12 The Bily Star

BLUE DART

EXPRESS

- LIMITED

pLEASE conTACcT: Bangladesh Air Express Int'l Ltd.

For more information call-Dhaka, Tel : 9565114, 9883927, 913

7, 894213 DEPZ 9338931

Chittagong, Tel : (031) 712127, CEPZ (031) 740108 Khulna, Tel : (041) 725008, N'Ganj, Tel : 3714336

Agenda

In the fast changing social
life of our country, girls from
the economically wvulnerable
sections of society fall easy vic-
tims to sexual exploitation by
unscrupullous elements. Be-
cause of grinding poverty th
are fo to take any job avail-
able to them in the u cen-
tres. One of the most serious
consequences of exploitation of
the gullible village girls taking
jobs in the cities and towns is
the phenomenon of unmarried
mothners.

The young women who be-
come pregnant due to sexual
exploitation pass through ex-
treme mental agony, financial
distress and social alienation.
Recently, we read a report about
a non-government organisa-
tion which is working to re-
lieve, as far as possible within
its limited means, the distress
and suffering of such unmar-
ried mothers. There is no doubt
that such a welfare organisa-
tion fulfils and urgent need for
alleviating the suffering of
young women and girls who are
victims of a society in transi-
tion.

Located in the heart of the
city. the Centre for Rehabilita-
tion of Destitute Women looks
after only the helpless, dis-
tressed and destitute unmarried
pregnant girls. Of course for
obvious reasons, the shelter
and care provided by this or-
ganisation are limited for a
specific period. During this pe-
riod, care is given for the physi-

Block bidding 'shelved'
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mid-August last year. The
schedule was changed to De-
cember 15, But the governmen-
t's enthusiasm gradually
started to fade away in January
last due to various reasons and
now, the bidding process has
been "temporarily shelved." the
sources said.

The bidding process was crit-
icised by rts and observers
for its "lack of trahsparency.
lack of direction and lack of
achieverment,” the sources said.
~ "The government has now
realised that opening up all the
blocks for exploration was a
wrong idea as the economy
would not be able to sustain the
pressure of a dozen oil compa-
nies trying to sell gas to the gov-
ernment all at once in the fu-
ture,” said an expert.

The pressure became evident
when Petrobangla made a cal-
culation of the cost of purchas-
ing gas from Sangu, developed
by British company Cairn. In
the calculation, it was found
that the government would lose

4 million US dollars per month
if it purchases 160 million cu-
bic feet of Fas from Sangu field
because of the difference be-
tween its high purchase price
and cheaper sales rate in the in-
ternal market.

In order to make foreign in-
vestment "more meaningﬁ.ﬂ" in
the gas sector, the government
had also planned to increase

as price by 60 per cent in the
nternal market. However, con-
sidering its long term negative
impact on the economy as well
as on the image of the govern-
ment, this decision has also
been shelved temporarily.

At the same time, the gov-
ernment has started consider-
Ing gas export to avert the “eco-
nomic pressure to be caused by
participation of foreign oil
companies.”

though tntrg?]a experts ve-
hemently oppose the idea of gas
export as it would not be eco-
nomically profitable for
Bangladesh in the long run, the
government has given "enough
signal” to Cairn and US com-
any Occidental to find their
uyers abroad, sources said.

CHT confce
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mittee on CHT will function as
a coordinating body for all de-
velopment works in the region
till a 'Regional Council’ is
elected as envisaged in the peace
accord signed between the NC-
CHT and the Parbattya Chatta-
am Jana Sanghati Samity
35) on December 2 Jast
ear. It is widely speculated that
hantu Larma will head the

planned interim committee.
On May 25 last, Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina had a high-
level meeting at her office on
the formation of the planned
Interim Committee on CHT.
Later on, separate lists of
names for the committee were
roposed and forwarded to the
hief Whip by the PCJSS and
local units of Awami League in

the three hill districts.

A ruling party source in-
volved in formation of the In-
terim Committee. told The

Daily Star Fcnt:rday that the
process of {inalising the com-
mittee was nearing completion.

Down to Earth

With A Difference

By A S M Nurunnabi

cal and mental health of the
would be mothers. And for their
eventual rehabilitation, it ar-
ranges job training in ents
factory or other suitable trade
befitting their skills.

In view of the social preju-
dice in respect of unwed moth-
ers, their rehabilitation with a
job assumes supreme imgor-
tance as it restores to them
some measures of self-respect.
After childbirth, they are al-
lowed to retain their offspring
with the help of a day-care cen-
tre managed I:l\; the organisa-
tion or leave them to institu-
tional care as abandoned chil-
dren.

