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'"Privatisation process slow due
to attitude of political parties'

Speakers at a seminar in the
city yesterday said that privati-
sation of loss making State-
Owned Enterprises (SOEs)
should be accelerated for over-
all development of the country.

More than two hundred
SOEs have been incurring
losses of Tk 2500 crore annu-
ally. The government should no
longer bear this, they said.

rivatisation Board organ-
ised the seminar at a local ho-
tel. A number of ministers, high
officials, labour leaders, indus-
try owners and chamber leaders
took part in the discussion.

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofael Ahmed said the
government is "determined” to
privatise all loss-making SOEs
and to Eive "due protection” to
the workers.

He said that though there
wis a consensus on privatisa-
tion. the process could not be
accelerated due to "contradic-
tory policy” of major political
parties.

"When they remain in power
they try to privatise loss-mak-
ing enterprises but while in op-
position, they call strike
protesting it." Tofael said.

This is one of the major rea-
sons for slow progress in pri-
vatisation over the years. he
said adding, this culture should
be stuppch' immediately.

The concluding session of
the seminar was also addressed

Star Business Report

by State Minister for Foreign
airs Abul Hasan Chowdhury,
Editor of The Daily Star
Mahfuz Anam, Bangladesh
Jatiya Sramik Party President
Shah Mohammad Abu Zafar
and East West University Vice-
Chancellor Mohammad
Farashuddin. The session was
chaired by S M Akram MP.

Two other sessions earlier
were addressed by among oth-
ers, Finance Minister SAM S
Kibria, Food and Agriculture
Minister Begum Matia Chowd-
hury, Civil Aviation and
Tourism Minister. Engineer
Mosharraf Hossain, Privatisa-
tion Board chairman Kazi Za-
farullah, Executive Chairman
of Board of Investment Faruq
Sobhan, MCCI President Laila
Rahman Kabir, Journalist Abed
Khan and Dr Momtazuddin
Ahmed of Dhaka University's
Economics Department.

Two key-note papers were
presented by Tanbeer Akram, a
teacher of Columbia University
in New York and S M Zakaria, a
member of Privatisation Board.

The Daily Star Editor Mah-
fuz Anam observed that gov-
ernment's dilly-dall Fﬂ icy
was the main reason for failure
in privatisation of the SOEs.

He regretted that though pri-
vatisation was an agreed policy
of the government, it was not
imnplemented due to lack of se-
riousness.
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He observed that due to loan
defaulting and mismanagement
the private sector is not able to

nmake adequate response to the
privatisation process.

“If we had a dynamic private
sector, the privatisation pro-
cess would have been much
faster,” he said.

Shah Mohammad Abu Zafar
urged the government not to ne-
glect the cause of the labourers
and workers while privatising
any enterprise.

. "We are not against privati-
sation but that should not be at
the cost of labourers and work-
ers,” the labour leader told the
seminar,

Yasmgeen murder

1 m ]

on August 24, lfﬂﬁ on way to
her village home in Dinajpur
district. It was reported in the
GD that Yasmin died when she
from the police van af-
ter being picked up by patrol
police from a bus station.

The murder had infuriated
the people in the district
against the police.

After inquiry, a fresh case of
killing and violating Yasmin
was filed and charge-sheet was
submitted against all the ac-
cused.

The Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral was assisted by Monsurul
Hoque Chowdhury and A Rouf.

PM: Delhi
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bound frame for complete
lobal nuclear disarmament
uring talks between the two
prime ministers.

Diplomatic sources 5:1{1'
that the two sides would revie
the entire spectrum of relations
between the two countries cov-
ering trade, investment, tariff
concessions, transit matters
and cooperation in various
fields like checking cross bor-
der terrorism and insurgency.

Foreign Secretary
Mostafizur Rahman told The
Daily Star that the trip would

rovide the first opportunity
or a bilateral meeting between
the two prime ministers.

Tt will essentially be a bilat-
eral visit where the two leaders
will get the opportunity to re-
view and discuss the entire
gamut of Indo-Bangladesh rela-
tions. The trip will also provide
an opportunity for the two
leaders to get acquainted on a
one-to-one basis which would
help in furthering bilateral co-
operation,’ the foreign secretary
said.

Discussions about making
the forthcoming SAARC con-

fereiice in Colombo effectiv
will also figure at the oflicia

talks in Delhi, sources said.
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A colourful children's procession was brought out in the city yesterday on the occasion of
National Primary Education Week '98.

— Star photo

World Cup
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Romania, creating chances'
alore, should have increased
their lead when Moldovan got a
head to a bouncing ball on the
edge of the six-yard box, for
once Mondragon was out of po-
sition but the 25-year-old
Coventry striker watched in de-
spair as the ball slide inches
wide.

With defeat staring them in
the face Colombia finally upped
the pace with Adolfo Valencia
coming on in the second half.

The 30-year-old striker
gquickly put an end to Stelea's
vacation as he went after the
equaliser.

In the space of 10 minutes he
forced two solid save from the
Romanian keeper.

In the 61st minute he went
past two Romanians and
slipped the ball to Freddy Rin-
con whose shot beat Stelea but
went inches wide.

With time running out As-
rilla swept back a cross for Va-
encia on the near post but the
30-year-old miss-timed his
shot and Steléa was able to
gather.

Nine minutes from time he
forced Stelea to dive to his right
and palm away a blistering
shot.

The veteran Carlos Valder
rama, who had been quiel lor
most of the game, suddenly
burst into life in the final min-
utes but even his genius could
not break the Romania defence.

