Fﬂ_”(ﬂh:@ﬁailg Star

Founder-Editor: Late S. M. Ali
Dhaka Monday, June 22, 1998

Night of National Trauma

Saturday's was possibly the largest black-out in
the history of this nation. At a point of the night-
long ordeal the whole country including the
Bangabhaban was without one watt of electric
power for one whole hour. And the different zones
and areas experienced two to eight hours of black-
out. In the capital city the luckiest ones had their
power cut for nearly two hours. And these were few
in number. For most the misery continued for
three to six hours, for some extending even up to
the Sunday morning.

This was as if the nation had passed out. And not
for the first time in these past two years. This na-
tion must resist recurrence of such fits or it is done
for.

What ails our power situation, its generation
and distribution? Political unresponsiveness to
the power needs of the nation and its growth com-
pounded by bad management rendered nearly an-
archic by corruption riddling it through and
through have combined to make a terminally ill
patient of the Bangladesh power sector.

When the government at the outset confidently
spoke of setting things right in two or six months
or the next year, they simply talked through their
hats without any understanding of the phe-
nomenon whatsoever. One hopes wisdom is dawn-
ing on them and they will be able to come to grips
with the situation before our appointment with the
economic take-off gets all mangled and messed up.

We only wish the electricity people took all the
right lessons from this costly tragedy so that any
recurrence could be prevented or at least be tackled
better than on Saturday night. How did it all go
wrong? We wouldn't take the plea of a technical
fault. All such is traceable to human error. We
must learn from such error.

The power sector is passing through a crisis sit-
uation. Even the installed capacity falls short of
the national need by more than 500 megawatt. And
much of this installed capacity is in no dependably
obliging form, breaking down every now and then.
The engineers are trying to row to shore a thor-
oughly holed boat by every ingenious way. It is for
the political authority to see that the boat doesn't
sink. .

Will this Saturday night national trauma be
able to move the government to embark on some
emergency work relieving the pressure on our elec-
tric system? This is the first necessity.

Railway Does it Again

Bangladesh Railway's privatised acre is expand-
ing. After the pioneering experiment of handing
Dhaka-Narayanganj branch line train operations
over to a private sector enterprise, commercial op-
erations of two more — 'Karnaphuli Express, run-
ning between Dhaka and Chittagong route and
Balaka express, shuttling between Dhaka and
Mymensingh — have been leased out to a private
concern. According to the deal, railway authority
will supply fuel of the train and appoint the guards.
The lease holder will sell tickets and perform man-
agement work with its own staff. It is a laudable
but cautious act of following through a step that
was necessitated in the first place by the twin dev-
ils that have come to plague this public sector com-
munication mode — ticketless travel and lack of
service. This means short of free market the au-
thorities are keen to try all other options to stem
the rot in railway.

This, however, leaves one question unanswered.
With operational responsibilities going to the pri-
vate hands what will happen to those who had
shouldered those in the public sector? Will the gov-
ernment continue to foot their bill? Then the
whole purpose of privatisation would be lost. Be-
cause, after all, the prime purpose behind privati-
sation is to downsize the public sector behemoth
and replace the chronic systems loss by a better
value for people's money. Railway has to get rid of
the extra flab it is suffering from .

One vital aspect that should not be allowed to go
out of focus is lack of maintenance. This is a na-
tional problem. All government sector establish-
ments are affected by this syndrome. And none
makes a more compelling case of this than the
Railways. Rampant corruption and authorities’
indifference have played havoc with this transport
system that for safety, eco-friendliness and mass
capacity should have been a model of efficiency.

Do Something about It

Home Minister Rafiqul Islam informed the Par-
liament on Saturday that roads constitute about 10
per cent of the total land-area of Dhaka city which
is 15 per cent below the world standard. The sprawl
in the metropolis has been almost entirely devoid
of new roads. There is hardly any space to either
construct roads or expand the existing ones, so
squeezed are we on all sides.

This structural limitation, however, is not
unique to Dhaka city, Bangkok and Singapore be-
ing similarly hamstrung by space problems. So,
they have gone for expressways, flyovers, under-
passes and bypasses to ease off traffic loads and
mitigate a veritable demographic disaster the like
of which lurks over Dhaka's horizon though. Espe-
cially in Bangkok where one needed mendicant's
patience to get by only in the eighties one today
sees flyovers relieving the commutation pressures
on the ground to a noticeable degree.

