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Revenue expendi
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kept with budget
allocation: Kibria

Finance Minister SAMS
Kibria yesterday defined the
supplementary as a doc-
ument of frugality, reports
UNB. '

Winding up the discussion
on the sup in
the parliament, the Finance
Minister said for the first time
the revenue :xﬁldlturz was

kept within the budget alloca-
tion.
Referring to some of the alle-

gations of the opposition par-
ties and op tion members,
the Finance ster said those

comments were very general as -

nothing was specific.

Thl[;g Finance Minister said
the revenue expenditure allo-
cated in the main budget was Tk
14,544 crore while the supple-

mentary budget was limited

within Tk 14,500 crore.
"This year we had increase
allocation for education, agri-

culture, health and sec-

tors and we reduced ture

of some of the mini et
Earlier, culture Minis-

ter Begum Matia Chowdhury
said she was frustrated listen-
ing to the deliberations of the
MPs on the su tary bud-
ﬁ because most them discussed

ues out of the supplementary
budget.

However, during the discus-
sion, all the nrpoaluun MPs
(Jatiya Party) blasted the gov-
ernment for mi the
economy while ,.;;l t;.‘he ruling

rt e govern-
Flilnm{ for I:trlpl:-'la%ln back finan-
cial discipline in economy.
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almost our presefve. We are fully alive to this and

It so happens we handle

a remarkable portion of
the entire foreign trade of

Bangladesh.

That means much of this
two-way traffic namely
imports and exports is

determined &

B2t 4rit AAS TG4

intain our
We have the network, trained and knowledgeable
manpower and other resources to meet the
banking requirement of importers and exporters. |

lead in this field. '
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World Cup
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the half, with Daily wurkinﬁ‘
especially well moving the ba
.down the left side. But while
Grodas was kept busy catching
headers and punching awaﬂ
corners, he didn't have to mak
a tough save.

Norway's one quality shot |
the first hall came in the
minute on Roar Strand's close-
me efd!‘nrt from the right, bu

an

r Jim Leighto

made the stop.
TheNm:‘ergmnnmadbotq
their goals off set plays in a 2-

draw with Morocco last week,
but Scottish defender Colin
Hendry won the aerial battl
with tall striker Tore Andr
Flo. keeping the Scandina:
vians' scoring chances at bay.

Thrust sectors
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dustrial relations, small and
cottage industries, export ori-

ented industries, FDI, role of
BOl and EPZs, industrial tech-
nol and formation of a na-
tional council for industrial
development (NCID) to guide the
implementation of the policy.

e committee members

recommended constitution of a
committee to ensure coordina-
tion among the relevant gov-
ernment agencies in imple-
rn:nting the policy.

Both manufacturing and
service sectors have been de-
fined as industry in the policy.

The manufacturing sector
includes all production, pro-
cessing and assembling activi-
ties as well as iring and re-
conditioning of processed

The service sector includes
advertising, internal container
depot. construction, engineer-
ing consulting. entertainment,
financial institutions, hospi-
tals and clinics. information
technology based aclivities,
training services and hotel.

The policy has identified 17
thrust sectors of industries
where Bangladesh has enough
potentials to expand.

The sectors are culture,

agro-based industries, textiles,
computer software and IT, elec-
tronics, leather, oil and gas, in-
frastructure, frozen food,
staffed toys, gilt items, jew-
ellery, Aulc goods, sericulture
and silk industry. artilicial
flower and tourism.
' The policy has 'beent férmu-
lated " giving priority 'to infras-
tructure development. extend-
ing protection to domestic in-
dustries from external compe-
tition and retaining the com-
petitive edge of domestic prod-
ucts through linking wage in-
crease (o produclivity trends.

« The committee conducted a
series of meetings since its for-
mation on October 17, 1996 to
formulate a prudent, forward-
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Soccer fans in Lalbagh area staged a demonstration
yesterday demanding smooth power supply during the

World Cup matches.
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no problems with Bangladesh.”
He mentioned successiul sign-
ing of the Ganges Water Sharing
Treaty and thanked Hasina for
signing the CHT Peace Accord.

He apFrecialcd Bangladesh's
active role in SAARC and host-
ing of the three-nation business
summit of Bangladesh-India-
rakislan in Dhaka in January
ast.

He also felt the need for more
such summits to boost eco-
nomic and trade relations in
the countries of the region.

The Indian Prime Minister
welcomed Sheikh Hasina's visit
to India and hoped that existing
friendly relations between the
two neighbours would be fur-
ther strengthened through this
visit,

' Later Atal Behari Vajpayee
hested a luncheon in honour of
Sheikh Hasina.

The luncheon was attended
by former Indian prime minis-
ters Narasimha Rao. IK Gujral
and VP Singh. and prominent
leaders of the ruling party and
the opposition.

BSS adds: Sheikh Hasina
said here today that her talks
with Vajpayee focused primar-

tween the two countries.

In a statement after an ex-
clusive session with Ind.a
Prime Minister Hasina said
“"both of us shared the view that
Bangladesh-India bilateral re-
lations are on a sound footing
and we can look forward to
further development and con-
solidation of these relations.”

Sheikh Hasina said during
her deliberations. the current
South Asia situation was dis-
cussed.

