NCE again. Bangladesh
politics seems to have
renewed its pledge with

much of its history.
BNP has called a hartal on the
18th. And politics ol conflict is
definitely on the rise. Contrary
to the general (South Asian)
wisdom., nothing seems to
flow; nothing seems to change,
in Bangladesh politics. We have
been sucked into an era ol polit-
ical standoff. if not political
standstill! Indeed, so sensitive
and polarized is the situation
that intellectuals, scholars,
oliticians, even the public,
ave all become intolerant and
disrespectful to opposing views
and dissenters. The entire polit-
ical discourse is pervaded by an
attitude that is best described in
the form, ‘Let me be the ‘Kinﬁ'
and 1 will set it right!" But self-
righteousness has always been
a vocation of the weaklings. It
cannot be an exception when it
comes to politicians and politi-
cal pundits of Bangladesh.

e debate for rectifying the
situation has also been strong
and loud. Much of it however,
has been restricted to either
finding 'good peggl:.‘ both
within the so-called partisan
and non-partisan sections of
the state, or bringing about re-
forms within the existing polit-
ical system. The idea has been
that Jcertaln things are ‘added’
to the political system and if
: ple’ were brought into
the pumal process, the face of
Bangladesh politics would
change. Little attention is given
to the fact that the political sys-
tem and political process re-
producing Bangladesh politics
are interrelated — dialectically,
historically, as well as politi-
cally.

In this context, I have two
submissions to make. First. the
political system and political

rocess that we have in
gangladcsh are structured to
reproduce intolerance and con-
flict. And secondly, changes in
one will not ipso facto bring
change in another. Put differ-
ently, both the political system
and political process require a
thorough restructuring before
litical stability and a long-
asting democratic practice
could be contemplated in
Bangladesh. Let us have a closer
look.

The Construction of

Hartalotics

What we have in Bangladesh
is not ‘politics’ but hartalotics!
If the former, following Gram-
sci, stands for 'conscious action
in pursuit of a common social
goal,” the latter (I would argue)
is mostly self-seeking but irra-
tional venture marked by intol-
erance and (violent) conflict.
The seli- is not that
troublesome. In fact, there are
many vocalions (money-

princijail task is lo “serve
thysclll’, The troubling part is

! "huégl:,‘ﬁurlheﬂm s upaf nﬁthen. ;E: - -large-measures.it is also an out-

tolerance and conflict. .-~
' Few will dispute the fact that
no government or regime in
adesh came into being
without the use of coercive
force. This is as truer for mili-
tary regimes as for civilian
(democratic) regimes, although
the organization of coercive
force in each case was of quali-
tatively different nature. Mili-
: regimes used guns and
tanks to seize governmental
power, while 't predomi-
nantly civilian [(democratic)
regimes came to wrest ﬁower.
electorally, of course, following
protracted strikes, hartals, car-
smashing and the rest. Inciden-
tally, the coercive is true
not only with respect to the
transition from the civilian to
the military me or from the
military to the civilian regime
but also, and more importantly,
from the civilian to yet another
civilian regime. Such use of vio-
lent means, of one kind or an-
other, for regime formation

does indicate that there is .

| in the orga-
nization and reproduction of

H%ﬁf’ﬁ’r%&ﬁmucu larly

civilian's use of coercive force,
' got translated (no doubt, with a
grcaii amount of pride) into
people's s € %nlnn anti-
people activities. But so long
‘people’ were of two . either
socially or politically, there
:rfa.-u no problem with the notion

‘people’s struggle.” Examples
of the latter ranged from the
pre-independence -struggle
a st the British and the

est) Pakistanis to the post-
ind against
the military. The former stood
for the colonialist-colonized
dichotomy, while the latter de-
picted the mili -civilian di-
chotomy. So nobly have these
stru been discussed and
routinely illustrated elsewhere

that they hardly require special
treatment here. marhat is far
more problematic is the identi-
fication of ‘people’ when the

