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“Technical fault’ in East-West inter-connector at Ghorasal

The country plunged inlo
darkness due to failure of the
national power grid twice al

Countrywide power failure

By Special Correspondent

A circuit breaker broke
down at Kalyanpur sub-station
at about 11:30 pm causing

in recent times and second in
iwo months.

Even police communica-

In the city, angry people
stoned vehicles on North South
Road and staged protests in
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No alternative to peace: PM _
Minorities have right to

preserve their identity

By Special Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina opened a two day inter-

signed in December last year,
I we can do anything to

nature of peace in view and hel

_ } ; the nation to maintain an

7:10 pim and 9:45 pm yesterday power disruption at the Prime tions were disrupted. Power Fakirapool and some other ar- national conference on 'Peace  bring about or promote peace strengthen peace that has be
By Staff Correspondent The power failure was caused ~ Minister official residence.  Development Board officials tasﬁ] ; and Chittagong Hill Tracts' in an}ri'rhere in rﬁe world, we atlaiﬁed. - 1 A
Lack of quorum during the |by a “technical fault” in the Ganobhaban sources said they  working at their control room i ﬂ:]fﬂ hmuved in fast and | (he city yesterday reiterating  would be most happy to render Chief Whip of the Jatiya
current budget session of the | East-West inter connector at had to use generators for about in candle light slammed down rought the situation under | per government's commitment our services,” she told the inau-  Sangsad Abul Hasnat Abdullah,

Jatiya Sangsad is causing delay

in the resumption of the session
on every working day.

The chronic delay reached
its peak yesterday as the session
resumed 104 minutes behind
the schedule. On the day. no
lawmaker was present in the

Ghorasal, PDB official said.
Power supply was restored in
the city partially at 11:45 pm.
"We are providing about 300
MW to the national grid.” a PDB
official said at 11:55 last night.
The official said Dhaka city,
which consumes 700 to 100 MW

15 minutes.

Another official source told .

The Daily Star at 12:05 am that
they were hoping to restore
normal supply by 1 am.
Barring small areas covered
by mini power stations at Bo-
gra, Rangpur, Syedpur, Barisal

telephones when asked to ex-
plain what caused the faflure.
Hospitals and clinics tried to
tackle emergencies with power
from their own generators.
Petrol pumps having generators
operated but others kept closed.
The PDB control room re-

control, police sources said.

State Minister for Energy
Rafiqul Islam and high offi-
cials of the PDB could not be
contacted over telephone de-
spite repeated eflorts.

UNB adds: Officials said the
230 KV line of the East-West in-

to attain, sustain, promote and
strengthen peace in the region
and in the world.

"If the success we had in the
CHT are of any help to any one
anywhere in the world, we
would be most happy,” she said
explaining the background of

gural session.

The conference, jointly or-
ganised by the government and
the UNDP. focuses on assessing
the post-insurgency needs to
start a developiment process in
the region. The conference is
being held at the International

peace worker [rom Netherlands
Henny Vendergraaf. UNDP res-
ident representative David E
Lockwood and ERD Secretary
Dr AKM Mashiur Rahman also
spoke at the inaugural session.
Delegates from Africa, Eu-
rope and South East Asia are

House at 2 pm when the session | of power daily had to go with 30  and the barge-mounted stations  mained dark till 9:45 pm when ter-connector near Ghorashal | nher government's success in  Conference Centre. taking part in the conference.
was scheduled to resume. There MW of power when power from at Khulna, there was no power power supply resumed in some was snapped due to technical signing a peace accord ending UNB adds: "Peace has ria 4l Trihafileaders including PCJSS
were only two members in the | the Baghabari station was sur- supply in other cities. towns  cily areas. faults. Instantly. all power gen- | decades-old insurgency in the ternative, no substitute and no  chiefl Jyvolirindra Bo hipriyo
House at 2:30 pm. plied to the Bangabhaban sub-  and in rural areas. Power supply collapsed erating stations stopped func- | CHT without any third party replacement,” she said, urging Larma alias Shantu Larma,. and
Twenty-five members were | station after the second failure. The blackout was the longest again five minutes later. See Page 8 Col 7 involvement. The accord was all to keep this fundamental See Pave 8 Col 4
Page 8 Col | : =
% 155 God e et Tk 486 ecr DCC budget | Train test runs
recast BPOIICE lathicharge ' on Bangabandhu
By Staff Correspondent r 10118 f 98_99 ed :
y po NP processionists or announc Bridge

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Choudhury has recast two of the
parliamentary committees.