Thank God, such traffic engineering aspects
have started weighing with us lately and that the
Home Minister sounded hopeful of 'overcoming'
the traffic jam via flyovers and bypasses in 18
months’ time or so. The DCC has built some under-
passes already for pedestrian traffic but could con-
sider having them on small scale for limited diver-
sion of motorised traffic at extremely busy inter-
sections. Basically we ought to go for flyovers
whﬁrmr:r possible which can serve as by-passes as
well.

Will the government come up with a thorough-
bred time-bound traffic engineering plan for a
definitive reduction in the nightmarish hardship

| the denizens daily face on the roads?

URASIA is the world's
axial super continent.
Two of the \\;uﬂ:i‘ﬁ three

ros zones, West Euro
Em:l E:P Asia are located herg?
All the historical pretenders to
global originated in this
continent. The world's most
Eopulnua as ts to onal
: a and India, are
also in Eurasia. After the
United States six largest
economies = and military
spenders are there, as are all but
one of the world's nuclear
powers. Eurasia accounts for 70
per cent of the world
go}rulau:m. 60 per cent of the
P and 75 per cent of its en-
ergy resources. Obviously any
nation dominant over Eurasia
can reach out for global control.
After the second world war
both USA and Soviet Union
competed for this dominance —
UsS ugh NATO, its geopoliti-
cal bridgehead in Eurasia and

Soviet Union being the core
country of Eurasian landmass
through the ownership of the

world's largest piece of real-es-
tate spanning as many as ten
time-zones as well as a measure
of industrial advancement ac-
complished during the Soviet
era.

While NATO helped entrench
American political influence
and military power on the
Eurasian mainland and en-
hanced them further through
NATO enlargement the Soviet
disintegration left her with the
prospects further disintegra-
tion and decline in terms of
Russian influence even in her
'near abroad' comprised of the
former republics of the Union.
Even internally, Russia with
her multiple problems of polity,
economy and military demor-
alisation as well as an acute
identity crisis remains more of
a 'political black hole' between
a united European Community
in the West and China, a bur-
geoning economic and military
power and Japan, already an
economic super-power in the
East.

It is precisely this dwindling
clout of Russia which has set in
motion a process for the remak-
ing of Eurasia which has no
more been quite the same again
after the cold war.

Russia has directly con-

NCE again, the world is

vacillating as ethnic

cleansing intensifies in
Kosovo. This time the world
cannot plead ignorance. Unlike
Bosnia, where the West waited
three years before acting, the
Serbian onslaught in Kosovo
was expected, and the West's
possible retaliation was
publicised in advance. Saber-
rattling of the kind that took
place pn June 15, (85 NATO
planes buzzed Serbian border)
does not impress Serbian Pres-
ident Milosevic, only real force
does. Milosevic is encouraged
by the fact that the Clinton
Administration has not re-
newed President Bush's
Christmas 1992 threat to use
force if Serbia attacked Kosovo.
and by West's declaration that
they are opposed to an indepen-
dent Kosovo.

Milosevic takes heart from
the knowledge that while in the
Middle East the US does not
prejudge the outcome of nego-
tiations, in Kosovo the US has
categorically stated that the
Kosovars cannot have inde-
pendence, only limited auton-
omy. This stance sends Milo-
sevic a mixed signal, with the
imiplication that the conflict is
Serbia's "internal” affair.
Western hesitation gives Milo-
sevic precious time to elicits
the support of its "indignant”
Slav brother, Russia, to fore-
stall any western military ac-
tion. as he goes about enforcing
his will on Kosovo's ethnic Al-
banian Muslim majnrltt;.

Why can't Kosovo Albanians

A Tour D'Horizon of Eurasia

Although China is a new-player for dominance over changed Eurasia, her possibilities are enormous. With
Russia mired in continuing troubles at home the former republics of USSR like Kazakhstan and Kyrgistan
look to China as economic role model.

tributed not only to the breakup
of USSR by seceding from the
union but also to the fragmen-
tation of Eurasia by pf:gclmt-
ing a collision course with the

ghbours most of whom were
her fellow republics within
former Soviet Union. Instead of
forging a common front with
these entities as was envisaged
in" 1991 treaty creating CIS
(Commonwealth of Independent
States) it ﬂlarr:ll:d virtually
with all making an inroad for
the external forces possible in
this volatile region.

