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Privatisation Soup

Air is rife with lamentations whenever there is
any stock-taking of disinvestment performances.
But you ought to be genuinely disappointed with
something only if in all seriousness you had pur-
sued it and yet ended up drawing a blank. The same
cannot be obviously said about the perfunctory
privatisation process. The sincerity of purpose has
been grossly lacking so that when we cry our hearts
out over only 12 out of 72 listed state owned enter-
prises having been disinvested so far or over the
loss of Tk 25 billion being annually incurred by

failure or at best a desperate expression of concern.

We know the main hurdles to privatisation like
the thumb of our hand. They are all on our finger
tips: lack of political commitment and vested in-
terests of the bureaucracy and trade unions. But the
question is what are we doing to neutralise these
negative factors? The government's will to carry
forward the programme is cognisant of the socio-
political cost entailed in executing it too hastily. In
new budget the government has come out with a
safety net provision for those who would be re-
trenched upon privatisation. If their needs for re-
habilitation and retraining for fresh employment
are catered to then what we would be left with is the
job of separating the amenable workers from the
resistive trade union leaders. After that sifting we
shall be in a position to handle the trouble-makers
with a firm hand. The government had also offered
some disinvestible units for sale to the workers on
a first priority basis inviting a take-over by them.
It would be in the fitness of things if the govern-
ment let the public know as to where the matter
rests now.

All these show that the government has taken
the necessary steps to protect "the legitimate inter-
ests of the workers" which is uppermost in the
mind of the Finance Minister. Now they should
push the moribund disinvestment process in
earnest.

Nothing short of depoliticisation of labour
~unions through a cast-iron reform package will
keep extraneous political interferences at bay.
With such big steps taken the ministry or corpora-
tion officials’ vested interests in the extended pas-
tures provided by the SOEs will die their natural
death.

A Triumph of Endurance

Two teenage Chinese girls have taken the world
by surprise. In a paean of human endurance before
which even some of the best survival stories pale
into insignificance, Li Qingzhu and Liang Xiaofei
lived 42 days only on water after an adventurous
group of four from a school in China's southwest-
ern province Guizhou lost their way in a maze of
caves. Two died out of thirst, hunger and exhaus-
tion as the intrepid quartet literally groped in the
darkness in their bid to get out of the labyrinth as a
sudden rush of wind blew out the candles which
happened to be only source of light in a zone of

molten darkness.
It is true Li Quingzhu and Liang Xiaofei would

have met the same fate as their dead peers had an-
other exploring party not reached there fortu-
itously at the right time.

It is no doubt a magnificent epinikion of man's
endurance and courage but what in this whole saga
of bravery, suffering and rescue strikes as won-
drously unique and expansive is the echo of Dio-
genesian philosophy: how much we can do without
or how little we can do with! Most if not all of us
are unduly finicky about our daily intake. A sense
of inadequacy seems to run through our con-
sciousness making huge impact on the socio-eco-
nomic reality around us. We forget the immense
potential of endurance man is endowed with and
drown us under the deadweight of our own fear of
inadequacy. It is only in these tales of man's sur-
vival in extreme conditions that we get to know
what we can do without and what some of us are ac-
tually doing without.

Diarrhoea Holds

Diarrhoea, a routine health scourge in the
summer has held on rather too long this year for
the comfort of complacent , smug mind. Usually it
breaks out towards the end of April and dies down
by June. Heat and humidity of unhealthy propor-
tions, lack of safe potable water and few other typi-
cal Third World syndromes are responsible for this
enervating, if not fatal, gastrointestinal complica-
tion.

City’'s hospitals including ICDDRB, the lone spe-
cialised medical facility for this purpose are all
awash with diarrhoea-stricken patients. The rush
has been so much so that ICDDRB authorities could
not accommodate the patients inside the rooms
and as one national daily reported yesterday ar-
ranged treatment for the less fortunate patients in
tents pitched outside the four walls of the hospital.
Although its a seasonal health hazard that
would taper off in due course of time we feel its pro-
longed tyranny this year demands that the author-
ities take one or two things related to its outbreak
and spread with little more seriousness than they
are wont to do. Diarrhoea is an out out and water-
borne disease. And the quality of water supplied in
the city is not beyond suspicion. There have been
frequent reports on the presence of hazardous ele-
ments in the Wasa water. Health problems having
‘to do with water have only risen in intensity. In-
deed we have received complaints from authentic
sources that purification process of Dhaka Wasa is
suspect. One reason has been attributed to the
marginalised role of relevant experts, say micro-
biologists. Sanitation engineers with little knowl-
edge of deleterious organisms in water call the
shots in the process. We feel this is an ominous
sign for a growing city like Dhaka. Authorities
should remember that with the rise in population
health hazards will also increase. And if a vital
utility sector like water supply fails to ensure safe

