Dhaka Sunday, June 21, 1998

The Amnesty International's annual report,
1988, has made some thought-provoking observa-
tions on ‘the human rights situation in
Bangladesh. Except for some positive remarks on
the CHT peace accord and investigation of past
human rights violations especially the killing of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and his
close relatives, the government has generally
drawn criticism for what the AI report called
'widespread incidents of violation of human rights’
in 1997. These included alleged detention of politi-
cal activists without charge or trial, rape in cus-
tody and death in custody following torture. Ac-
quittal of four police officers accused of rape and
causing death of Shima Chowdhury was referred to
recalling in the same breath that "the judge report-
edly criticised the prosecutor for presenting a weak
case." The death of three prisoners in Narayanganj
district jail in December after falling ill and while

awaiting trail underscored the deplorable prison
conditions, among other things.

The Al report only serves to reinforce the con-
cern that legal and civic rights activist groups in-
side the country have voiced from time to time for
an overall improvement in our human rights am-
bience.

The Human Rights Commission and Ombuds-
man's office should come into existence without
ado. Then police reform and prison reform will
have to be put in place in a year's time at the latest.
And as we strengthen the Attorney General's office
we may seriously give a second thought to the re-
tention of SPA, an instrument that cannot earn a
democratic government any credit whatsoever.

A locally generated survey attribution to Gana
Sahajya Sangstha claims that there were 218 inci-
dents of human rights violations in the country
during the last month alone. The report highlights
the gap between the number of occurrences and
that of cases filed and between the number of per-
sons accused and that of those actually arrested.
While a home ministry's clarification on the sub-
ject will be highly appreciated, let the media and
activist groups vigorously campaign for the vic-
tims to come out and seek justice in a larger num-
ber. y

Gap between Ban and Halt

<+ In a landmark action the government has
banned for five years hunting of all wild birds and
animals. The alarming rate of depletion of our rich
array of fauna has led the government to the ac-
tion. This is expected to provide a kind of reprieve
or a chance for the many species endangered or
nearly so in Bangladesh — to increase in number
and attain the survival minimum. How should we
feel about this five-year comprehensive ban? How
are they going to make it meaningful? This cannot
yield any result if left only to seeking people's co-
~operation. It has tg be,erfarced. -This is easier said
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"The Policy of an Eye for an Eye would Leave Everyone Blind"

by Anam A Choudhury
~ Public no longer up_;reeiates Sheikh Hasina's business-as-usual brand of politics. Her critics stress that this

OWHERE in the world is
N more violence sustained

on daily basis than in
Bangladesh because of bitter
and brutal political rivalries. It
seems Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and opposition leader
Begum Zia can not stand each
other.

Although, there are no great
ideological differences between
the parties led by Sheikh
Hasina and Begum Zia but their
strong desire to rule this male
chauvinistic country has made
politics of this land rather like
pla in% a game of football
N Noboqy. surcly. has yet bosi

0 . 8 , has
born into hun‘.uau%Ir race who en-
joys being criticized, but the ca-
pacity to sustain criticism
without tumin%lnaaty is a great
virtue in a political leader.

Our politicians need not
look beyond India and Pak-
istan to comprehend what hap-

s when imprudent and irre-
sponsible politicians deter-
mined to divert attention from
their economic failures, cyni-
cally in detonating nu-
ot aglll iy Lo

w— to sat-
isfy domestic fundamentalists
in their respective countries.
Both in India and in Pakistan
poverty is worsening. unem-
ployment is on the rise and

mercurial change has
taken place in the South
ian political scenario
over the last one and a half
month centering the nuclear
explosions by two principal
actors of the regional scene —
India and Pakistan. And
undoubtedly, the nation which
is most concerned about the
flaring up of the tensions in the
area and that too over the
attainment of the nuclear capa-
bility of both the countries is
the United States for manifold
reasons.