Many of the unmarried
pregnant girls seeking shelter
in this organisation are victims
of rape, deserted by their hus-
bands or.lovers, or sexually ex-
ploited at their work: places or
in organised brothels. All these
categories of women find shel-
ter in the place provided by this
organisation. It is said that the
aim of the organisation is to
rehabilitate 10 such mothers
every six months.

Two or three months before
delivery, these women are pro-
vided with accommodation,
food and clothing, besides med-
ical check-up. At the same time,
some elementary education is
imparted to them. When it is
time for childbirth, an escort
provided by the organisation

takes lhem to a government
hospital. Alter delivery, they

Cairn, Occidental and its
Eaﬂnﬂr UNOCAL are searching

uyers in India, they added.

"The government thinks
that if the companies can fix
the buyers, it would be econom-
ically beneficial,” a source said.

The government has shifted
from the uh]]ectjv::s of the sec-
ond round bidding but it did not
take steps to revive the activi-
ties of BAPEX. There had been
several rounds of discussions at
Petrobangla and at higher lev-
els regarding BAPEX, but deci-
sion-makers dispelled the
prospect of BAPEX pgetting to
work in the pretext that the
overnment did not have any
unds.

"The government's inaction
in the gas sector will be disas-
trous for the country in the
cuminﬁ years. It is projected
that the demand for gas will
rise to 1225 mmeld in 2000 and
there will be a supply gap of 225
mmefd," said an expert, "this
gap will continue to widen in
the following years because al-
most nothing is being done
now."

Two madrassah
teachers held

PIROJPUR, June 19: Two
madrassah teachers were held
with 12 answer scripts of
Dhakil ex?]minatign at a bus
stoppage here today, reports
UNB. : 4 ;

Thana Nirbahi Officer
Asadul Haque, on suspicion,
challenged Maulana Hossain,
Principal of Kaukhali Islami
Complex, and Maulana
Shahidullah, a teacher of Go-
laghatj Senior Madrassah in a
Dhaka-bound coach and recov-
ered six answer scripts of En-
glish second Eap&r examination
and six blank scripts. The two
teachers were carrying these in

a

b?l%lf: madrassah teachers,
one of whom was a centre secre-
tary. were sent to thana cus-
t )

When contacted, the TNO
said he was earlier informed of
these teachers who reportedly
assured some students of ma-
nipulating their results.

Truck barricade
on Dhaka-Aricha
highway

MANIKGANJ, June 19; Dis-

irict Bus-Truck Drivers Asso-

ciation put up barricade on the
Dhaka-Aricha highway leading
to a 12-kilometer-long jam to-

day to protest the death of a
truck driver in jail, reports
UNB.

Witnesses said drivers

arked their trucks at the local

us stand haphazardly block-
ing the highway for two hours
demanding punishment to
those responsible for the death
of Abdur Rahim, 45, in the dis-
trict sub-jail yesterday.

The association, however,
withdrew the barricade at 4 pmn
after the uty Commissioner
had assured it of taking neces-
sary action by Sunday. But it
threatened to enforce an indel-
inite strike if its demand is not

met by then.
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are allowed necessary rest and
care along with the baby. Nor-
mally for eight to 15 days such
new mothers are spared from
the routine of training.

When these mother complete
their period of training — gen-
erally six months — they are
asked to find their own accom-
modation and work. In case
they are unable to find work
and accommodation on their
own, the organisation's em-
ployees try to help them. And at
the time of leaving the organi-
sation, each mother is given Tk
800 as living allowance for one
month and some gifts.

Sometimes it has been ob-
served that after staying with
the organisation_ for six
months, some unwed- mothers
leave back their babies by giv-
ing written consent. In such
cases, the organisation makes
arrangement for looking after
the babies. The abandoned
children are allowed to be
adopted by childless couples af-
ter they complete the necessary
legal formalities.

The efforts by this or sa-
tion for rehabilitation of the
unwed mothers are indeed
laudable. If more such institu-
tions come forward to provide
such kind of service, man
more young women and girls
who bear the brunt of the worst
form of exploitation can be
saved from the ignominy of
spending the rest of their lives
on the pavements as social out-
casts.

India beat Lanka
by 8 wickets

COLOMBO, June 19: India
won the first one-day interna-
tional against Sri Lanka by
eight wickets at the R Pre-
madasa Stadium here today,
reports AFP.