‘struggle” is between and
amongst civilians and that

again, of all classes. 'People’s
S e,” in such instances, set-
tles to merely parti-

san . But that is not all.
There is something mesmer-
izing in the word ‘stru ' or
(the ] ali equivalent)
Almost 1 chanting mantras,
we regularly hear the slogan:
lawrai, lawrai, lawral chal,
lawrai kore bachte chafl And
all political parties utter this
slogan, or its E:irit;t::mf the:nci
€vVer an o provid
to them. Iﬁ‘ﬁ;{t has struck me
most is a recent banner, posted
by a governmental agency in
one of the over-bridges in the
Dhaka city, saying: juborai
lorbe. sonar -Bangla gorbe!

Mark the word, lorbe! | under-
stand that lawrai is used here in
a different sense. But then, how
differently can it stand from
the lawrai in the streets?
Slogans are good indicators
for recognizing the precise na-
ture of hartalotics. There are
many that readily explain the
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state and status of the latter. 1
will, however, limit myself to
only a few of them.

*"Neta tumi egiye cholo,
amra acchhi tomar shathe.” |
have always found this slogan
bordering on fascism, urging
the cadres to follow the leader
(hero or heroine, whichever
may be the case) under all cir-
cumstances.

*Jalao, jalao agun jalao," or
its variation, 'amader dabi na
manle, jolbe agun shara deshe'’
Apart from the violence it en-
dorses, little thought is given to
the fact that ‘fire’ knows no
face. The burning of the whole
country could, indeed, defeat
the very pu of the struggle!

* Ekta guli cholley; palta guli
cholbey.’ or its consequence,
‘diyechhito rokto, aro debo
rokto,” Both these slogans indi-
cate the centrality of terror and
killing in our politics. This
could also be referred to as the
politicization of terrorism or
its inverse; the terrorization of

litics, Both, however, would
ndicate the special position of
mastans, godfathers, and the
like, in the m;ganizatlun and
reproduction of political life in
Bangladesh.

e possibly could go on for-
ever with these sl s, but the
above few. | believe, ought to be
sufficient in depicting the pre-
cise characteristics of har-
talotics. In fact, there are four
critical elements m.=.|llinir1§I 13::
hartalotics, each of them hold-
ing a centric element of its own:
+ Leader-centric: | believe
Vivekananda once pointed out
that there is a tendency
amongst South Asians to
‘worship’ heroes and heroines.
One could see a semblance of it
(of course, not in its entirety) in
political leaders’ place and po-
sition amongst their respective

litical cadres and supporters.
nterestingly, this has been rou-
tinely reproduced for no other
reason than the very lack of
democratic process within par-
ties and organizations. 1 will
have more (o sav about this

later.
* ﬂilutnn-c:ntric: This is al-

most an outcome of the [irst el-
ement. In the absence of a
democratic process within the

y or the organization, the
Eadtr (if he or she is not al-
ready one] must fall back to
mastans to gear up and ensure
his/her support. Often mastans
themselves would cleverly back
a person and wait for return
favours later. In circumstances
like this, once the leader is
made, it becomes impossible lor
the latter to ignore er of
the mastans. The leader is oth-
erwise trapped to favour the
mastans, each ke:pln% Lhe
other within one's reach! This
is also something that has di-
rect bearing on 'S repre-
sentation. something to which

we will return later.
W I puess for the
functioning of hartalotics this

is obvious. One must not miss

the point; however, that in:a’

come of the first two elements.
The leader-mastan combina-
tion plays the best when it
comes to streets. What other

aces are there for practici

and bot
at the same time? But streets
have also become a central part
of Bangladesh politics for rea-
sons of centralized develop-
ment and the corresponding
concentration of population in
fewer cities. This is also some-
thing to which I will return
later.
Political -centric:

This could also be referred to as

overnment-centric, the last

ut not the least of the four
critical elements that make up
hartalotics. ‘jalao, jalao n
jalao’ is a good indicator of ter-
ror and fascist intentions, it
does not indicate, however, as
what is to be burned. In
fact, in almost all cases gov-
ernmental or public properties
are targets of such bumn-
ing and smashing of things.
There is a colonial legacy to
this. however. Let me explain.

