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A tale of
two fans

FRANCE, June 16 (AFP/ In-
ternet): Two Yugoslav support-
ers had the last word at the
press conference given by Yu-

oslavia June 15 at the "La
harpiniére" hotel in Saint-
Galmier, close to Saint-Etiene.

Milorad Majkic (51), uni-
versity sports teacher and one
of his students, Zoran Blesic
(29), cycled from Futog a small
Yugoslav village of 3 souls,
to congratulate the team and
the coach on their win against
Iran on June 14.

These two cyclists trained
for nearly three months and
spent their savings of about 5
000 German Marks (close to 17
500 francs) in order to take on
the 2058 kilometres separating
Yugoslavia from France with-
oul any worries.

Only one sad moment in the
10-day trip. professor Majkic
fell and hurt himself at Cannes
and had to finish by train. leav-
ing his student friend to finish
the last few kilometres to
Saint-Etienne alone,

They reached the capital of
the Forez on Saturday June 13
and were able to watch the Yu-

oslavia-Iran match at the
tade Geoffroy-Guichard on
Sunday June 14.

Milorad and Zoran, very
roud of their adventure and de-
ighted to hand over a very long

list of Yugoslavs supporting the
team for the World Cup, will
now go on to Paris for a few
days before returning to Yu-
goslavia, but this time%.)}r train.

Scifo, or
no Scifo

MONTHIEUX, France, Jun
16: Belgium showed their drea-
riest side against the Dutch and
were rewarded with an opening
draw. For a badly needed vic-
tory against Mexico Saturday,
the Devils will have to show
any flair they still possess, re-
ports AP.

"We will have to prove we can
do it another way too.” Belgian
coach Georges Leekens said
Monday.

Mexico lead Group E after
their opening 3-1 victory over
South Korea with Belgium and
the Netherlands two behind fol-
lowing their goalless draw.

ainst their Dutch rivals,
the Red Devils never showed
any intention to press forward
and only seemed determined to
keep. the Netherlands from
scoring. It worked.

"That was then. Now comes
the really important test,” said
Leekens, figuring the Mexicans
will be happy with a draw.

Belgium's biggest injury
worry, Gordan Vidovic, was to
resume training late Monday
but midfield master Marc
Wilmots was sidelined with a

ainful thigh injury. He should
Ee recovered berueada}r.

To provide the offensive
thrust against the Mexicans,
many want to see veteran
E}a}rmaker Enzo Scifo play in

s fourth successive World Cup
campaign in Burd*ux Satur-
day.

Belgium dearly lacked imag-
ination and Scifo has proved in
the past that, if any Red Devil
can provide a sparkle, he can.
However, he is coming off a
lacklustre season and at 32, his
vaunted creativity has been in
decline.

So, even Scifo is not insist-
ing he should be fielded by
‘coach Leekens, with whom he
has quarrelled long during the
spring.

"If I were the coach, | would
start out with the same team.”
he said.

Balloon threat!

ALGIERS, June 16: Algerian
villagers watching World Cu
balloons float down after a 48-
hour flight from Paris thought
they marked a new bombing
tactic by Islamic militants, a
newspaper said Monday, re-
ports AFP.

Liberte said the misunder-
standing took place in the
small village nlp Sidi Djillali
Benamar, near the town of
Tiaret.

At first, some in the village
panicked when they saw the
multi-coloured balloons,
thinking they marked a new
kind of attack by Islamic mili-
tant bombers, Liberte said.

They relaxed when it became
clear they were just some of the
balloons released last Wednes-
day at the World Cup opening
ceremony in Paris., the paper
said.

At last we got that muchout
of the World Cup," the paper
said in an editorial.

Algeria is not taking part in

the soccer tournament in
France,

VVCIIR L

DHAKA
1> CUJ”

during the encounter against USA at Paris on June 15.