It soured it relations with all

the union's former republics,
fought bitterly with Ukraine
over Black Sea fleet and depre-
cated countries like Belarus
which graviated most towards
her. Even within its own bor-
ders Russia's central govern-
ment incessantly duelled with
Chechnya, Tartarstan, In-
shetia. Primorsky. North
ancasia Volga basin and
Siberian republic which had
wide ranging demands from au-
tonomy to secession making
much of Eurasia unstable.

With the spectre of further
disintegration looming the
clout of western rs and
that of international organisa-
tions only tremendously grew
in the on, but with a differ-
ence. is time the United
States seems unable to retain
its exclusive control over the
process unlike in the aftermath
of second world war when
Eurasia was her sole domain
alongside Soviet Union. Now
the western allies like Ger-
many, Japan and Turkey are
likely to adopt independent
policies and postures in the re-
gion.

The jockeying of western in-
terests this time is likely to ex-
acerbate tension between and
within the countries of Eurasia.
The West will also, for the first
time, confront new challenges
from China if not from Russia
which would require much
strengthening from its present

redicaments to put up a chal-
enge to western scheming at

What's Wrong with an IndependentKosovo?

this juncture, .

In the western periphery of
Eurasia, France and Germany
will, of course, continue to be
the key players with whom the
US will be required to share
leadership in NATO as well as
to accept Europe's increasing
role in the reshaping of Eurasia.
Without both these countries
there will be no Europe and
without Europe there will never
be a cooperative trans-Eurasian
system.

Both these countries, par-
ticularly Germany, have diller-
ent objectives to graviate to-
ward. As the cultural and eco-
nomic leader of an integrating
Europe, a reunited Germany
will demand more active role in
Eurasia. She has assiduously
built on its already good rela-
tionship with East European

nomic role model. These two
states, larger geographically
than three Germanys and two
Frances combined. but with
only 20 millions unevenly dis-
tributed people are already tar-
get of a burgeoning China with
its 1.26 bn population. A con-
stantly declining Russia has al-
lowed several newly indepen-
dent states to slip into China's
sphere of influence. In central
Asian republics China's grow-
ing influence could mean a re-
turn of power to the commu-
nists but of Chinese version.
However both demographics
and economics may determine
China's real opening to Eurasia
in Russia's Far East and
Siberia. Huge Soviet-era enter-
Brises in this region with onl

4 million population and
per cent of Russia's resources
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countries and former republics
of USSR. German trade and in-
vestment in Czech Republic,
Slovakia, Hungary, Romania,
Bulgaria, Ukraine and Belarus
are comparable to those coun-
tries’' total combined trade and
investment with other Euro-
an countries. Britain and the
S have made determined ef-
forts to increase their trade and
influence to counter German
dominance in this region. But
by all indications three new
ATO member-designate will
be client of Germany rather
than the US. Unlike in the past
the Western influence in new
Eurasia is tn%tn be split one.
Although China is a new-
player for dominance over
changed Eurasia, her ibili-
ties are enormous. With Russia
mired in continuing troubles at
home the former republics of
USSR like Kazakhstan and
Kyrgistan look to China as eco-

are in deep decline. They are no
more competitive; neither can
they be modernised primarily
because of Russia's waning cen-
tral authority and r econ-
omy. Also lies buried under this
desolate area 80 per cent of the
world's known coal reserve,
China with her chronic energy
shortage as well as strain on its
resources has logical stake in
those Russian wealth which are
virtually useless to Russia at
present. In fact, there is little
that prevents China from
ﬁainlng economic and political

ominance in Russia's wild
East.

China's rising economic and
military power as well as its
growing clout in the remaking
of Eurasia would however bring
Japan in an inevitable rivalry
with her. Japan has worked
hard to achieve certain interna-
tional standing which the
world not like to be diluted in

LETTER FROM AMERICA

Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed writes from Princeton

—

the face of a Chinese challcnge.
After all she is a powerful
member of G-8 club and her
economic might is only next to
that of the United States. To
counter Chinese influence in
the region she has only to
strengthen her military dra-
matically and take an indepen-
dent and assertive posture in
her Far East policy.

