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Don't Take the People
for Fools

ng to obstruct the opposition parties’ motor-
ized long march was undemocratic, contrary to the
romise of AL chief and Prime Minister Sheikh
asina and opposed to the norms and practices of
rule of law. We clearly and unambiguously con-
demn the setting up of road blocs by the ruling
party workers and supporters. By this act the rul-
ing party has given rise to the following three ques-
tions in the public mind: that regardless of what it
says in public AL does not believe in allowing the
opposition its democratic rights; that even when
the chief herself gives an assurance it is not credi-
ble; and finally that the AL will do anything, even
break the law (blocking a highway is nothing short
of breaking the law), to harass the opposition. As a
result what would otherwise have been a 24-hour
event and one of limited political siﬁnificance has
now been turned into a something far larger with
greater political repercussions and impact on the
public mind.

We also find the AL's attempt to blame the road
blocks on BNP's factionalism as nothing less than
laughable. Our report on how the barricades were
put up clearly points out its premeditated and or-
ganised nature and also gives a fair indication as
to the people responsible for it. Another issue of
equal significance is the blow to the credibility of
the person and the office of the Prime Minister.
She made a public statement that the opposition’s
so-called long march will not be hindered and that
she will leave it to the people to judge whether such
a march was good for the country or not. Now that
it is clear that her party cadres and supporters set
up the barricades where does Sheikh Hasina's per-
sonal credibility stand? What were two AL MPs do-
ing on the barricaded roads but trying to incite the
people to oppose the so-called long marchers? Yes,
we understand that the ruling party also has
its right to make counter propaganda about the
event, but to do so on the very route of the long
march itself constitutes nothing less than
provocation for trouble. The PM had said her party
would not obstruct the march. How can that be
reconciled with the activities of many AL leaders,
especially of the two MPs who participated in the
barricade?

As we had stated several times in this column
that the opposition be allowed to do its thing and
let the people judge who is right and who is wrong.
As the AL never tires in claiming that people are
behind the CHT Treaty, then what is there to be
worried about. Let the opposition make its case in
whatever lawful form it can. We hope we see no rep-
etition of yesterday's events in the future.

Regional Atmosphere

The sense of relief is as benign as it is pervasive.
Despite speculations to the contrary that nuclear
tests by India and Pakistan might have wrecked
the prospects for Colombo SAARC Summit, the
much-coveted event seems firrtily on'course. Defi-
| nite~dates have been-annowieed foeib— July 20-22,
{ to be precise — albeit in consultation with heads of
1 sovernment and state of the SAARC eountries. In-

ia has officially confirmed that Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee would attend the Summit.

Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif is all set to
do likewise as confirmed by the country's Foreign
Minister Gohar Ayub. Gohar has also strongly in-
dicated that Prime Ministers of India and Pak-
istan are to meet on the sidelines of the SAARC
Summit with much more than customary impor-
tance being attached to such an encounter this time
round. For one thing, this will be their first per-
son-to-person interactlon not only since their in-
duction into power but also after the nuclear tests
which gave a new meaning to Indo-Pak equations.
For the other, this is going to happen against the
backdrop of expressed willingness on both sides to
re-start the dialogue in what we deem to be a highly
charged political milieu. They have on the agenda
nuclear situation and Kashmir.

While the region turns to Colombo summit for a
sustenance of the economic cooperation process
and, very importantly, for a de-escalation of ten-
sions rising in South Asia since the atomic tests,
mediatory efforts of smaller countries to bring In-
dia and Pakistan closer should also be welcomed.
Vajpayee has offered Sheikh Hasina who has ven-
tured to help ease the tension that he would be
‘happy to receive her shortly'. A positive response
is also likely from Islamabad.

BBC World Service reported that Balbir Singh,
an alleged Indian spy arrested some seven years
ago in Pakistan has been executed by the authori-
ties there. Pakistan had also seen the hand of India
in the plane hijack incident and accused Indian in-
telligence of ljanting a bomb in a train which met
with an accident the other day. These are not part
of good atmospherics, such niggling things are bet-
ter avoided.