Che Raily

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17, 1998
i e

RETURN OF THE BLOND BOMBER: German captain Juergen Klinsmann spreads his right foot to receive the ball

—AFP photo

(ermans: Typically efficient

PARIS, June 16: Captain
Juergen Klinsmann made one
goal and scored another as Eu-
ropean champions Germany
started their World Cup cam-
paign with a workmanlike 2-0
victory over the United States
on Monday, reports Reuters.

After a difficult season dur-
ing which he has struggled with
injury and indifferent form,
l?_‘inlpuun looked —sharp
throughout the game. In the
ninth minutes he neatly fed
midfielder Andy Moeller who
headed the ball home.

The former Tottenham Hot-
spur striker, whose goalscoring
held together the German's dis-

y apgninting campaign at the
19

4 finals, then shoed compo-

Close encounter of a

sure to knock in his ninth
World Cup goal in the 66th
minute.

Klinsmann's place in the
German team was in doubt in
the months before the World
Cup. But the 33-year-old cast
aside criticism of his form by
engineering an important three
points for the three-times
champions ahead of a tough

‘clash with the strong Yum

in Group F.

It was a long way from being
a polished performance by the
Germans, but Klinsmann said
afterwards that the three points
were all that mattered to the
team after disappointing World
Cup starts in the ;

"We did not play as fluently

Cameroon

MONTPELLIER, France,
June 16 (AFP): Roberto Baggio
and Alessandro Del Piero face a
crash course in lion-taming
here on Wednesday night when
Italy wventure out against
Cameroon.

With one point earned from
their 2-2 draw against Chile,
Italy know that a win over
Africa's "indomitable lions"
should see them into the second
round: their last game begin
against Group B's weakest team,
Austria. |

Italy, as finalists of USA 94,
will start out as favourites, But
coach Cesare Maldini has
problems to solve in all three
departments if his men are to
bring Cameroon to heel.

First, the 66-year-old has to
tighten up a defence with his
skillful and well-organised but
prone to the odd blackout. The
mistakes and stack marking
which allowed Marcelo Salas to
score twice in Bordeaux cannot
be re .

e midfield meanwhile has
to provide a lot more punch,

and a lot more support to the
men up front, who E.Pe?'e Loo ol-

ten left isolated st Chile.

Heads are certain to roll in
Montpellier, with Maldini's
Guillotine falling on Chelsea's
Roberto Di Matteo, to be re-
Elaced by the more aggressive

uigi Di Biagio, and on Angelo
Di Livio, who would make way
for the more creative dribbling
of Inter Milan right winger
Francesco Morlero.

However, the Dbiggest
headache is what to do about
the attack, and which in-
evitably becomes tangled up
with his midfield selection.

Fifty million Italians want
to see Baggio and Del Piero play
together with target-man Chris-
tian Vieri in a three-man at-
tack. Butl the one Italian who

takes the decision is not sure.

Maldini has been experi-
menting in training with a 4-3-
3 formation, where there is no
room for Moriero, and the re-
sults have been encouraging.
However he may well decide it is
just too risky to leave only
three men to fight the battle for
midfield.

Udinese finished third in the
Serie a with a three-man attack
but it took coach Alberto Zac-
cheroni two years to get it right.
Maldini has been working on
the problems since Sunday.

And the only precedent,
when he was under even more

ressure to win, saw the com-

ined efforts of Gianfranco
Zola, Vieri and Filippo Inzaghi
make no impression on Eng-
land in their final qualifier in
Rome.

And while it's true that Bag-
Flu and Del Piero were together
rom 1993-95 at Juventus, they
only started a league match to-

ether six times in two years.
ostly, it was one or the other,
with Del Piero as Baggio's un-

derstudy.
F;d{Vud nesday's

S is on 0 play-
ing I}’IE rst hour an mrlf b':-

ing substituted for Del Piero
who admitted that he probably
wouldn't last 90 minutes any-
way.