He announced the reviseci pe-
tition committee and the li-
brary committee in the Jatiya
San_l%lsad g'cstcrda}r. .

e Speaker named Mo-
hammad Shahjahan of the
Awami e in place of State
Minister for Textiles A K M Ja-
hangir Hossain and Shaikh
Razzak Ali of BNP instead of
Fazlul Haq of the same party in
the petition committee.

In the library committee,
Mohammad Shahjahan of BNP
has replaced his party law-
maker K Anwar while Kazi
Golam Morshed of BNP has

been named in place of Abu
Yusuf Mohammad Khalilur

See Page 8 Col 8

We regret

We had to drop four pages
— Focus, National, Features

and Miscellaneous— {rom-§ I

J today's issue because of

countrywide power failure
last night.

o i e

Police swung into action on
agitated BNP supporters who
staged protests against power
failure in the capital last night,
reports UNB.

BNP sources said the proces-
sions were brought out in dif-
ferent parts of the city at about
9:30 pm and police resorted to
lathicharge to disperse the an-
gwqprntcst:r&.

he processions were
brought out from Gopibagh,
North-South Road, Green Road,
Mouchak, Shajahanpur. Magh-
bazar and other parts of the
city. the sources said.

The whole country plunged
into darkness due to failure in
the national grid shortly after 7
in the evening and power suppl
in many areas of the city coul
not be restored till writing of
this report at 12:15 am.

Y oung man shot

T ey, dies

at DMCH

By Staff Correspondent

Mayor Mohammad Hanif
yesterday announced a TK
486.17 crore budget of the
Dhaka City Corporation for fis-
cal 1998-99 while his revised
budget for the current year
showed a performance shortfall
of more than 25 per cent.

In fiscal 1997-98, the origi-
nal budget was Tk 402.71 crore,
It was revised down to Tk
301.11 crore. The Mayor at-

“

tributed the shortfall to a Tk 80
crore cut in development spend-
ing.

Originally., he said. Tk
263.15 crore projects lor devel-
opment work and rehabilita-
tion of roads and drainage sys-
tem were planned. The figure
was trimmed dowt to Tk 183.86
crore (30.13 per cent cut) "in the
context of prevailing situation”,
the Mayor said but did not ex-
plain what exactly forced him
to do that.

Announcing the budget in
the presence of journalists,
ward commissioners and offi-
cials at the Mayor Bhaban. the
Mayor said that of the total
amount of the budget for 1998-
99, Tk 198.17 crore would come
from revenue earnings and Tk
200 crore from government
contribution and aid agencies,

In the last budget. govern-
ment contribution and fnrci%
grants were shown at Tk 104.
crore, a figure reduced to Tk 63
crore in the revised budget,
making a shortfall of Tk 41

A train had a successful test
run on the Bangabandhu Bridge
yesterday, reports UNB.

The train carrying Commu-
nications Minister Anwar Hos-
sain, Telecormmunications Mi-
nister Mohammad Nasim.
Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim
MP. Abdul Latif Mirza MP and
Mirza Azam MP with other of-
ficials crossed the hrid%e.

The train started from the
West End at 5:33 pm and
reached the East End at about 6
pm taking 26 minutes 1o cross
the 4.8-km Bridge.

Thousands of people from
the both sides of the Bridge wit-
nessed this great event with
cheers.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will formally open the
long cherished bridge, the 11th
largest of the world, on Tues-
day.