India scored 246 for two in
43.4 overs in reply to Sri
Lanka's 243 for six in 50 overs.

SA 360 all out

LONDON, June 19: South
Africa were all out for 360 in
their first innings on the sec-
ond day of the second Test
against England at Lord's today,
reporis Reuters.

Sarbaharaman
killed 1n
intra-party clash

MEHERPUR, June 19: A
member of an outlawed party
was killed at a village here last
night following intra-party
conflict, police said. reports
UNB.

Manik, 34, was slaughtered
at Raghunathpur village under
sadar thana allegedly by a rival
roup of outlawed Sarbahara
arty.

On June 5, one Mafiz of
Babupura village under the
sadar thana was hacked to
death by the outlaws.

World Bank
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Bank (ADB) and the Japanese
Overseas Economic Coopera-
tion Fund (OECF), who each
contributed 200 million US dol-
lars, represents a major engi-
neering achievement of great
technical complexity, the WB
noted.

After the inauguration of
4.8-kilometre BJMB over Ja-
muna river on June 23, the
lnncFest bridge in South Asia
and the 11th longest bridge in
the world, it will take only six
hours to travel from the capital
to northwestern Bogra district,

'A journey that used to take
12 to 36 hours to travel from
Dhaka to Bogra, using road
transport and river ferries, will
take only six hours after the
bridge (BJMB) opens,” the Bank
observed. "It (the bridge} will
also carry railway traffic and
tie together Bangladesh's power
and gas networks into a na-
tional grid.”
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-port facilities

must to survive

in competition’
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, June 19:
Deputy Minister for Port and
Shipping Saber Hossain
Chowdhury today stressed the
need for m sation of port
facilities in the country to co
with the global competition in
cargo handling operations.

was ad the inau-
gural function of a 2-day 'S-
takeholder Dialogue on Initia-
tives for Modernising Port
erations,” organised by the
Asian Development Bank at the
office of the Chittagong Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry.

J B Brooks, Senior Project
Implementation Officer of ADB
and Md Rezwanul Huque,
Chairman, Chittagong Port,
Kamaluddin Ah president
of CCC&lI and Dr Ahmed Kamal
also addressed the function.

hjThu: deputy m:lriiuter m}id
Chittago it is ng lar
behind in ferms of faciifies due
to lack of long-term policy in
the past. We have to modernise
facilities to survive in competi-
tion, he added.

He urged i and port
users to extend their coopera-
tion is smooth operation of the
port by taking timely delivery

of cargo.

Chairman of the port au-
thority Rezwanul Haque said a
concerted efforts of all includ-
ing port users and labour organ-

isations is a must for bringi
back dynamism in operation
activities of the port.

JB Brooke said Chittagong
Port is a key to all national de-
velopment and ADB will con-
tinue to finance for its devel-
opment including construction
ol container terminal.

Winding up the inaugural
session of the dialogue Presi-
dent of Chittagong Chamber
Kamaluddin Ahmed underlined
the importance of ensuring
enough storing facility at the
port premises.

He urged the government to
form a commitiee comprisin
members of both public an

fivate sectors in order 1o stop

egal activities of the employ-
ees and labour unions who of-
ten interrupt the normal func-
tioning at the port.

’Modernisation of

Kibria
From Page 1

In this context, he categori-
cally said that the present size
of the uve.mlgcnt would not be
extended under any circum--
stance.

Admitting that the alloca-
tion for Annual Development
Programme was less this time,
he said, "it should not be evalu-
ated on the basis of amount,
rather it should be considered
on the basis on quality.”

Responding to criticisms of
various budget proposals, Kib-
ria said that the aim of the pro-
Boucd budget was to achieve a

alanced and sustainable de-

vel:&mnt.

ut the inflationary pres-
sure in the economy he said "A
non-inflationary %_:l'nwth

should be our goal." He at- -
tributed the rise in the rate of

inflation to seasonal price hike

of rice.

MK Anwar criticised the
budget proposals for "¢onceal-
ing and disto some impor-
tant information. "The new

is a cluster of good word
aimed at selfsatisfaction."

He also criticised the pro-
posed budget for 'ignoring and
avoiding” the contribution of
the previous government in
different sector.

Prof Wahiduddin Mahmud
said that the new budget pro-
posals reflected the eilort for
sustainable economic develop-
ment, considering the existi
socio-economic and politic
reality. He however noted that
budget proposal lacked some
important policy-related is-
sues.

