and ended at the Sam Rainsy
Party headquarters, went ahead
despite repeated state-run tele-
vision and radio broadcasts
warning that rallies in Phnom
Penh are prohibited until after
the election.

Sam Rainsy ignored the ban,
calling it "unconstitutional.”

The authorities, apparently
unwilling to give him more
ammunition to criticise the po-
litical environment as not be-

ing conducive to free and fair
polls, allowed the rally to go
ahead.

However, about 100 people
coming to the demonstration by
bus and truck from a south-
western suburb of the capital
were stopped and detained for
two hours by local officials, ac-
cording to a UN human rights
worker,

They were released un-
harmed only to be temporarily
detained a second time just out-
side the city.

Sam Rainsy said Friday his
party would not participate in
the upcoming campaign unless
measures are implemented to
ensure conditions are conducive
for free and fair elections.

He Indicated Sunday that the
overnment's willingness to let
im go ahead with the rally was

a good sign.

His participation in the
elections, he said Sunday, de-
pends in part on "how free we
can be to express our opinion”
as the election date approaches.

“ rh freedoms should be ap-

+ . nationwide, he said.

NEW DELHI, Jun 21: India's
hard-line Interior Minister, in
charge of formulating policy on
Kashmir, has said his govern-
ment is willing to discuss the
dispute lcrrltu? with neigh-
bouring rival Pakistan any-
time, reports AP.

"We have never shied away
from talking about Kashmir.
Never. We are willing to talk
about Kashmir," said Lal Kr-
ishna Advani in an interview to
the private Home TV channel to
be broadcast Monday night. Ex-
cerpts of the interview were
made available (o the press
Sunday.

Just last month Advani had
warned Pakistan not to inter-
fere in Indian-held Kashmir
saying that India's newl
demonstrated nuclear capabil-
1tly that had introduced a new
element in the simmering re-
gional conflict. This sparked a
war of words with Pakistan in
which Advani was accused of
brandishing a nuclear sword.

India and Pakistan have
fought three wars in the last 50
years, two of them over the Hi-
malayan territory of Kashmir

Lthat is now divided between
them. Both countries lay claim
to the whole area.

India has repeatedly accused
Pakistan of arming and train-
ing Muslim militants in Kash-

- mir who want independence or

union with Islamic Pakistan.
Pakistan says it provides only
moral support to the militants
in Kashmir, the only Muslim-
majority state in predomi-
nantly Hindu India.

Advani describes India’s five
nuclear tests — three on May 11
and two on May 13 — as one of
the biggest achievernents of his
three-month old Bharatiya
Janata Party-led ruling coali-
tion. Pakistan responded with
its own tests a few weeks later.

"For a long time... ever since
China's first nuclear tests, |
have been longing to see India
become a nuclear power." he
said.

Advani, who only recently
stepped down as president of the
Hindu right-wing BJP, said the
talks on Kashmir would also
include alleged Pakistan-spon-
sored terrorism in Kashmir.

International

BLIEFRY India WiAd"aﬂi says

lling to discuss
Kashmir with Pakistan

DHAKA MONDAY,

Last month's tit-for-tat nu-
clear tests by India and Pak-
istan heightened tensions in
one of the world's most volatile
regions. The tests also brought
the Kashmir dispute into inter-
national focus with the world
community pressing for its
early resolution.

Advani said India did not
mind international pressure to
discuss the Kashmir issue be-
cause New Delhi was "willing to
do it anyway.” But, he reiterated
India’'s stand that it will not ac-
cept any outside mediation to
hc:?p resolve the dispute. Pak-
istan wants outside involve-
ment on the Kashmir issue, be-
lieving it is at a disadvantage in
one-on-one talks with its much
larger and more powerful
neighbour,

Indian Prime Minister Atal
Beharl Vajpayee is scheduled to
meet his Pakistani counterpart
Nawaz Sharif during a regional
summit in the Sri Lankan capi-
tal Colombo next month, but of-
ficials refused to say whether
the two would have any bilat-
eral talks.
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An Indian police officer interviews two brides, Leela, center, and Kerma, who survived a
massacre, at the district police headquarters in Doda, 178 km from Jammu, India, Saturday.
Twenty-five Hindus of a wedding party were allegedly killed by militants in Champnari of

Jammu region.