Whatever the formation, the
one certainty is that Cameroon
will not go down without falling
a few claws at Maldini's men.

The indomitable lions' held

out for a 1-1 draw in the grou
hase when Italy won the ﬁgr d
up in 1988, and the
ened the life out of England be-
fore succumhlnf 3-2 in the
quarter-finals of Italia 90.

Now they are back for an-
other World Cup adventure with
a team which is almost entirely
based on players from Euro-

game, the

fright-

' stead the

as we wanted to but it was a good
start.” he said.

"We hope to get better now,
what mattered were the three
points because we were uncer-
tain of our form after four
weeks of preparation.”

Coach Berti Vogts added: "We
started well but we did not kee
our discipline. We need to fin
our rhythm. You saw how im-

rtant set pieces are with

oeller's goal.

Moeller took his chance su-
perbly after an Olaf Thon cor-
ner from the left was headed
back across the goal by Klins-
mann and the midfielder guided
the ball inside the left-hand
post with his head.

It was clearly a special set-

§ |

gean clubs, with gifted striker
alrick Mboma about to leave
Japan for Serie A club Cagliari.

Their new coach., French-
man Claudie le Roy, summed up
the mood in the lions' den, say-
ing: "l respect Italy, but I don't
fear them.”

The fear is more with Italy,
who are dangerous in the sud-
den death matches of the later
rounds, but much less so at the

up s ;
mﬂ? lﬁ 94, they finished
third in their group and were
the worst of the four lucky
losers who made it to the second
round.

At Euro 96, th

et that far bein ocked out
eventual finalists Germany
and the Czech Republic.

And on the road to France
98, Italy beat England at Wemb-
ley and didn't lose a single
but still failed to qualify for an
automatic Elac:. suffering in-

umiliation of the

didn't even

plﬂ&uﬂa.
: if they are to end that run
afnl.n;t Cameroon, B and

s fellow showmen will clearly
have to crack the whip on
Wednesday night.

PROBABLE TEAMS

ITALY: 12-Gianluca Pagli-
uca, 5-Alessandro Costacurta,
3-Paolo Maldini, 6-Alessandro
Nesta, 4-Fabio Cannavaro, 15-

lo di Livio, 9-Demetrio Al-
bertini, 16-Roberto di Matteo,
11-Dino Baggio, 21-Christian
Vieri, 18-Roberto Baggio or 10-
Alessandro Del Piero.

CAMEROON: 1-Jacques
Songo'o, 4-Rigobert Song, 5-
Raymond Kalla, 6-Pierre
Njanka, 3-Pierre Wome, 20-Sa-
lomon Olembe or 8-Didier An-

beaud, 10-Patrick Mboma, 14-

ugustine Simo, 15-Joseph
Ndo, 18-Samuel Ipoua, 7-Fran-
cois Omam-Biyik.

iece move which the Germans

ad worked on since Thomas
Haessler usually takes most of
the corners and Thon came
across for the clear tactic.

Although for much of the
match the Germans struggled to
play fluid football, Klinsmann
took his goal in typically clini-
cal style.

Strike partner Oliver Bies-
holf floated over a cross [rom
the right and the former Tot-
tenham striker controlled the
ball with his chest and knocked
it into the right-hand corner.

“It was a clinical finish from
Klinsmann,” US coach Steve
Sampson said. "You don’t give
him that much time and room
because nine times out of 10 he
is going to put it away.”

g’?‘hcguspﬁnuckedynut in the
second round of the 1994 finals
on home soil, rarely threatened
a from a brief period at the
start ol the second half when
they played some neat football.

ey had just one shot on
goal before the interval when
midfielder Chad Deering made
a speculative effort from 30
metres out on the half hour, but
German 'keeper Andy Koepke
held the shot easily.

One of the Americans' best
chances came eight minutes
into the second half when a
close-range diving header form
substitute Frankie Hejduk
forced Koepke to make a superb
save low to his right.