potable water just because of organisational ineffi-

ciency then we had it.
SRS SR,

the SOEs it sounds like a rhetoric admission of

NE, two, three, four, five,
Oix ... ten, twenty, thirty,

forty. No, 1 can see no
more, the boy on the roadside
spoke in exasperation for his
fajlure to count any more due to
the unending sight of the
assembling caravan of cars,
buses and trucks that were
moving at a snail's ]:'am: on the
Dhaka-Chittagong highway in
the morning of 9th June. The
scene represented the initial
stage of the Long March organ-
ised by the seven party opposi-
tion led by the Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party.

The declared objective of the
Long March was to register a
very strong protest against the
Chittago ill Tracts Treaty
signed on the 2nd December on
account of many unacceptable
provisions contained therein
and to demonstrate support for
their demand to cancel the
Treaty provisions and its en-
abling legislation. Another
purpose was to generate greater
awareness of the common peo-
ple about the objectionable
character of the Treaty and to
muster larger support for the
COMINON cause. |

The assembled transport
and the mammoth participa-
tion numbered, according to
BNP workers, about 2,000 ve-
hicles and 200,000 people. The

overnment's estimates consti-
uted,half of these numbers. But
the overwhelming support and
participation received from
many different parts of the
country, specially from the
distant north and the west,
joining the march at different
parts of the route, added to its
strength. The hundreds of thou-
sand of people lining up the
long route and the spontaneous
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T ——

How Did the Long March Go?
BNP's Hope and Happiness

As to what would follow on the political arena of the BNP, one could speculate that the BNP would not only
bask in the glory attained by the Long March but will strive to accelerate the tempo of anti-government
on the other significant national issues

movement by way uf_ﬁ)mentingfeilhgs

offer of lood and drinks many
of whom made caused immense
satisfaction to the participants
and helped them relieve man

of their woes on the long trail.
The episode resembled a great
occaslion of festivities, despite
usual as well as unanticipated
travails on the way.

The BNP leaders had time
and again reiterated the policy
that the Long March would be a
peaceful march and suggested to
the government not to put up
any obstructions on the way.
Fortunately and commendably,
the Prime Minister also made a
public declaration that no ob-
struction would be put up
against the Long March. Peace
loving people heaved a sigh of
reliel. But, lo and behold. the
opposition caravan met the
first and formidable obstruc-
tion near the Kanchpur bridge,
less than an hour after its
commencement [rom Dhaka
city. Dozens of trucks and buses
were lound parked, astride, out
of order, many of which having
had holes in ti'l:ir tyres or lyres
removed. These vehicles
blocked the road and the mode
of their deployment left no one
with any doubt it was done on
purpose, The police and local
administration did not come
forward to respond to the re-
quest for lifting the barricade.

It lranspir:ﬁ that on the pre-
vious night a group of hooligans

went on rampage near the
bridge and started immobilis-
ing a number of buses and
trucks, ostensibly to put up a
barricade. They forced many
drivers abandon their vehicles
and riddled them with bullet
holes. In the process, they also

looted many of the passengers

and went to the extent of ab-
ducting some ol the female pas-

> 1 Currents and

ous wait, endurance of many a
stalwart found itself to be on
the wane. They started whisper-
ing, in the face of non-coopera-
tion of the government envisag-
ing a possible longer wait, if it
would be advisable to go back to
Dhaka. But the BNP leader re-
mained solid in her determina-
tion to go ahead with the
march. "Be it 7 hours or 7 davs,

Crosscurrents

by M M Rezaul Karim

EIEI'I_LI',I'I‘H. 'I'lll:l:E were also attacks
on the marchers, causing inju

to some. All these happncﬁledl E}Y
ler the BNP Secretary General
had earlier requested in writing
the Home Minister, Home Sec-
retary, Inspector General of Po-
lice, concerned Superintendent
of Police and other officers to
remain specially vigilant on
the route of the Long March and
to guard against any attempt to
breach the law and order situa-

tion as well as to help marchers
to proceed peacefully.

