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Cup comes first
for Batistuta

L'ETRAT. France, June 17
(Reuters): Gabriel Batistuta
tried to keep his mind on the
World Cup on Tuesday as he was
bombarded with question about
a reported transfer to Parma.

"I've got no idea (about
Parma)... it would be spectacu-
lar if 1 could be the top scorer
and win the World Cup with Ar-
gentina,” Batistuta said, trying
to change the subject.

Media in Buenos Aires re-

rted a move to Parma was
almost in the bag for Batistuta,
who last week reiterated his
wish to leave Fiorentina even
though he is under contract un-
til 2000.

"I don't want to think about a
move now, I've got a month's
holiday after the World Cup to
think about where I'm going to
end up,” said Batistuta, who
scored in Argentina's 1-0 win
over Japan in Group H on Sun-
day.

"l haven't seen (agent Set-
timio) Aloisio since | got to
France.”

Argentina's pla)irl:rs agreed
they had not played well
against Japan, hut felt the
would improve with eac
match., starting against Ja-
maica in Paris on Sunday.

"In the first round you can
make mistakes and recover,”
Batistuta said. "People expected
us to win by three or four goals,
but we're satisfied.”

tina fans hoped to see
their team crush Japan in the
same manner as their 4-0 vic-
tory over Greece in their first
match of the 1994 finals when
Batistuta scored a hattrick.
" "You have to win, not think

about how many ﬁuals youre
ang to score,” eeper Car-

Cap tain Di:gﬂ Simeone said
what matterad was to have se-
cured the three points. "The
only thing you can't fix is

whether you play well or badly,
the only thing you can't fix
(afterwards) is the result,” he
said,

He said Argentina needed "a

little more explosion in mid-
field,” Argentina's media called
for the inclusion against Ja-
maica of River Plate's Marcelo
Gallardo to give the midfield
more creativity.
' Y Gallardo said: "Always when
the team don't play wel le
think those whi; s{aycd c?rfﬂ lﬁ‘lt_‘
sidelines can be the aalvatmn
but it doesn't work that way."

He said he had no idea what
changes Passarella might have
in mind but he was training
hard to "give the coach a selec-
tion headache.”

Libero Nestor Sensini said
he was recovering after dislo-
ca a finger 18 minutes from
the end of the Japan match and
would be fit to play on Sunday.

Bulgarians add
a touch
of youth

EVRY, France, June 17: Bul-
garia are set to add a youthfull
touch to their aging side against
Nigeria on Friday in a bid to es-
cape World Cup's "group of
death."”

Marian Hnstnv the Bun-

midfielder who hel
Kaiserslautern to the title
season, was pronounced it aﬂcr

training Tuesday.
to make his

He is

World Cup debut against the
African uldc whose 3-2 win
against Spain sent tremors

the Bu camp.
Bulgaria

d only draw 0-0
-with Pamgua
Hristov, bm:k from a linger-
ing 1 {ur:.r could replace
midfield star Anatoli Nankov,
w o was sent off for a tackle
from behind 10 minutes from
th-e end nst Paraguay in the
up D tie.

elder llian [liev has re-
covered from a hamstring

twinge and will be fit.

Franky's final
hurrah

MONTHIEUX, France, June
17: Belgium captain Franky
Van der Elst confirmed on
Tuesday he would definitely re-
tire frum international football
after this World Cup, reports
AFP.

“I'm really struggling at
some of the training sessions
and although I still enjoy foot-
ball at this level I know I've
reached the end," said the 37-
_ year-old, who was talked out of
retirement by Belgium coach
(irges Lukenn in 1996 when
Belgium were s
World cup qualif competi-
“tion.

Van der Elst, playing in his
fourth World Cup finals, sajd he

. may play one more season for
hiscluh rugge.

ing in the

A lesson in Braziliance

NANTES. France, June 17
(AP): The defending World Cup
champions had gotten an earful
about Morocco's “Brazilian-
style” soccer. So Ronaldo and
Co went out and showed the dis-
ciples how it's done.

With art and cool efliciency,
Brazil dispatched the Atlas Li-
ons 3-0 Tuesdav night to clinch
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first place in Group A with six

ints. Norway, who drew 1-1
with Scotland earlier Tuesday.,
have two points, while Morocco

| and Scotland have one.