Out Two-strokes

Wednesday's press reported Sonali Bank as 'sus-
pending’ a loan it had approved to an autorickshaw
drivers' co-op for importing 5,000 three-wheelers.
Sonali Bank's was a part of a Tk 50-crore loan the
co-op wanted to raise from a consortium of four
banks. But our confidence in the top men of our top
banks have been rudely shaken by first, their
flouting of a specific and unambiguous ban on
loans to defaulters and then giving a damn to the
environmental concerns of the society and the
state. That for them to withdraw from supporting
the import only under pressure from press, will
remain a scandalous scar on the banking history
of this nation.

With the same emphasis we want the govern-
ment to immediately ban import of leaded
petroleum. Otherwise the action against the three-
wheelers will be reduced to a silly and fruitless ex-
ercise,

Even after a foolproof halt to the entry of new
two-stroke autos, 30 thousand of such machines
will continue to screen out sunlight and poison the
lungs in Dhaka. We must take up a programme of
seeing the last of these machines not only in
Dhaka but in the whole of Bangladesh — in five
years.

What kind of vehicles may fill in the void cre-
ated by the autorickshaw exit? Maybe autos pow-
ered by four-stroke engines, maybe more innova-
tions like the maxis. And more and more city
buses, to be sure. Let all genuine drivers of the autos
get the first preference in the huge recruitment the
| new vehicles will need.
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Sino-Indian Relations: Reliving the Past?

EN India conducted its
‘ N ?undergmund nuclear
tests on May 11 and 13,

1998, there were justifiable
apprehensions about a possible
revival of Sino-Indian
acrimony. Sino-Indian re-
lations have had its ups and
downs, more downs than ups, so
to speak. The brief Hindi Chini
Bhai Bhai and panch shila pe-
riod ended with a border war in
1962, The situation stalemated
during the post-1962 period,
relations between the two
countries remained cool with
periodic border skirmishes and
minor diplomatic protests.

But then it began to improve
since early 1980s beginning
with upgrading of diplomatic
relations to ambassador level
and subsequent initiative of a
process of negotiations through
talks, culminating into Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi's visit to
Beijing in 1988. Since then
there have been qualitative
changes in Sino-Indian rela-
tions. Both countries have con-
cluded a limited border agree-
ment. There has been high level
exchange of visits and all indi-
cators were pointed towards
better and improved relations
between the two Asian giants.

But recent development i.e.
depicting China, as ‘enemy’
number one for whom India
needed to go nuclear, would
certainly have some reElercus-
sions on the strategic thinking
in Beijing. The development
has force Bei{ing to reappraise
its decades-old alliance with
Pakistan, a 10-year effort to
better Indian relations, and re-
cent commitments to combat
nuclear nonproliferation and
not to test nuclear warheads.
While appraising its South
Asian policy, Beijing has
wamed New Delhi that it would
forego its policy to improve ties
with India if its leaders keep
demonizing China as the re-
gion's real threat. And with an
interval of nearly two decades
Chinese Furci%n Ministry also
accused New Delhi of seeking
‘hegemony’ in the region by us-
ing its nuclear card. China usu-

YCHOPHANTCY and
Sl‘]attery are though

synonymous the former is
more vicious and obtrusive
than the latter. Both however,
have the notoriety ol being a
devastating art to beguile the
mental up-keeping of the
subject. Even the known hard-
hearted person, openly de-
testing infatuation or cajoling
of any kind can be trapped in
the snare. His pretentious
firmness to withstand the un-
couth: ramblings of a sycho-
phant, can soon vanish in the
+hin airs Ha an anguacded mo-
ment. He fails to r;;nllzc ti::atﬂg
trech C in aye
nrr?ch*i :ﬁ]@?‘u’%’lgﬂl}ﬁ}dn&s %Ev::{ he
realization the damage shall
have been done already and
there is no way to retract. In-
deed it turns out to be a very
costly cﬁamhlt beyond repair.

