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US clarifies

MOUs signed with
Dhaka served

same purpose
as SOFA

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh and the US,; at
different times. have signed
memorandum of understanding
for conducting joint exercises
which serves the saime purpose
as Status of Forces Agreement
[SOFA).

According to USIS press re-
lease issued yesterday, the two
countries concluded a Status of
Forces Agreement (SOFA) for
one year's duration when a dev-
astating cyclone struck
Bangladesh in 1991, At that
time a massive relief mission —
operation Sea Angels — was
launched. It included 7.500
military personnel and civil-
ians and provision of 120 mil-
lion US dollars in relief assis-
tance, said the press release ti-
tled "US Clarifies SOFA.”

"The United States and
Bangladesh conduct small joint
military exercises each year.'
the clarification said, pﬂinting
out that this year's US an
Bangladesh exercises focus on
counter-narcotics activities,
disaster relief, air/sea rescue

See Page 12 Col 3

Anti-hartal
processions
In City

Bangladesh Awami League
and its front organisations
yesterday brought out proces-
sions, protesting the hartal
from different points of the
city, a party press release said,
reports BSS.

An anti-hartal procession
was brought out from the
Awami League Central Office at
Bangabandhu Avenue in the
morning. City Awami League
General Secretary and State
Minister for LGRD and Cooper-
atives Mofazzal Hossain
Chowdhury Maya., Awami
League central leader Prof Fa-
zlul Huq, Krishak League leader
MA Karim, Jubo e leader
_1«.«"4..1::1:11,‘h Kashem Montu, Sech-
ol Bl A%

Mannan Kachi, among others,
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BNP demands
mid-term

BNP yesterday asked the

government to resign immedi-
ately
election, reports UNB.

and demanded a mid-term

"If the government does not
resign showing respect to peo-
ple’s sentiment, it will be ousted
through mass upsurge,” BNP
secretary general Abdul Man-
nan Bhuivan said.

Speaking at a post-hartal
briefing in the evening,
an said the government
has failed to run the country in
all fronts during its two-year of
rule.

The “"fascist and undemo-
cratic character” of the gov-
ernment has been exposed as it
resorted to repression, harass-
ment, arrest and filing false
cases against the leaders and
workers of BNF, he said.

electio

City BNP convener Sadek
Hossain Khoka claimed that a
number of processions led by
BNP central leaders at different
places in the capital came under
police attack.

He alleged that the ruling
parly activists and police
ointly resorted to attack and

mb-blasts, The police lobbed
hundreds of tear gas shells on
the pro-hartal processions,” he
added.

Replying to a question,
Khoka said. over 500 people
were injured and 200 arrested
in the capital during the hartal
hours, The figure may go up as
reports of arrest and injured are
still coming.

When asked about the attack
some vehicles carrying
See Page 12 Col 8
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PM urges opposition BNP

Return to J9S, play

constructive role

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has called upon the
main opposition BNP to return
to the Jatiya Sangsad, giving up
agitation on the streets.

"They don't need to take to
the streets. They .are free to
speak on the floor of the House
on whatever issue they want to",
she said in yesterday's sitting of
the budget session of the
Sangsad.

"We want the opposition
party to come back to the House
and play a constructive role
here . . . ", the Prime Minister
said. -
Most of the BNP lawmakers
were willing 1o join the bhdget

sibilities in the parliament?

People would not support
any agitation "designed to pro-
tect the interests of drug and
arms smugglers” who had been
affected due to restoration of
peace in the CHT, Hasina said,
without referring BNP's opposi-
tion to the CHT accord.

About yesterday's dawn-to-
dusk hartal at the call of BNP
and its allies. the premier said
there was no ground for the har-
tal. "It's only to cause public suf-
ferings and to obstruct peace
and development in the coun-
try".
"T"I'hf: Leader of the House took
the floor after Jatiya Party

¥ See Page. 12.Col ¥’

from carrying out their respap-
led the procession, ; L ng ¥ e e
Parliamént ~ ;mgmbers |==—
Habibur Rahi led fhe anti-*
hartal 'prﬂcﬂfsaign at Demra, p

Mohammad Selim in the old
Dhaka, Mogbul Hossain at Mo-
hammadpur and Sramik
General Secretary Ahsan
Ullah Master at Motijheel
Commercial Area. Besides,
anti-hartal processions were
also brought out at Moghbazar,
Malibagh, Ramna and Khil-
gaon, the press release said.