— AP/UNB photo

Mahathir quells allegations
of corruption in govt

KUALA LUMPUR, Jun 21:
Malaysian Prime Minister Ma-

‘hathir Mohamad appears to

have emerged the winner Sun-
day at a party convention eiec-
trified allegations of nepo-
tism and corruption in his gov-
ernment, reports AP.

In a conierence hall buzzing
for three days with talk of cor-
ruption and cronyism in the
upper echelons of the governing
United Malays National Organ-
isation party. Mahathir on
Saturday released a list of peo-
ple awarded government con-
tracts and promtsed more
names.

On that list were some of the
very people who have accused
his leadership of cronyism.

"This is a pattern Mahathir
has [ollowed whenever he has
been challenged," said Chandra
Muzzafar, a professor of politics
at University of Malaysia.

Mahathir also met his crit-

ics head-on in 1987, when he
faced a challenge from within
his party regarding the coun-
try’s recession, said Chandra.

On Saturday, Mahathir, 72,
Asia's longest-serving leader
since President Suharto's re-
cent ouster in Indonesia, de-
scribed the list as "just a start.”

"We are preparing the details
and maybe we will release more
and the press can have a look,"
he said on the penultimate day
of the UMNO convention. "We
will see from the list who bene-
fited, whether they are cronies
or the son and daughters of the
leaders.”

Among the prominent
names listed was that of Ahmad
Zahid Hamidi. the powerful
leader of the UMNO Youth win
whom the local press descri
as "No. 1 Antagonist” for spear-
heading the campaign against
corruption in UMNO.

ore the delegates gathered

Thursday for the annual con-
vention, Zahid had threatened
lo do what Mahathir did Satur-
day — provide a list of benefac-
tors of cronyism.

Zahid's list never materi-
alised, though he called for an
end to cronyism and nepotism
in his s before the UMNO
Youth wing on Thursday, draw-
ing some cheers and applause.

Now. Zahid appears on the
defensive, and state-backed
newspapers on Sunday criti-
cised him for raising the issues.

Dr. Mahathir is all too
aware of this tactic, havin
been given many labels — g
or bad — in his six decades of
political life,” said Kadir Jasin,
editor of The New Straits Times
in an editorial Sunday.

"Mahathir has secured his
position for now and immedi-
ate future.” said Jomo Sun-
dlram, professor of economics at
the university of Malava.

‘Clinton’s tﬁp to China
tull of political risks’

WASHINGTON, Jun 21: Bill
Clinton will become the first
US president to visit China
since the 1989 Tiananmen
Square massacre when he ar-
rives there Thursday for a nine-
day visit filled with significant
puﬂtical risks, reports AP.

With no major agreements
in sight. Clinton will be under
pressure to justify clinking
champagne glasses with a
communist regime accused of
human rights violations and
religious persecution.

efending a policy he once
denounced as coddling, Clinton
will have to explain his pursuit
of increased cooperation with
Beijing. Television clips may
remind Americans that candi-
date Clinton criticised Presi-
dent George Bush for signalling
“that we would do business as
usual with those who murdered
freedom in Tiananmen

Square.”
"l don't think this is a politi-

cal gainer for the president,”
said Andrew J Nathan of
Columbia University's East
Asian Institute. "In fact, China
policy has been a political loss-
maker for all the presidents
since Tiananmen. But it's some-
thing that has to be managed in
order to manager our foreign

policy.”