Discussion on the supple-
mentary budget continued in
the Jatggsﬁangsad yesterday,
reports :

The Treasury Bench mem-

bers described the proposed:

budget for 1998-99 as a true
guideline which would lead the
nation towards gradual pro-
gress by implementing the
commitments of the present
government to fulfil the ho

and aspirations of the people.

Biren Sikder (AL-Magura)
said the GDP rates of 5.9
per cent in 1 -97 and 5.6 per
cent in 1997-98 achieved by the
present government were the
manifestation of its success in
pruLRer economic management
in the country over the last two
years.

Mrs Mahmuda Sawgat
(women's seat 13) thanked Fi-
nance Minister Shah AMS Kib-
ria for presenting a realistic
budget lor the fiscal 1998-99
and said it would rid the nation
of poverty and hnn&] about a
positive change in the indus-
trial sector by dint of the pre-
sent government's well-
thought-out approaches.

Dr Rustam Ali Farazi (JP-
Pirojpur) criticised the supple-
mentary budget saying that the
government had spent more
than required money for the
government servants.

"We want to know whether
the government servants are
the servants of the people of

Discussion on suppf
budget continues

," he asked the par-
liament and all that no file
within the government offices
can move without bribe,

Spcak:lné on the scarcity of
waler and electricity, Dr Farazi
Siwiys g & roadytete reuste

ve a reason
of ly}:.c?n loss when the nation
is agitating for weather and
electricity.

"This system loss is the re-
sult of theft and mismanage-
ment.” he sald and added that
the whole nation was now being
taken as e in the hands of
administration.

Deputy Speaker Abdul
Hamid adjourned the sitting of
the Jatiya Sangsad at 4:45 pm
Eﬁtﬂ'ﬂ&}" to resume at 2 pm to-

y.

BUET classes suspended
for World Cup

Classes of Bangladesh Uni-
versity of Engineering and
Technology will remain sus-

from June 17 to'July 13
in view of the World Cup soccer,
reports UNB.

The university authorities
esterday took the decision
ollowing a demand by the stu-

dents. olificial sources said.

For the last few days. the
students were demonstrating on
the campus demanding suspen-
sion of their classes so that they
can enjoy the World Cup
matches.

|

BSB--Hemployee
falls from 7th

floor, dies

By Staff (Vorrespondent

An employt:e of Shilpa Bank
died after fallitig from seventh
floor of the 24i-storey-building
of the bank at Motijheel in the
city yesterday.

Police identifled the dead as
Taslim Ahmed, 12, son of Abdul
Malek.

After preliminary investi-
gation, police saivl that Taslim,
who was a typiist, fell down
from seventh flooi' of the build-
ing through a wintlow at about
11:30 am. He wzis rushed to
Dhaka Medical Ccillege Hospi-
tal where he succum to in-
juries.

An official of the: bank said
that Taslim had bee¢:n sufiering
from mental depressiion for the
last few years.

The body was sen!| to DMCH
morgue for autopsy. 4 in unnatu-
ral death case was .liled with
Motijheel thana in ithis con-
nection.

Ctg mayor
From Page 1
decided to lay sifg: to Bidyut
Bhaban at 10 am Wedne:iday.
Football Lovers' (.ouncil
also called an B-hour hzartal in

the city on Wednesday deimand-
ing uninterrupted power supply.

Court boycott
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80 others and looting mn
and other valuables. e FI
was recorded today.

The DC when contacted to-
day, said that lawyers of
Khulna Bar did never pay hewad
to his fervent appeal for solving
the problem of a passage be-
tween the collectorate building
and the Judgca' court which ir:-

volved uggutrl_ilf:}r. sSec 311{1
rivacy’. : assage had to
hlncgl‘-md. h:':ai%.
Hasina
From Page 1

ing was due to "absence of a

needed litical atmosphere”.
He had also told the ia that
severn ' delay caused accu-

mulation of several problems.

"Regular meetings of the JRC
were required for Bangladesh to
formulate a long term water re-
sources strategy.” the minister
had said adding that Dhaka had
already taken up a massive
scheme to build the Teesta Bar-
rage. -

Meanwhile, the government
recently expressed satisfaction
that this year, Bangladesh re-
ceived the stipulated share of
Ganges water during the lean
season from January to May.
Experts however attributed the
flow of the stipulated quantum
due to "favourable weather
conditions” and adequate rain-
fall in the upper reaches of the
Ganges.

BNP demands
From Page 1 ;

The meeting protested what
it said the ill motive of the gov-
ernment and demanded imme-
diate withdrawal of the false
cases against the BNP Chair-
person.

“The ple from the begin-
ning had rejected the govern-
ment's attempt to tarnish the
image of Begum Zia," the state-
ment said.

Presided over by BNP vice-
president Tariqul Islam, the
joint meeting was attended by
Blany secretary general Abdul

annan Bhuiyan, members of
the standing committee, office
bearers and members of the na-
tional executive committee, and
central presidents and general
secretaries of the front organi-
sations.

BNP: JS session

From Page 1

BNPPP meeting concentrated
on the long march.

Till yesterday, party law-
makers continued discussing
various aspects of the long
march, including its success
and the ruling party's obstruc-
tion to it, and gave suggestions
as to how to utilise the success
of the programme for an oust-
governmernt agitation.

They also spoke for launch-
ing a vigorous anti-government
movement simultaneously on
the streets and inside parlia-
ment.

The BNP legislators felt that
the Speaker's initiative for a
fresh dialogue between the gov-
ernment and the BNP would not
help resolve the party's
grievances due to lack of sin-
cerity of the government,
sources said.
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