Two critical things efncnfcd
fI'DII'l our encounter with colo-

nialism. | First, colonialism
gave birth to a polarized politi-
cal milieu on a national scale.
This is best reflected in the
struggle between the colonial

Wﬂmtmdmlnmud!uh-
alterns. At a cular moment
of hi : took the form of
a between the "colonial’

and the “nationalist' forces.
Secondly, in the face of polar-
ization, colonized subalterns
could do little other than resort
to violence in the campaign to
redress wrongs done by the
. And it is indeed
in the midst of violence and
polarized litics that colo-
nized subalterns finally gol rid
of the colonial power. then
something else also got trans-
formed.
In the wake of the struggle
ainst colonialism, the area
that is commonly referred to as
the “civil also got polar-
ized and violent. Put differ-
ently, civil society in colonial
South Asia, unlike that of the
West, could no longer boast of
its civilizing and consenting
roles. In fact, colonialism re-
constructed civil society to such
an extent that the latter soon
t into the business of or
ng and reproducing violence
and intolerance in the like of a
political society. This recon-
struction tainted political par-

ties; voluntary associations; in-
tellectuals, media, schools, and
S clubs, all that civil soci-
mprmntad.

Put in the context of our dis-
cussion, hartalotics is devoid of
a civil society with civilizing
and consenting roles. It is no
wonder, therefore, that we find
President Justice Shahabuddin
commenting thus:

Politica
elsewhere, lormulate public
opinion and mobilize public
support for control of
the state machinery. But politi-
cal parties here do not hesitate
to adopt any means, fair or foul,

arties, here as

The political system and political process that we have in Bangladesh are structured to reproduce intolerance and
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conflict ... Changes in one will not ipso facto bring change in another. .. Both the political system
and political process require a th?rﬂugh restructuring

to achieve this objective ol
power-capturing. They use stu-
dents, industrial work-force
and even religion for political
purpose, There is hardly any
congenial atmosphere for pur-
suit of knowledge in the educa-
tional institutions from where
all moral values and education
itself are fast evaporating.
Labour wings of political par-
ties are seriously hindering in-
dustrial development on which
the very survival of this popu-
lated country depends.
Non-payment of heavy
amounts of bank loans has dis-
rupted the financial and bank-
ing system of the country. Law
cannot touch the bank-default-
ers as many of them are them-
selves law makers belonging to
both the Government and the

Opposition in the parliament.

ndeed. with civil society
having no consenting or civiliz-
ing roles. the power of both

romise, Radio Bangladesh and
TV in the very first day of the
new regime change faces,
spueeches, even music and songs.
but, interestingly, to the liking
of the new regime only! While
supporters of the new regime
obviously get excited, they fail
to understand that Radlo
Bangladesh and BTV have been
driven not by any democratic
will but by the age-old structure
of governmentality. Indeed.
with yet another regime change,
faces, s hes, even music, and
songs, will change once again.
Put differently, by way of
changing things to the liking of
the incumbent. the power and
policy of the governmental ma-
chinery remain unchanged!
Even at a very micro level
the situation remains the same.,
Let me give you an example. We
are all familiar with ‘regime
change’ (if 1 am itted to use
the phrase) in Dhaka Univer-

: g L 0 T
g s g Vg e g

cti . in the Politicat S0- -
mynrgovehmﬁu. It is irt the

context of this centric element
that people's representation
has become illusive, if not re-

dundant.

Representative
Government/
Governmental

Representation

In the midst of the power of
‘supreme’ leaders. mastans,
street fighters and the coercive
machineries of the state. the
electors and the elected have
both come to share a common
destiny. Neither the electors
can realize their demands from
those who represent them nor
the elected can fulfil the wishes
of those who have voted them to
power. Representation. other-
wise, is in serious crisis. Lel me

explain.