She seems to have partially
done it by raising her defence
budget to $50bn, the third

largest in the world. If Russia's

Far Eastern regions gain more
autonomy, Japan will have real
opportunity to regain her four

Kuril islands lost during the
second world war, and will be
able to dominate neighbouring
Sakhalir islands. The US how-
ever stands to lose its influence
in the Pacific if it permits an
unfettered Japanese or Chinese
build up in the political vacuum
of Russian Far . Alternately
it may as well strengthen
Russian or Indian capability in
the area to keep the Japanese or

Chinese out.

In the coming century
Turkey will be a significant
player in the remaking of Eura-
sia — particularly in its south
where in Turkie-inhabitated
Central Asia as well as in Rus-
sian Federation's Volga basin,
Tartarstan and Bashkiria she
wields considerable influence.
Turkey as the centre of Ottoman
empire dominated till last cen-

tu all these areas, the
B s and as a matter of fact
whole of South Eastern Europe.

Now with her current economic
success and linkage with the
NATO she has a potential to in-
tegrate at least the newly inde-
pendent central Asian states
into a Pan-Turkie state.
Turkey's new mission would
however demand a jettisonin

of her western political, socia
and cultural values and her
ability to offer a clear alterna-

tive to the West. Nevertheless,
Eurasia has traditionally and
historically been the domain of
Russia either during its Czarist

Why can't Kosovo Albanians have their independence? They form 90 per cent of the population in Kosovo and

clearly live under the threat of annihilation by the minority Serbs.

have their independence?; They
form 90 per cent of the popula-
tion in Kosovo and clearly live
under the threat of annihila-
tion by the minority Serbs. The
real reason lor the western re-
luctance remain unspoken. To
&ut it undiplomatically, the
est develops cold feet when-
ever there is a possibility of
another Muslim-majority na-
tion emerging. If President
Clinton wants to act, he can.
Tony Blair wants to teach
Milosevic a "bloody lesson.”

US Senate Majority leader
Trent Lott and Senator John
McCain, both Republicans, say
that America "cannot stand by
for a continuation of ethnic
cleansing and slaughter™ by the
"out of control” Serbs. The
question is: will Clinton? In
spite of all their professed de-
termination not to let Milose-
vic have his murderous way
this time, when Milosevic calls
their bluff, the West goes into a
familiar routine. The western
modus operandi is: more meet-
ings, more threats, more saber-
rattling, more meetings — and
more time allowed for Serbian
looting, killing, raping and
ethnic cleansing. (Cynics say

that some European nations
were furious with the Serbs for
not finishing off the Bosnian
Muslims during the three full
years of Western inactivity.)
Contrast this with western atti-
tude towards Iraq. They are
ready to obliterate the country
at the drop of a hat, and indeed
for the last eight years have

been decimating its civilian
population with crippling
sanctions. Complete depen-

dence on western assistance
will ensure that Kosovo will
not have its independence.

The West can never be
faulted for not looking after
their own interests. The
utilised the Mujahedeens of Al-

anisthan to the hilt, until the

ussians were defeated. After
the Russians left, with the mis-
sion accomplished. the West
walked out on an ally that des-
[)eralely needed economic aid.
Pakistan. used as the staging
area against the Soviets, was
punished with the aid-ending
Pressler Amendment in 1990,
alter the Soviets were ousted )
Very few tears are being shed
for a country that is descending
into the depths of anarchy.

The nnﬂr western concern
lor Afganisthan now is how to

stop the Mujahedeen from ex-
porting their "fundamentalism”
elsewhere. The West was very
reluctant to come to the aid of
the Bosnian Muslims for over
three years, beginning A’prﬂ.
1992. However. in the alter-
math of the NATO bombing of
the Serbian targets in Septem-
ber 1995, as the Bosnian Croat-
Muslim army was about to
overrun the Serbs, the West
came to the aid of the Serbs and
stopped the advance. In the en-
suing Dayton accord, they
awarded the Serbs, who consti-
tute 38 per cent of the popula-
tion, 49 per cent of the territory
and a republic of their own.