And again sychophantcy is a
pseudonym for pampfril‘l%, hu-
man ego. It is a conscious bid to
stir up the inner mind of one
who is otherwise forbidden by a
sense of insecurity within and
hence cannot freely express
himself about many an inner
urge. Silently he looks for a
window and the sychophant
around instantly seizes the
chance in unmistakable man-
ner. Sometimes he succeeds and
sometimes he doesn't at the
first venture. Nevertheless, he
just keeps his eyes {ixed on his
target and awaits weaker mo-
ments 1o reap the projected
dividend. .

Stooges are yet another pe-
culiar type of sychophant. But
in their cases the element of wit

lays a concurrent role with
Hauery. Say. the legendary
‘Gopal Bhar' in the court of Ma-
haraja Krishra Chandra of Kr-
ishnanagar, Nadia. This little
plumpy pumpkin-like creature
with ]ﬁis protruding or rather,
bulging tummy shall atonce
rouse laughter for his clownish
countenance. However. when he
is seen in discourse with any
other human being of his time,

President Jiang Zemin blamed India for increasing tensions in South Asia. And when Islamabad exploded

its nuclear devices Chinese reactions lo it had been one of regrets only.

ally reserves the word ‘hege-
mony' for enemy countries.
Naturally questions have been
raised about the likely policy
options Beijing is going to adopt
with regard to India. Will they
begin r:llvtnE their past? Or
would there be a new and al-
tered relationship between the
two?

During the first three
decades of China's indepen-
dence its South Asian policy
had been greatly motivated
from its perceived threats of
encirclement from the South,
initially through Western al-
liance system led by U.S. impe-
rialism, and subsequently by
cooperation between Soviet re-
visionists and U.S. imperial-

ists. It is this lear of encir-
clement and closing in its

soulthern border through the re-
gional proxies that South Asia
and Indian Ocean emerged to be
of vital strategic importance in
its defense and counter-encir-
clement policy. At the initial
stage the policy had been ad hoc
and incremental.

Its initial attempt was to
forge an informal alliance with
India, which was reciprocated
by the latter, There were no
dearths of goodwill between the
two. When China as an
independent country in 1949,
after centuries of western dom-
ination, and rose like a phoenix
from the ashes of years of civil
war, there were great enthusi-
asm :;u'ru::-ggl the Afro-Asian
countries. Those were the days
of non-alignment movement,
Afro-Asian solidarity and
Afro-Asian conferences. India
and China even with different
ideological and socio-economic
systems moved towards a closer
relationship. Prime Minister
Nehru welcomed China's emer-
gence as the greatest event in
Asia’'s history while Chairman
Mao despite his declaration
that there were only two camps-
-so-called Socialist and Impe-
rialist — and no such camp as

Non-Aligned one of which
Nehru was the champion, Sino-
Indian closer relationship was
formalized through the agree-
ment of 1950, But contest for
Asia's leadership was to act as a
catalyst in testing their so-
called Hindi Chini Bhai Bhai
relationship.

As the relationship with
India soured following the
Sino-Indian war of 1962 it
shifted its attention to Pak-
istan which has emerged to be
its strongest regional ally. The
underlying factors such as Bei-
jing's bitter rift with erstwhile
Soviet Union and its perceived

threats from the Jlatter
prompted it to adopt a policy to
maintain a precarious balance