Hours elapsed. The wait at
the bridge was a long one. After
several hours of hot and tortur-

we would wait here indefinitely
till we are allowed to proceed,”
she declared. This firm decla-
ration was the last straw on
camel's back, as the govern-
ment became deeply but right-
fully concerned at the prospect
of indefinitely blocking the ar-
terial national highway, con-
sequently laying a practical
seize on the national capital.
The orders came from Dhaka,
reportedly from the Prime Min-
ister herself, and the barricade
was lifted within an hour.

This unfortunate episode re-
veals certain important postu-
lates. It projects once again Lhe

provocation.

firtn and uncompromising de-
ternmnation of the, BNP leader
to procred on the road to
achieve her desired objectives
in the teeth of heavy odds. And
secondly, she displayed pru-
dence to k her words that the
march would be peaceful by re-
straining the frayed patience of
BNP leaders and workers to
stay calm and not to retaliate in
response to serious and repeated

The Awami ue, on the
other hand, lost its credibility
further this time. No one would
believe that Prime Minister
could not lift the barricade ear-
lier, if she wanted. On the con-
trary, it would be natural to as-
sume that the obstruction had
been created at the instance of
the Awami League high com-
mand, thereby causing a volte-
face between the words and
deeds of the Prime Minister
herself. A%ajn. it would be
ridiculous to accept an Awami
League suggestion that the
blockade had been created by
the BNP itself in order to spite
and discredit the Awami

%':e Long March went on, as
stipulated, in spite of the un-
scheduled and unprecedented
wait and sporadic violence
from interested quarters in
which lay two of the former
BNP ministers among the in-
jured. A special departure [rom

the original plan was the prac-
tical inability of the marchers
to spend the night in Chittagong
due to loss of time on the way.
But the Long March kept its
schedule and after holding the
stipulated meeting in Kha-
grachhari in CHT on the next
day on the 10th it was dis-
banded. The meeting was well
attended, in spite of nefarious
tactics adopted by the adminis-
tration to dissuade people from
joining, by way of turning back
their transport and by provid-
ing them enticement with the
promise to grant them ration
cards.

The Long March accom-
plished not only the limited
objective it set before itself. It
achieved more. By way of
putting up futile obstruction on
the way, contrary to what they
had pronounced, the ruling
party lost much trust amon
more people the party woul
realise. That would be an indi-
rect or negative gain for the op-
position. If the government

arty wishes to absolve itself
E‘um their alleged complicity, it
vﬂmuld be ap rup{;ia?:l to set a
igh power udicial enqui
ah%lll.;tt the incfdents ru:izuIEI tlll-g
Kanchpur bridge both on the
9th and on the previous night.
Otherwise, people's doubt would
be deep rooted more firmly. As
to what would follow on the po-
litical arena of the BNP, one
could speculate that the BNP
would not only bask in the
lory attained by the Long
arch but will strive to accel-
erate the tempo of anti-gov-
ernment movement by way of
fomenting feelings on the other
significant national issues on
which the BNP claims that the

government has failed.

Hunger Strike and Long March Against Peace??

by Dr Mozammel H Khan

historical evolution of

hunger strike or long march.
But both are symbol of recalci-
trance — although their inner
purports are diametrically
contradictory. In our subconti-
nent, possibly, the hunger
strike was initiated by Ma-
hatma Gandhi in his much-
famed non-violence movement.
He has successfully used it on
many occasions to create mass
opinion and awakening to fight
against the evils of injustice,
subjugation and communal fa-
naticism. Even the fateful day
he met martyrdom in the hand
of a communal lunatic, he was
on hunlgcr strike as the pmlaﬁ:
onist of peace against the back-
drop of communal discord and
violence which was the order of
the day. In the great religion of
Islam, fasting symbolizes
peace. harmony and self-con-
trol and it reflects an essence of
tolerance and self-sacrifice.
Why this great 1 of peace.
and harmony was exploited by
the Leader of the Opposition in
Bangladesh Parliament to de-
sist the existence of peace and
reinitiate the decades long war
is a bewildering phenomenon
indeed,

