BNP, Jamaat |

may attend
JS session
today

By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya Sangsad went
into its budfet session yesterday
with the lawmakers of op-
I;;ositiun BNF and Jamaat-e-
slami remaining absent from
the House. -

The Opposition lawmakers
were on a long march towards
the Chittagong Hill Tracts
(CHT) demanding scrapping of
the CHT accord and the laws
passed in the last session of the
parliament for its implementa-
tion. .

However, they are expected
to attend the session today
when the budget for 1998-99 fi-
nancial year is scheduled to be
placed.

Yesterday's sitting began at
10:20, 20 minutes behind
schedule with Speaker Hu-
mayun Rashid Choudhury in

See Page 12 Col 2

Indian cyclone
death toll .

rises to 415

AHMEDABAD, June 10: The
death toll in a ravaging cyclone
that hit coastal regions of the
western Indian state of Gujarat
has climbed to 415, state offi-
cials said today, reports Reuter,

The toll from Tuesday's
storm, the worst to hit India in
25 years, could rise. as many
Feople remain missing and re-
ief workers have to reach
some remote villages.

The death toll was est in
Kutch district, where a 12-foot
tidal wave flooded low-lying ar-

eas near Kandla port, 330 miles
northwest of Bombay.
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Giant balloons fly over the Stade de France during the opening ceremony of the 1998
Soccer World Cup in Saint-Denis yesterday.

— AFP photo

PARIS. June 10: A vibrant
opening ceremony highlighted
by a death-defying acrobatic
stunt heralded the start of the
World Cup finals in front of an
estimated global audience of
two billion people today. re-
ports Reuters.
~ The 25-minute ceremony at
the State de France provided a
light touch of artistic creativity
in contras! to the ponderous
festival of football when giant
cartoon characters lumbered
through the streets of Paris on
Tuesday night.

There were gasps of aston-
ishment from the capacity
crowd of 80,000 when 32 acro-
bats dressed in the colours of
the cnmgﬂng teams were sus-
pended from the roof of the sta-
dium and began performing
tricks in mid-air, supported by
a single rope each.

The support's airs, as they
were dubbed, were professional
trapeze artistes from a Parisian
circus school and they brought
the short show to an impressive
climax after descending 43 me-
tres from the rim of the stadium
roof, the height of a 12-storey
building.

As they returned to the roof
at the end of the show they
trailed huge banners of the fi-
nalists. providing a memorable
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Khaleda at Khagrachhari rally
Accord won't bring peace,

KHAGRACHHARI. June 10:
Leader of the Opposition in the
Jatiya Sangsad Begum Khaleda
Zia today said the CHT laws
were enacted neither in the in-

terest of the tribals nor the Ben-

gali speaking people, but in the
interest of the ruling party, re-
ports UNB.

"The CHT a%rfr-cm:nt will not
bring peace in the region, it has
rather widened the trend of di-
vision,” she told a huge public
meeting at Khagrachhari Sta-
dium, marking the end of the
long march toward CHT she had
led Dhaka.

The long march that began
from Paltan Maidan in Dhaka
on Tuesday morning remained
stranded for nine hours
obstructed allegedly by ruling

arty activists near Kanchpur
ridge, 10 kilometres off the
capital.

Hundreds of buses, trucks
and cars thousands of
marchers finally moved for
Chittagong in the evening after
police cleared the obstruction.

The BNP Chairperson said
the CHT agreement has violated
the Constitution on one hand
and snatched the fundamental
and citizenship rights of the
people of this region on the
other.

B;&gum Zia said this ee-
ment is in no way ‘a ' as
it had also sna{rchm land
and voting rights of the people.

BNP calls
countrywide
hartal June 18

KHAGRACHHARI, June 10:
The main opposition BNP has
called for a countrywide dawn-
to-dusk hartal on June 18 and
demonstration on June 22, re-
ports UNB.

The programme was an-
noun by BNP Chairperson
Begum Khaleda Zia at a public
meeting here this afternoon

before terminating the long
march.

 dignity of all.

rather widen rift

People have rejected this pact,
she added.

"We want peace and devel-
opment of this area without
taking recourse to any discrim-
ination,” she said, adding that
the discriminatory laws will
not be able to bring peace in the
CHT region.

She said they were staging
demonstration to "protest the
discrimination done by the

~ agreement.”

"We want amr agreement that
would ensure equal rights and
¢ wanted to
make a law which would estab-
lish permanent peace in the re-
gion,” she said.