Washington's interest in the
South Asian region is increas-
ing and President Bill Clinton
is scheduled to make a visit
here in the coming fall. His
itiner includes visits to In-
dia and Pakistan as well as to
Bangladesh. The detonation of
nuclear devices by India in two
phases on May 11 and 13 and
subsequently by India’s arch ri-
val Pakistan in retaliation to
the measures of New Delhi did
cause some uncertainty over the
visit of the US President to this
region.

However, the US officials
said that developments have
not warranted a postponement
or cancellation of the visit
while Washington said that
South Asian tensions have
taken a new turn for the worse
and it is necessary to arrest the
deteriorating situation for the

" interest of South Asia as well as

st their neighbours in bru-
ethnic conflicts.

From the 1950s on, India
and Pakistan were ruined by
mistaken policies, India,
world's second most populous
nation accounts for less than
0.5 per cent of the global com-
merce. Both the countries con-
sistently lagged behind not only
ﬁuin'u a;t cvrilﬂgllng u:]mtinna

ut, embarrassingly, the r
world as well. Y P

Both the countries are
firmly in the ranks of Asia's
failled states. And behind every
failed state there is a failed de-
velopment process.

A recent German survey
found Pakistan as the second
most corrupt country in the
world, beaten only by Nigeria.
Rightly or wrongly, Pakistan's
Presidents had to sack three
successive governments, two led
R‘K’ Benazir Bhutto and one by

Sharif because of corruption
and incompetence,

Public no longer appreciates
Sheikh Hasina's business-as-
usual brand of politics. Her crit-
ics stress that this government

S gradually slipping back into
many of its old ways.

Economic and social prob-
lems that are emerging in
Bangladesh require new devel-
opment vision. Time is not on
her side. Two years have al-
ready passed and this govern-
ment to put forward a bal-
anced and integrated set ofiso-
cial, economic and financial
policies.

The working age population
is increasing, more women are
in the job market and more and
more people are moving to ur-
ban areas in search of job. The
result is an environment of
chaos, , homelessness,
child labour, crime and vio-
lence.

This government is yet to
streamline bureaucracy. Most
of the popular despair in
Bangladesh stems from the
widespread belief that the coun-
try's bureaucrats are irre-
deemably corrupt. People of
this country have lost confi-
dence not just in individual of-
ficials, but in many of the rules
and habits by which they have
inancen overned.

n fact, bureaucrats make all

important decisions about edu-
cation, environment, health-
care, taxing, spending, agricul-
tural and industrial planning.
Public life is run by an over-
weening bureaucracy that still
regards elected politicians as
mere "passersby" unfit to be
trusted with the responsibili-
ties. The elite administration
officials are certainly the best
and brightest product of our ed-
ucation system and they are
also best at shifting the respon-
sibilities away from the bu-
reaucracy and heap it on the
politicians whenever their
policies fail or backfire.

Government Ministers must
not think that years of blunder-
ing and misrule will be forgot-
ten by the people, if they can
produce a few months of the in-
effable "feel good factor” before
the election.

To spark the sort of eco-
nomic growth for which the
people of this country yearn,
Government will have to find a
way to restore the confidence of

businessmen and investors.
Privatisation has sullered a

decade of political blight. Pre-
vious Governments failed mis-

vernment is gradually slipping back into many of its old ways.

tion. Despite years u; promises

not a single large state enter-
prise has yet been sold. Banks,
insurance companies and huge
chunks of industry are still in
the state hands, So are gas, elec-
tricity, telecom railway and
Bangladesh Biman, the na-
tional flag carrier. Most of
these are propped up by subsi-
dies. By removing these from
public sector, Er]vatiaatinn will
eliminate much of the tension
and corruption within the Gov-
ernment.

- With globalisation in full
swing and western world hav-
ing a merger boom, we must re-
alise that the days of operating
in isolation within one's border
are gone, The time to get bigger
has arrived. Production capaci-
ties of our firms are to be ex-
panded to achieve the
economies of scale needed to be
truly competitive and to catch
up with fast growing economies

tgt utlhcr countries.
evelopment experts reckon
that Eanglad:uh can expand
[urther its labour intensive in-
dustries as garments, footwear
and textiles and can also gradu-

If the situation in South Asia now hasassumed a "dangerous direction" which most people believe it has, then
the US can and should come out witha more effective role to improve the political climate here even though
the task is complex.