Khaleda, Ershad
won’t attend
BJMB opening

By Staff Correspondent crore. L
Ins]'de’ltn]a)r A young man who was shot In the new budget. revenue
: in the Cic‘g"s Mohakhali area diture has been estimated funcltlon
= Friday died at the Dhaka Medi- at Tk 99.11 crore. Of the total Former Presnden@ H M Er-
Artlcle cal College Hospital yesterday. budget, over 71 per cent has | shad and former Prime Minis-
The dead was identified as been earmarked for develop- | ter Begum Khaleda Zia won't
Akram, 25, son of Sher Ali. He i % ment activities. attend the inaugural function of
. : | worked as a receptionist at a Mayor Hanif See Page 8 Col 7 Bangabandhu Jamuna Bridge
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Guests Include
TV, Stage & Film Personality Subarna Mustafa
Ace goalkeeper Mohammad Ponir
Ace footballer Badal Roy
Ace footballer Ashrafuddin Chunnu
Sports organiser Sirajul Islam Bachchu

__You are most cnrdlally invited

Sector-3 does brisk business, a
four-storied modern bazar built
by Rajuk remains ‘abandoned’
han:élf 200 yards away at Sec-
tor-6.

Some, Uttara residents said
the new kitchen market, built
about four years ago at a cost of
Tk 3.14 crore, was deliberately
kept unused so that the huge

“This 1s a classic example of

Some other residents alleged

v

juk market can do business
or not. There were instances of
chasing traders away from the
four-storied market after Rajuk
tried to attract crowd for busi-

ness.
Mohammad Ruhul Amin, a

member of the traders associa-
tion at the unauthorised mar-
ket refuted allegation of 'foul

where traders and buyers do not

See Page 8 Col 3

Rajuk miarket at Uttara unused for

!

The four-storied Rajuk market &t Uttara. -

4yrs |

. - News Corner, °5/3,
[ By, Morabad Al Kham S Shahbag Biponi Bitan,
TO DAY While an unauthorised that the traders at the unautho- - | L" = e - | Dhaka-1 000, Phone:

. : kitchen market with more than  rised market are so lin P ' g .
5pm Jati a Press ClUb one hundred shops on a huge the locality that it mﬂrﬁ_}y de- 868908/Srijoni Book-Stall, Kamalapur Railway Station,
' yatr chigak of public lad st Hie o on whethesthenew | cafladl™" 3 Dhaka/Sahitya Prokash, Pritom Bhaban, 42, Topkhana

and chtinik of Iarid st Secton3 play’ and said Rajuk's decision Market/The Earnest Ltd. (Book Stall), Zia International
Noted vocalist Tapan Choudhury Sisghi st plimicdissesi e it usolpagui ot & Airport, Floor No. 1, Dhaka and also at The Daily Star
taans cause it chose a 'backward : Office (Advertisement/Circulation Departments), House

“how a section of sle encour-  want to go.
And Remember age grabbing of beblic fand in The Ej ufl; mtmwilthd :ﬂé
e name of community service @ its modern clu
HQUI'Id-? iE 3|l'eadv on and make people pa:?fﬂr it," car park, broad stairs, waste i DONJT Ml SS le
See the Sports Pa NOW' said a retired government offi- d‘l':l:oanl system,6 and mosaic D R . -
: < p ge - cial and resident of Sector-3. stalls for fish, vegetable and -—-—Stnr ﬁhﬂtﬂ : . —

Road, Dhaka/Sagar Publishers, New Baily Road, Dhaka,
Phone: 408114/Gyankosh, Dhanmondi, Road No. 4,
Dhaka-1205 & Sobhanbag Madrasa Market, Dhaka-
1209/Jonaki, Dhaka Sheraton Hotel, Phone: 863391,
861191 (Ext. 8565) Newspaper Stall Mouchak/New

No. 11, Road No. 3, Dhanmondi R/A, Phone: 86677 1-4.

Dhaka/ Sandesh, 16, Aziz
Super Market, Shahbag,
Dhaka, Phone: 869902/




