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Down to Earth

One of the deplorable aspects
of the fast urbanization of
Dhaka is the increasing deple-
tion of playgrounds. Several
playgrounds and city parks,
once flourishing, have already
‘vanished'. At present, there are
reportedly 32 parks and limited
open spaces in isolated pockets
in the city.

Because of absence of suffi-
cient o spaces in most areas
of the city, children are often
seen playing in the open streets.
This obviously entails hazards,

but children, being what they

are, hardly listen to the counsel
of caution. School children also
suffer greatly on account of the
dearth of playgrounds.

In the city, a good number of
kindergarten schools have
come up, but most of them are
in such limited space that pro-
vision of playground for the
students is out of question. The
same is true in respect of other
educational institutions. This
constraint makes it impossible
to provide for the need for the
children's outdoor games for
their physical and mental de-
velopments.

he proliferation of high-
rise buil s in the city has ac-
centuated the problems of chil-
dren residing in the apartments
of those buildings. In most
cases — because ol the absence
of playing area within the pe-
ripherg of the compounds of
those buildings — the children

By A S M Nurunnabi

lead a cooped-up life within the
four walls of those a ments.
In the forest of such tall build-
ings, we find provisions for
such facilities as security ar-
rangements, car parking space,
standby electric generator, etc.,
but some open space for chil-
dren's playing activities.

In some of the municipal
wards, the city corporation
maintains some small parks
for children. Most of these
parks are in a state of derelic-
tion. The equipment for the
children's games, such as slides,
see-saws, swings which were
initially installed have broken
down and are no longer in use.
These places are now mostly
filled with weeds and litter, and
they have become haunts of un-
desireable elements.

The ominous aspect of the
current picture is that the few
parks, play%:'nunds and open
spaces which the city still re-
tains are being inexorably
swallowed up by different au-
thorities and unauthorised pro-
jects. According to observers,
any vacant land still in exis-
tence can be said to be enduring
precariously before being ac-
quired for construction of mar-
ket or any other environmental
blight. The process is said to be
alarming.

Lately, there have been some
disquieting developments in
this context. A major casualty
in the apparently never-ending

Tangail-Joydevpur rd
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places,

The road has remained ne-
glected eversince a direct road
to Mymensingh was built
through Bhaluka and Trishal,
cutting off the Mymensingh
road through Tangail.

A top official of the Roads
and Highways Department said,
after construction of the new
Mymensingh road there has
never been any initiative to re-

air the Dhaka-Tangail road
cause it only led to a 'small
district town.’

The government has how-
ever decided to keep the Aricha
ferry services running in view
of the poor condition of the
Dhaka-Tangail road.

Officials also fear that ex-
ected earnings from toll-col-
ection on the Bangabandhu
bridge are also going to be ef-
fected if road users opt for

Aricha to avoid congestion.

-R&H engineers said, the
moment work on the Banga-

bandhu bridge started, the gov-
ernment should have thought
about the road. One top neer
blamed the authorities for lack
of farsightedness. "Neither the
authorities concerned nor the
political leadership thought
about the most vital component
of the bridge,” he said.

R&H sources said the gov-
ernimmert has just approved a Tk
300 crore project to 'rehabili-
tate the road which may take
uP to three years to be com-
pleted. They said four by-pass
roads will be build at Mirzapur,
Korotia, Tangail and Kaliakoir
on an urgent basis.

“We are also building a tem-
porary bridge beside every sin-
gle-lane bridge to ease conges-
tion. The bridges will be com-
pleted soon,” said an engineer of
the R&H Department.

"We are not telling people to
use the Aricha ferries but in-
stead, we are telling them that
ferry services at Aricha, Nagar-
bari and f[}ﬁuladdia would con-
E icia w%)rﬁw.!g od W %d”_}?:_:
any type of vehicles would be
asked to use the Aricha road in-
stead of the Bangabandhu

bridge. -

As the whole stretch of the
Tangail-Joydevpur road is
laden with local traffic such as
rickshaws, tempos, bull carts
and rickshaw vans, the gov-
ernment recently banned these
transports from plying on the
road. But local transport work-
ers at Tangail said that some
local routes might be diverted
because there are alternative
roads through villages.

But for many local routes.
the road users have no other
choice. "We will not resist the
ban now but later, I am sure,
hundreds of these workers will
be forced to use this road,”
Kalam. a tempo driver using a
local route said at Tangail bus
station.