Call for hartal in
Khagrachhari
today

From Our Correspondent

KHAGRACHHARI, June 18:
Sarbadalio Oikya Parishad, a
pro-BNP organisation has
called a dawn-to-dusk hartal in
Khagrachhari district tomor-
row protesting arrest of its
three activists during today's
hartal.

The arrested are Golam Sar-
war Simul, 25, Md Rubel, 27,
and Amjad Hossain 20.

Leaders of the Oikya
Parishad held a rally at. Shapla
Square and condemned police
harassment on the Parishad's
activists during today’'s hartal.

Meanwhile, Awami League
activists, brought out a proces-
sion in the town today urging
the people to boycott tomor-
row's hartal called by Oikya
Parishad.
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Denmark's Allan Nielsen and South Africa's Brendan Augustine challenge for the ball
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during their Group C WC match yesterday.

3 sent off in

TOULOUSE, June 18: Bene-
dict McCarthy scored South
Africa’s first World Cup goal to-
day to grab a 1-1 draw against
Denmark in an incident-
packed match which saw three
sendings-off, equaling the
record for a finals. reports
Reuters. '

All three were substitutes —
two from Denmark— sent off in
the second half.

Allan Nielsen gave Denmark

the lead in the Group C match
when Chelsea-bound Brian
Laudrup set him up with a per-
fectly-measured cross from the
right wing. The Tottenham

midfielder arrived unmarked at

the far post to volley the ball
home with his right foot in the
13th minute. ~

McCarthy, the new superstar
rican soccer, scored
in the 67th

of South
the equaliser
minute against his soccer hero,
Peter Schemichel.

The Ajax Amsterdam for-

ward. who earlier this week
sald it was his ambition to beat

the Danish keeper, ran on to a
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delightful flick from Sean
Bartlett and slotted the ball
through the Manchester United
goalkeeper's legs from close
range.
enmark were reduced to 10
men in the 67th minute after a
nasty foul by substitute Miklos
Molnar on Lucas Radebe. South
Africa had Alfred Phiri sent off
ust two minutes later for el-
owing Thomas Helveg in the
face.

Incredibly, a third substitute
~— Denmark's Morten Wieghorst
— was shown the red card with
five minutes to go for a tackle
on McCarthy. Only two previous
games, in 1938 and 1954, have
seen three players sent off.

Denmark had dominated the

Denmark-
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Khaleda asks
Hasina to quit

immediately

Opposition leader Begum '

Khaleda Zia has asked Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina to step
down as the people, what she
sald, have expressed no-confi-
dence in the government by ob-
serving spontaneous hartal
across the country, reports
UNB.

“The government
quit immediately accepting the

ple's demand.” she said in a
post-hartal statement yester-
day.

should

The BNP Chairperson said |

despite provocation and re-
pression by the government,
people observed the shutdown
to protest the "black” CHT ac-
cord and related laws, anti- -
ple budget, power, water an
crises, corruption and politici-
sation.

Cunﬁratulatin the people
for making the dawn-to-dusk
hartal a success, Begum Zia said
they have expressed no-confi-
dence in the government for its
fallure in every sector.

She said the ruling Awami
League deployed all its strength
to foil the hartal which is a
democratic right.

She said the ruling party not
only brought out anti-hartal
processions, they also attacked
BNP processions with the sup-
port of police. Many BNP lead-
ers and workers including
Dhaka city BNF joint convenor
Abul Bashar were arrested dur-
the hartal.

Ban on hunting
wild animals,
birds for 5 yrs

The government has im-

a ban on hunting wild an-

imals and birds for the next five

years to protect the environ-

ment and to maintain bio-di-

versity in the country, reports
BSS.