I have no knowledge of any
instance in history where one
has ever individually or collec-
tively participated in hunger
strike to annul an agreement of

eace. Sitting on rubbles ol the
Earmwing experience of two
decades of bloody conflict be-
tween the citizens of the same
country, the peace accord has
been signed on the 2nd of De-
cember 1997. Since the day, not
a single life has departed to
eternity as a result of the con-
flict. The red-green flag of
Bangladesh, the symbol of our
sovereignty. is now proudly
hoisted in every nook and cor-
ner of that region. For the first
time in the last 20 years, de-
voted men of our armed forces
are enjoying a respite. Huge sum
of money which so far was be-
ing drained every day from the
national exchequer is now be-
ing spent not in skirmishes
that took human lives but to-
wards alleviation of human
suffering.

The leader of the opposition
observed hunger strike to dis-
rupt the existing environment
of J)'E'HI:‘E and harmony. It is
needless to elaborate that the

Iam in total ignorance of the

abrogation ol peace treatv will
immediately spark the resuimnp-
tion of hostility. But why the
lcader of the opposition wants
1o restart it? [ will try to ana-
lyze these mind boggling ques-
tions later.

Historically, Mao Tse-Tung
was credited with the initiation
of Long March. He conducted
the five thousand-mile long
march with his foot soldiers to
capture the last stronghold of
Chiang Kaishek. Mao Tse lung
achieved success hhlhal Listor-

wal mssion. In Bangladest
long warc i was first organized
by Moulana Bhasani — the so
called 'Farakka Long March', |

did not know if he wanted to
capture the Farakka Dam.
However, that was not possible
either. If he organized his long
march to create people's awak-
ening about Farakka problem,
that was redundant. Since
Farakka was the most vital
problem for the people of the
country, the awakening was al-
ready there. Bul solution was
dependent more on the goodwill
of a neighbouring country
rather than their own desire
and expectation. Proficient
diplomacy, not long march, was
required to create the goodwill
ol the government and the peo-
ple of that neighbouring coun-
try for the resolution of that
problem which was to both the
parties, to some extent, mutu-
ally exclusive in nature.

His much publicized long
march did not pave even a lone
stone towards solving that
problem, rather an anti- India
sentiment was created in the
country and the cruelest casu-
alty of that was the life-long
progressive and non-communal
politics of the Moulana, who
was so revered for his dedica-
tion for the oppressed and the
down-trodden.

The greatest beneficiaries of
his long march. unfortunately,
were the defeated anti-libera-
tion, anti-people and reac-
tionary forces. The leader who
once erected 'Gandhi Gate’, 'Ne-
heru Gate' during his famous
Kagmari conference, had taken
a few critical decision at the fag
end of his life, perhaps
prompted by ill-advice of a [ew
of his political colleagues with
vested interests. Those deci-
sions proved *.z.irn?l:-,r detrimen-
tal to the cause of the progres-
sive and non-communal poli-

tics of the country. The most
obvious result was the absolute
nonexistence of the Moulana's
own political party. which once
was one of tEe largest in the
country. Such selfish col-
leagues of the Moulana are now
disgracefully located in differ-
ent reactionary parties ol the
country. The leader who him-
self was accused more than once
as "Indian Agent”. created an
India phobia through his long
march that ironically con-
tributed to the demise of his
life-long political conviction.
And now came the long
march of the leader of the op-
position. The objective of her
long march was not very trans-
parent. If she wanted to occupy
CHT., following the foot steps of
Mao Tse-tung. to bring the re-

- gion: unger the sovereignty of

Bangladesh, thal step was no
longer required as the area is
alreadv remmains an inseparable
part ol the country. One does
not neced lo occupy a part ol
his Lher own country. Belore e
signing of the peace treaty on
December 2, 1997. the rciion
was not in full control ol the
Government of Bangladesh. 1 do
not know if the leader of the op-
sition as Prime Minister was
ever able to visit that area

However. in 1994, when our

armed forces were in the mosi
formidable position to crush
the rebellion, it would have
been more appropriate for the
then PM to organize the long
march, in order to bring the re-
sion under full control of

angladesh authority. In that
event, she could have been
showered with the bravo of all
our citizens and well wishers
alike. Instead, as alleged by the
present PM, she directed the
armed forces to stop the whole
operation. She owes an expla-
nation to the nation as regard
the invisible forces that influ-
enced her to make that deci-
sion.