Mr. Karl Inderfurth, the US
assistant secretary of state for
South Asian affairs, has said in
Washington that the two neigh-
bours of the South Asian region
should have direct talks to con-
trol the escalation of tensions.
He has said that the nuclear ex-
Elusluns by the two countries

ave led the South Asian region
to a "dangerous direction” and
direct talks between the two are
essential for reducing the ten-
sions. But how this objective
can be achieved ?

This is a common knowl
that it is not only the two na-
tions involved in the atomic
power rivalry that have entered
into the vortex of an alarming
situation over the latest devel-
opment but the area itself has
become the global flashpoint.
International area analysts are
somewhat horrified to foresee
the condition of the region if
the current trend of worsening
political environment contin-
ues unabated. Two countries
while seeking to assert that
they are for peace and stability
in the on, are in fact enor-
mously engaged in furthering

their military prowess.
It is clear “Ell New Delhi and

Islamabad are spasing no el
forts to walk an extra mile Lo
achieve more and meore mili-

tary capability and despite the
announcement of moratorium
on further nuclear explosions —
both seem endeavour to
strengthen their atomic ability.
Pakistan says India is likely to
conduct another nuclear test in
early July while New Delhi ac-
cuses Islamabad of seeking to
enlarge its new found nuclear
power. Whatever the accusa-
tions and counter-accusations

nity including the South Asian
neighbours ol the two countries
are unlikely to produce an
tangible results since bot
countries have their priorities
and also for the ruling party or
oups the constituencies at
ome that have to be kept satis-
fied at least for electoral pur-
Ses.
New Delhi and Islamabad
will expectedly respond to the
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are, the fact remains that two
traditional foes are nowhere
near to any exercise to reduce
tensions. the contrary, their
fulminations leaves one in no
doubt that the South Asia is on
the verge of turning itself into
an alarming trouble spot.

It is plausible to think in
this context that possibly the
United States can play an effec-
tive role in improving the ties
between the two countries even

. though the task is a Herculean

one. e appeals for restraint

r .

moves lor peace and lessening
tensions since none will really
reject or rebuff such overtures
but in reality they would re-
main stuck to their positions
unless something overwhelm-
ingly important to their inter-
est or severely influential fac-
tors can alter their positions to
some extent. In this context,
one can mention Bangladesh
Prime Minister's visit to New
Delhi which was originally de-
signed as a noble exercise to re-
duce tensions between two

mediation between their prob-
lems. But this has later turned
out to be a visit with more em-
phasis on the bilateral matters.
Not surprisingly, the visit to
Islamabad too may be charac-
terised in the same pattern.
However, it is once again no
surprising in the given condi-
tions.

So this makes abundantly
clear that a major push in nec-
essary from important quarters
to reduce the tensions in the
South Asian region. When it is
said "imporant quarters”, it is
meant Lo take into account the

possibility of effectiveness of
the effort. The United States
has been showing a lot of inter-
est in the region in the near
gﬂst. Apart from creating the

uth Asian bureau in the for-

eign ministry a few years ago

and assigning an senior official
for the purpose, Washington
has despatched its top diplo-
mats to this region in the recent
times like secretary of the
states Ms. Madeline Albright
and l;:ermancnt representative
to the United Nations Bill
Richardson.

Mr. Inderfurth, the current
assistant secretary of state for
South Asian affairs, also made
his routine visits. Earlier, this

ally nudge the economy towards
such high value goods as elec-
tronics and machinery, al-
though Bangladesh's poor edu-
cation system may limit its
ability to move up the value
added chain rapidly.

In the United States. Har-
vard, MIT and Stanford Uni-
versity scholars and professors
take the lead in spinning of new
high technolo firms and
helping technology transfer
from university laboratories to
private firms, They are major
economic influences in the na-
tion's industrial life, but grim
irony is that, in our count
"“campus politics” is a growt
industry and most of our schol-
ars and professors, instead of
fostering education and re-
search, actively practising

arty gnlitics. Justice Sha-

abuddin Ahmed a popular
president of an apparently un-
popular government gave
wildl applauded public
s es in which he denounced
whole political class and urged
them to end political use of our
innocent students. But
Bangladesh's political game
does nol just need such players.