The mood of Clinton's visit
has beeén tainted by congres-
sional investigations of alleged
campaign contributions from
China and whether America's
national security was jeopar-
dised by China's launching of
US-made communications
satellites from Loral Space and
Communications. Congres-
sional coinmittees and the Jus-
tice Department are investigat-
ing satellite technology trans-
fers. Critics charge that cam-
paign contributions from Loral
and other companies have
played a role as well.

Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat adjusts his headdress

during a ceremony in the West Bank town of Bethlehem

Saturday.

— AP/UNB photo

Arafat to meet 2
main opposition
-#}eaders soon

RAMALLAH. Wes ”'“3‘;;}’“” ;

21: Palestinian leader Sser
Arafat has ugreed in principle
to meel leaders ol Lhe 1wo main
PLO opposition factions in
Cairo soon, the two factions
said Saturday, reports AFP.
"The issue was raised and
president Arafat gave his
agreement in principle to this
meeting of national dialogue.”
Kais Samerai (Aka Abu Leila),
an official of the Democratic
Front for the Liberation of
Palvstine (DFLP). told AFP,
Samerur also said Nayef
H.awatmeh, head ol the DFLP,
and George Habash. head ol the
biggest PLO opposition faction,
the Popular Front for the Lib-
eration (PFLP) would take part
personally in the meeting.

i\Tetanyahu defends new Jerusalem

development plan

JERUSALEM. Jun 21; Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
defended a new Jerusalem de-
velopment programme against
US criticism that it would jeop-
ardise the peace process, Israel
radio reported Saturday, re-
ports AP.

The programme submitted to
Netanyahu Thursday, seeks to
boost investment and maintain
the Jewish population of
Jerusalem at 70 per cent.

It also proposes to expand
the authority of the city west-
ward to include several Jewish
suburbs. It is expected to be
passed by the Israeli Cabinet

Sunday, .
The Clinton administration
has assailed Netanyahu for
considering the plan, and in a
phone conversation with Ne-
tanyahu over the weekend. US
Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright expressed anger that
Israel would take such a
"provocative step.” Israel radio

reportied.

Netanyahu. in response, said
the programme was not in-
tended as a political maneuver,
but was designed to address
economic needs, Israel radio
reported.

Cabinet Secretary Danny
Naveh said on Israel Television
that Israel had every right to
strengthen and develop
Jerusalem.

“"We are talking about devel-
opment of infrastructure in
Jerusalem ... This programme
is in no way contradictory to
any agreements with the Pales-
tinians." said Naveh.

The future of Jerusalem is to
be negotiated in talks on a per-
manent Israeli-Palestinian
peace agreement that have not
yet begun; but are to conclude by
May 1999.

‘Many North Koreans lwing
on bark, wild plants’

BEIJING, Jun 21: The virtual
shutdown of North Korea's food
distribution system is forcing
many of its ]iu:cnge:. especially
wortnen and children, to survive
on bark and wild plants until
the summer harvest, aid ofli-
cials said Sunday, reports AP.

Aid programmes, have
helped to save many north Ko-
reans from outright starvation,
but [ilm footage taken by the
World Food Programme during
a visit to the isolated nation
showed children suffering from

r health and stunted growth.

ey no longer appeared to be
desperately thin, however.

"l think it's possible that
we've prevented a famine,” said
Abigail Spring. a WFP official
who just returned from a week-
long visit to North Korea.

Spring noted, however, that
hunger and malnutrition re-
mained serious problems and
after several consecutive years
of poor harvests due to bad
weather and ineffective man-
agement, North Korea remains
on famine's edge.

Hospitals were reporting an

increase in patients sullering
from intestinal problems
caused by the consumption of
substitute foods, she said.

As North Korea's economy
has stagnated, water and sewage
systems have broken down and
lﬁc medical system is failing,
said Jean Jacques Graisse, P
deputy executive director, who
also traveled to North Korea to
meet with senior officials.

The severity of the food
shortages will depend on how
much rain the country gets in
the coming, usually wet,
months. Last year, severe
drought withered crops.