between India and Pakistan

between India China compelled
Beijing to maintain similar
policy options with a certain
nuance toward normalization
with India. The linchpin of this
rocess has been Beijing's el
orts to have a stable relation-
ship with India without, how-
ever, abandoning Islamabad.
Such policy calls for not only
strategic understanding be-
tween China and India but also
between New Delhi and Islam-
abad. Only then defense of its
southern Hank seemed plausi-
ble. Obviously the natural
corollary has been to encourage
Pakistan to resolve ils out-
standing bilateral issues in-
cluding Kashmir peacefully and
thrﬂuiz,h dialogue. Reduced re-
gional tensions and a stable
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and prevent the emergence of
India-controlled South Asia in
order to preclude Soviet pene-
tration into the subcontinent. .
It thus aided Pakistan with mil-
itary. diplomatic and moral
support. It even demonstrated
its willingness to intervene in
case Pakistan's territorial in-
tegrity and very survival were
at stakes as it did during the
Indo-Pakistan war of 1965. As
such alliance with Pakistan
and its sophisticated multi-
faceted policy of developing
friendly relations with other
South Asian states have all
been to maintain balance ol
power in the region.

But with even the disinte-
gration of Soviet Union and
consequent decline of Soviet
hegemonies the inherent ri-
valry and mutual suspicions

South Asia help Beijing divert-
ing its limited resources for its
ot

er pressing requirements
like its economic and military

modernization. As such Beijing
has been an enthusiastic sup-
porter of the initiatives for the
establishment of regional secu-
rity regimes and cooperation
arrangements. In line of the
same thinking Beijing has
gwcn unmitigated support for
AARC,

Isn't it not then discernible
why Beijing reacted so strongly-
to India's nuclear explosions
and its recent demonisation of
China? A destabilized South
Asia and the revival of its en-
emy image in India have been
too upsetting for Beijing. India's
nuclear tests, as one Chinese
loreign policy expert pointed,
rattled through Beijing's nor-

mall lumbf:rinf foreign policy
establishment like an atomic
shock wave.' Since the incident
drastically altered the regional
strategic balance, something
Beijing is not dyet ready to ac-
cept, it called for policy ap-
praisal.

The altered policy, as such,
has been a combination of con-
tinued policy of maintaining a
balance of power but at the
same time not overtly gettin
involved into subcontinenta
affairs. And belying any appre-
hensions Chinese policy mak-
ers demonstrated prudence and
preferred to act as a responsible
international actor instead of
going alone policy. Its reactions
came three days after the Indian
explosions and after criticizing
New Delhi strongly for
destabilizing the region, it
urged international community
to restraint the former from en-
tering into a dangerous arms
race. Further evidence of Bei-

jing's role as an emergent in-

ternational actor was forth-
coming when President Jiang
Zemin told Agence France-
Presse chairman Jean Miot
that Beijing would not resume
any retaliatnrg nuclear testing
i.e. it would be abided by its
nonproliferation commit-
ments.

However, after demonstrat-
ing its international obliga-
tions, it is back as a balancer in
regional security concerns no
matter how reluctantly. Presi-
dent Jiang Zemin in the same
meeting blamed India for in-
creasing tensions in South
Asia. And when Islamabad ex-
ploded its nuclear devices its
reactions to it had been one of
regrets only. Implicit in this
development is the fact that
Beijing's alleged refusal of a nu-
clear umbrella to Islamabad
when its foreign secretary made
a dashing visit to China made
latter's nuclear testing a fait ac-
compli something for which
former had a sympathetic un-

Of Sychophants and Stooges

by Kazi Alauddin Ahmed

We wish Sheikh Hasina be cautious on all proposals for favour, more intently when they reffzte to her family
members or near relations. She must remove the haze that is mischievously clouding the
commitment to transparency that she started with.

we find an unending reservoir
of both subtle and blunt witti-
cism. The Maharaja tnja-:jrys his
company so much that after ev-
ery single feat of wit, fine or
grossly uncouyth, he dispenses
rewdrds to the stéoge. Ehgl
flourishes with Maharaja's lav-
drt in

Gopal Bhar's counterp

5
Turkey Nasiraddims Hodja is =, in bureay

more philosophic than the In-
dian. He seems to have been en-
joying his subtle anecdotes
that, at times, send the behold-
ers to their wit's end. Hodja pre-
sents a sort of rc%a.'lit}r inspite of
his very humble living. He lives
in the hearts of people around
without longing for any pa-
tronage from Royal palaces or
aristocratic forts.