IIn tf‘lf light of the population
growlh and the num of vot-
ers in . one Member

of Parliament (MP) represents
on the average a little over
189,000 citizens (1996
figure). Incidentally, adding
non-voting citizens (children
and minors in particular)
R Bk s ropebuciation

er. Such a resentation
makes a mcﬂ'demcy
for it is im e for an MP to
meet in person and nt
those who have voted her or

him to r. Consequently,
‘inte jaries’ (ran from
mastans, corrupt officials,

hired goons, and the like) end
up having the real power as
both MPs and the people, albeit
for different reasons., become
t on them. ta-
tion must reckon with the fact
that it is neither MPs nor the
' le but self-seeking inter-
mediaries who do the -
ing! Unless a way is found to
correct this situation, govern-
ments will always suffer from
misrepresentation. But this is
only a part of the problem of
representation.

Representation, for reasons
of history and structures, suf-
fers from a precise governmen-
tality. That is. both representa-
tives and the represented share
the same ‘mentality’ — relying
on the government or champi-
oning the cause of the authority
to reproduce things. Largel
arising from the colonia
legacy, governmentality has
not only made urdinarg pegrla
weak and dependent but also
created grounds for the exces-
sive (miss) use of gov-
ernmental machineries. ex-
ample or two will make this
clear,

Take the instance of Radio
Bangladesh and BTV. The offi-
cials working there know pre-
cisely what is to be aired and
televised! While there is always
an expectation that with the
change of regime, radio and
television programmes will
also change since newcomers in
the government always
promised change when they
were in the opposition. And
somewhat keeping with this

vice-chancellor with the chan
“of” at the na
This is best reflected. albeit
%_m::vmhﬂ:mrhntal hilariously, Gig
ishyavidyaloy Barta, the
-newsletter published by
haka University authority.
When the previous vice-chan-
cellor was in the office, | once
counted the number of photos of
the vice-chancellor published
in one single issue of the
newsletter. To my amazement,
there were altogether 19. Only
last week, [ was given a copy of
the most recent one. in, 1
counted the number of photos,
this time, of course, of the new
vice-chancellor. 1 found 22.
Change in the vice-chancellor

made no ¢ to the number

of : the latter only l:ﬁh-

lighted the photogenic quality
the authority!

There is another side Lo the
dialectics of ntative gov-
ernment an overnmental
representation. s refers to

the relationship between repre-
sentation and majoritarianism
or its inverse, sub-nationalism.
The present organization of
electoral politics, in so far as it
caters to win the votes of the
majority section of the

tive voters, is bound to
reproduce a majority-minority

.* "ask thoroughly

such a candidate would be polit-
ically more effective in view of
her or his community-centered
access in the majoritarian par-
lfament. This is an interesting
development, and it is particu-
larly found amongst the heav-
ily deprived tribal communi-
ties, What this practice does fis
that it eflectively reproduces
and further solidifles the power
of the majority community,
The very recognition of the fact
that the majoritarian candi-
date will have greater access in
the majoritarian parliament
only strengthens the argument
that the sald parliament is
nothing but ‘pro-majoritarian’!
As stch, the fate of the tribal
community remains fated as
before.

Equally problematic has
been the use of the coercive ma-
chineries of the state, particu-
larlv the police and ilitary,
n.tinst sub-national unrest,

! L ADbhkh street scene during hartal- ~~ © & -

w such  hartals > In s factk 1 find
*them quite insulting. The very

Insolar as members ol the ma-
joritarian community
such machineries .and their
mental-
ized, members ol the minorit
or sub-national community al-
ways look them upon with sus-
picion. Needless to say, the pro-
tracted use of the coercive ma-
chineries of the state not only
empowers the latter, over and
above other institutions, but
also de-civilizes conlflict resolu-
lion.