’l think we have to pay re-
spect to the Germans but I think
we earned respect from them for
the way we played in the second
half," arﬁsﬂn said,

. " L
Euphoric Blair

CARDIFF, Wales, June 16
(AP): British Prime Minister
Tnn¥ Blair hailed England's 2-0
World Cup victory over Tunisia,
saying the players had shown
the world the true face of Eng-
land.”

Blair, who had earlier con-
demned the rioting in Marseille
gy England fans as a "complete

isglracc.' said he was "abso-
lutely delighted” with England's
rvrlndéncthc first

o up campaign.

“This is the l'm:gl of England
ﬂznple want to show the world,"

e said. "The country will be
right behind them. [ just wish I
had been able to watch the
game."

The Prime Minister was kept
up-to-date with the match every
15 minutes during the European
Union summit.

- "We had a very good discus-
sion at our lunch — but every so
often we would get little mes-
sages in saying how the England
teame was doing," Blair said
after the game.

“This is a fantastic result
and I am absolutely delighted.
The whole country wi 1 be
thrilled at the result,” he added.

"It is important that they
went in there playing really
well and they got a great result.

game ol their

Bucharest goes
bananas

BUCHAREST, June 16:
Thousands of Romanian soccer
fans celebrated their team's 1-0
World Cup victory over Colom-
bia on Monday by halting traf-
fic with a noisy cavalcade
through the centre of Bucharest,
reports Reuters. )

Up to 10,000 fans converged
on University Square, tradi-
tional site of mass gatherings,
in the Romanian capital, with
mostly young men perched on
car bonnets.

Fans shouted "Hagi" "llie” in
honour of veteran captain Ghe-
orghe Hagi and Adrian llie, who
scored the spectacular winning
ﬁna] in the dying seconds of the

rst half by lobbing the ball
over Colombian keeper Farid
Mondrago.

Some shouted: "England,
your time is coming” — a refer-
ence to Romania's match next
week against England, who beat
Tunisia 2-0 on Monday.

Police tried for a time to
keep traffic moving, but in the
end allowed the good-natured
celebrations to proceed.

Many fans carried national
red, yellow and blue flags with a
hole torn in the centre — sym-
bol of the 1989 anti-communist
revolution which toppled dicta-
tor Nicolae Ceausescu.

Hiddmk
defends
Kluivert

MONACO, June 16 (AP/ In-
ternet): Guus Hiddink has writ-
ten to FIFA "explaining the cir-
cumstances” leading up to
Dutch forward Patrick Kluiv-
ert's sending off Saturday
against Belgium, the Nether-
lands coach said Monday.

Kluivert was ejected from
Saturday's World Cup Group E
match with lowlands rival Bel-
gium with nine minutes re-
maining in the 0-O0 draw after
E]bDWiﬂg Belgian defender
Lorenzo Staelens in the chest.

He was suspended for the
remainder of the first round by
FIFA on Sunday.

Hiddirk did not say when he
faxed his letter to organisers
and added he was not trying to
appeal the sugpension. . . .

"I just wanted ta explain the
circumstances.,” he told re-
PUrtqrs following the Dutch
eam s first training session in
this tiny principality on
France's Cote D'Azure.

Kluivert said he has accepted
his suspension and was concen-
trating on saying sharp for the
second round,

The AC Milan striker claims
Staelens taunted him with per-
sonal insults, but he refused to
elaborate,

Kluivert said Hiddink knows
what Staelens said in the ex-
change that preceded the send-
ing off, but did not know
whether he had included the,
comments in his letter to FIFA.

Hiddink also declined to
provide details of his letter.

CLASH OF THE TITANS: Referee Lim Kee Chong (R) attempts to defuse a tiff between -
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S: Netherlands'

Frank Rijkaard (L) verbally abusing (West) Germany's

Rudi Voeeller during [talia '90.