CHT is now under the full le-
gal and administrative control
of the Bangladesh Government.
As a political leader of the
country, it is her democratic
right to organize any congrega-
lion any where in the country.
However. one does not have to
go there through long march;
congenial environment has
been created as a result of the

peace treaty whereby any citi-
zen can go there just like any
other location in the country.
As shie was able to go therewith
scoures of her followers without
any resistance from the 'rebels’
bore enough testimony to the
sensible assertion that the re-
gion is under full and absolute
administrative control of
Bangladesh. If the region would
have been under the control of
Indian authority after signing
of the peace treaty, as repeat-
edly alleged by her, she and her
big entourage would have been
stopped as soon she crossed
Fein.

The main concern of the
leader of the opposition is that
the peace treaty runs contrary
to our constitution. The gov-
ernmerit, on the other hand. is
assuring that the treaty is in to-

tal compliance with the cohsti-

tution. Common

ple like us
do not underst

the comp

cal interpretation is nd our
reach. Only the highest court of
the land has been endowed with
the authority to interpret and
act as an adjudicator of the
constitution and this court is,
presently, not pro-administra-
tion by any account. A bulk per-
centage of our citizens is op-
posed to any kind of agitation
against this treaty. Their views
have been reflected in a recently
conducted poll in Dhaka city.
The result of the poll indicated
that 82 per cent of the people are
opposci to any kind of hartal,
hunger strike or long march

agiunst the treaty. If the leader
of the opposition liad an iota of
respcct for the peaple's judge-

ment and the highest court of
the land, she would take her
case Lo the court, leaving aside
theé ridiculous hunger strike
and tiring long march. The
court would give the verdict.
The leader of the opposition
has a lot of concern about the
power of the Regional Council.
It is an undeniable fact that
power of this council is much
more than any other local body
of the land. But one has to take
the fact into consideration that
CHT is a special area within
Bangladesh. Its inhabitants.
their culture, herlta%e, language
and the whole social system are
radically different from the
people ol the rest of the country.

that area  wil]

lex-
ity of the constitution; its criti--

Following the age-old tradition,
the system of 'king' and 'subject’
to an extent is still prevalent in
the region. Historically, from
ancient time, the ownership of
this land was vested on the
tribal people. The biggest ap-
prehension of the leader of the
opposition lies in her ceaseless
accusation that the Regional
Council might demand and de-
clare independence in course of
time. If the conjecture of the
leader of the opposition be-
comes true, the Bangladesh
Government will be able to ex-
ercise all moral and legal rights
to abolish the Regional Council
and resort to appropriate mili-
tary measure to quell any re-
bellion.

Regional Council is not
vested with any power to form
any military or paramilitary
forces. Our armed forces in the
three cantonment situated in
have enough

ower to punish the unarmed
separatist for abrogating the
peace treaty. In addition, no
provisions of the treaty will be
able to restrict our armed forces
from conducting any operation
in that region as necessitated
by the situation and as desired
by the Government, just like in
any other region of the country.
Needles to say that the interna-
tional border of that region will
be, as usual, manned your BDR
and the armed forces. More-
over, by abrogating the inter-
nationally-acclaimed peac
treaty, if the regional counci
(whose one-third members
would be Bengalees) takes the
sell-inflicting decision, they
will be totally deprived of an
external assistance in their ad-
venture. It will be too naive to
assume that the tribal leader-
ship are nwt aware of this fate-
ful eventuality.

On the basis of these analy-
ses, one does not have to be a
Bertrand Russell to compre-
hend how unfounded the con-
jecture of the leader of the oppo-
sition is, on the one hand, the
leader of the opposition is air-
ing her continuous apprehen-
sion of secession as an apostle
ol our sovereignty. while her
provocation is also tlicre to the
trihal people that they have
been deceived hy the treaty. In
the realm of her diabolical ug-

sition to the peace Lreaty, she

1as perhaps failed to realize
that these two assertions are

very much contradictory. The
tribal groups who are opposed
to the treaty have complained
that the treaty even does not
recognize the autonomy — the
independence is a far cry.