"The complete ban under
Bangladesh Wildlife {conser-
vation) Act of 1974 will have a
positive impact on the environ-
ment and ecological balance,”
said an offlicial hand out last
night.

The government urged the

ssion, she claimed. and asked, Whin Eazc Rablireisstated bis, | osapioge
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WORLD CUP '98

opening phase of the game and
had scgc:ll?al good chances to ex-
tend their lead.

Michael Laudrup sent a pow-
erful long-range shot inches
over the bar in the 16th minute
and Martin Jorgensen nearly
scored from a corner two min-
utes later. His kick rebounded
off the post and Brian Laudrup

then sent a diving leader into

Hans Vonk's arms. _
Striker Ebbe Sand looked set
to score in the 42nd minute but
his curling shot from the edge of
the box hit the upright.’
South Africa came alive af-
ter the first quarter and they

dominated the latter stages of
the game after Denmark were

See Page 12 Col 7
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Police chasing pickets at Naya Bazar during hartal hours in the city yesterday.
—Star photo

Sporadic clashes mark
hartal: 100 injured

At least 100 people were in-
jured in sporadic clashes during
the dawn-to-dusk hartal across
the country Jesttrday called by
the BNP-led Seven Party Al-
liance.

Normal life was disrupted as
buses, trucks and other modes
of transport mostly remained
off the roads and trains were

stopped at various spots.
Launches., however, plied as
usual but with less ers

The hartal was called to
press the demand for scrapping
of the CHT accord and the laws
for its implementation and to
protest the nt's 'ob-
struction to and attacks -on the

3 f.\uwardi the
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gas and water, price spirai of es-
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By Btaff Correspondent

sentials and deteriorating law
and order in the country.
Business establishments,
shops and educational institu-
tions remained closed during
the hartal hours and atten-
dance in government and semi-
government offices was thin.
According to reports re-
ceived in Dhaka. 20 people were
injured in Pirojpur, 10 each in
Mymensingh and Sirajganj and
five in Faridpur in clashes be-
tween pro and anti-hartal ac-
tivists. A BNP leader was

stabbed in Faridpur town al-

legedly in the presence of paolice.

, Re s of clashes were re-

eeajso from other areas in
the country. ¥

“Picaets dnasea alvay Rai-

way staff from Bogra station,

said Railway officials. Barri-
cades were raised at Bonarpara,
Kahalu and Gaibandha sta-
tions, disrupting movement of
trains in Lﬂ]]munirhat region,

Dhaka bound inter-city
train — Mahanagari Urmi —
from Chittagong was stranded
for over four hours at Nan-
golkot near Comilla from 10
am due to a barricade.

Another barricade was put
up at Fatimanagar railway sta-
tion near Mymensingh at about
9:30 am. It was removed at
11:15 am. :

In the city, clashes between
pro-hartal and anti-hartal ac-
tivists took place in some areas.

Al least 50 people including
sixpolific persoiunel were in-

See Page 12 Col 4

. ternal

 Paisal Kbk

League leader
shot dead

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, June 18: A Kr-
ishak League leader was shot
dead by some unknown as-
sailants in front of a school at
about 10 am yesterday.

Police and witnesses said,
Khalilur Rahman, 44, a former
acting chairman of rpur
Union Parishad and currently
the thana unit president of Kr-
ishak League under Babuganj
thana of the district was %mcd
down on way to a market by
four unidentified.

After the incident thana
units of BCL and Krishak

League brought out processions
protesting the killing. The pro-
cessionists damaged the office

of the thana BNP.

Later JCD brought out a pro-
cession protesting attack on
BNP office. The JCD activists
exploded crackers and damaged
and ransacked shops.

A case was filed with
Babuganj thana today accusin
24 in connection with the
killing.

2 BCL activists,
another of JCD
“held in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, June 18: Po-
lice in two separate raids in the
city today arrested an activist
of Chhatra Dal and two ac-
tivists of Bangladesh Chhatra

Iﬂﬁx (BCL).
olice said they were ar-
rested on charge of terrorism,

illegal toll collection and other
criminal activities in the city.