Perhaps, this government
has not yet run out of ideas, but
surely is running out of time.

The United States and South Asian Syndrome

profile Ms. Robin Raphel. Their
visits to the South Asia helped
Washington to speak more seri-
ously for peace in the region as
complex discussions in the area
mostly took place in New Delhi
and Islamabad. |
Now that the United States
is greatly concerned over the
situation revolving around the

‘recent nuclear detonation of the

two countries and in its own
words south Asia is moving to-
wards a "dangerous direction”,
it may be more appropriate if
Washington makes more seri-
ous bid for peace in the region
like facilitating a dialogue be-
tween the two countries or in
helping other mechanism to
ease the tensions.

For instance, Ms. Richard
Holbrooke, who brokered the -
Bosnian peace agreement in
1995 and is sched to replace
Mr. Richardson as the UN am-
bassador, can pay a fleeting
visit to the region and talk to
the leaders of India and Pak-
istan about the dangerously de-
veloping situation. Visits al-
ways make a difference than
just reiterating the positions or
calling for peace in a ritualistic
manner from the Capitol Hills.
If the situation in South Asia
now has assumed a "dangerous
direction” which most people
believe it has, then the US can
and should come out with a
more effective role to improve
the political climate here even

:ﬂlgn done; for the government cannot be as perva- for the world as a whole. by the international commu-
| 'sive as to force all harbouring contrary taste to fall | - ; e - -

‘in line and behave. The hallen&_e Heﬁ thre. '

There has for long, pc:%upﬁ efernally, been a gap
between sadh and sadhya, light years more than
that exists between the proverbial cup and the lip.
A government's job is, of course, to know and cher-
ish the right sadh or intention. But that isn't

countries although it was hot a

Crisis 1n Kosovo

by M. A. Obaydullah
The international community has warned Yugoslavia's President Slobodan Milosevic that it will not tolerate

position was-held by-more high- - though the task is complex.

OHCHR should now be granted
the facilities to establish a con-
stant presence in Prishtina.

PERATIONS and indis-
Ocrlminat: attacks by the
— allow the ICRC unre-

Serbs, conducted recently

at the

enough for a government which, to do justice to the
institution, must reduce that proverbial gap and
translate the intentions into facts of society. How
will the government stop killing all wild life when
it has for years failed to enforce the long existing
ban against killing or catching the migratory
birds? Up to now not one of those who hawk these
birds at the more important traffic points of the
capital city, has been caught and punished. It is
impossible that the ministers and the IG of police
haven't come across these hawkers. How are we to
explain the hawkers' immunity to law?

Hunting game and birds is done by gun. And who
owns a gun? Those that have money and power.
The apprehension is this five-year comprehensive
ban might go the way of the ban on catching migra-
oy, Rirds unless it is launched in an iron-plated

Social motivation can do the trick. It must be
instilled in the people's mind that bio-diversity
and dynamic balance in nature are essential in-
gredients for the survival of the human kind. This
cannot be done b Fnlicing. Vigil at the community
level will be helpful.

Can we expect newspaper displays, radio and TV
spots and thousands of billboards to declare that
hunting and catching of birds are punishable
crimes — any sooner than a year?

Brokering for Clinics!

What a box-item on the front page of a national
daily dwelt on yesterday beats everything else in
that class we have come to know so far, It described
how some staff of the country's lone hospital for
treatment of the disabled at Mohammadpur have
formed a vigilante group to resist the brokers who
lure or bully away its patients to the adjacent pri-
vate clinics. Most of these brokers are drug addicts
who were previously engaged either in rickshaw-
pulling or hotel jobs. They now ‘drive’ patients to
the clinics they work for because it is paying. Un-
derstandabl ey would have not been able to do it
so successfully for a long time had they not got
support from within. Reportedly junior doctors of
the hospital who are associated with these clinics
send these brokers on ‘patient-hunting’. Not only
that. Although they are supposed to see patients at
the hospital until 5 p.m., majority of them, the re-
port alleﬁes. leave for their private practice a good
deal earlier.