"All of us want to live as
Bangladeshi citizens, let us all
coexist peacefully here,” she
told the gathering.

The opposition’ leader an-
nounced a dawn-to-dusk hartal
across the country on June 18 to
protest obstruction to and fir-
mE on the long march, price
hike of essentials, economic

See Page 12 Col 3

Prime Minister tells ALPP meeting

Prime Minluterﬂ%ﬁmgg‘l
Hasina yesterday urg €
position to take part in the bud-

et session of the Jatiya
d and contribute to the
business of the House.

The Leader of the House and
Awami League chief was ad-
dressing a meeting of AL Par-
liamentary Party P) at the
Sangsad Bhaban yesterday

ing, just before the budget

session : :
Refi to the BNP-led op-
sition alliance's long march,
asina said march of the op-
position leaders and workers up
to Khagrachhari proved that
Chittagong Hill acts very
much remained part of
Bangladesh and disproved the

Opposition claim that national

integrity and sovereignty were

By Staff Correspondent
compromised through the sign-
ing of the CHT pest.;ﬂ accord,
meeting sources sai night.

The AL chief also informed
party legislators that there
would be discussion on na-
tional budget for 40 hours in the
current session and unlike -
vious sessions, there wo be
business on Saturdays also. Be-
sides, Thursdays would not be

considered as members'
day till June 30.

Respond to lawmakers'
concern over the crisis in
the country, the Prime Minister

said the crisis would end in a

year.

She also asked State Minis-
ter for Energy and Mineral Re-
sources qul [slam to s
briefly on the current power
situation.
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Long march has proved

sovereignty unaffected

Reiterating that the previous
BNP government was responsi-

ble for the power shortage, she
said that no new power plant

was set up nor the ones

were p maintained dur-
ing that period.
The prime minister men-

tioned that overhaul and BMRE

of power plants were underway

and prompt actions were also
taken for setting up of new
plants to enhance power gener-
ation to match the ever growing
demand for . She also re-
ferred to te sector initia-
tives to install ants in-

clu -mounted plants.
' gﬁqul slam informed the

ALPP meeting that with the

restoration of generation
al a plant at mu:ani and re-
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7 | Flood engulfs fresh

Motorcade reached |

Khagrachhari
after 22 hrs

From Shehab Ahmed

KHAGRACHHARI. June 10:
The long march led by BNP
chief Begum Khaleda Zia ar-
rived here at about 3 pm today,
some 22 hours aflter tﬁ: motor-
cade rolled out of Dhaka Tues-

day.
After a bumpy ride and a
‘barricade’ at Simrail near

Dhaka, she led her motorised
column rolling n]_ul:n—stnp down
the highway to Chittagong.
The mn};nrcadc ;%rivgcd at
Chittagong at 6 am today. She
addressed 27 wayside meetings.
Seven losions of home-
made bombs took place at Mo-
hipal i Feni There was no fur-

.- See Page 43.Goi 6
Long march
motorcade

on way to city
By Staff Correspondent

The long march motorcade
led by the BNP chiel Begum

Khaleda Zia was on its way to
back the capital and was due to
reach the city in the early hours
of today.

Starting at 5:30 pm from
Khagrachhari town, the motor-

See Page 12 Col 8

PCJSS declines

to comment

By Staff Correspondent

Parbattya Chattagram Jana
Shanghati Samity (PCJSS) has
no reaction’ to the long march
by BNP, some top leaders of the
organisation told The Dally

Star terday.
PCJSS Chairman Jy-
otirindriya Bodhipriyva Larma

alias Shantu Larma could not
be contacted in Khagrachhari
yesterday over telephone as he
was in !

One ol his associates and a
top leader of PCJSS, however.
said, "We have no reaction to
this long march.”

Gautam Kumar Chakma,
another central leaders of the
organisation, told this corre-
spondent, "For the time being,
we are not looking into it". He
answered in the negative when
asked whether any meeting of
the organisation was held in
this connection.