Police said that Morshed
Khan, president of South
Bakalia unit of Chhatra Dal
was arrested from his residence
at 10 am today after a brief ex-
change of fire.

Police said Morshed was
wanted in many cases, filed in
connection with terrorism, ab-
duction and illegal toll collec-
tion. '

Chhatra Dal uugportcru put
up barricade at Bakalia and
staged demonstration protest-
ing the arrest of Morshed. Po-
lice chased the demonstrators
and removed the barricade.

In another raid at 5 pm today
in Agrabad area, police arrested
Nurul Kabir alias Helal and
Abul Kasem, both identified as
activists of Chhatra e and
members of alleged terrorists
group 'Kader Bahini.'

Supporters of Chhatra

e t out a
in abad area to protest the
arrest of the two party activists,

but police dispersed proces-

i sion.

Int'l confce on CHT
 begins tomorrow

By M Anwarul Haq

A two-day international
conference begins in the city
tomorrow in an attempt to gar-
ner donor support for the devel-
opment of Chittagong Hill
Tracts.

The conference is also aimed
at disseminating information
about the prospects of taking u?
development projects in the hill
districts following the signing
of CHT peace accord.

The conference titled, 'Peace
and Chittagn:lg Hill Tracts' will
be inau ted by Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina at the Inter-
national Conference Centre.

The conference is being
jointly organised by the Eco-
nomic Relations Division of the
Ministry of Finance and the
United Nations Development
Programnme (UNDP).

inance Minister SAMS
Kibria, explaining the need for

| WORLD CUP ‘%
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Today's matches

Group D
Nigeria vs Bulgaria, 9:30 pm
BST

Spain vs Paraguay, 1:00 am
BST

hosting the conference, said, "It
is indeed a remarkable feat to
sign the peace treaty. And it is
remarkable that 62,000 Chak-
mas have returned and surren-
dered their arms.

"But we must now consoli-
date the gains of the peace
treaty. It is now the foremost
task since the history of insur-

ency shows that it has a ten-

ency to linger. Insurgencies
have a habit of pcrsisting. We
must involve everyone and take
up development schemes”.

The finance minister said
the focus of the conference will
be on the prospects of develop-
ment in the CHT.

ERD Secretary Mashiur
Rahman told this correspon-
dent, "We hope to generate
greater awareness in the inter-
national community about the
prospects of investment and de-
velopment in the CHT. We want
to sensitise the international
community, particularly
donors, so that they are enour-
aged to take up participdtory
programmes.”

e explained that "The three
main objectives of holding the
meeting are to learn about the

ences of ethnic conflicts
in other countries, to find out
what sort of institutional mea-
sures can be taken up for devel-
opment and to list the 'economic
potentials that could be tapped.”

"The conference will mainly
be held at the conceptual level."
he said.

See Page 12 Col 3

3 Bangladeshis killed
in BSF firing

. LALMONIRHAT, ‘' June 18:
Indian Border Security Force
(BSF) gunned down four people,
including three Bangladeshi

farmers, at frontier Barai ara
village in Hatibandha thana

today, reports UNB.

The three B adeshis were
identified as Abed Ali, 25, and
Jabed Ali, 32 — sons of Lokman
Hossain — and Jamir All, 26,
son of Mozammel Haq. The
other victim is Lutfur Rahman,
an Indian national.

Vil said four BSF men

Lutfur, a resident of
Kuchbihar. district of India,
walked into Bangladesh terri-

through the village at 6 am
m: the three farmers were

cultivating land in the area.

'As the BSF men accused the
fa.r:;tn of cattle from -
across the border, tht_'.’y' ﬁurul

P

locked in an altercation.

At one stage, the BSF men
opened fire, leaving Jamir,
Abed and Lutfar dead on the
spot while Jabed succumbed to

his injuries on to the thana
health complex. They also toak
‘away the cattle of the victims. -

Meanwhile, BDR Command-
ing Officer Lt Col Aminul Islam
rushed to the spot from Lal-
monirhat and sent a letter to
the Indian authorities in this

) -
Sector Commander of Rang-

r Headquarters Col Azad also
Ell:ldted the spot.