Ronaldo. who had done ev-

France: Cheers orn

PARIS, June 17: Having un-
corked the World Cup cham-
pagne with their 3-0 victory

over South Africa, France can
sweep away any doubts about
their championship pedigree
against Saudi Arabia on Thurs-
day, reports Reuters.

That win eased the
pressure on the hosts from fans
disappointed by their warm-u
form but, predictably. coac
Aime Jacquet is reluctant to let
too much confidence show
through.

"It's a match where we could
easily trip up,” he said of the
Grnuge(: game, "These second
matches are going to be like real
cup ties because many of the
smaller teams lost their open-
ing games, and they are going to
want to do better. i

A defeat for the Saudis would
almost certainly rule them out
of the second round.

The teams have never met

| before but Jacquet will no doubt

remind his players of the '1-0
defeat that Saudi Arabia in-
flicted on a good Belgian side in
1994 which along with a victory
over Moroceo, took them into
the next stage.

Saudi Arabia's coach Carlos
Alberto Parreira, who led
Brazil to victory in 1994, is
aware his side will have to im-
prove markedly after they

as lack of ini-
tiative up front in a 1-0 opening

defeat by the largely unimpres-
sive Danes.

“We have to try to get one
point from our first two games
so that we can try in
the last game (against Snuth

Africa). But it's very tuu%
said. "We create chances, but we

are not scoring goals."

France not only overcame a
stiff :arlg challenge from the
"bafana bafana" but crucially
found the sEark up front that
had eluded them in their warm-
up games.

erything but score in a 2-1 win
over Scotland, broke the {ce 1
the ninth minute for his hirst
World Cup goal and set up Do
beto for the third at the 49th.
But that hardly measured the
torment he caused the Lions' de-
[ense with a variety of dribbles,
passes and near-misses.

"We played joyful, sparkling

g

and ellicient soccer.” said coach
Manio Zagallo. "I'm happy with
everything — the defence, the
midlield and the attack.”

Two games, lwo wins, a berth
in the second round. What else

While Jacquet's first-choice
striker Stephane Guivarch'h is
still carrying the inA_ur}r that
lorced him to go off in that
match, his replacement

ZINEDINE ZIDANE

Christophe Dugarry scored one
goal, made another and proved
an inspiration for his partner
Thierry Henry.

The Saudis are hoping for

Ilies to play
together

BUCHAREST, June 17: Ko-
caelisport striker Sabin Ilie of

" Romania moved from the Turk-

ish club to Valencia of Spain on
Tuesday to play alongside his
brother Adrian, hero of Roma-
nia’s World Cup victory over
Colombia, reports Reulers.

Ilie prev[nusl}r played for
Fenerbahce but moved on loan
to Kocaelisport, who subse-
qut,ntlg‘ boug ht him for 1.2 mil-
lion U dn]hr-:

could Brazil ask for? Defensive
covsistency? Showtime? They
1 that, 100o.

Alter working all week on
coverage. the Brazilian delence
stilfened and kept the agile Mo-
roccan strikers out of the dan-
per cone. Goalie Tallarel didn't
iake a save all mght,
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Ronaldo (R) watches the ball going past Moroccan custodian Benzekri on June 16,

— AFP photo

Despite the one-sided out-
coime, E.ga]ln had nothing but
praise for the Lions.

"We didn't draw just any ad-
versary.” he said "Morocco is a
good team that knows how to

cheers?

that kind of form from "desert
Maradona"™ Saeed Al-Owairan,
remembered for his brilliant
solo goal against Belgium but
looking less than sharp this
time round. "1 believe he has
something to prove in this
game,” Carlos rto said.
Jacquet is under no illusion
that his side will have to make

the running in before 80,000
fans in Paris Stade de France.
"I ex Lt the Saudi team lo

play it very tight, bunched up in
their own half but ready to
make sudden breaks using the
skill of their forwards," he said.

But wing back Bixente
Lizarazu. one of the stars of the
win against South Africa. was
relaxed enough to say: "There
are no zero-risk games — but
the French defence is our strong
point.”

Carlos Alberto said the
Saudis, likely to field largely
the same side that mplay:d
against Denmark. would above
will have to try to muzzle
French midfielder Zinedine Zi-
dane.