Prof Mahmud said the polit-
ical leadership is facing some
important challenges which
should be addressed immedi-

ately. The are how to
contro] the increasing adminis-
trative nditure of the gov-

ernment. how to build an effi-
cient administration curbing
corruption. how to reduce losses
in state owned enterprises and
how to resist misappropriation
of money in financial institu-
tions.

Igbal Ahmed and Jahirul Is-
lam in their paper appreciated
the budget proposals for 'reflect-
ing’ certain policy thrusts and
| the budget with the in-
dustrial policy.

"This budget deserves appre-
ciation for reflecting certain
policy thrusts, one of which is
the concern over degradation of
environment,” the paper said.

|
!

Jackfruit is in abundant supply in the city market now.
' —Star photo

A poisonous plant, harmful
to humans, animals and flora,
sighted in south-western region
of the country for some time, is
causing concern among plant
biologists.

They collected some samples
of the plant from Manik Mia
Avenue area in the city recently
after noticing its firms presence
in the farms in south-western
districts. .
~ 'Bishgach’', botanically
known as ‘perthenium hys-
terophorous’. is on display at

“

to impeach Yeltsin
MOSCOW, June 19: The

lower house of parliament
voted today to begin preparing
an impeachment motion
against president Boris Yeltsin
but gave itsell one and halfl
years to launch it. signalling
the effort would probably fade
away like previous such al-
templs, reports AP.

Pro-government deputy
speaker Vladimir Ryzhkov said
that Yeltsin's foes understand
they have little chance to oust
the president and simply want
the panel as an "instrument of
blackmail and pressure against
the government.”

The Communist-initiated
vote signalled the first time
that the State Duma has man-

to set up a panel to prepare
a formal indictment. Several
attempts since 1994 have col-
lapsed.

The Duma voted 331-5 today
to set up a parliamentary com-
mission, which would draw up
formal charges against Yeltsin
that would serve as a legal
foundation for impeachment.

However, Communists and
their allies have left themselves
ample room for backpedalling,

Transport strike
in Meherpur
called off

MEHERFPUR. June 19 The
indelinite transport strike in
the district was called off after
live days today following fruit-
ful talks between the adminis-
tration and transport workers'
leaders, reports UNB.

The south-western Sramik
Federation had enforced the
strike on June 14 demanding
release of three transport work-
¥ ers.

Silent tnvasion of a
- poisonous plant

By Shehab Ahmed

“one and a half metre the plant,

Charges to be framed

STy
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uddin Ahmed, one of the direc-
tors of the construction com-
pany. Messrs Md Noor Hossain,
claimed that he has not been
alild the Tk 10.16 crore bill in
ull,

"After failing to realise the
unpaid bills, I have filed a
money suit with the court of
First Sub-Judge, Dhaka on
April 6, he said. He also
claimed that an additional Tk
1.50 crore was spent for instal-
lation of lift, generator pole, a
mw:r sub-station and other

ings as per "changed design"”

According to sources. con-
struction of the Kuwait General
Hospital was started in 1993
and completed in December
1996.

Director General of KJRC Dr
Ahmad Maher Sabik when con-
tacted sald, “We have made full
payment of Tk 8.29 crore and
that is the final amount we
owed to the contractor. The bal-
ance between Tk 10.16 crore
and Tk 8.29 crore is keptl as se-
curity money and will be re-

funded when the building is
handed over.” Dr Ahmad salid.

Dr Ahmad also said that a
Kuwaiti consultant engineer
and another engineer from the
Public Works Department of
Bangladesh government had
veriflied the claims for extra bill
and found those "baseless.” The
PWD was authorised by the gov-
ernment to monitor the con-
struction work

"The director general of
KJRC last year came for the
handover of the building. 1 in-
formed him that witlput pay-
ment of the final bill, handover
is not possible.” Mohiuddin
said. He claimed that due to
l:hanfcl in design there were
additional expenses to the tune

of Tk 1.5 cr. "The extra ‘non- *

tender’ work was supervised b
the PWD and we also inform
KJRC about the additional
work. But the KJRC is now
dcnrlng making changes in the
designs.”

Asked if the firm was issued
any work order for the ‘extra’
work, Noor Hossain, owner of
the construction company

200-bed hospital lying unutilised

replied in the negative but said,

“In the tender schedule it was
mentioned that changes may be
made in design if necessary and
| proceeded as per instruction

from PWD."