This in spite of the horren-
dous crimes — ethnic cleansing,
raping and killing of 300000
Muslims and Croats, uprooting
millions — that the Serbs per-
petrated. Although the
Chechen's did not ask their
opinion, the West was dead op-
posed to Chechnya’'s indepen-
dence from Russia. Fortu-
nately, the Chechens did not
depend on any western help.
Consequently, they now have a
de facto independent Ichkeria
(named alter the area their late
leader. General Dhokhar Du-

An appeal for
national harmony

Sir, | am a humble citizen
working for the country. I don't
believe in big talks. My educa-
tion has taught me to tell the
right thi:ngi at the right moment
for which | suffered a lot in my
life,

On the occasion of the his-
toric opening of the Banga-
bandhu Jamuna Bridge, 1 wish
that the former president and
the former Prime Minister were
the speakers to say a few inspir-
ing words to the nation. It could
refllect the emerging spirit of a
brave nation.

Patriotism knows no ill-
feelings or bad taste in the civil
society.

Abul Ashraf Noor
Uttara, Dhaka

Feelings of an
iate

Sir, We know that over the
recent years, the world has been
:x}:cri:ncing unbelievable de-
velopment in the field of in-
formation technology. Physical
separation among different

arts of the world has been

eavily compensated by the on-
going development of informa-
tion technology. The Internet,
as one of the mostly used in-
formation technology, has al-
most permeated everyday lives
of people around the world.
Even In Bangladesh over a cou-
ple of years, the advancement
in the Internet technolo
(though comparing to that of
the develo countries, the
scale is smaller) is remarkable.
However, it is unfortunate to
say that we haven't yet been
able to make this technology
widely available at our univer-
sity campuses.

There might be some spo-

1 radic developments in different

campuses but, as a whole the
picture is not that optimistic.
For example, | know (as an ex-
BUET student and teacher) that
BUET is providing its students
with this technology — but the
scope is very limited in nature
and the system itself is incum-
bent with a bureaucratic proce-
dure. However, it is needless
[nowadays) to argue against the
merit ol installing this tech-
nology wide in our abodes of
knowledge.

By doing this, we not only
can enable our students to surl
in the vast ocean of knowledge
but also to plunge themselves
into the threshold of recent
communication technology.
Though surprising but true, that
a number of universities in In-
dia now are providing their stu-
dents with free Internet access.
Even if we cannot indulge our-
selves in doing so due to a lot of
Ercvailing constraints (we

ave): however, we can at least
start it for a limited time period
in a day at minimum possible
charges with a reasonably
wider scale, covering larger
number of students. Substantial
government subsidy will be a
great incentive for the uni-
versities to do so.

Apparently my idea might
evince all signs of absurdity.
But if we think d::tplﬁ. we carn
find some glimmer of hope. One
of the possible options might be
gﬁmering some extra funds for
this purpose from our heavily
allocated Defence Budget. We
also know that success associ-
ated with this issue is grappled
with strong political will.
Moreover, there are some peo-

le who gloat over higher De-
ense Budget by amplilying the
importance of safeguarding our
independence and sovereignty.

But, I would like to ask some

uestions to those people who
eel so threatened amid our
nuke possessing neighbours.

First. how far should we go?
And second. how far can we go?
Given the current siluation we
have only one option to protect

our country — "go for nuclear
bomb". Can we go for that? Or
think sensibly! Perhaps. 1

should stop now belore being
identified as a "ludicrous unpa-
triotic nerd".

Zafar Hadi
~Department of Urban Plan-
ning
School of Public Policy and
Social Research
UCLA., Los Angeles. CA
90024

The nuclear club

Sir. Now that India and Pak-
istan has exhibited their nu-
clear prowess we now expect
that a lasting friendship and
mutual understanding will pre-
vail between the two arch ri-
vals.

China and the Soviet Union
on one side, and the USA with
their European allies were once
sworn enemies with dagpgers
drawn. President Reagan once
described Soviet Union an evil
empire. Now they walk hand in
hand under the K‘.’ltﬂd&hip ban-
ner of the nuclear club.

The changed scenario in the
South East Asia has awakened
the five permanent members of
this nuclear club which now re-
luctantly finds the need to ex-
pand their membership, [rom
unlikely corners.