— Star file photo

Sledging soccer

PARIS, June 16 (AP): When
superior play cannot beat an

opponent, there is always
provocation. And it continues
to pay.

Over the years, even some of
the calmest players have lashed
out after llge flood of racial
slurs. abuse, taunts or spittle
became simply unbearable.

Dutch striker Patrick Kluiv-
ert is serving a two-match sus-
ﬁensign al the World Cup after

e was sent off for thumping his
elbow in the chest of Belgian de-
f[ender Lorenzo Staelens on
Saturday. unable to resist a per-
sonal insult even though a
World Cup game was on the line.

"This was the worst that |
have ever heard,” said Kluivert.

It has driven men to worse
things than a thump in the
chest.

Two years ago. former world
ﬁ]a}rer of the yvear George Weah

eadbutted an opponent after
the Liberian faced two games of
racial slurs during a European
Cup competition. Weah was
served a six game suspension,
his opponent went unpunished
but for a broken nose.

Weah called it "a moment of
craziness through provocation”

It's a scenario that repeats
itself time and again, almost
always victimising the victim
of foul-mouthed provocation.

"It's a scandal" said French
coach Aime Jacquet. siding
with victims like Kluivert. "The

rovocateurs are the winners.”

e said.

He should be so lucky to have
a cool defender like Marcel De-

sailly on his squad. In a vital

European Championship game
two years ago. Ghanaian-born
Desailly was racially taunted
for the whole game by Bulgarian
star Hristo Stoichkov.

Desailly didn’t get mad, did-
n't get even angry. He controlled
himsell and France beat Bul-
garia on its way to a semifinal
place.

"The only point was to
destabilise tﬁe player., and il
Desailly would have reacted, he
would have been sent off.” said
Jacquet. For Stoichkov, it was
little more than a shoulder
shrug — "it is normal," he said.

Unfortunately, he is right. It
still happens in the world's
most prestigious league, Italy's
Serie A.

Veterans like Dutchman
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Aron Winter and Paul Ince have
complained about it and Weah
continues to face it. At a recent
league game though, it wasn't
him but the abusing defender
who cracked, elbowing Weah
and being sent off.

Insults and provocation are

no stranger to the World Cup
too.

At an especially bad-tem-
pered Germany-Netherlands
game at the 1990 World Cup, in-
sults galore flew between Ger-
many's Rudy Voeller and Frank
Rijkaard. culminating with the
Dutchman spiting into Voeller's
hair. Both were thrown out of
the game.

Now Rijkaard is assistant
coach of the Dutch and super-
vises Kluivert.

"You must learn from these
things." he said of Kluivert's re-
action. "The most important
thing is that it doesn't happen
again.” he said.

‘But for Kluivert, much of his
World Cup might be over by the
time he is allowed back in.

Indications from Kluivert
and Staelens are that the of-
fending comments centered on
the Dutchman's privawe prob-
lems.

The controversial AC Milan
striker has- already been con-
victed for killing a driver in a
vehicular homicide and has
had to face accusations of gang
raping a womarn. The later case
never came to court.

"It had noting to do with
racism,” said Staelens, implic-
itly recognising his provoca-
tions.

When Kluivert walked to-
ward him wagging his finger,
Staelens waited and plunged to
the ground writhing in pain af-
ter Kluivert lightly shoved his
chest.

The referee consulted his
linesman and sent Kluivert off.
It gave Belgium a dozen minutes
of breathing room to escape
with a 0-0 draw.

Hearing that Kluivert earned
a tlwo-game suspension on top
of the red card, Staelens said
'I'm sorry that [ fell so theatri-
cally... I'm willing to apologize
for it."

However, Staelens said, the
insults were hardly one-way
traffic Saturday night. "I'm not
going to take all blame for this.
[t came from both sides.”

Colombia's captain Carlos Valderrama (C) and his Romanian counterpart Gheorghe Hagi

! during their meeting at Lyon on June 15

—AFP photo
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