"He can ch the course of
a game in a moment, destroy a
team in a split-second. He is
perhaps the greatest playmaker
at this World Cup — [ just love to
see him play.

PROBABLE TEAMS

FRANCE: 16-Febien Barthez,
15-Lilan Thuram, 5-Laurent
Blance, 8-Marcel Desalilly, 3-
Bixente Lizarazu, 7-Didier De-
schamps, 17-Emmanuel Petit,
10-Zinedine Zidane, 6-Youri
D{nrkacﬂ. 12-Thierry Henry,
21-Christophe Du .

SAUDI IA: |1-Mo-
hammed Al-Deayea, 2-Mo-
hammed Al-Jahani, 33-Mo-
hammed Al-Khilaiwi, 4-Abdul-
lah Zubramawi. 13-Hussain
Sulimani; 7-lbrahim Al-
Shahrani, 6-Fuad Amin, 16-
Khamis Al-Owairan, 14-Khalid
Al-Muwallid, 10-Saeed Al-

Owairan, 9-Sami Al-Jaber.

play soccer. It might, not qual-
II}.r but it has every chance to
take second in the grou

Moroccan ml(i)ficldcr
Moustafa El Hadji hasn’t given
up.

P "There is still hope,” he said.
"It will be difficult for Norway
to beat Brazil. We are going to
concentrate our efforts on Scot-
land.”

Coach Henri Michel admit-
ted Morocco's fate was no longer
in its own hands.

"Mathematically, it is still
pﬂsslblei but it won't be our do-

ing. It is something that will be
decided afler the games.

"We have to be realistic.”
Michel said. "Brazil was belter
than us tonight and the score
proves it.”

The Brazilian party started
early at Beaujoire stadium in
this northwestern river port.
The 40,000 fans were a festival
of Brazil's green-and-yellow
jerseys. face paint and Flitter
wigs, daubed with splashes of
Moroccan red.

What would be a lonu
evening for the Lions began in
the second minute, when Ri-
valdo sent Leonardo in on a
breakaway, but his apparent
goal was called back for oflside.

Five minutes later, Rivaldo
tried to catch goalie Driss Ben-
zekri nap dpmg w:th a long shot
from midfield, a goal he had
made for FC Barccluna. This
one went high.

But in the ninth minute, Ri-
valdo found Ronaldo streaking
up the middle. The two-time
FPFE player-of-the-year took a
step and drilled a right-footed
shot past the diving Benzekri to
make it 1-0.

The Lions defence tried every
way to shut down Ronaldo, even
physically, In the 18th minute,
said Chiba came in cleats high,
tearing Ronaldo’'s shorts and
leaving an ugly bruise on his
left thigh. But Russian referee
Nikolai Levnikov let him off
with a waming.

Zagallo refused to comment
on the incident. "That's FIFA's
problem.” he said.

Five minutes later it was
Brazil's Cesar Sampaio who
drew a yellow, his second of the
Cup, and misses the game
against Norway as a result.

It was injury time when Be-
beto found Cafu open on the
right and he sent a cross
to Rivaldo that struck Ben-
zekri's ann before going in for a
2-0 lead.

"When we relax. the results
start coming.” said Cafu. "We
knew we'dd gather momentum
once the Cup started. and that's
what's happening.”

In the secund period, Bebeto
took over.

In the 47th minute he
slip between two defenders
for a testing header that Ben-
zekri picked off in the corner.

Three minutes later, de-
fender Abdelilah Saber step]:cd
on the ball and Ronaldo picked
it off. He blew in from the left
side, stutter-s ccrmd around a
d:f:ndcr and f beto for the

-in.

pﬁﬂer that, it was showtime.

Rivaldo opened with a be-
hind-the-bac ass, and Cafu
samba’'d over the ball before a

rplexed defender. The high-
fEm wius a Rivaldo-to-Ronaldo-

to-Bebeto gem that was cleared

at the last minute, but the crowd |

roared its appreciation.

Rivaldo said the game
showed that it makes little dif-
ference whom Brazil plays. 'l
think we've grown and can beat
anyone.” he said.

Doriva, making his World
Cup debut, replaced Sampaio in
the 68th minute, and four min-
utes later Edmundo came in for
Bebeto.