Let us now focus our atten-
tion to the reasons behind the
leader of the opposition's des-
perate antagonism about the
peace treaty. Firstly, the treaty
is a milestone of success for the
present Awami League Govern-
ment, which may not be a de-
lightful news for the main op-
position. BNP did not at all
wish such a treaty is signed dur-
ing the present regime and to
that end. two of its MPs did not
participate in the CHT parlia-
mentary committee. On the
other hand, two AL MPs partic-
ipated in that committee during

NFP’s tenure even after tender-
ing their resignation from,the
Parliament. Secondly, the
treaty, will have a. positive im-
pact on .the economic develop-
ment of Bangladesh. Buf that
during the rule of AL? Thirdly,
after the resolution of C
problem, BNP leader would lose
a strong element of her desper-
ate anti-India campaign as she
always attributed CHT problem
as a product of the evil design of
India. Fourthly, a number of
opinion polls showed that the
treaty carried the support of the
bulk percentage of our popula-
tion. It also includes the feel-
ings of the members of our
armed forces who fought for
years an unwinning war of at-
trition. It is quite natural that
they feel relieved. Lastly,
through this treaty, desh
has presented herself to the in-
ternational community as a na-
tion with the identity of suste-
nance of human rights able to
manifest her affirmation as a
civilized and democratic soci-
ety. But that too during the rule
of AL? This naturally may not
generate any pleasure in the
minds of those who unfortu-
nately placed themselves in the
wrong side of our glorious his-
tory. Hunger strike and long
march against peace, again
unfortunately, reflect influence
ol those elements in the
organisation.

The author is a Professor of
the School of Engineering and
the Manager of Sheridan Qual-
ity [nstitute, Oakville, Ontario,
Canada.

Social prevention
1 violation
Sir, We should take some ef-

fective measures to prevent bru-
tal viglations. And they are:

Religious practice: 1 believe
firmly that only religious prac-
tices can ensure the banish-
ment of mental perversion like
'sadism’. In all the religions,
punishment is proclaimed
against adultery and sex-re-
lated crimes. Only holy scrip-
tures will make them realise
that this act is a 'great sin'.

Banishment: Those animals
are to be expelled from the soci-
ety and we should avoid them
scornfully in all social gather-
ings. This may arise in them

the sense of penitence and re-

duce sadistic tendency.

Punishment: Capital pun-
ishment should be announced
and fructified without givin
the scope of getting bail through
vigorous application of the law.
The government must be just
and impartial to detect and
punish the real rapists. Such
steps will purge the perverts
from doing 'sadism’ as every-
body fears death.

ucation: All the female
members of a family have to be
imparted proper education. An
educated woman knows how to
save herself from undesirable
nuisance., She would be con-
scious of all kinds of trapping
temptations.
se of Decency: It cannot
be denled that dress of women

gguvnke& men's sexual desire,
women should be decent in
dress and manner. Stimulative
clothings must be avoided. It
should be borne in mind that
only 'get up' does not make one
agreeable. Try to be rich in 's-
tature’ in place of 'display’.
Arun Kumar Biswas

Dhaka

Rape and
punishment

Sir, Sexual intercourse
without consent, in other word
rape. is becoming a common
norm in Bangladesh. What is
the cause of this? Some of us
will say the law does not give
severe punishment to the
rapist. Some of us will say that
our education system does not
encourage us to honour others.
Some of us will blame it on
TV/Cinema. Actually all of the
above are correct. Its the com-
bination of all three. But what
can be the solution for this kind
barbaric act? A simple answer
could be — tougher law for
rapist. But is that enough to
stop rape? The simple answer
would be, No.

It might reduce the rape
count, but would not stop it al-
together. Another answer could
be tougher law and education.
Well, 70 per cent of our popula-
tion are illiterate and among
them 65 _H;:r cent of male are il-
literate. Then how can we stop
rape and who are doing the
crime? If we look at the offend-

ers, in most cascs, the offenders
are at their 20s. In some cases
the offenders #re older than
that.