To this point KJRC DG Dr
Ahmad said, "As per the agree-
ment, KJRC will not bear any
expenditure which is in excess
of the specified amount. How-
ever, the Kuwaiti embassy here
will make all additional pay-
ment if claimed by the contrac-
tor and approved by engineers.
However, tgc extra bill claimed
is not acceptable as those have

no basis”

According to a document
signed by Noor Hossain and a
sub-divisional engineer of the
PWD, a cheque for Tk
8.29,45,317.17 (American Ex-

ress Bank cheque number
3751885) was received by Noor
Lhi:]sﬂaln himself against the
ill.

“According to the agreernent,
the contractor is supposed to
handover the building within
15 months from the date of

paytent of the first instalment

of money against the bill. The
first instalment was paid on
20.2.94. But so far the contrac-
tor has failed to abide by the
agreement,” a KJRC engineer
said.

The agreement says that the
contractor will have to pay a
fine of Tk 10.000 per day for
delay in implementation of the
project. ~

“They have deliberately de-
layed the construction and
claimed undue bills" said the
engineer who also supervised
the construction work.

He said, “No order for extra
work or ‘non-tender item was
issued by KJRC. So. the claim
{'{:r the bills is completely base-
eS88.7

Asked how KJRC was plan-
ning to settle the matter, DG
said. "We are waiting for a deci-
sion from our headquarters in
Kuwait "

It is not yet decided who will
run the hospital but KJRC is
likely to ruin the hospital man-
agement, he said.
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the national tree fair at Dhan-
mondi playground. .

"We are showing it to draw

ple's attention”, said Ms BM

ezia, an official of the Na-
tional Harborium, while talk-
ing to The Daily Star.

The harborium has a stall at
the fair, displaying a number of
disappearing species, to focus
interest on the plants which
have medicinal and commer-
cial qualities.

Ms Rezia said 'Bishgach’ is
causing eno concern among
the farmers, watching their
crops and plants and animals.

t grows fast. the pollen car-
ried by win spreads it around,
she said about the troublesome
plant.
byTh: ;:Ig'llt :;]vas;l ﬂrl.-;ut sighted

two adeshi plant scien-
tists, Dr Salar Kh}:n and Dr
Abul Hasan of Dhaka Univer-
sity, at a place two km from the
Eg&E Saidabad bus stand in
1 ;

The West Bengal state gov-
ernment in India, worried over
the invasion of Parthenium
had ordered burning it in 1985,

"A native of Jamaica, the
plant belonging to the Aster-
acede family, was first identi-
fied by Linium in 1753," a plant
scientist noted.

Growing straight up to about
its flower and pollen cause skin
allergy in humans, and rash
and diarrhoea in animals eat-
ing the plant, which could also
be fatal to them.

During the dry season.
Parthenium is more dangerous
as its poison becomes far more
lethal.

"Unless we identify and
check its growth, there is a real
danger that the innocuous look-
ing plant could spread all over,"
National Harborium's field
worker Alli Hossain said.

He saild during his trips to
the south-western region, he
found that the plant was grow-
ing alongside the crops.

Ms Rezia said fore the
plant spreads fast all over the
country, it must be destroyed.
For that public awareness must
be created through the media.

Water supply
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more deep tubewells will be set
up under the revenue head.

The four tubewells awaiting
completion soon is under the
interim project-3. Six tubewells
have already went into opera-
tion recently under the same
project.

At present, Dhaka WASA
su&:-ly waters from its 235 deep
tubewells and two water treat-
ment plants in Chadnighat and
Godnail.

Dhaka WASA has already
invited tenders for installing
100 generators in its different
tubewell sites to cope with the
power supply situation. The
generators will cost WASA
ab?jut Tk 20 crore, the sources
said.

Meanwhile, evaluation of
bids for construction of the
much expected fourth Dhaka
water supply project is going on.
The biggest ever WASA project,
popularly known as Saidabad
water treatment plant, is ex-
pected to be completed by the
year 2001. The Tk 750-crore
plant, financed by the World
Bank. Japan and the Bangla-
desh government. is expected to
giw: 22.05 crore litre water per

ay when completed, the
sources said.

PM: Rally
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not go o CHT with so many
people and vehicles while she
was in power,” Hasina told the

ralg.

eferring to BNP's absten-
tion from parliament, the
Prime Minister said the BNP is
boycotting the House only to
protect the interest of terrorists
and smugglers.

Referring to the incident of
unruly behaviour of BNP MPs
in parliament last April, she
wanted to know for whose in-
terest, they have resoried to
vandalism in the House,

The Prime Minister said the
resent government is strivin
ard for establishing peace an

stability as it believes that
peace is the pre-requisite to na-
tional development.