Another R&H official said,
only two years ago, the Aricha-
Dhaka road was similar to the
Tangail-Joydevpur road. "I do
not think it would pose a prob-
lem.,” he claimed. "The single-
lane bridges will soon be re-
placed with by-pass bridges at
difficult junctions, so the prob-
lem will be greatly reduced.”

Rajuk’s rejoinder
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1997.

The counterparts of the pro-
ject were now engaged in the
preparation of Detailed Area
Planning (DAP) one of which is
the DND triangle.

The rejoinder said at present
the DMDP personnel, in the
process of preparing the DAP,
are involved in the process of
discussion through community
participation. Hence this kind
of discussion cannot be termed
gossip. Drawing salaries with-
out doing any work does not
merit consideration while these
human resources are in fact in-
separable part of total planning
process.

Our Reply: Since June 1996
the DMDP personnel could not
even finalise a single DAP, out
of 26 they were assigned to do.
Following receipt of the rejoin-
der the matter was re-investi-

gated. We stand by our report.
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City's Vanishing Playgrounds

process of constructing markets
is reportedly the pla und at
Shaheed Park at l’g:: ammrattd

r. According to the report, a
Fnuarket is going to be sited on
the park. The market is being
built by none other than the
Dhaka City Corporation. It is
further ga that the Cor-
poration is plannh:ﬁ 14 or 15
such markets in the city. In
other words, it means that an
equal number of parks and

playgrounds are going to disap-
pear in the process.

There is another disturbin
example. It has been reporte
that a public park at Gulshan
Section I, has been turned into a
Dhaka City Corporation (DCC)
sweepers' colony housing
around 400 families in
makeshift dwellings. Gulshan
residents around the park
complained of all kinds of un-
desirable activities by anti-so-
cial elements.

In the opinion of knowl-
edgeable observers, if this pro-
cess of swallowing up play-
grounds and open spaces con-
tinues just because some agen-
cies need to enhance their earn-
ing, the future of the city has to
be viewed in lurid light. A critic
has hltt:rlLr observed that
Dhaka which we fondly call a
metropolis is becoming a devel-
opment wasteland where the
basic rules of urbanisation and
city planning are abandoned.

Police-outlaws
“gunfight in
Khulna: 8 held

KHULNA, June 12: Police ar-
rested eight members of an out-
lawed party and recovered arms
and ammunition from their
possession in Damodar area
under Phultala thana after a

Eunﬁght last night, reports

Five members of a police
team, who acting on a tip-off
conducted a raid on a house,
were also injured during the
gunfight.

The arrested are: Pervez
Hossain, Tariqul Islam, Rashel
Khan, Shariful Islam, Shaheen

Molla, Ibrahim Molla, Nazrul
Islam and Nasir Ahmed.

Sangu gas
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installed a metric measuring
unit which, Petrobangla said,
was in violation of the contract
it had under the production
sharing system.

Cairn has now agreed to in-
stall a measuring unit which
logs the flow of gas in cubic feet
instead of the metric system.

Cairn said the 'old system’
has become ‘obsolete.’ Petro-
bangla said it would make it
difficult for them to measure
the flow and pay to the Cairn as
'conversion’ would make some
difference.

"Sangu is ted to deliver
20 per cent of Bangladesh's gas
production. Completion at such
speed in world terms shows the
effectiveness of our alliancing
policy. We look forward to con-
tinued growth in Bangladesh,”
Bill Gammel said in a state-
ment yesterday.

Cairn, which discovered the
field. holds 56.25 per cent of the
stakes, the rest is held by US
company Halliburton (2 r
cent) and Dutch company Hol-
land Sea-Search, a subsidiary
of Shell (18.75 per cent).

In a press release issued in
Dhaka, Cairn said, "Sangu is
the first project to develop and
supply gas from the Bay of Ben-

into the domestic market of

angladesh, It is only eighteen
months since the Sangu field
development was approved by
the Bangladesh authorities and
just over two years since the
discovery by Cairn of the Sangu
field. Cairms and its co-ventur-
ers were able to remain on
schedule with the field devel-
opment notwithstanding the
problems caused by the difficult
operating conditions.

G-8 stops loans
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ploying nuclear weapons on
missiles.

By inviting leading countries
from all parts of the world, the
United States and its allies were
hoping to amplify the appeal
and discourage others from
following the lead of India and
Pakistan.

India and Pakistan said af-
ter setting off nuclear devices
last month that they had no
plans for more tests.