1 have yel another example
of governmentality, the most
pertinent one from the stand-
l:olnl of both civil and pelitical
ife, This refers to the very
power of the police. While it's a
common knowledge that auto-
mobiles must not drive on the

side of the road and must

wrong
have red lights at the back

switched on at t, few police
vehicles would be found follow-
ing these rules. | have always
as myself, why this is so?
Only recently |1 got an answer
from a former student of mine
who is now a police officer: ‘We
like to ., but not to be gov-
erned!" But then, can one govern
Ethnut having tl_'?le experience
' Governmentalization of the
force is further, and more
easily, noticeable in the atti-
tude of the latter towards the

There is good reason for donors to become somewhat
restive with the state of hartalotics in Bangladesh. They
would very much want ‘development’ to succeed in
Bangladesh, particularly the kind that would ensure
the residence of the population within the

territorial boundaries of the state!

: h ritical  members of tion parties.
?:::Epiil‘::t:tljnni; Elr“a ml:nc tﬁ;t *In fact, so close is the relation-
is pluralist and has a number of _ ship between the police and the
historically constructed com-  ruling party that often one

munities or sub-national

. lnpgthe ﬂr?t ace, if the ::;J:ll-
guration o e liament is
based on the uutl;'i‘t.rry*n demo-
graphic strength, the lia-
ment would always pro-
majority community, in
essence, pro- Muslims!
In this case, political parties
would be less inclined to put up
a candidate who is less repre-
sentative communally or eth-
nically. That is, a Hindu or
Chakma candidate, however,

s(hie) may be, will have dif-

It time getting elected from
predominantly Muslim or Ben-

i localities respectively. In

e light of two o com-
munal or ethnic candidates, it
is not unnatural to find the ma-
joritarian candidate (misjusing
communal or ethnic feelings
for the sake of winning the
election. Such a situation will,
of course, reproduce and
sharpen further the already ill
feeling between the majority
and minority communities.

On the other hand, a pro-ma-
joritarian electoral politics
could also give rise to illusive
representation. This could
come about in a situation where
the minority or sub-national
community opts for a majori-
tarian candidate, hoping that

finds the police force simply
en in the task of policing
the opposition. . I have been a
witness to several street-battles
where | found the police :n%a%;:d
in ‘protecting’ members of the
ruling party against those of the
opposition. And when the for-
mer becomes the latter or vice
versa, the police keep true to its
governmental task, that is, of
policing the opposition, This is,
of course, all done in the name
of law and order, unmindful of
the fact that by siding with the
one against other neither
‘law’ nor ‘order’ is maintained.
Violent conflicts in the streets
before, during and after hartals
bear testimony to this. 1 will
have more to say about this in
the next section.

In all the examples that I
have cited above, whether the
official media, University
newsletter, the rtproﬂulcum:huf

oritarianism, cing the
s tion or trnﬂ’l’::) laws, one

is common to all of them,
and that is. both representa-
tives and the re ted keep
battling t each other. Put
dlﬁerentghu%ngnmm:}lizcd
represcn i » o=
nopolizing the pnum}vg author-
ity and consequently, siding
with governmen -
tal/authoritarian groups' vis-a-

maril .

vis non-governmental /non-au-
thoritarian others Intrinsi-
cally reproduces dissent and
conflict.

Hartalotics,
Globalization and

Non-Governmentality

Counting hartal has now be-
come something of a game. In
fact. no one is sure as to the ex-
act number of hartals in recent
times. The leader of the opposi-
tion recently came out with a
figure of the number of hartals
observed by the Awami League
when it was in the opposition —
173. The opposition leader,
however, shied away from
mentioning the figure of BNP-
observed hartals. | guess if one
counts both local and national
hartals, the figure for the past
one year would be around 40 if
not more.