Asked if there was any
communication between them
and the authorities in Dhaka
regarding the long march, he

areas In Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, June 10: The flood
situation in some areas has de-
terlorated while it remained
static in others during the last

24 hours.
~ According to district admin-
istration officials, onrush of
water from the upper catchment
continued, Water level in the
main rivers — Surma and
Kushiyara — marked a rise to-
day. The Surma in Sylhet town
was flowing 43  centimetres
above the danger-level and it
was 169 centimetres above dan-
er-level at Kanaighat thana
eadquarters. ;

The Kushiyara was flowing
172 centimetres above danger-
level at Amolshid of Jakiganj
thana while at Sheola of Beani-
bazar thana its was flowing 64
centimetres above the da
mark today, sald Water Devel-
opment Board officials this af-
ternoon. ;

The WDB official also in-
formed that breaches had de-
velo in at least 14 points of
the Surma Dyke in Jakiganj,
Beanibazar, Golapganj and
Sylhet sadar thana areas.

It has caused inundation of a
vast and fresh areas. Erosion
on the bank of the rivers had
also been reported.

In Beanibazar thana, vil-

lages in 11 unions have been
inundated.

The situation in Kanaighat,
Gowainghat and Jaintapur
thanas marked no improve-
ment while it had deteriorated
in Jakiganj and Balagan|
thanas with inundation of new
areas.

The road link nml
headquarters with L.
Cnmpanygaﬂ and Kanaighat
thanas remained snap till

today. -
See Page 12 Col 1
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PARIS, June 10: An own pgoal
hﬁ defender Tommy Boyd gave
champions Brazil a 2-1 win
over underdogs Scotland in the
World Cup’'s opening game to-
day, reports Reuters.

Scotland appeared to be
heading for a surprise 1-1 draw
against the flamboyant but of-
ten erratic South Americans in
a Thrillinﬁe[‘:mup A match at
the Stdde de France.

But 1 was helpless in the
73rd minute when Cafu's shot
was. parried onto his body by
Scottish goalkeeper Jim
Leighton, The ball rolled ago-
nisingly into the net to extin-
guish Scottish resistance.

Midfielder Cesar Sampaio
had given Brazil a dream start
when he rose between two 5Scot-
tish defenders to head his team
in front from a corner in the
[ourth minute.

But the same player gave
away a penalty in the 38th

FPLAYE R

minute when he was judged to
have pushed Kevin Gallacher as
the two went up for the ball.
Midfielder John Collins coolly
converted the penalty.

In a lively 20 minutes fol-
lowing the Brazil goal. it ap-
peared to be a case of how many

the South Americans could
See Page 12 Col 2

WORLDCUP'% |
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Today's matches
Group B:

Italy vs Chile 9.30 pm BST

Group B:
Cameroon vs Austria l am

Budget to be placed today

Last chance for
tough decisions

By Inam Ahmed and Toufique Imrose Khalidi

When Finance Minister
SAMS Kibria will walk into the
Jativa Sangsad today to present
the budget for 1998-99, it may
well be his last chance to take
tough decisions on many
fronts.

Unpopular and politically
risky issues such as fighting
corruption, trimming the gov-
ernment, reducing public ex-
penditure, tiax reforms and pri
vatisation have Temalned
mostly untouched by the
Awami League government,

| which steps into its third year

in power.

Political expediency has
unfortunately played a critical
part in most decisions by the
ruling party. which is, in many
ways, explained by its long ab-
sence from power.

But the business community,
one of worst sufferers of the 'e-
conomic stagnation' that has
marked most of its days so far,
is tar Irom being convinced.

A tightened liscal und niorne-
tary policy does not seem Lo
have worked much to the gov-

See Page 12 Col 6

Hasina to visit
India, Pakistan
this month

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will be visiting both In-
dia and Pakistan within next
two weeks. '

Foreign Secret Mustafi-
zur Rahman told BSS last night
that Sheikh Hasina had a
telephone conversation with
Pakistan Prime Minister Na-
waz Sharif yesterday evening,
ghc will visit Pakistan on June

4.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina also had a telephone
talk with her Indian counter-
part Atal Behari Vajpayee
Tuesday evening. Her visit to
New Delhi is taking place on
June 16. Rahman said.

Both the visits will be brief
and the Prime Minister will re-
turn on the same days,

The foreign secretary said
that the PM's visit to Pakistan
is being delayed because Nawaz
Sharif himself will be on a visit
abroad from June 13 to 20.

Earlier, Sheikh Hasina had
expressed her willingness to
visit India and Pakistan in sep-
arate letters addressed to Sharif
and Vajpayee in the wake of nu-
clear tests conducted by both
the countries.

[n her letters. Hasina wished
to talk to them on matters of
mutual interest and other is-
sLes, '

The letters were handed over
to the high commissioners of
the two countries few days ago.