Practically, the aforenoted
two legendary figures, despite
their being consigned to cen-
tury-old history. do. even to
this day. keep on entertaining
the readers. Their innocent
skits of yonder vears send rifl»-
ples of laughter through the
minds of young and old alike.
So harmless they have been
that they will remain in the
human memory indelibly for-
ever,

Sychophants of our time. on
the contrary, beln%ln a totally
different specie. ey do not
possess the finesse of their his-
torical precursors, rather, they
thrive on crude and often vulgar
action and expression. Barring
those in the social scenario, the
ones in the political arena have
proved themselves so obtrusive
and vicious as would ar any
description. Playing on human
epgo has been their most reward-
ing pastime. Their tools of op-
eration have been taking ad-
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vantage of the intellectual
shortcomings. lack of knowl-
edge. known state of hardship
financially, innate urge to buiid
fortune while in power. There is
yet another group who derives
ddyilish pleasure in misleading

could obtain favours born of his
innocence. Simple and unsus-

ting as he was, Bangabandhu
could have been trapped into
many a mischievous acf by a
num{»er of people around him.
His difference with the versatile
Tajuddin Ahmed was the result

others bz way of subtle pamper-
?-u.nd' o up the emotions. -pf the-shrewd contnivance of
i

and po-.
cal leadership sychophants'
are ever active, They often reap
dividends at b{ﬁ stakes sharing
the booties with the dispensers
of out of the way favours.
Sometimes, they enjoy exclu-
sive gains when the sources of
such favours are averse to any
unearned income. But they al-
low themselves to be freely used
and are often cajoled into ac-
tion. Their number is however,
too small to be reckoned with.

It is true though sad that the
large-hearted father of the na-
tion Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman was surrounded
{)}" many a sychophant, pre-
cisely. some touts who used to
boast of the credit to get any-
thing done from the great
leader. In Pakistan days Avub
Khan enjoyed the boot-lickin
Abdul Monem Khan who coul
go to any extent to please his ...
Hujoor” and thus earned the
infamy of a 1egenda:g stooge of
the lowest order. By nature
Sheikh Mujib was a very open-
hearted person and ever-sym-
pathetic with anybody having
genuine or fake pleas of being
economically handicapped.
And whosoever could play with
his emotions were seen to have
achieved their material goals at
ease. Inspite of his being incor-
ruptible in the truest sense of
the term, so-called inner circle

some leaders of Pé*ﬁ?fﬁi Lei-hguc*
whom Mr Tajuddin seldom
Ii{lecrl'l"his w;é, 11;11'31::111:-;,1I_-,:;ll;l‘ne
most malevolent damage done
to the image of the great leader
beyond repair.

The sychophants plalyed
their subtle role to create a life-
long disaffection between the
two closest leaders. It is con-
ceivable how Mr Tajuddin
Ahmed was distanced from
Bangabandhu and who was the
main contriver to play one
against the other through the
sychophants around the great
Sheikh Mujib. It is unlikely one

may imagine that the
'Chanal?ra' (the legendary
shrewd diplomat) was Khond-

ker Mustaque and his confi-
dants may be Shah Muazzem, K
M Obaidur Rahman, Taherud-
din Thakur and a few others.
Their subsequent joining hands
with Mushtaque in his Demo-
cratic league bear some testi-
mony of this conlention.