In the long term, the country
is likely to face severe erosion

roblems because crops have

een planted almost :'.rt:rf'
where — including steep hill-
sides — by farmers desperate to
grow more food, he said.

Next month, UNICEF, the
World Food Programme and the
European Union plan a coun-
trywide assessment of children
aged six-months to seven-
years-old in North Hu?ca that
will be used to plan future hu-

nianitarian programimes.

Some will involve helping
North Korean medical stall re-
habilitate malnourished chil-
dren, who are at risk of suffer-
ing permanent damage to their
physical and mental develop-
ment.

The food aid programme has
been hindered by the North Ko-
rean government's refusal to al-
low foreign aid workers to mon-
itor distribution of food in all
areas to ensure it reaches those
most in need.

The World Food Programme
(WFP) officials said they were

temporarily cutting back and
would distribute 55,000 tons
less food than originally

planned due to the restrictions
on access to 39 of the country's
210 countries.

The reduction would affect
765,000 North Koreans, mostly

women and children, they said.

So far, 534,442 tons of lood
have been distributed or con-
firmed as contributed through
the World Food Programme and
other groups since the begin-
ning of the year.
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Newsweek report says

China pledges to sign

™

NEW YORK, Jun 21: Chinese
President Jiang Zemin has
promised to sign the UN Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights in the fall,
missing President Bill Clin-
ton's upcoming state visit for
this human rights break-
through for Beijing, Newsweek
says, reports AFP.

The Newsweek report on
Jiang's pledge, in the issue of
the magazine due out Monday,
follows a statement Thursday
by China's foreign ministry
saying Beijing was speeding up
preparations to sign the UN
covenant ahead of Clinton’'s
June 25-July 3 trip.

covenant on HR

China's UN ambassador
signed its sister trealy, the In-
ternational Covenant on Eco-
nomic, Social and Cultural
Rights on the eve of Jiang's
landmark visit to the United
States last October, and human
ri‘ghts groups had been hopeful
ol a parallel signing during
Clinton's visit,

The economic. social and
cultural rights covenant is
waiting to be ratified by China's
National People's Congress,
Jiang is quoted as saying in
Newsweck.

Jiang says the purpose of
Clinton's visit "is Lo promote
the further growth of Sino-US
relations.

Oft the Record

Real-life Rip Van Winkle!

TEZPUR, Assam: It might sound bizarre, but it's true. India
now has it's own Rip Van Winkle, though with a slight differ-

ence, reports IANS.

A 50-year-old man in the northeast Indian state of Assam
has stepped out of his dingy dark room for the first time in 36

years.

Like any other boy of his age, Thula Bora was preparing for
his  matriculation examination way back in 1962 at Dekar-

paon village near Tezpur,

180 km north of the capital Guwa-

hati. Suddenly he was struck by this wild idea of spending his

life in absolute seclusion.

"He never came out of his room nor allowed any light to en-
ter through his windows for the last 36 years,” Anup Baruah, a

school friend, told IANS.

Family members and relatives failed to persuade Bora to
step out of his room and after a few months of coaxing they gave
up. Since then he spent most of his time either sleeping or just
doing nothing inside the room.

"He didn't shave, he didn’t have a haircut all these years.
And he refused to talk to anybody,” Smriti Bora, a relative, said.

Last week the small village of Dekargaon woke up to a sur-
prise when they found Thula Bora outside his house. As word
spread and people from near and far kept streaming in to have
a look at him, Bora sat totally silent.

"Curious onlookers have made a beeline (for the village) to
see Thula Bora,” Bijoy Das, a local resident, said.

Relatives and family members are now hoping that Bora
does not go back into seclusion once again.

They are also nervous about the continuous stream of visi-
tors. Family members recalled that when curious people came
to have a look at Bora when he initially went into seclusion,
he became irritable and refused to eat anything for days to-

ether,
: "We don't know whether it was a bout of some psychiatric
disorder or whether he was influenced by some supernatural
power.” a villager said of Bora's peculiar lifestyle.