Soccer fans
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attacked the sub-stations at 11
pm and damaged some furni-

ture. A security guard of Pahar-
tali sub-station was also in-

jured.
They also d ed a number
of vehicles on Dhaka-Chit-

tagong highway, disrupting

traffic movement for two hours.

Security measures have been

up in all 11 sub-stations
police and BDR,
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BNP Chairperson and Leader of the Opposition
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in Jatiya Sangsad Begum Khaleda Zia

speaking at a BNP Parliamentary Party meeting at the Sangsad Bhaban yesterday.

"Rieper’s header

From Page 1
fense, fired well wide from close

ran_ﬁ:l.
e Saudi defence failed to
clear a free kick a minute later
and Rieper almost scrambled
the ball in from four meters out.
The Saudi strikeforce made
little impression in the openir2g
40 minutes of the game but Dan-
ish 'keeper Schmeichel made a
diving, fingertip save from a
free kick by Saeed Owairan just
before the break. although the
ball apt]xared to be going inches
wide of the post.

Another chance dropped to
Jorgensen 13 minutes into the
second half when the Saudis
were caught out by a leftwing
cross. The ball ran through to
the striker who got in a left-foot
shot which 'keeper Mohammed
Al Deayea managed to block.

But the Saudi goalkeeper was
beaten in the 68th minute after
punching out a cross. The ball
was fed in to Jorgensen, who
laid it off to Brian Laudrup with
the Saudi defence trying to
catch the Danes offside.

Laudrup floated in a cross
from the right and Rieper
climbed above a defender to
head home from eight metres.

Michael Schjonberg forced
Al Deayea to make a scram-
bling. diving save and then sub-
stitute Per Frandsen fired
across the face of the goal as the
Danes pressed for a second
other goal.

Indian proposal
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"We note that our view that
the bilateral dialogue process
should proceed ahead for mu-
tual benefit is finding accep-
tance in Pakistan.

"We hope they will continue
on this path.”

Foreign Ministry spokes-
man K C Singh said: "Pakistan
has accepted the part of
bilateral dialogue. We have
made an official invitation and
it is for Pakistan to respond.”

But a Pakistan Foreign Of-
fice spokesman today said In-
dia's proposals for resumin
talks were ‘not acceptable’ an
‘totally unrealistic’ and re-
flected a negative approach by
India. -

India had not responded
‘positively’ to an offer made b
Pakistan yesterday that talk
should be resumed on the basis
agreed upon by the two coun-
tries on June 23 last year, he
said,

BNP standing
body meets today

A meeting of the BNP Stand-
ing Committee will be held at 29
Minto Road. official residence
of the Leader of the Opposition.
at 7:30 pm today, reports UNB.

All concerned have been re-
quested to attend the meeting.

] ing UN reforms.

—~— Star photo

BNP: Budget
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Leader of the Opposition in the
Jativa Sangsad Khaleda Zia the
BNPPP meeting started at 8:10
pm at the opposition's confer-
ence room at the Sangsad Bha-
ban and ended at 10:40 pm.

The BNP lawmakers criti-
cised the government for the
present high rate of inflation
and increased burden of per
capita foreign debt. They also
criticised expansion of the VAT
net, imposition of fresh taxes
and other "anti-people acts,”
Delwar said.

"We'll discuss all nitty-gritty
of the proposed budget on the
floor of the House,” he said.

The also condemned
the "government-sponsored at-
tacks” on the opposition long-
marchers and blamed the au-
thorities for the "worsening
power, water and gas supply sit-
uation.”

UNGA chief
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The Home Minister is now in
New York to attend the UN Spe-
cial Session on World Drug
problem at the United Nations.

During the meeting, Rafiq
welcomed the efforts of Ukraine
to abolish nuclear weapons.

He informed the UNGA Pres-
ident that Bangladesh has al-
ready signed the Landmine

Convention on May 7, 1998,
The two leaders also dis-

cussed wide-ranging bilateral
and multilateral issues, includ-
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Bulgarian Ivaylo lordanov (R) is challenged by Paraguayan Migﬁél Benitez at the 'Stade

de la Mosson' in Montpellier during their World Cup Group D first round match yesterday.

The match ended in a goalless draw. (See story on page 13)

— AFP photo
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signed the CHT treaty, it had ar-

ued that the treaty would re-
duce military expenditure. Kib-
ria said Britain does not have
any tension or conflict with its
neighbours but yet it mod-
ernises its military establish-
ment.