| presume that the people of
the country who had been
longing for a change received
Awami League Government as a
welcome augury. The maiden
speeches of the Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina also squarely
echoed public sentiments. Her
commitments to the people and
their fulfilment in phases had
been expected. She started so
very well that it created lot of
enthusiasni. Her open declara-

tion. "I have lost everything and
I have nothing more to have ex-
cepting the love of the people..."
was though born of the hideous
tragedy of August 15, 1975 and
naturally surcharged by human
emotion, invaked  tremgndotis

ublic sympathies. She was

- - and composed to
bl;“ﬁei:owll P"-‘ &0

. sBut perhaps the sychophanis
soon reactivated themselves to

have the worst out of her emo-

tions to which she appears to

have been getting gradually

subservient. The flair of her in-
tellect, precisely her wisdom at
the initial days seems to have
been losing the sharp edge and

being blunted. The naming or

renaming of a number of public

institutions besides after
Bangabandhu, her mother and
even after her own name be-

hoves literal replication of sim-
ilar stale gambles of her prede-

cessor governments. And more
pitiably. the name of the father
of the nation or his title
'‘Bangabandhu’ is being so freely
used even for a super market, is
considered more defiling the
image of the leader. His return
from Pakistani jail on 10th
January, 1972 was indeed an
auspicious day for our jubila-
tion and when the return of his
daughter to Bangladesh from
abroad is celebrated ceremoni-
ously today the importance of
the first one is automatically
lost to an extent in my estima-
tion. Still then, she has been
pampered into accepting the
civic reception and profuse
ovation by the speakers. Mo-
mentarily, she appeared to have
forgotien Bangabandhu's day of
return allowing the people an
unsavoury opportunity to com-

.not by, the u |
« tion of the stodges around. © -

derstanding. In the same token
it should be mentioned that
China would not in any way get
embroiled in regional conflicts
saving if there is a nuclear war
between India and Pakistan. It
is, thus, imperative for China to
encourage India, on whom it
has not much leverage, and
Pakistan, its regional ally, to
enter into disarmmament talks
and go for the eventual solution
of Kashmir bilaterally.

From all possible indica-
tions it is evident that though
there has been a damper on im-
proved Sino-Indian relations,
thanks to the rhetoric of Indian
defense minister George Fer-
nandes and subsequent nucle-
arization by New Delhi, the sit-
uation would never reach to a
point where there can be a reliv-
ing of their past. Both countries
realize the need for improved
bilaleral relations despite their
mutual misgivings about Indian
Ocean and Beijing's close link
with Islamabad. Already there
has been substantital back
tracking in India from demo-
nizing China. Within the Indian
Parliament the BJP gov-
ernment is increasingly coming
under heat for its use of China
threat in deciding to have nu-
clear explosions. And Prime
Minister Vajpayee said that In-
dia did not want a 'confronta-
tion' with China but a 'relation-
ship in which both sides were
responsive to each other's con-
cerns.' He further told Parlia-
ment in a written reply that In-
dia sought 'friendly, coopera-
tive and a mutually beneficial
relationship with China.’ Bei-
jing is closely watching the gov-
erning coalition government's
intentions. But most likely fu-
ture scenario would be contin-
uation of its close link with
Pakistan and endeavours to
keep a lid on further escalation
of tensions with India through
verbal or actual actions, and al-
tered strategies in order to get
back on the track of normal-
ization process with New Delhi.
There would be no reverting
back acrimony, like that of the
past, between the two.

pare the two events. Palpably,
such ridiculous incidence has
been the crude manipulations
of the sychophants around.

I do not know why the cere-
monial felicitation of Sheikh
Hasina on the floor of Jatiya
Sangsad in the last session ap-
peared to me again an intem-
perate attempt at defiling her
otherwise serene image in the

ublic mind. 1 would rather let
er remain ever glowing in our
memories by her good deeds —
ed infatua-

- Another recent news in a
vernacular daily has beén(dis-
tressing to me. It was about a

sible returnsof,an ex-Awami
eaguer, now a JP leader, to fill
in a cabinet minister's position.
The intriguing news gave an
impression that a hectic lobby-
ing was on (allegedly at family
level) to get him back on condi-
tion that he would get a slot in
the cabinet as a full minister.