The hypocrisy and deceit in
international nuclear policy,
that what is good for me is bad
for you, does not have rele-
vance, since the sudden emer-
gence of India and Pakistan
with their first generation nu-
clear bombs having mass de-
structive power. The battle cry
from both the borders is being
heard far and wide.

The idea ol a nuclear deter-
rent is a big sham. for all it
needs is a crazy despot to trigger
a nuclear holocaust. The truth
is, that you can only fire a gun
when you have one to use, holds

[t would be in the wider in-
terest of the West not to penalise
India and Pakistan with eco-
nomic sanctions and other
punitive measures. Or else the
technology will become a ex-
portable commodity for a price.

We may then have a situa-
tion where only a handful of
countries will be left for joining
the non-nuclear club.

Khurrum Malik
Mehdebagh, Chittagong

Hide and Seek

Sir, It is indeed laudable to
have writlen in your editorial
recently as "The BCL also has
its armed cadres, as criminally
prone as the goons in the oppo-
sile phalanges." Thank you for
this clear-cut statement,

Just few days back our Prime
Minister said, while speaking
in the House, that the Awami
League, as per its organisa-
tional structure, does not have
any student-front. What was the
Pr\;{t ng to imply by this? Did
the PM want to mean that the
Awami League is not involving
students in politics?

If so, then who are the per-
sons in BCL? Our PM always
likes to say that "terrorists do
not have any (political) group-
ing". We will not have a solution
to terrorism as long as it is said
like that. Someone has to start
hly admitting one's fault with
all-out sincerity and begin the

process of getting rid of terror-
IS,

An Arnxious Observer
Chittagong

dayev came from.} Muslims
constitute one-fifth of the
world's population and the sec-
ond. largest religious group al-

ter Christianity. Some Muslim:

nations are extremely rich;
sonie are highly advanced tech-
nologically.  Muslims now
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or its Soviet era. It is hard to
believe that she will abdicate
her historical status and inher-
ent advantage to dominate
Eurasia so easily. Her rather
%grﬁﬁsive policy in much of her
‘Near Abroad is a pointer to her
continuing ambition in the re-
gion, although she is experienc-
ing increasing resistance to the
implementation of her policy.
If this resistance stiffens the fu-
ture Russia may take a recourse
to her old conirontational pol-
icy toward the West and also
probably China. Her weak-
nesses in conventional mili-
tary force may prompt Russia to
rely more on veiled threat of
nuclear blackmail.

Moreover, both within and
outside Russia there is still
popular support for the tradi-
tional Russian and Soviet state,
if not for communism. The idea
of reintegration still has strong
appeal. Fierce Pnlitical rivalry
in a number of former Soviet
republics has pushed opposi-
tion forces and class towards
alliances with Russia. The
other form of Eurasian integra-
tion on Russia's part could be

adual movement towards

nion, as in the EU.

The 1997 treaty on the
Union of Belarus and Russia

ints to such possibility. The

ustom Union — consisting of
Russia, Belarus, Kazakhstan
and Kyrgistan — functions al-
most as a free trade zone. The
material incentive for Russian-
Ukrainian trade and other co-
operation also remains power-
ful: Although three Baltic states
rushed in 1990 for total inde-
pendence from Russia the eco-
nomic necessity pushes them
now towards balanced relations
with the West and the East.
Given the background of such .
developments the idea of a
Union, however loose it may be,
cannot be ruled out.

But much of the future devel-
opments in Eurasia is contin-
gent upon how the US, the
world's only superpower, would
like and allow them to be
shaped keeping her own strate-
fic interests on top of every-
thing else. So far, she has
shown interests in most of the
issues t:ru}?lping up in Eurasia,
although her successes have
been limited only to a few.

have the bomb. Yet, every time
there is an assault on Muslims
somewhere in the world. they
are as helpless as an orphan.
They have to beg and beseech
the reluctant West to save their
skin. This may be a good time
to reassess their perceived
weakness. Time may be at hand
to abandon the victim mental-
ity and project some power. If,
the world's ten million Jews
can exercise so much clout in
the world, the Muslims, a thou-
sand times as numeraus, and
forming a majority in 55 na-
tions, ought to count for some-
thing!