This young generation is not
inlfluenced by Hollywood and
Boll . The cultural attack
[romm both these groups and
cultural restriction imposed on
them by Bangladeshi culture
and the war between the two is
one of the foremost causes of
this problem. Some of this gen-
eration will ask for more free-
dom from this cultural restric-
tion. But not knowing the true
picture of the West and influ-
enced by Hollywood and Bolly-
wood, this generation does not
know what they really want
and where they are heading. If
they look at the West, they
woild see that just in the USA
rape cases everyday exceed the
combined number in the planet.

First of all, let's start with
law. This will be easy to imple-
ment. Let's give capital pun-
ishment to anyone who com-
mits rape. Second let's put re-
striction on Hollywood and
Bollywood movies. We need lo
create a board to analyze all the
movies from Hollywood and
Bollywood before they hit the
market. Anyone with illegal
movies should be given severe
punishment, in some cases,
capital punishment. Let's stop
all production and distribution
of adult novels and fictions. |
am mainly concerned aboul the
cheap books. Let's also stop all
X-rated film Iin Bangladesh.
Third we need to impart sex ed-

tcation. All the TV chuiinis
should sensor violent scenes
especially of rapes.

Only these can reduce if not
eliminate rape from
Bangladesh.

Imran Chowdhury
New Brunswick
New Jersey, USA

Shohag — a wretched
kid?

Sir, There has been an age-
long convention of the conflict
between oppressed and oppres-
sor that sometimes takes an
inhuman form. Recently an un-
fortunate boy of 10, Shohag,
was persecuted severely that
arises a question: is the world
going back to Middle® Ages
again?

I can't even imagine how a
motherly heart can be turned so
callous to maternal appeal. |
ani quite astounded as well as
pessiinistic about humane
qualities among us.

| would like to say that these
inhumans should be given ex-
emplary punishment.

A K Biswas
Jagannath Hall, DU

The one-billion

market

Sir, The UNSC is in a fix on
the imposition of stiff sanc-
tions on India and Pakistan,
the new non-members of the
elite ¢lub. The hesitancy is ob-
vious: the adverse ellects on the

nuirket of one billion develop-
ing humans (the needs of the
develo are much less).

The signals are already com-
ing in: the students of an uni-
versity in India have 'banned’
the sale of two mighty Ameri-
can cold drinks. When Ma-
hathir twisted the lion's tail the
'80s with the terse slogan "Don't
buy British", the lioness came
down to KL.

It remains to be seen how [ar
the renaissance of old Asia
could be contained by the set-
ting sun in the West. Nuclear de-
terrents won't stand in the way
of the inevitable cycles of Na-
ture. God is kind, and does not
discriminate. Africa for the
22nd century. What's wrong
with this type of recycling?

A Zabr
Dhaka

Involving foreigners
in internal affairs
Sir, Non-interference in in-

lernal affairs is an accepted
principle of international rela-
tions. Sovereign countries, re-
gardless of their size of politi-
cal, economic and military
strength, are expected to adhere
to this principle in conducting
inter-state relations.

In keeping with this princi-
ple, Bangladesh has never in-
terfered in other countries' do-
mestic matters. Unfortunately,
however, our leaders them-
selves have at times invited
foreign dignitaries to get in-

volved in Bangladesh's internal
allairs.

In a not too distant past. the
Awami League and the BNP,
having failed to resolve their
dillerences over the issue of
holding general elections ahead
of the schedule, had approached
the Commonwealth Secretary-
General's good office. The result
was the mediation efforts of his
Special Representative Sir
Ninian which did not produce
any tangible outcome.

The government resorted to
the same practice few days ago.
Foreign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad briefed Dhaka-based for-
eign envoys on the governmen-
t's position concerning the op-
position BNP-led 'long march'.

It is an irrefutable fact that
the Chittagong Hill Tracts
Peace Accord, which prompted
the opposition to stage the 'lo
march’, is very much interna
affair of Bangladesh. What was
the rationale behind involving
foreigners in it? What purpose
did it serve? Did it enhance our
country's image at home or
ahrnncﬁ _

I appeal to our leaders, be-
longing to both the ruling and
the o ition parties, to aban-
don this shameful practice and
to conduct themseives in a re-
sponsible and dignified man-
ner.

Abu-bin-Adam

House No. 14/A

Road No. 5. Sector-4

Uttara Model Town, Dhaka