This is ridiculous and is most
likely to damage the moral of
many other seli-less workers in
the party having no relation
with any particular lamilv. A
‘deserter’ is a 'deserter’ for all
times and there cannot be an
earthly reason for giving suc
an unusual deal to his advan-
tage, which a deserter can never
deserve, We recall that in the
matter of givlnﬁ nomination to
JS seats there had been a lot of
row over certain act of
‘favouritism’ to relations ex-
cluding old, dedicated party
workers /leaders.

We remember how Banga-
bandhu did once sharply react
to some suggestions of a number
of flatterers feigning his well-
wishers and how he expressed
his hatred ... We wish Sheikh
Hasina be cautious on all pro-
posals for favour. more intently
when they relate to her family
members or near relations. She
must remove the haze that is
mischievously clouding the
commitment to transparency
that she started with,

A high-way code

Sir. | feel that you have been
to quick to readily thank the
government for introduction of
2000 taxis. Arlual:.:‘y. what is
long awaited and urgently
needed is nol taxis but some
sort of semblance of discipline
and traffic order on the roads,

We desperately need a clear
high-way code of conduct and
vigorous enforcement of it
without any fear or favour.

Aator Aali
USA

Rapes on the rise!

Sir. A weekly in its editorial
specified the reasons for rise in
rape cases. Unfortunately and
wrongly. it was written: “first
among the many reasons is the
closure of the red-light areas
and societies intolerance of
prostitutions...”

[ just wonder and feel hurt
for such writing as It Is very un-
justified. immoral, very una-
thentic and far beyond the real
causes. In our country, for the
last few months, reported rape
cases are about 150 or so. So es-
tablishment of brothels will
not solve problem of rapes. |
think, to reduce the increase in
rapes, apart from serious police
activity, we must reject all types
of pornography. Production of
cinemas of Bangladesh now are
full of sexy items. Most of the
dailies frequently publish rub-
bish pictures of actresses, mod-
els of local and foreign coun-
tries. It 1§ no doubt a violation

of section of Bangladesh Penal
Code.292. So stop pornography
everywhere in the country.

Nilmonilota
Dhaka

Monitoring of S Asia

Sir, The recent atomic tests
in India and Pakistan might
help the big powers to establish
a legitimate foothold in South
Asia for monitoring and pro-
viding security feelers to
smaller nations {SDFA was an
early warning?}.

The two strategically located
small countries are Sri Lanka
and Bangladesh, The former is
already under strife for more
than a decade. for other reasons
more than openly admitted (the
strategic location of SL is ideal
on a global perspective). The
other alternative site is now
Bangladesh — openly. She is an
ln:le:’l1 site for monitoring India,
China, and Myanmar — for ob-
vious reasons. According to
weslern strategy, India and
China have to be kept alive in a
balancing act, It is unbelievable
that the CIA did not know what
was going on in the Rajasthan
desert.

Perhaps Pakistan is the
world's first Islamic nation to
have the nuclear or atomic war-
fare capability; an uncomfort-
able thought, considering that
Islam is now the world's second
largest religion, after the white
man's current domination. The
potentiality cannot be glossed

over: even alter realising that
the nations possessing the nu-
clear warheads are sitting over
judgement and dictating the
global policy to the newcomers.
Someone asked a relevant ques-
tion; why the first atom bombs
were not dropped over Nazi
Germany. rather than on Japan
in Asia.

A lot of international poli-
tics is discernable over the gas
exploration and power genera-
tion tender offers. which now
appear to be more lnut[h than
initially anticipated. The bids
are biting, depending on the an-
gle of the vie int. The super-
powers are showing unusual
interest in anything under
pressure below the surface, and
specially anything which has to
do something with energy.

Ironically lor is it atomi-
cally?] we can sa that
Bangladesh has come of age!

A Husncin
Dhaka.