On one side there is a vigilante group bristling
in rage to take on anyone swooping on the incom-
ing patients and on the other there are these vacant
counters with no attending doctors in sight. Pa-
tients have been reduced to the level of muted help-
lessness being either driven into the hospital or to
the adjacent clinics.

This undesirable turn of events could be averted
if .accountability had been promoted as an
inviolate element in the administration of gov-
ernment hospitals, We would demand the health
ministry address the issue immediately with
firmness and a sense of purpose. Once the hospital
administrations start pe nrmin% in a way the
should, law enforcers would be able to bring a swi
end to brokers’ rei . )

in the name of directing
armed opposition Kosovo Lib-
eration Army (KLA). have led to
hundreds of civilian deaths. At-
tacks on civilians have been
art of the reason behind the
act that more than 60,000 peo-
ple have fled their homes. For
the last three weeks, the Inter-
national Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) has been denied
access to those parts of western
Kosovo which were its primary
concern. The current situation
cannot be isolated from a
decade of unaddressed human
rights violations in Kosovo
province.

For over a decade, Yu-
goslavia has let loose a system-
atic pattern of human rights vi-
olations in Kosovo - including
torture and maltreatment by
police, deaths in police custody,
and unfair trials for political
prisoners. The lack of effective
redress for these and other vio-
lations of basic human rights
in Kosovo must be counted
among the sources of frustra-
tion and anger which have
Eulrninﬂted in the present con-

ict.

Given this endemic lack of
accountability and legacy of in-
justice in Kosovo, the interna-
tional community believes that
any lasting solution to the pre-
sent crisis must address explic-
itly and comprehensively the
need for a durable guarantee for
human rights protection; the
accountability of those respon-
sible for past and present hu-
man rights violations by police
and security forces; and effec-
live reparation for all victims

"another Bosnia" — referring to the 1992-1995 armed conflict where civilians were the targets of appalling

human rights violations during military actions because of their ethnic nationality.

of human rights violations.

The international commu-
nity has warned Yugoslavia's
President Slobodan Milosevic
that it will not tolerate "another
Bosnia” — referring to the 1992-
1995 armed conflict where
civilians were the targets of ap-
palling human rights viola-
tions during military actions
because of their ethnic nation-
ality. Nevertheless, one of the
lessons so far to be learned
from previous armed conflicts
in the region is that the interna-
tional community will not sus-
tain its outrage. All but two of
the suspects known to be in-
dicted the International
Criminal Tribunal for the for-
mer Yugoslavia (Tribunal) who
remain at large were part of
Serbian military. paramili-
tary. policing or civilian au-
thorities in Bosnia-Herzegov-
ina and Croatia.

The haste with which some
host governments wish to rid
themselves of a perceived
"refugee burden” has resulted in
repatriation policies which are
only cementing the previous
conflicts’ objectives — the cre-
ation of territories inhabited by
a single nationality. If the in-
ternational community wants
to send a message to President
Milosevic that it is serious
about holding human rights
violators to account, it should
also do so by showing its re-
solve in other areas of the re

gion.

In light of the above. the in-
ternational community should
seriously think over the lollow-
g

— Reactions so far to the cri-
sis have primarily dealt with
the eruption of armed conflict.
The international community.,
and particularly the members
of the UN Security Council,
should condemn the violations
of human rights and humani-
tarian law in Kosovo. In deter-
mining concrete responses (o
recent events in Kosovo, gov-
ernments should put the protec-
tion of human rights, which
have been gravely and consis-
tently violated over many years
in Kosovo, prominently on
their agenda. They should
commit themselves to provid-
ing financial resources and po-
litical support to an enlarged
human rights monitoring pro-
gramme of the Olfice of the
United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR), enabling its field op-
eration to effectively monitor
human rights in Yugoslavia as
a whole as well as in Kosovo on
the ground.