Computer 'pets' for
the elderly

LONDON: Hundreds of old-age pensioners at retirement

homes in London are to receive Tamagochi computer 'ipets“ as
iifts to help them stay alert, as part ol a pilot project financed
t;}' the Japanese maker of the toys, The Observer weekly re-
ported yesterday, says AFP.
In place of a dog or cat, which many elderly people must
leave Bchlnd when they go into a home, the pensioners will
have to look after the [)';aslc virtual needs of these electronic
"chicks’ which "die" unless they are fed and properly cared for.

After the phenomenal success of their product with children
the world over, bandai, the Tamagochi makers believe the vir-
tual pets can take over the therapeutic role habitually at-
tributed to animal pets of old people.

However, Catherine Carroll. a psychologist quoted in The
Observer disagreed. "It doesn't sound as though this will be very
:-;nmhing.{ for the pensioners. They will be afraid of them dying.”
she said,

Jailed Timorese

rebel rejects
Habibie’s offer

JAKARTA, Jun 21: An im-
risoned rebel chief from East
mor on Sunday rejected an

offer from Indonesia's president
for freedom in exchange for
worldwide recognition of the
disputed territory as part of
Indonesia, reports AP.

“In principle. 1 don't agree,"
separatist rebel commander
Jose Xanana Gusmao said in
Jakarta's Cipinang jail, where
he is serving a 20-year sentence
for fighting Indonesian forces.
He was arrested in 1992,

Gusmao briefly commented
on the proposal by President BJ

Habibie in response to a ques-

tion from an Associated Press
reporter who entered the prison
during visiting hours.

Gusmao, who is revered by
many East Timorese, has said
the former Portuguese colony
should be allowed to determine
if it wants independence in a
referendum.

Tens of thousands
observe Sukarno’s

death anniversary

. BLITAR. Indonesia, Jun 21:
Tens of Thousands of people
prayed:here overnight to cul-
minate. celebrations marking
the 28th anniversary of the
death of Indonesia's first presi- '
dent, Sukarno, witnesses said
today. reports AFP.

Some 50,000 people poured
into this east Javanese town
Saturday to pay homage to the
late Sukarno, better known as
"Bung Karno,” at the tomb
where he was laid to rest.

"People were spilling into
every part of the city. Every
street corner was swamped by
people” a resident said.

However, by dawn Sunday
most of the crowds had begun to
leave the city, leaving about
some 2,000 praying at the house
of Sukarno's late sister. (il
the tomb.

4 European defence
ministers see no
use of force to

solve Kosovo crisis

PALMA DE MAJORCA, Sp-
ain, June 21: Four European
defence ministers said on Sat-
urday they hoped military force
would not be necessary to solve
the crisis in Kosovo, and said
Russia's efforts were key in
finding a diplomatic solution,
reports Reuters.

Defence ministers from
France, Spain, Italy and Portu-
gal made the comments after a
meeting on this Spanish island
to discuss topics related to the
Europe for rapid response
forces from the four nations.

A major issue raised at the
meeting was the crisis the trou-
bled Serbian province of
Kosovo where more than 300
people have been killed and
tens of thousands have fled
since February when police
cracked down on separatist
ethnic Albanian guerillas from
the Kosovo Liberation Army,

Int’] airport of
Guinea Bissau
still under
rebel control

DAKAR, Jun 21: Guinea Bis-
saul's international airport was
still in rebel hands Saturday,
diplomatic sources said here.
while sporadic automatic
weapons fire was heard [rom
the area during the day. reports
AFP.

Senegalese troops backing
soldiers loyal to Guinea Bis-
sau's President Joao Bernardo
Vieira on Friday attacked army
mutineers dug in at the airport,
which has become the focus of
fighting in the west African
state.

Meanwhile diplomatic
sources in Dakar said seven
white people — two French, a
Canadian, two Dutch, a German
and a seventh person of un-
known nationality — had been
taken hostage by insurgents 30
kilometres west of Bissau, the
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