"Equating India...."
Sir, 1 have the pleasure to
read the excellent write-up by

Kuldip Nayar appearing in The
Daily Star of 2?31 May 98 — 'E-
quating India with BJP-led

coalition.' Kuldip is an eminent
Journalist of this sub-continent
and his in-depth analysis of
BJP versus Indian secularism is
transparent but he did not elab-
orate as to why the ‘desh bhagat’
Vajpayee joined his hand with
Tam bhagat’ Advani? Vajpayee

was once the Foreign Minister
of India and was held in hiﬁh
esteem by many. Perhaps he
forgot the idiom 'if you eat the
cake you won't have it any
more.

Kuldip has raised an-
other important question — do
the hooligans who razed Babri
Masjid to the ground represent
the entire Hindu community? [
wish not; but the fact that BJP
clinched 180 seats in Lock
Sabha this time instead of nnIF
8 seats in the past speaks a dil-
ferent story.

The other interesting quota-
tion of Mohammad Ali Jinnah
as quoted by Kuldip is "... in
course of time Hindus would
cease 1o be Hindus and Muslims
would cease to be Muslims not
in the religious sense because
that is the personal faith of ev-
ery individual but in the politi-
cal sense as citizen of the state.”

If Jinnah admitted that religion
is a personal faith then why did
he raise the useless two-nation
theory and created a truncated
Pakistan uprooting millions of
people from one part of the then
India and migrating to another
part of that country? The
theory was further proved to be
baseless with the emergence of
Bangladesh as an independent
state at the cost ol thirty
million lives most of whom
were Muslims. Even in the
existing Pakistan the Panjabis
nile supreme.

Kuldip has further tried to
funnel through his article that
flundamentalists are there n

India as well as in Pakistan. Let
me draw the circle a little bit
bigger. Fundamentalists are
also in Algiers, in Egypt, in
Turkey, in Afghanistan and in
many more countries of the
globe. Their activities must be
curbed with an iron hand fail-
ing which neither India will
remain India any more nor
Pakistan will remain Pakistan,
I wish both the countries will
correctly read the writings on
the wall for their own sake.

Syed Abu Saleh
170, Malibagh, Dhaka-1217

Cop corruption

Sir. 1 have come to know
through the Internet edition of
the DS that the Home Minister
Mr. Rafiqul Islam has asked the
police officers to keep record of
the people who lobby for a case.
Mr. Islam is a brave freedom
fighter, efficient administrator
and above all an honest and
sincere man. [ have no doubt in
my mind about his sincerity in
combating crime but [ think
that asking the police to report
aboutl “so-called lobbyist” is a
mistake. Police itself is a great
yroblemi  for the people of
langladesh. Their glorious past
of fighting for country's inde-
pendence is overshadowed by
killing, rapes, corruption and
political witchunt. The U.S.
Country report has rightly un-
masked the police of
Bangladesh as an instrument of
OpPression.

When police arrest an inno-

cent person and torture him in
the police station, his relatives
are bound to lobby for his re-
lease, It is an open secret that
police demand and take bribes
with the promise of not to beat
the accused. Lobbying does not
always mean intluence ped-
dling to save a criminal  In
most cases il 1S quite opposite.

Unless and until the police
force is brought under a parti-
san-free "Civil Police Commis-
sion” to oversee its activities,
the police will repress the peo-
ple more in the name of makin
reports against the so-calle
lobbyist.

| remember that last year po-
lice arrested an innocent person
under the instigation of his
business rivals. Police impli-
cated him in a murder case and
beat him badly in the police sta-
tion. When the relatives of the
accused failed to get any justice
they went to the Home Minister,
The Minister was very kind to
listen to their plea and warned
the police not 1o violet the law.
After that police stop beat-
ing and the accused was re-
leased by the court. This is one
of the numerous stories where
the Home Minister himself had
to lobby for the innocent! Can
he stop doing that overnight?

Rezaur Rahman
Montreal Canada