Morocco then sent in Lahcen
Abrami and Gharib Amzine for

Saber and Chiba in the 76th ]

minute. Amzine would have
Morocco's best chance on a feed
from Hadji, but his shot from
outside the area went high.

In the final minutes, Denil-
son replaced Rivaldo and All El
Khattabu came in for Hadda.
Junior Balano drew a yellow
card for a rough tackle.

TEAMS

BRAZIL: Taffarel, Calu, Ju-
nior Baiano, Aldair, Roberto
Carlos; Dunga, Cesar Sampalo
(Doriva, 68t ]. Leonardo, Ri-
valdo [Denilson, 88th); Bebeto
(Edmundo, 72nd), Ronaldo.

MOROCCO: Driss Benzekri;
Abdelilah Saber (Lahcen
Abrami, 76th), Youssel Rossi,
Abdelkrim El Hadrioui,
Noureddine Naybet; El
Moustafa Hadji, Said Chiba
(Gharib Amzine, 76th), Youssef
Chippo, Tahar El Khalej: Ab-
del BPoHndda (Ali El Khattabi,
89ih), Salaheddine Bassir.

Referee — Nikolai Levnikov,
Russia.
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Mexicans now

more composed

FONTENAILLES, France,
June 17: Mexico, seemingly
rudderless ']lusl a couple of
weeks ago, find themselves in
an unexpected position as
World Cup group leaders,
healthy and confident their
"cunning” can get it into the
second round, reports AP.

Even goalkeeper Jorge Cam-
pos has promised to go back to
is colorful uniforms,
after donning a decidedly bland
exico's 3-1 debut
win against South Korea.

Mexican team doctor Jose
Luis Cantu said Tuesday all the
players are healthy and fully
recovered [rom Saturday's
come-from-behind win against
the Koreans.

"The team is working well
together and they're all in good
shage Cantu said.

I!l}' one player required his
care after the match. Midlielder
Ricardo Pelaez. who started the

. Mexican comeback with a score

in the 50th minute, took :

| glancing kick on the righ

cheek when teammate Luis
Hernandez tallied the second of
l1s two goals late in the game.

- "l had some marks from his
i leats on my face, but it's no big
(leal,” Pelaez said. Most of his
teammates came out unscathed.

"Some of the other players
have only minor injuries that
are not even worth mentioning.
They're all training at full ca-
pacity,” Cantu said.

The victory offered a mea-
sure of vindication for Mexico,
which had come under criti-
cism for its unimpressive re-
sults leading up to the World
Cup and now hopes to ride the

| win into the second round,

—

OR

DESERT STORM?

But first it must play two
tough teams, Belgium on Satur-
tlay in Bordeaux and Group E
favourite Netherlands a week
from Thursday. in Saint-Eti-
enne.

Mexico would advance with
a win against the Belgians. who
held the Dutch to a scoreless tie
on Saturday.

“They're very strong but they
tend to be predictable,” said
striker Jesus Arellano. "I think
we can beat them with superior
ball-handling. 1 think a dose of

~ Mexican cunning can makathe

difference.”

Muwtapha Hddjl (R) of Murmcu and Brazil skipper Dunga

battle for possession at Nantes on June 16.

MANTES, June 17: Brazil
captain Dunga dismissed a [u-
rious row on the pitch with Be-
beto during Tuesday’'s win over
Morocco as nothing more than
an ordinary argument between
teammates, reports Reuters.

“It was just a discussion be-
tween two players. let's talk
about the Brazilian victory,” he
said after the 3-0 win made the
world champions the first team
to qualily for the second round.

"People have arguments at
work and we have them on the
pitch. When he scored (Brazil's
third goal), | went over to cele-
brate with him just like all the
other players., thie Brazil na-
tional team is abwove everything
else.”

The two appeared to fall out
after Morocco won a free kick
on the t{iﬁ e of the penally area
midway through the first half,
when Brazil
ahead.

Dunga was seen velling at
Bebeto, who shouted back
Dunga then yelled even more
appeared to make a head-
butting moticn towards Bebeto
and the two were then re-
strained by other Brazilian
plavers.

'l was just telling him to
stand in front of the ball, which
is his job in those situations”,
said Dungiz.
Behel.:-

‘were one goal

who later scored

— AFP photo

Dunga-Bebeto
wran

le

Brazil's final goal to get on the
scoresheet for the first time in
the competition, slunk out of
the Stadium without talking to
reporters.