1 will not go into the cost of

IIIII
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fact that the cost, isfregularly
calculated in mere economic
terms shows the state of mental
bankruptcy towards rectifying
the situation. This is because
‘economics’ has a tendency of
putting everything in numbers,
which only goes to suggest that
like money or capital the
(economic) loss from hartals
could be recovered in times
ahead! Hartals are also not
merely political acts, where one
political party competes with
the other for the support of the
general masses. 1 have already
referred to the fact that even as
a form of struggles it is now
mostly devoid ol non-partisan
people. What is hartal then?

I think it is high time to un-
derstand one thing clearly:
hartal, at the present historical
conjuncture, ticularly fol-
lowing the civilization and de-
mocratization of politics in
1991, is no ]nrﬁcr a lpolitjt:al
good. it is a social evil. | say this
not only because of the arrival
of a democratically elected Par-
liament (no doubt, an impor-
tant reason for Eettm rid of
hartal for good] but also, and
more importantly, because of
the suffering of the masses —
socially. physically and. above

311.[ 'ﬁfﬂﬁ'@&tk drivers. wood-
cutters, road-builders, and

many like them having sleep-
less nights for not knowing
whether they would be able to
earn enough to feed themselves
and their children on the day of

hartal; | found a youngster, age

seven at the most, not n?
how to cope with bundles o
work after the post-hartal re-
opening of her school; I know of
a doctor who lost faith in people
after failing to help a non-par-
tisan school-boy struck by a
tear-gas shell; 1 found mothers
searching W"lldl{ milk and
other nec items for their
children on the night before
hartal; I know of a brilliant
student who could not take any
longer the uncertainty brought
about by hartals to his life and
therefore decided to tetoa
develo country, counts
like this are endless, all point-
ing at the fact that hartal are
more than calculations of poli-
tics or economics. As a cause of
people's suffering — social,
physical, and mental — hartal
today is nothing less than a
morally reprehensible activity.

The last account is a critical
reminder of the fact that har-
talotics, although internal in
its organization and develop-
ment, extends beyond the terri-
torial limits of the country.
Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, a
nuf‘gzl diasporic scholar, saw a
direct link between the state of
politics in developing nations
and the reproduction of dias-
pora in the West: 1 do not think
it is incorrect to say that much
of the new di a lin the West]
is determined by the increasing
failure of a civil society in de~
veloping nations (emphasis
mine).

While one may debate as to
whether the ‘failure of a civil
society in developing nations

is the cause of ‘diaspora’ in the
Wesl, it is-a fact that many
Bangladeshis decide to migrate
because of the slate ol uncer-
tainty prevailing in the coun-

try.

In fact, so open has this issue
of international migration be-
come that recently one Immi-
gration Consulting Firm had
put an ad in a daily newspaper
with the following statement:

Two reasons why your deci-
sion to migrate to Canada is
right:

I. Better income from same
effort. better medical facilities.

2. Better education for your
children.

I found two things wvery
amusing in this ad. One is the
frequent use of the word ‘better,’
and the second one, the subject
of children’s ‘education.” Al-
though the ad does not play fool
with hartalotics by calling it a
good reason for migration,
there is enough in the words
‘better’ and ‘education’ to sug-
gest that the thought of har-
talotics was not very far away
from the promoters of the said
ad. I must hasten to say, how-
ever, that develo countries’
practice of ‘legal migration’ is
in a way a safety valve, lest peo-
ple sulfering from uncertainty
in developing countries all de-
cide to migrate. and that by all

means, laui or fou
;wu:n: 8 good reason [or

donors, therefore, to become
somewhat restive with the state
of hartalotics in Bangladesh.
Put differently, donors would
very much want ‘development’
to succeed in Bangladesh, par-
ticularly the kind that would
ensure the residence of the pop-
ulation within the territorial
boundaries of the state! Of
course, getting proper and
timely returns for their in-
vestments are no less a priority.
Hartalotics, for that matter, is
no less a concern for the donors
as it is for the recipient.