- National judicial institu-
tions should ensure full ac-
countability for any violations
of human rights or humanitar-

inn law committed. In Yu-
goslavia, the Tribunal has a
specilic inandate and responsi-

bility to wivestigate and prose

cute breaches of international
humanitarian law, genocide
and crimes against humanity.
The international community
should assist the Tribunal in its
efforts to investigate the situa-
tion in the province and pro-
vide the Tribunal with all the
necessary financial and other
support required to carry out its
mandate etfectively.

- More than 60,000 people
have fled their homes in Kosovo
during the recent crisis. The
majority of these pen%le remain
displaced within the borders of
Yugoslavia. However. many
people have fled their country
to seek asylum, and many more
could do so, In light of the pat-
tern of serious human rights
violations in Kosovo, states are
reminded of their obligations
under the international law to
allow access to their territories
to those fleeing in search of
safety. States should respect the
fundamental principle of non-
refoulement and refrain from
turning back at their borders
those who seek asylum. The in-
ternational community should
meel its obligations to share re-
sponsibility for those in need of
international protection.

- Any action by the interna-
tional community should not
include measures which violate
the fundamental human rights
to leave one’s country and to
seck asylum. The international
cottnunity should not pursue

any policies that prevent those
fleeing from obtaining elfective
protection across borders if
necessary.

- In addition to those who
are currently in flight, there are
an estimated 150,000 rejected
asylum-seekers from Yu-
goslavia, most of them Kosovo
Albanians, in Western Europe.
The recent announcements by
some states hosting rejected
asylum-seekers from Kosovo to
suspend returns are commend-

able. All states should suls ntil
returns 1o Rosovo, until such

time as there is no risk of re-
turnees facing threats of serious
human rights violations.

Of course, the prime respon-
sibility to improve the human
rights situation rests with the
national authorities. The in-
ternational community calls
upon all governments to insist
that, and on Yugoslav and Ser-
bian authorities themselves to:
- issue clear instructions to all
police and other security per-
sonnel in Kosovo that deliber-
ate and indiscriminate attacks
on civilians, arbitrary arrests
and expulsions and other hu-
man rights violations will not
be tolerated under any circum-
stances and that those respon-
sible will be held criminally re-
sponsible for their actions.

— allow immediate and un-
lidered access to the area for
humanitarian agencies and UN
human rights monitors. The

stricted access to all areas of
Kosovo and permit the organi-
sation to visit all prisoners it
requests to see, in accordance
with established proce«i.res.

— cooperate fully with the
Tribunal into any investiga-
tions it may wish to conduct in
Kosovo and permit forensic ex-
perts to carry out their profes-
sional duties without restric-
tions.

— disclose the identity and
whereabouts of those detained
and to instruct the police and
other armed forces to allow
those detained prompt access to
lawyers, measures vital for the
prevention of torture and to
safeguard against disappear-
ances.

— order prompt and impar-
tial investigations into reports
of human rights violations, en-
sure that those responsible are
held fully accountable and that
victims receive effective repa-
ration.

The international commu-
nity is also deeply concerned by
kiﬁ"ings and other human
rights abuses reportedly com-
mitted by armed ﬂg]imsitiﬂn
groups in Kosovo, and has rec-
ommended that:

— the KLA and any other
armed opposition groups in
Kosovo province should ensure
that all forces under their con-
trol abide by basic humanitar-
ian law principles as set oul in
Common Article 3 of the
Geneva Conventions of 1949
which prohibit the Kkilling of
those taking no part in hostili-
ties and hostage-taking.

No problem is

problem

Sir, No problem is fully un-
solvable. At the moment we in
Bangladesh are faced with the
unimaginable problem of ter-
rorism which ranges from child
abuse and rape up to gangster-
ism and murder. The universit
halls are being possessed an
dispossessed. Young students
are being shot death. Think of
the impossible mental and
physical burden on the families
that have been the victims of all
these atrocities! And yet we are
hearing of many of the crimi-
nals c act on baill

In fact many of them are re-

rtedly already at large for
ack of proof etc. How come the
police flle cases without physi-
cal evidence! And what {s that
law that goes in favour of the
criminals and further vic-
timises the innocent members

| of the public? Can't we amend

all these laws immediately so

-4 that no one charged with crimes

like rape, murder, loot and ar-
son can be set at large on what-
ever ground they may plead?

