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‘BJMB gas
pipeline
collapsed
due to
weak clamps

By Staft Correspondent

Collapse of the gas pipeline
fixed underneath the Banga-
bandhu Jamuna Multipurpose
Bridge (BJMB] Thursday
muminiu as 'due to inadequate
strength of clamps.’ sources
said qm}tmg preliminary find-
ings.

However, this is not likely to
delay handing over of the bridge
to the government, said Abdul
Mueed Chowdhury. Executive
Director of BJMB Authority.

"We will examine modalities
of the handover within the
contractual provision,” he told
The Daily Star last night. Gas
pipeline, railway link and
power transmission line are
not part of the BJMB project,
but those are part of the bridge,
he pointed out.

See Page 12 Col 8

UNGA president
welcomes Hasina’s

pEace move

UN General Assembly Presi-
dent has welcomed the initia-
tive of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina to undertake a peace
mission to discuss the situation
arising out of the nuclear tests
with the prime ministers of In-
dia and Pakistan, reports UNB.

President of the 52nd regular
session and 20th Special Ses-
sion of UNGA Hennadiy
Udovenko expressed the views
while talking to Home Minister
Rafiqul Islam in New York on
Thursday. according to a mes-
sage received in the city yester-

day.
W See Page 12 Col 6
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'Culture of sick industries must go'
Kibria justifies raise
in defence spending

Finance Minister SAMS Kibria addressing a

conference yesterday.

press
— Star photo

By Staff Correspondent

Finance Minister S A M S
Kibria yesterday justified in-
crease in defence expenditure in
the proposed national hud%;:t
for 1998-99 financial year
saying that mt}dfrnisﬂtlnn ﬂf
the military is necessary since
it plays a good role in UN peace-
keeping.

"Part of the increase (in mil-
itary expenditure) is due to
salaries. The rest is to mod-
ernise it. Our military played a
good role in peace-keeping. So,
the increase is fully justified,”
said the finance minister reply-
ing to a question at a post-bud-
get press conference al the NEC
auditorium yesterday.

It was pointed out that when
the Awami League government

See Page 12 Col 4
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- BNPPP meet told
Budget to
Increase
poverty

By Staff Correspondent

By Staff Correspondent

BNP has said the proposed
budget for fiscal 1998-99 is "a
very ordinary one, without any
newness.”

The budget will not help re-
duce poverty in the country.
Rather it will worsen the situa-
tion due to imposition of fresh
taxes, the BNP Parliamentary
Party (BNPPP) observed at a
mcftin%llaat night.

ng newsmen while the
meetin was still on, Chief
Whip ol the Opposition Khan-
dakar Delwar Hossain said they
were hopeful of attending the
budget session when it resumes
lomorrow.

The BNP lawmakers did not
attend the parliament session
on Thursday when the 1998-99
budget was placed.

Chaired by BNP chief and
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(-8 stops loans to

LONDON, June 12: The
world’'s leading industrial na-
tions, acting on US proposal,
decided today to deny loans to
India -and Pakistan in retalia-
tion for their nuclear tests, re-
ports AP.

Loans for humanitarian
urposes would be excluded
rom the boycott, the foreign
ministers meeting to discuss
the nuclear crisis in South Asia
decided.

US Secretary of State
Madeleine Mhrigf‘;t urged the
other nations to refrain from
nuclear cooperation with India
and Pakistan.

"Our meeting sends the mes-
sage that the world community
is united not just in outrage and
dismay but ln action.” Al right
said, referring to nuclear
weapons tests conducted last
month by the two countries.

By choosing to test, India
and Pakistan have diminished
their security and damaged
their prestige. Albright said at a
meeting with the foreign minis-

India, Pakistan

ters of Britain, Germany, Rus-
si.3, Italy, Japan, France and
Cezwmnada.

Calling for unity, Albright
sa:|ld relations with India and
Pa kistan "must not dri[t back
int: b business as usual." One way
she: proposed was coordinating
vot s at world financial institu-
tioris to postpone cunslrieratlun
of lnans except for those "that

met 't basic human needs."