The budget envisages a big
13.38 per cent jump in defence
expenditure over this year's
original outlay. If defence re-
lated expenditures are taken
into account, this goes up by 18
per cent.

Explaining the hiﬁhlighls of
the budget, Kibria said it aimed
at protecting the local indus-
tries side by side maintaining
the principle of {ree-market
economy.

He sald the agri-industries
have been given a booster which
will impact the agriculture as
well.

He said the budget also ltakes
into account the backward sec-
tion of the society, the wormnen,
children and the disabled, hi’
forming the social welfare fund.

Talking about the special
measures for sick industries, he
said such measures will not be
taken in the future anymore,

"Sickness must be done away
with from the industrial cul-
ture,” said the finance minister,
"It cropped up because of politi-
cally induced loan sanctioning
and the mismanagement of the
banks."

He sald a wide cut in duty on

industrial raw materials has
been proposed in the budget
which had never been done be-
fore.

"I have given special facili:
ties to many industries like
compulter, leather, ready-made
garments,” he said. "l hope they
will come up to take the chal-
lenge to perform well.”

He said massive reforms
have been suggested in the tax
syslem to simplify it and to stop
harassment of tax payers.

He also said the budget en-
visages a modern transporl sys-
tem for a "modern indus(ri-
alised economy.”

Talking about inflation, he
said, the government is Keeping
constant watch on it. "A five per
cent inflation is allowable for
non-inflationary growth.”

Commerce and Indusiries
Minister Tofael Ahmed, Water
Resources Minister Abdur Raz-
zak, Agriculture and Food Min-
ister Motia Chowdhury, State
Minister for Planning Dr Mo
hiuddin Khan Alamgir and
State Minister for Information
Prof Abu Sayeed also spoke on
the occasion.

The finance ministers at-
tention was drawn to his budget
speech in which he said the
drive against loan defaulters
has been intensified. But in re-
ality, a defaulting group, Bex-
imco, was still enjoying high-
level patronisation.

In reply, the minister ad-
vised the journalists to keep on

Increase in defence budget

writing on the default issue and
watch what the government
does.

Kibria said the VAT net has
been expanded to some items
normally used by the well-off
section of the society.

Replying to a question. he
said, the overall deficit re-
mained under control during
the last couple of years com-
pared to records of previous [i-
nancial years.

The budget deficit was 7.2 per
cent of GDP in 1990-91, and
ranged between 5.9 per cent and
6.8 per cent till 1994-95. "We
have brought it down to around
five per cent,” he observed.

About subsidy for the agri-
culture sector he said, although
direct subsidy is not a good
practice and should not be made
permanent, Tk 129 cr has been
earmarked for subsidy in the
sector in the proposed budget.

Addressing the press confer-
ence Tofael unt‘-:f said the in-
centive given to the leather sec-
tor is aimed at making it as
much promising as the gar-
ments sector.

“We are also giving top pri-
ority to agri-industries and
anybody willing to invesl here
would receive government
help,” he said.

Motia Chowdhury said the
government Is aiming at mod-
ernising the agriculture sector.
She said the price support given
lo agriculture is one ol the e:Fh-
est in South Asia. It is aimed al
wellare of the farmers.

Transport strike
in Rajshahi

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Jun 12: Move-
ment of buses and trucks to and
from Rajshahi remained sus-

ded since this morning as

istrict Motor Sramik Union

called for an indefinite strike

demanding security of trans-
workers.

The strike was called follow-
ing the death of a transport
g:rker in a bomb blast yester-

y.
Rajshahi Motor Sramik
Union blamed Rajshahi Truck
Sraf;mk Union for the bomb at-
tack.

Shazneen murder
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about 10 on April 23,
The Cll.gnin its prayer for re-

mand said Humayun Kabir, se-
curity guard at Rahman's resi-
dence, in his confessional
statement on May 28 named
Parveen as an abettor in the
killing. Humayun, Kabir is an-
other accused in the murder.

The prayer added that there
were inconsistencies in
Parveen's statements to the in-
vestigators.

g S az;ll::n Tasnim Rahmanaf
15, was yo t ter
Latifur Rahmmhairman of
Transcom Ltd.