Loadshedding: PDB

officials sued
in Chuadanga

From Our Correspondent

CHUADANGA, June 10: A
civil suit was filed yesterday
with the Assistant Judge’s
Court. Chuadanga against the
Deputy Commissioner and high
officials of PDB seeking a court
order for supply of 13 mw elec-
tricity daily, sanction- for the
district by the PDB.

Selimuddin Khan, Secre-
tary. Chuadanga District Bar
Association, filed the civil suit.

The PDB officials sued are
the executive engineer, residen-
tial engineer and assistant res-
idential engineer of PDB,
Jhenidah, and chief engineer of
PDB, Faridpur.

The court ordered the defen-
dants to reply in writing on
Jine 24

Only 2 to 3 mw electricity is
being supplied for Chuadanga
disnfl'ct for the last six months,

] sources in the PDB said.

An Earnest Appeal to Honourable Prime Minister to

amities (PBSs) from Ruination

save the Palli Bidyut §

Honourable Prime Minister
You must have been aware of the fact that there are 62 Palli Bidyut Samitics in Bangladesh engaged

in the distribution of clcctricity to rural consumers. Out of thosc 54 Palli Bi
scrving clectricity (o 2 (two) million diflcrent types
. Among thcm arc about 65 thousand irrigation pumps and about 40 thousand small and

villages

dyut Samilics arc al

of consumcrs located in 22 thousand

large industrics. Since the PBSs have no source of gencration, they arc fully dependent on BPDB
and DESA for bulk supply of clectricity.

Honourable Prime Minister

The rolc that arc being played
Bangladcsh by this Rural Electrification Program

inadcqualc suppl

in the cconomic development

specially in the food
has been lauded at home and abroad. But duc to
y of clectricity by BPDB and DESA in the last fcw months the very

production of

exislence of

PBSs stands al stakc. There arc instances where a PBS has suffered from load shedding for 22 hours

a day. As a result of this the daily lifc has been subject

to cxtreme sullcrings, farmer's finaacial

condition has been shatlered, production in the rural industrics have come to almost stand still,

commoditics/grains in the cold storage

arc perishing. Uncmployment on farms and industrics has

rcached new peak. Thus the very back-bone of the rural cconomy is on the verge of break down.,

Honourable Prime Minister

May we inform you of the fact that thc PBSs across the country arc the best pay masters of clectric
bills of BPDB and DESA. They not only pay monthly bills of bulk purchasc on time, but also pay in
advance at times. Sincc the PBSs reccive power from the BPDB/DESA grid (sub) station their

sysicm loss for the cntirc quantum of power

your honour that in

rchascd by the PBSs is zcro. Bul we arc sorry lo (cll
spite of clear instruction from thc government that the clectricity produccd in the

country should be shared proportionatcly, the PBSs have always been the victim of dispanity.

Honourable Prime Minister
jon the Palli Bidyut Samitics are managed

From thc very incept

democratically by thc consumers

represcntatives dircctly elected by their votes and accountable to the consumers. But the cxtent of
recent load shedding and the uncqual distribution of clectricity produccd in the country has reached

to such an cxtent that we, as clected represcn
customer scrvice. On the other hand, clected

latives, arc not being ablc to provide minimum
ives and employces arc being subject lo

assaull by furious consumers. PBS installations and offices arc being attacked, encloscd, sct on fire

and damaged

. As a result in onc hand destruction of asscls arc taking place, on the other hand bill

collection is falling down at an alarming ratc. In addition to that duc o inadequale supply system
y to commit crimes including stcaling of clectricity is increasing. I

loss is soaring hi

is worth mcntioning that the ra

and lendenc ]
¢ of bill collcction of PBSs is about 98 pcrcent and system loss is

only about 15 percent. But if the prescnt situation gocs unabated, it is apprchended that things may

go beyond control very soon.’

Honourable Prime Minister ._
You arc aware of the fact that the whole nation is cagerly awaiting to watch the WMH; foot-ball

matches scheduled Lo be (elecast by BTV,
comparcd lo PDB/DESA, outburst of accumulated angu

apprchended. .

Honourable Prime Minister

To save the PBSs from ruination duc o serious l:l'gledding, we carncstly appeal lo your honour
su

lo usc your good office to ensurc proportionaic
carlicr government decision.

But duc to cxcess load shedding in the PBS
ish of dcprived consumecrs is also

BS arcas

pply to the PBSs in accordance with the

On behalf of two million member-consumers

Presidents

Palli Bidyut Samities