[.ast week, the World Bank
pos!poned two loans worth
mor e than 206 million dollars
to Inidia, bringing to more than
1 billion dollars the amo unt de-
laye: because of the South
Asian nation's recent nuclear
tests

Tiie crisis competeil with
ethnic bloodshe i1y the
Balk:ans for the attentior: of the
foreijgin ministers.

tleir immediate goal, in a
comniunique to India and Pak-
istan. was a detailed appeal to
freeze their nuclear pro-
gramunes and refrain from de-

See Page 12 Col 3

(Gas supply from
Sangu-1 begins

By Special Correspondent

The country's first off-shore
gasfield, Sangu-1, started
transmission of gas to the na-
tional grid yesterday.

The gasfield off Chittagong
coast, developed by the Cairn
Ener Plc-led consortium,
start roduction just over two
years after it was discovered..

had been a flow of 20 million
cubic feetl to the national grid
yesterday when supply began at
12-30 pm.

Another 20 mecft is likely to
be added today. By Sunday, "we
expect to pump 60 mcft to the
system,” a Cairn source said.

But Petrobangla is not will-
ing to take more than 60 mecit
dajtljy as its system is not yet
ready, sources said. .

owever, the flow is likely
ease its burden of kee Ipm‘g lhr:

‘national grid in ful

providing much-needed gaa
supply to the power stations
and KAFCO and CUFL at Chit-
tagong.

. the schedul

According to sources, theré’

Cairn said in a statement
yesterday production is antici-
pated to fluctuate up to and
around 160 million standard
cubic feet of gas per day during

n period.

Petrobangla officials could
not be reached for comment.
Nor there was any announee-
ment from the state-owned
company.

The news about commernce-
ment of the gas flow from
Sangu-1 came from London
when Cairn Chief Executive Bill
Gammel announced it.

There was a delay of nearly
one month in linking the na-
tional grid with the Sangu de-
livery point at Chilimpur near
Chittagong.

A hitch between Petrobangla
and Cairn over measuring the
gas supphiéd and some lechni-
calities delayed the first flow,
scheduled on May 17.

Trouble started after Cairn

See Page 12 Col 3

MCCI hails 'progressive_

features' in budget

Star Business Report

The Metropolitan Chamber
of Commerce and Industries
has hailed the "many progres-
sive features” in the budpget pro-
posals, which it has called
growth-oriented rather than
targeted at "mere” revenue col-
lection.

In a formal reaction to the
finance minister's budget
speech on Thursday, the Cham-
ber. however, said continued
increase in expenses on unpro-
ductive heads was a matter of
concern. It called for reforms to
reap full gains from fiscal in-
centives proposed in the budget.

The MCCI said it had ex-
pected a general reduction in
corporate tax and that it would
like to see the proposal to im-
pose VAT on construction ma-
terials reviewed.

“The 1998-99 budget pre-
sented by Finance Minister S A

Get Your Copy NOW!

Che ln]g Star
World Cup 98 Special

Issue has hit the
stands! 48 pages, 2
Colour Posters. Pac-

ked with info and pic-

fures.

AVAILABLE AT:
Book Point, 14, Aziz
Super Market, Shah-
bag, Dhaka/ Sandesh,
16, Aziz Super Ma-
rket, Shahbag, Dhaka,
Phone: 869902/News

Dhaka-1209/Jonaki,

ﬁiar Office
ment), House No.

R/A, Phone: 866771-4

Corner, 5/3, Shahbag
Biponi Bitan, Dhaka-
1000, Phone: 868908/Srijoni Book Stall,
Kamalapur Railway Station, Dhaka/ Sahitya

Prokash, Pritom Bhaban, 42, Tepkhana Road,
Dhaka/Sagar Publishers, New Baily
Phone: 408114/Gyankosh, Dhanmondi, Road No:
4, Dhaka-1205 & Sobhanbag
Dhaka

Phone: 863391, 861191 (Ext. 8565)/Kiosk, The Pan
Pacific Sonargaon Hotel,
4738)/The Earnest Ltd. (Book Stall), Zia Internatio-
nal Airport, Floor No: 1, Dhaka and also at The Bily
(Advertlsemfﬁnt!ﬁrculatlcm Depart-
1, Road No. 3, Dhanmondi

Road, Dhaka,

Madrasa Market,
Sheraton Hotel,

Phone: 811641 (Ext.