But if hartalotics has
lyzed the government, particu-
larly its developmental sector,
the same is hardly the case with
the non-governmental devel-
opmental sector. Indeed, for
reasons of sheer effort (which
inviudes making for the lost
hartal-time), a better: salary
and, above all, ingenuity of
certain individuals. ..~n-gov-
ernmental organizations have
fared much better in develop-
mental activities. In fact, their
success has been so astoundin
that now often one hears o
non-governmentality ‘as the
key to Bangladesh develop-
ment.

Conclusion: What is

to be Done?

How does then one go about
transforming the state of har-
talotics in Bangladesh? There

para-

is, of course;no easy answer to

this. One meaningfulapproach

‘would be to seek solutions in ajl .

the areas mentioned wve, |
will, huw&v‘é‘r.’]iﬁlﬂ mi_-ﬁglf Yo
four broad tasks with one or
two sub-tasks between them.
Democratizing Political
Party: There must be proper
elections, from lower to upper
bodies, in each and every politi-
cal party. And now that we have
a very effective and proven
‘model’ before us, let these
party-elections be conducted by
meutral persons who are not
members of the party. Taking
cue Irom the recently estab-
lished Indian practice let the
Election Commissioner make
such elections binding not only
for renewing registration but
also for participaiing in local
and national elections of the
Mtﬁ?cﬁver. let there be bind-
ing rules for all political parties
regarding the number of cr:z-v.rs a
card member can hold post
within his/her party. In lacl.
the leadership must not be al-
lowed to remain in office more
than two (four years) terms,
This would not only ensure a
steady growth of leaders in the
party but would also keep the
arty from being monopolized
Ef some self-seeking individu-
s. At the same time, rules
ought to be enacted which would
bar MPs, once they are elected,
from holding office within the
y. This would, in fact, allow
EEPI: to work for the nation and
not be chained to partisan ac-

Ly 'ﬂ%%h:itull:lng the Parlia-
ment: Parliament needs to be
decentralized. I have already
mentioned problems with re
resentation. Moreover, 330 M
deciding the fate of more than
120 lion people not only
seems obnoxious but also
makes them vulnerable to cor-
ruption, as accountability of
the MPs becomes less transpar-
ent. The way out is to have sev-
eral parliaments, with at least
one at the divisional level.
There may be a common struc-
ture (i.e., a federal parliament),
oining all these parliaments,
ut it will have lesser power
compared to the parliaments in
question, There is no doubt that
such parliaments, apart from
making MPs more transparent
and thereby more accountable,
would mellow down the cause of
regional, local and ethnic dis-
senters. :
In order to begin this task;
however, let the one-chamber
Parliament be first made into
two — U and Lower Houses.
If other m.th Asian courntries
can have two Houses, | see no
reason why Bangladesh would
be legislated by just one. The
resent parliament could easily
made into a Lower House. As
for the Upper House, the best
would be to follow the ‘model’ of
the interim government.
‘Neutral persons would then
have a more Iantm%hml: and
also a little longer than three

months! -

ernmental power: This csg; :
tially refers to the task of em-
powering civil society. To cite
one example, the government
alone has delegated to itself the
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task of seeking a resolution of
the sub-national conflict in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts. As a re-
sult, the task has become lim-
ited in the activities between
the government and the con-
flicting gnrt . Or more pre-
cisely. the SS.. But the
‘government’ is not the whole
state nor does it include the
civil society., whereas the
‘problem’ deflinitely involves
the whole state, including the
civil society. Unless the latter is
empowered and made to partic-
ipate actively and freely. seeck-
ing a resolution of the conflict

would not only be difficult but
also meaningless, This is wue
for other areas where the
government’ is the only party
vested with the power to resolve
problems.

I will cite another area; al-
beit a qualitatively different
one, where de-governmental-
jzation is a pressing task. I am
referring to the excessive gov-
ernmentalization of Dhaka
City. Let me explain.