A tense situation was pre-
vailing in the area. BDR and
BSF have deployed extra forces

at their respective sides.
. .The bodies were sent to Lal-
‘monirhat Hospital morgue for

au .and a case was filed
with hnncﬁln thana.

No possibility of
Indo-Pak talks
in Dhaka: Delhi

From Pallab

Bhattacharya

NEW DELHI, June 18: India
today said there was no possi-
bility of Dhaka hosting any
meeting between New Delhi and
Islamabad following the recent
nuclear tests by the two neigh-
bours.

"There is no question of
summit or any other meeting at
any other level between India
and Pakistan in Dhaka.” an Ex-
Affairs Ministry
spokesman said here setting at
rest reports in a section of me-
dia that possibilities of an
Indo-Pak meeting in the
Bangladesh capital would be
explored by Indian Foreign Sec-
retary K Raghunath during his
forthcoming visit to Dhaka.

Asked if Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina had,
during her day-long visit to New
Delhi on June 16, offered to
host an Indo-Pak meeting in
Dhaka, the spokesmen said,
"our understanding is that there
was no such proposal. The
(media) reports are speculative.”

Richardson
nominated
energy secy

WASHINGTON, June 18:
President Bill Clinton picked
diplomatic troubleshooter
Richard Holbrooke as his new
United Nations ambassador to-
day, nominating current Am-
bassador Bill Richardson as his
energy secretary, reports AP.

Clinton announced the twin
nominations at the White
House with both men at his
side. Both require Senate con-
l;.jnnatic-n before they take ef-
ect.

In the Rose Garden, Clinton
saluted Richardson. in his work
at the United Nations, as a "vig-
orous and articulate proponent
of our cnﬁagcmcnt around the
world and the importance of
leveraging that engagement by
living up to our United Nations
obligations.”

"In short. if there's one word
that comes to mind when |
think of Bill Riclhiardson It re-
ally is energy — but that is
hardly the only reason 1 am ap-
pointing him to this job,” the
president chuckled.

Death of maid

Housewife on

one-day remand
By Staff Correspondent

The woman who was ar-
rested on charge of torturing

her teenage domestic help to
h area

death at city's Gulb
Wednesday, was placed on one-
day remand yesterday.

Nilufa Aziz, 40, was arrested
by Motijheel police on Wednes-
day after Dulee, the maid, suc-
cumbed at the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) with
burn and cut injuries on differ-
ent parts of her body on the
same day.

Police produced Nilufa be-

fore the ChiEf Metrnpflifjan
Magistrate’'s Court yesterday
se\-Eng a 7-day remand. But the
court granted a one-day re-
mand.
Meanwhile, the body of
Dulee. daughter of Md Askan of
Natore, was kept at the DMCH
after autopsy, hospital sources
said, adding that none came to
claim the body till filing of this
report last night.

‘Container handling
at Ctg Port

resumes

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, June 18: Con-

tainer handling at Chlttagnn%
Port resumed at midnight las
night as the equipment opera-
tors withdrew their work ab-
stention. port sources said.
. The work abstention was
withdrawn following assurance
from port authorities of consid-
crh"ﬁ]lhﬂr demand.

e equipment operators
went on work abstention from
Wednesday night demanding
regularisation of their services.

Clarification

Sonali Bank (SB] and Man-
aging Director of Lunic Cold
Storage Md Sajjad Amin in two

te statements have clari-

fied their position irr The Daily
Star news item on "“fo in

sanctioning Tk 3.68 cr loan by
m L

Sonali Bank said it nFrmd in
rinciple to provide loan to
/S Lunic Col Ltd. But
su uently as they (M/S Lu-
nic Cold Storage Ltd) failed to
provide documents as

gcr bank's rules and la-
on
ro

s. the bank aband the
. As such no sanction
etter was ‘issued to the en-

. m ad Amin said the aﬂeﬁ-
tions t him are false. He
said he submitted an appli-
cation for lodan at the SB local

in-Tangail. Since he was I:::av

service and two of the directors

were women, the other director
See page 2 col 4

branch to set up a cold utnraﬁ '