DON’T MISS

ITlr

M S Kibria has many progres-
sive features, indicating an em-
phasis on fiscal policy for eco-
nomic growth rather than
merely revenue collection.

"We assume that the finance
minister has targeted a growth
rate of 6.3 per cent for 1998-99

1

6 to 9 month run-.

+ Fu:med down by a

Leading chambers including
FBCCI and Foreign Chamber
will give their formal re-
Ppunnen today. See Business

e for reaction from other
chamheru and trade associa-
tions.

as prn]jccted in the Fifth Five
Year Plan, We congratulate the
minister for having accepted a
fairly challenging target,”
MCCI said.

“The finance minister held
several pre-budget meetings
with various chambers and as-
sociations. We are pleased to see
that many of the suggestions
from the MCCI and others are
reflected in the budget.

"We welcome the various
measures to boost industrial
growth and export such as re-
duction of duties on raw mate-
rials and intermediate goods,
continuation of 25 per cent sup-
port for textile exports, concrete
measures to address the prob-
lem of sick industry, expﬂrt
support to jute industry, incen-

See Page 12 Col 7

Parveen placed
on five-day

remand
By Staff Correspondent

Parveen, one of the six per-
sons allegedly involved in
Shazneen murder on April 23,

was placed on a five-day re-
mand yesterday for interroga-
tion.

A CID team. along with uni-
formed policewomen, produced
Parveen before the Chief
Metropolitan™ Magistrate's.
Court in the afternoon, praying
for seven days’ remand. |

Parveen was arrested on
Thursday. She worked as a do-
mestic help at the Gulshan resi-
dence of Shazneen's father, Lat-
ifur Rahman. Shazneen was
killed at their residence at

See Page 12 Col 7

AL leader shot
dead in Kushtia

" From Our Correspondents,

KUSHTIA, Jun 12:
Awami League

An
leader was

oup of out-
awed party members under
Harinarayanpur Union of
Sadar Thana yesterday.

The victim, Abdur Rashid
Master, 40, President of Hari-
narayanpur union Awami
League was shot at point blank
range while he was taking tea at
a stall. He died on the spot

Hearing gunshols, police
from nearby outpost rushed to
the spot. But lht terrorists fled
the scene by firing shots.

Police recovered the body
and sent it to Kushtia General
Hospital for autopsy.

Kushtia District Awami
League condemned the murder

demanded exemplary pun-
ishment to the killers.

The body of Abdur Rashid
Master was buried at his village
at Abdalpur this afternoon.

Businessman
murdered
in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, June 12: A
businessman was stabbed to
death by a group of unidentified
assailants in the city last night.

The victim was identified as
Mohammad Selim, 28, a ce-
ment dealer of Majhirghat. The
attackers intercepted him near
Barek Building in Doublemoor-
ing thana at about 7 pm when,
he was travelling in a rickshaw.

The gang took him off
autorickshaw. Later, his
was found near a dustbin at
Rashid Huﬂdini crossing. The
body bore marks of multiple
stah injuries, police said.

Police also arrested three
suspects in this connection.

| a Saudi team whu rarely t

Denmark's Brian Laudmup, centre, is challenged by Saudi Arabia's Khﬂlld al- MU]EWld left, -
and Abdullah Zubromawi during the group C match at the Felix Bollaert Stadium in Lens

yesterday.

Rieper's match-winning header

LENS (France), June 12: De-
fender Marc Rieper showed his
strikers the way to goal today
by heading Denmark to a 1-0
World Cup victory over Saudi

Arabia, rts AP,
ﬁft:r be Sang and Martin
Jorgensen had both squandered

easy chances, the 30-year-old
center-back powered home a
header from Brian Laudrup's
cross in the 68th minute.

Michael Laudrup, Brian's
older brother and the only cur-
rent Danish player to play in
his team's only other World Cup
appearance 12 years ago, made
his 100th outing and was re-
warded with victory as captain
of the lineup.