But the leader of the opposi-
tionn does not want peace and by
staging long march against the
CHT peace accord and calling
hartals against E)(EEIFEH Begum
Zia clearly took her stand
against peace, she said.

Giving a,briefl resume of her
government's move Lo
strenigthen the rural economy,
she mentioned the pension
scheme for the aged poor people.
projects for the homeless and
credit programmes: for the
clown-trodden.

Awami League General Sec-
retary and LGRD and Coopera-
tive Minister Zillur Rahman,
presidium member Amir Hos-
sain Amu. Commerce and [n-
dustries Minister Tofael
Ahmed. Dhaka City Mayor Mo-
hammad Hanif, N.irayanganj
district AL president Prof
Nazma Rahman and general
secrelary Shameem Osman also
addressed the meeting. b

Prof Yunus gets
prestigious
Spanish prize

OVIEDO, Spain, June 19; A
Bangladeshi philanthropist
and three Spaniards who ad-
minister aid programmes in
gfrica gm:l lngia won a sti-

ous Spanish prize today for
relievi ; FTrt:I:N:au't.-ltul XP

Lauding their "struggle

in the d.”
Asturias Prize

ainst povert
the Prince o

jury awarded its Concord Prize

to Prof Mohammad Yunus of
Bangladesh and Spaniards Vi-
cente Ferrer, Nicolas Castel-
lanos and Joaquin Sanz Gadea.

Yunus, 58, was cited for
founding the Grameen Bank 20
fears ago. Since then, it has
oaned 1.5 billion dollars to 2.1
million borrowers in 36,000
villages.

Yunus' bank introduced the
concept of ‘microloans’' to help
the poor start small businesses.
He also lunched a project last
year to put at least one cellular
phone in each of Ban%}ladcsh*a
65,000 villages within six
years,

Missionaries Ferrer and
Castellanos were honoured for
their work in India, while Sanz
was praised for medical work in
several hospitals in Congo.

The Prince of Asturias Prize
ranks nearly as high in the
Spanish-speaking world as the
Nobel Prize. Awards are given
in several fields, including sci-
ence, the arts and sports.

The Concord Prize is the sev-
enth of eight Prince of Asturias
prizes being granted this year.

Crown Prince Felipe ol As-
turias will present the winners
lﬁarrt;ﬂit?:in pesetas [33?[;50& dol-

s) and a ture panish
artist Joan Ic: during an Oc-
tober ceremony in this north-
ern Spanish city. '

WC: Nigeria
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yellow card of the tournament.

A cheer went up in the 68th
minute when midfielder
Nwankwo Kanu replaced
Amokachi, coming on for a
World Cup debut that would
have been wunthinkable 18
months ago when he underwent
heart surgery that threatened to
end his career.

He showed his strength by
ripping in a dangerous shot in
the 77th that Zdravkov pushed
out for a corner.

Some quotable quotes after
today's match:

Victor lkpeba: "It's a bi
compliment to African football
that we have qualified for the
Second Round.

"You can still be Olympic
champions and lose friendlies.
It was a little bit tense within
the squad before the Spain
match but after beating them it
all dissolved.

'l was delighted to score my
first goal in the World Cup but it
was a team effort and the credit
for the win should go to the
team.”

Hristo Bonev, coach of Bul-
garia, said: "At least it was
closer than last time.

"We should have taken the
chances that came our way but
we slill have a chance of quali-
fying for the next round if we
beat Spain next Wednesday:.

“If we create as many chan-
ces as we did today then we can
beat the Spanish. there's no
question of that."

BJMB
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kilometre long BJMB, the
eleventh largest bridge in the
world.

Other foreign dignitaries ex-
pected to attend the inaugural
ceremony include the regional
representatives of various
donor agencies, the sources
added.

The BJMB is expected to be
handed over to the governmert
today. The Jamuna Multipur-
pose Bridge Authority will take
over the bridee on behalf of the
government from the construc-
tion contractors on the day.

The bridge. however, will be
opened for traffic movement al-
ter Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina officially inaugurates it
onJune 23.

[t will remain toll-free for a
few hours alter the inaugura-
tion. Toll collection from vehi-
cles will start from 6:00 pm on
the day.

Once the bridge is handed
over to the government, the
Jamuna Operations and Main-
tenance Contractors (JOMAC)
will take over toll collection
and traffic management on the
bridge, the sources mentioned.

Inter Toll of South Africa
and its local counterpart Abdul
Munaim and associates have
heen awarded contract for
maintenance and operation ol
the BJMB.