Parveen had started working
at Rahman's residence about a
week before the murder.
Parveen was brought there by
her sister Minu who had been
working as a maid at the house
for about one and a half years,
CID sources said.
Meanwhile, police interro-
ted another woman known as
ulsum's mother who had
brought Minu to Rahmarn's res-
idence. -

T

cousin of su sor Badal, an
accused in the murder. Fazlul
Huq works as a security guard
at an office in Dilkusha Com-
mercial Area in the city.

CID sources said the investi-
gators were collecting informa-
tion and examining statements
of the accused persons, concen-
trating on the confession of se-
curity guard Humayun Kabir.

In his confessional state-
ment Huma named six per-
sons including himself who, he
said, were directly involved in
the murder. The five others
were confessed killer Shahid,
contractor Hasan, his supervi-
sor Badal, carpenter Shoni Ram
and maid Parveen,

wearing while stabbing

Rubi murder
From Page 1

that two gatekeepers at the
building were also 'directly
involved' in the brutal killing.

Meanwhile, police quoting a
chemical examination report
said, there were stains of b
in Samad's which he was
Rubi.

Soon after the incident,
Samad washed the [ungi, ac-
cording to police.

The detectives could not
compare the finger prints on
the kitchen knife with that of
Samad as those were not clear.

A police official said last
night charge sheet could not be
su ted earlier as investiga-
tors found on Wednesday that
Arif, one of the accusedy gate-
keepers, ‘'had earlier given a
false address of his village
home./

Arif and three other accused
— Samad, Emdad and Sharifa —
were now in Dhaka Central
Jail. A

Samad and the two gate-
keepers, Emdad and Arif, gave

judicial statements confessing

Ehelr involvement in the mur-
er.

Besides, Sharifa, a former
maid at Rubi's flat, gave a judi-
cial statement that she had

rovoked Samad to kill the
ousewife.

Gas pipeline
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Korean cumPan Hyundai is
the contractor for t{n: bridge.

RGR Tagpin of engineerin
consultant firm RPT, appoin
by the BJMBA for the project,
will visit the site today or to-
Morrow,
The 30-inch diameter 4.8 km
lon 5?5 pipeline broke down
fell into the river when wa-
ter was run through the pipe for

testing its capacity to withstand
internal

pressure. _

"Clamps were hung under-
neath the deck of the bridge and
over 1200 ents were used to
construct the deck. Provisions
were made for hanging these
clamps at the end of each of the
segment,” an expert said.

Another expert, however,
said cnlliiips: of the gas pipeline
"reflected gross negligence in
designing and approval pro-
cess.” "It is an engineering fail-
ure."

Meanwhile, the government
has strengthened security
around the BJMB and deployed
about 200 mili personnel at
the site, in addition to the
armed Ansars and private secu-
rity men, sources said.

MCCI hails budget
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tive in agro-processing, leather,
plastics and computer sector.

“Also welcome are the mea-
sures to boost the capital mar-
ket but it is hoped that the pre-
viously allowed tax exemption
up to Tk 30.000 dividend in-
come will continue for the ben-
efit of the small investors.

"Measures to improve public
transport and contain envi-
ronment pollution from two-
stroke engines are steps in the
right direction.

“While reduction of corpo-
rate taxes on listed financial
institutions is welcome, general
reduction in corporate tax was
expected.

“Imposition of VAT on ce-
ment, Cl sheet and MS products
as infrastructure building ma-
terials is counter productive for
development and should be re-
viewed.

"A mz:!]ur area of concern is
unabated revenue expenditure
increase on unproductive heads
which leads to stagnant ADP
contribution from domestic re-
sources. We hope that the sub-

tantial increase in allocation
or the police will not be spent

on manpower alone but also for
much needed improvement in
logistics so that the investment

translates into an improve-
ment in the deteriorating law
and order.

“Also, fiscal incentives to
boost economic growth will be
negated unless reforms are
strengthened and drainage of
resources through SOEs is
stcg)pcd through privatisation,
and close watch is kept on
monetary policy and interest
rates.

“With increasing and large
foreign investments in the oil,
gas and electricity sectors, there
will be huge and growing for-
eign exchange outflows in the
coming years. Therefore, rapid
export earnings growth is badl
needed, particularly in view o
the already fragile reserves po-
sition.

"There is not much in the
budget to indicate a major ex-
port thrust, particularly in view
of the loss in competitiveness
due to continued appreciation
of the Taka against the South
Asian and South East Asian
currencies. In particular, it is
imperative that the existing ex-
change rate policy be reviewed
to directly address the issue of
the competitiveness of our
tradeables against Indian
goods,"” MCCI said.
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