But the Danes should have
won by a bigger margin against

' WORLD CUP '98

Today's matches

Group D
Spain vs N uria, 6:30 pm BST
roup E
South Korea vs Mexico 9:30
BST

pm
Holland vs Belgium 1:00 am

Can Tangail-Joydevpur road bear
traffic load aﬂ‘erJIHB opens?

One of the single-lane bridges between Tangail and
Joydevpur near Mirzapur. — Star photo by Anisur Rahman

By Mnrahed Ah Khan back from Tangail

The 62-kilometre road from
Tangail to the Joydevpur inter-
section is not gnﬂd enough to
even accommodate half the
volume of traffic which usually
plies on the Dhaka-Aricha road
now.

The bulk of the 2,000 vehi-
cles that ply on the Dhaka-
Aricha road everyday, are ex-
pected to share the near-dilapi-
dated Tangail-Joydevpur road
along with local traffic after the
Bangabandhu bridge, the
world's eleventh largest bridge,
is opened connecting the east-
ern part of the country with the
western and the northern parts.

Experts ap JJrchend frequent
accid:nts and massive traffic
ams on the road after the
L"E‘ﬁ: is opened on June 23.

ere are 13 single-lane
bridges and 'several’ others are
too old to bear heavy load. The
road, passing through town-

ships and vi e markets, is
ﬂhOI:.It 20 feet H\Eidu or less at

See Page 12 Col 1
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ened Peter Schmeichel in the
Danish goal.

The Danes had a great
chance to take an 18th minute
lead when Morten Wieghorst
climbed above the Saudi De-
fence to meet a free kick and
head the ball into the d
area. But Sand, with only the

—AP/UNR photo

'keeper to beat, prodded: the ball

over the bar from eight tnetres.
Jurgcns:n wasted inother

E ng in the 32riid when

udrup sliced open the
Saudi defence with an angled,

forward pass. But the 1Udinese
striker, well clear of the de-

See Page 12 Col 4
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India proposes
Pakistan to
reopen talks
on June 22

NEW DELHI, Jun 12:
today announced it would re-
lauch official talks with arch-
rival Pakistan this month after
Islamabad agreed to drop a call
for outside mediation to solve
their long-standing differences,
report agencies,

A Foreign Ministry
spokesman here said the talks
between the two countries,
which carried out rival nuclear
tests last month, were planned
jor June 22.

A government statement
s#aid: "For this purpose, we in-
vite an official delegation led by
the Foreign Secrftar}r of Pak-
istan to visit New Delhi on June
22, 1998,

"We received yesterday a re-
sponse from Pakistan to our
proposals given to them in Jan-
wary this year regarding the
niodalities of the official dia-
logue between the two countries.

See Page 12 Col 5

Soccer fans attack
power sub-stations
in Chittagong

CHITTAGONG, June 12: An-
Fured by power failure, soccer
ans who were watching World
Cup match on TV attacked the
Pahartali and Jalalabad power
sub-stations on Thursday
night, reports UNB.

Official source said many
parts of the city plunged into
darkness at 10 pm as produc-
tion in one of the units of
Rouzan power station stopped
due to mechanical fault.

PDB sources said Chittagon
needs 320 mw electricity during
peak hour, but on Thursday it
only received 180 mw following
the breakdown.

The agitated football-lovers

See Page 12 Col 3

(Charge-sheet in
Rubi murder

case 1n 2 days
By Staff Correspondent

India

“The Detective Braneh (DE] of —

police is likely to submit charge
sheet in Rubi murder case in
two days, police sources said
last night.

Rubina Akter alias Rubi, 25,
who along with her three-year-
old daughter Mahisa li in a
third floor flat at Shantinagar
in the city, was stabbed to death
allegedly by Samad, a domestic
servant at another flat in the
same building, on May 29,

Police investigation revealed
See Page 12 Col 8
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Rajuk’s rejoinder

Rajuk has said the news item
headlined "55 gossip at Rajuk;
draw salaries” published in The
Daily Star on April 4 did not
represent facts.

In a rejoinder, Rajuk said,
the UNDP aided project ended
in June 1996 and the BIllztla:m.
package "Structure Plan, Mas-
ter Plan and Detailed Area
Plan™ was agprnv:d by the gov-
ernment gazetted in August

See Page 12 Col 2
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