She said Prime Minister
Vajpayee briefed her on the In-

dian compulsions for conduct-
ing the nuclear tests.

"I made it clear that
Bangladesh believes that it is
the sovereign right of every
country Lo decide on ILs own se-
curity perceptions and tiake
measures accordingly,” she
said.

Sheikh Hasina said she
briefed her Indian counterpart
that Bangladesh was a party to
the Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT) and a signatory to the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treut
(CTBT) while the NPT and CTt
were unequal and discrimina-
tory and the nuclear weapon

T—Iasina: Disarmament
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Terrorists damage
buses at Fulbaria
terminal
By Staff Correspondent

A gang of terrorists damaged
at least five buses and exploded
crackers at the Fulbaria bus
terminal in the city yesterday
when bus drivers and workers
refused them toll.

Police, quoting the FIR [iled
with Kotwali thana by Jahangir
on behall of Fulbaria Bus
Sramik Samity, said about fif-
teen youngsters allegedly led by
one Shawkat had demanded
toll at about 10 am.

incident, an
‘ousted’ group of bus employees
attacked their rivals who are
now controlling the bus termi-
nal, They staged a chase and
counter-chase [or about half an
hour when at least 25 crackers
were exploded. .

Three cases were filed with
Ramna and Kotwali thanas in
connection with the incident,
police said.

In another

Sangu
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Petrobangla must deploy its
representatives to monitor and
safeguard its interests,” said an
expert.

Cairn had committed to sup-
ply 160 mmicfd gas from six
wells in Sangu field to the na-
tional grid daily from April
last. But due to several techni-
cal and non-technical reasons.
the schedule was delayed by
ncarlly two months. Now it is
su? ?inﬁl'l 60 mmcld gas from 4
wells. Of the remaining two
wells, one turned out dry and
the other still has some “tech-
nical problems,” sources said.

“Cairn is saying that il the
government wants, it can sup-
ply 160 mmecfd gas daily from
the 4 wells right now,” said a
source. "But Petrobangla told
Cairn that it would not allow
extraction of more than 30
mmcfd gas from each well for
safely reasons. In other words,
Cairn can supply a maximum

uantity of 120 mmefld now,”
the source added.

He further said that Cairn
would gradually Increase its
supply in the next six months.

But due to lack of forward
Blanmng for utilisation of gas,

etrobangla would nol be able
to utilise 120 mmcfd gas right
away, sources said.

"One of the major gas con-
sumers — KAFCO — which con-
tractually buys gas [rom the
governmen! at o rate much
lower than the country's stan-
dard rate, is one ol the main
defaulters as it did not gaf
about Tk 50 crore gas Dbill.
Therelore, Petrobangla will not

D-8 confce 1n
city Nov 28-29
likely: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has said that the second
D-8 conference is expected to be
held in Dhaka on November 28-
29, reports UNB.

"Preparations are underway
as maLurit:,r members have
given their consent to hold the
conference in November," she
said while replying to Gazi Mo-
hammad Shahjahan of BNP in
parliament yesterday.

The written reply was tabled
in the House during the PM's
question time as Hasina had
earlier left for New Delhi for a
one-day visit,

She, however, said that the
date will be [inalised after re-
ceiving consent of all the mem-
ber countries,

Shazneen murder
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Abdus Salam look about three
and half hours to record the
statement of Parvin under Sec-
tion 164 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure. Later she was sent to
the Dhaka Central jail, court
sources said.

Parvin reportedly said in the
statement that she saw Shahid,
the confessed killer, sitting on
Shazneen's body lying on the
floor in her bed room.

Security guard Humayun
Kabir. another accused in the
murder. in his confessional
statement on May 28 reportedly
sald Parvin was one of the six
people involved in the killing of
the youngest daughter of the
Chairman of Transcom Ltd.

According to Humayun's
statement. the [ive others were
confessed killer Shahid, con-
tractor Hasan, supervisor Badal
and carpent~r Shoni Ram and
himself.

Indo-Bangla -talks
Foreign Secys to

meet in Dhaka
June 29

NEW DELHI, June 16: For-
eign Secretary-level talks be-
tween Bangladesh and India
will be held in Dhaka on June
29 to discuss the entire gamut of
bilateral relations, reports
UNB.

Indian Foreign Secretary K
Raghunath will lead the two-
day talks with his Bangladesh
counterpart Mustafizur Rah-

‘Former minister
Shamsul Hug
dead

Shamsul Hugq, a former min-
ister in the Bangabandhu's cab-
inet, died of cerebral haemor-
rhage at the Sheikh Mujib
Medical University Hospital
yesterday. He was 71, reports
BSS.

He left behind his wife, three
sons, two daughters and a host
of relatives, friends and admir-
ers to mourn his death.

A veteran politician, Hug
hailed from Kaliakoir under
Gazipur district. T

BNP warns
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road during the June 9 Long
March, crisis of electricity, gas
and water, deteriorating law
and order and the anti-people
budget.

Supreme Court Bar Associa-
tion general secretary Abdul
Awal, Engineers Association of
Bangladesh president LK Sid-
diqui, Doctors Association of
Bangladesh president Prof Ab-
dur Rashid and Agriculturists
Association of Bangladesh
president Dr Nurul Islam ex-

pressed solidarity with the har-
tal call.
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