We are aware of the lapses in
investigation and the foulplay
that takes place in and around
the courts but we are warned of
dire consequences under the
law of contempt of court! It is
time this law was also amended
1:0 establish that none is beyond
aw.

After the law and order prob-
lem, the other issue that is
plaguing the entire national life
is the I]uwer failure. We are re-
gorted y running short ol power

y about 500-600 MW. What
have we been doing all these
days? Even if we really starl the
barge-mounted projects now we
can have power early next year.
We would get it if we had started
last year when the authorities
were wasting time blaming oth-
ers. Since we have little time to
lose, it is better to take positive
steps now or else we will be in
the dark not only this year but
also next year and can we afford
that? We must remember power

shortage 1s going to allect our
overall national output both in
agriculture and industry. This
will lead to lower overall output
of GDP and decline in exports.
So it is time we take quick steps
and see that we are not going to
incur further losses in terms of
roduction, income and wel-
dare.

But have all these to be at-
tended to by the PM herself?
What are all the ministers for
then? And what are all the
chiefs doing? Lets ask our-
selves: "have we done our duty
or ar~ still completing to do?

F Ahmed
5, Bank Bhaban
Minto Rd, Dhaka

Free-style democracy!

Sir, During the BNP regime
we had seen and faced several
'‘crises' of various kinds. The
major ones were the fertiliser
crisis in which 18 farmers were
shot dead: then there were Lhe

lext-book crisis due 1o the so
called paper crisis and, ulti-
mately, the turning point with
the crisis in good governance.,

The present government is
following the same footsteps
but in a different way. Although
it claims that it has given f{ull
[reedom to the media. yet it does
not mean it.

However, the crisis in the
educational institutions appear
to be of no headache either to
the journalists nor to the gov-
ernment. The salt crisis, the
sugar crisis, the onion crisis,
the electricily crisis. the water
crisis, the crisis involving just
and lawful steps in the govern-
ment machinery are all that
can be overlooked,

Then of course there is no
crisis in toll-collecting, raping
of young and minor girls,
killing in broad daylight, rob-
bing lakhs of taka under the
very nose of law enforcing per-
sonnel, carrying out unsocial
activities ol all sorts day and
night and of course, the soaring
prices or the non-availability

of rice, sall, sugar, onion. pow-
dered milk, tea, oil, spices, and
what not. |

The PM and her league ol
ministers have proved to be
unique! No power on earth can
and never could do what they
are able to do without any criti-
cism from the print media.
What are the members of our
Court of Law supposed to do in
this kind of situation is diffi-
cult to understand!

Are we to suffer in this man-
ner physically and mentally?
And for how long?

Nizhat Sumona
Dhaka.

TV/Radio autonomy

Sir, While endorsing the DS
editorial on the above subject,
all the regimes adopted a go-
slow policy on granting auton-
omy to the electronic media.
The presents regime, other
transparent lip-service for two
vears, are finding a lot of lame
excuses one the slow processing

(bottom priority). Now the sec-
ond govt-operated TV channel
(for rental on hourly basis) is
not coming. Both the broadcast
and Telecom National Policies
may be published in full (forget
the impotent JS) for public
opinion, as confusing press
comments are appearing in the
local and foreign media, espe-
cially on the autonomy of pri-
vately generated news bulletins.

The private sector will be as-
lowed terresirial network lor
radio/TV? BD Telecoms can
rovide the nucro were links
or 2nd/3rd private networks?
The telecom network will have
capacity left after the state cel-
luh}lr phones are made avail-
able at Tk 5.000? The Telecom
Regulatory Chief (if there is one)
may hold a press conference,
once the policy draft is circu-
lated.

A Husnain
Dhaka.