Article 5, para 1 of
Bangladesh Constitution states
very clearly that ‘The capital of
the Republic is Dhaka." This
is followed by a second para,
which states that ‘The bound-
aries of the capital shall be de-
termined law." Apart from
legalizing the privileged posi-
tion of the City of Dhaka, the
article suggests that it has the

ower of determining Its
undaries if it chooses to do
so. Alas, such power is wanting
in villages. where the majority
of the exploited Bangladeshis
livel Such power of the Capital
City, sanctioned none other
than by the Constitution,
makes it obvious the kind of
olicies and practices that is
Eound to follow. Indeed, the in-
ternal and external relations

i|::ursu+m:i by Bangladesh 51th[ r
rom a précise aka-centric
ma ement of things. Put dif-

ferently, centralized develop-
ment has served Dhaka and so
has Dhaka served and repro-
duced centralized development.
Frankly s eakinﬁ. the concen-
tration of population in the
City of Dhaka is the net out-
come of this convenient rela-
tionship.

It is not surprising. there-
fore. that hartalotics is most ef-
fective in the City of Dhaka. As
the seat of the government, it
has become the envy of the non-

overnmentalized millions. P¢
itical parties, mastans. troc
blemakers, and the like, there-
fore, face no problem in getting
fresh recruits for destabilizing
the city. I do not see an easy way
out of this, particularly now
that it is on the way of becom-
ing a mega-city. But if hartals

are to be stngged in Dhgkai de-
‘ .. and corre-
%Eﬁ(ﬂﬁgﬁn}'l ?&%lrahzing its
power is a must. One important
way to start the process would
be to convene the Parliamcnt at
v a' place outside Dhaka at leac:
ONCe a year., ol N
Democratizing the Sénses:

) The task here is to organige and

reproduce a culture more recep-
tive to tolerance and non-vio-
lence. This is particularly ur-
gent in view of the fact that both
political and civil societies, as
discussed earlier, have become
thoroughly polarized and vio-
lent. One vital area is educa-
tion.

In our eagerness to project
the past and in keeping with the
reality of being oppressed by
undemocratic regimes, we have

created an education that
hardly reflects democratic
norms: tolerance, non-vio-
ltl:lncc. and the yli:le. :_rtuin:;iajly.
the very portra ol domina-
tion mcrcg?:s within us domi-
nating and dominated souls.
For reproducing democracy, or
more precisely, democratic
minds, what we need is a demo-

cratic education (with spirits of
tolerance and non-violence in-

ed in it) and an education
which champions democracy.
This is, of course, no simpie
task. A could be made
by m our education rele-
vant, that is, true to its place
and people. In the field of enci~i
science, 1 guess a begin.. 4
could be made by restructuring
the current (Westernized) cur-
riculum of politics and having
it replaced with hartalotics. On
a more humorous note, may be,
what we need now is a Depart-
ment of Hartalotics!

‘the last task relates to audio
and visual media. Radio and TV
have a vital role to play in re-
producing democratic culture,
particularly in Bangladesh
where over 65 per cent of the

ple cannot read and write.

ere is already now a demand
that Bangladesh Radio and BTV
be made independent. In this
connection, | must stress that 1
see the demand as a non-
starter. In fact, 1 would go all
the way in saying that let the
government and the parties in
use the existing radio and
stations as they please. 1
have no problem with that.
What are required instead are a
straight forward and an honest
demand for more and more pri-
vate mdl?wi ?ﬁu:h“ﬁ;_ ata.tinn?.
ui e freedom to
gﬂ i;redmtjvltyi And let this
creativity be harnessed not just
by political parties and cur“:a-
rations but g; cultural and lit-
erary bodies, colleges, universi-
ties, NGOs, even us and
linguistic minorities. Let each
of them have their own radio
and (where possible] TV sta-
tions, so that they could project
their views, their visions, their
music, their very ﬂclf—heln% in
the making. The bottom line
here is that let democracy pre-
vail not in what we read
but also in what we hear and

' 1 have no hesitation to say
that anything less than this
would continue to reproduce
hartals and the dismal state of
hartalotics. i
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