I OPINION. = & %

Bangabandhu Bridge —
an Overview

One who knows

Bangabandhu Bridge at Ja-
muna, now a dream-turned-re-
ality is going to be opened [or-
mally on 23rd June, 1998, It
will a red-letter day for the
nation and culmination of a
dream f[or the millions. Rightly
called the “life-line” between
the two regions of the country
hitherto almost completely
separated from each other, the
Bridge will act as main inter-
regional connecting point for
rail, road. bus, electricity and
what not. Being separated by
the mighty Jamuna river, the
lwo regions developed un-
equally economically and in-
dustrially. Due to geographical
location, the east being com-
paratively favourably situated
in every respect, naturally had
opportunity to develop and
dominate in every field. The
northern region could not pace
up with the east. There was
little communication and inter-
marriages between the people of
the regions. This naturally gave
rise to misunderstanding and
mistrust between the two
regions and also helped grow
different life-style and social
culture. There was a disparity
in all spheres of admin-
istration and developmental
activities. The north suffered
from a sense of deprivation.

Bangabandhu Bridge, by in-
ter connecting the regions will
now usher in a new era of expec-
tation, opening ula equal oppor-
tunities to develop for all. It
will be a harbinger of fralernlg.'
and trust against hatred an
mistrust, sense of aspiration
and cooperation in place ol
frustration and separatism,
equal opportunity instead of
unequal competition.

North Bengal, not quite un-
justifiably, felt like being ne-
itlected and smarted under the
agony of unjust treatment and
helplessness. The panacea for
all these known but surely over-
looked national diseases by our
leaders, lay in an economic
union and easy movement of
people between the regions.
This is why the Bridge was the
dream of millions, leaders and
common people alike. Right

from Bangabandhu lo the day of

foundation stone laying cere-
monies by HM Ershad. Begum
Zia and Sheikh Hasina. many
great leaders, advisers, special-
ists and economic experts have
layed their parts in the formu-
Faunn and fulfilment of the
dream. Due credits should be

I Fiven to the leaders including

iM Ershad, Begum Khaleda Zia
and Sheikh Hasina's govern-
ments. It was started by somne,
nourished and developed by

others and culminated in its
completion during the Hasina
re&im& It is a promise fulfilled
a dream realised and success of
a determined effort of a demo-
cratic governments of Sheikh
Hasina. She has most success-
fully and most creditably fin-
ished the most difficult job. The

23rd June, 1998 will be the
reatest and most memorable

ay not only in the life of
Sheikh Hasina bul the whole
nation. Allah has granted her
this rare opportunily to open a
bridge dreamt by her father, the
Father of the Nation.

Lest we forget 1 want to
record for a posterity that Capt
Mansur Ali, the great son of
Sirajgonj, one of the leaders of
the Liberation War, recognised
the necessity to remove ils
communication gap and the ur-
gency for shortening the jour-
ney time for the people of the
regions. To facilitate the easy
journey he introduced the ferry
system between Bhuapur in the
east and Sirajgonj in the west
and thus introduced a second
but a shorter route between the
regions.

We must not also fail to ap-
preciate the contribution of
another illustrious and talented
man of Sirajgonj who also, as
the Communication Minister ol
the Government., worked
‘'wholeheartedly for the
establishment of the bridge’. He
did the job of selecting the best
suitable site for the bridge. He is
Prof MA Matin, a great eye spe-
cialist and a former Deputy
Prime Minister of Bangladesh.
A versatile genius as he is, he,
by his scholastic exposition of
facts and figures, data and re-
lated materials, was able to
convince the selection commit-
tee, donor agencies and the gov-
ernment that the present site
was the shortest, less costly and
the best possible one. His con-
tribution to and association
with formulation stages of the
project was tremendous. We are
also indebted to him for his
services for the establishment
of many service-oriented insti-
tutions in Sira[i onj and north-
ern area. It wil in the fitness
of things to recognise his ser-
vices generally and for the
E-rid[j.;e specially, in the shaping
up of the project, by naming the
Ri)‘_'," Station on the western part
of the Bridge as "MA Matin sta-
tion”. He should be specially in-
vited for the inaugural cere-
mony and honourably men-
tioned publicly for his contri-
bution. This will also fulfil the
desire ol the Sirajgonjites to see
their son honoured. -I