Dunga, who is playing in his
third World Cup and was cap-
tain in 1994, added that his
goading of team mates was "For
the good of the team.”

He is known as the team's
motivator but also likes to get
involved with opponents and
on Tuesday was also seen in
long conversations with the
match referee.

Some feel. however, that
Brazil's midfield hard man
sometimes goes over the top.

His goading of his team-
mates near t

week's 2-1 win over Scotland |

led an argument with coach

e end of last |

Mario Zagallo, which ap Ear .

ently developed into nothing
more serious.

He has als? been sent off
twice playing for his country.
the m{l:ljst };lﬂt:%nl red card hegg
in a friendly 2-1 win over Ger-
many for two bookable offences
last March.

Dunga later apologised and
Zagallo said he was not worried
about his captain’s strong per-
sonality. "If he had been sent off
for hghung I would have been
worried but it was for two yel-
low card offences.” he saJd

Iranlans smell a rat

PARIS, June
(Reuters/AFP); Iran’s :mhaha
in France denied reports toda ly
thal its soccer team was consic
ering pulling out of the World
Cup because French television
airedd a controversial film about
Iran.

The Iranian embassy for-
mally denies the press reports
that the Iranian team will leave
the World Cup." an embassy
spokesman said.

An Iranian official with the
team al its base in Yssingeaux.,
near Lyon, also denied there
had been a threat to pull out.

Iran are due to play the
United States in a politically
charged match on Sunday in
Lyon.

I[ran has protested to the
French foreign ministry and to
the private television channel
M6 over the broadcast on Mon-
day of the 1991 film "not with--
out my daughter”

The film stars American ar:-
tress Sally Field and is about an
American woman's search in
Iran for her daughter after her
Iranian husband refused to re-
turn the child to the US.

An M6 station official said
the Iranian embassy had sent it
a nole on Friday asking that the
ﬁ]lm be drop from its ssched-
ule.

"We came here to participate
and show our sportsmanship
but the players are upset and
angry.” said team official Ali
Manoussifar. "But we will go
ahead with the

“It (the broadcast) is not go-
ing to affect the forthcoming
games but it has mentally dam-
aged the players.” he: said.

“The players we'ie upset and
angry. It wasn'l. fair to show
this lilm during i major sports
evenl. The film vvas totally un-
true and false bt the gaml on
Sunday is nnt ir: jeopa )

"The 'ﬁaa}fcru did nnt an-
nounce " he said, referring
to a press conference on Tues-
day where -— according to some
French media — the ?llny:ra
threateneci to quit the champi-
onships.

M6 earlier denied any ill
intent anci said the US film had
been programme long before.

At a specjally arranged press
conference Tuesday at their
base south of Lyon, Iranian cap-
tain Mohammad Khakpour,

star sitriker Khodadad Azizi and -

teammate Ali-Reza Man-
souriin denounced M6's deci-
sior: to broadcast the film.

The iilm recounts the true
story il an American woman
wlio merries an Iranian, moves
to Iran and after the marriage
breaks down is not allowed to
leave: the country with her
daughter. It is controversial in
Iran partliy because of the image
it givces ol ordinary Iranians as
dirtyy and cruel.

[3ut M6 said in a statement
late Tuesday that the airing of
the 1989 film, already broad-
ciast three times on French
texlevision, "had been scheduled
? long while back.”

"Last Friday. the Iranian
embassy contacted us to protest
the broadcasting of the film. We
did not change our program-
ming but we
film along with a statement
[rom the eimmbassy indicating

id broadcast the .

that Iran challenged the truth
of the events dcpicted therein,”
MBE said in a statement.

Azizi, who said the three
players were speaking on behalf
of the whole team. denounced

the filin as "tissue of lies,” and
an "insult to every Iranian.”

All three players insisted
that the timing of the film was
not acoidental.

"Why should this film, that
has already been shown many
times, appear again now il it
was not for a precise reason.”
said Khakpour.

Asked wh the French au-

thorities would have any inter-
est in destabilising the Iranian
team to the benefit of the United
States. Khakpour replied: "That
is exactly the question.”

Thierry Henry of France in training at Clairefontaine on

June 16.

— AFP photo
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