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' Tofael refutes

Khaleda’s claim
By Staff Correspondent

A senior minister yesterday
brushed aside BNP chairper-
son's claim that the ruling
party activists put up barricades
near Kanchpur to the long
march.

Talking to The Daily Star
last night, Commerce and In-
dustries Minister Tofael Ahmed
said, "if we had put up barri-
cades on the highway, we would
not have taken prompt initia-
tives to clear the barrier”.

He alleged that the BNP ac-
tivists had deflated truck tiers
and created obstacles in their
failed bid to hire trucks for the
long march’ by force.

ofael Ahmed. also a presid-
iumm member of the ruling
Awami League, denied allega-
tions that ruling party activists
were carrying arms near the
barricades. He criticised the
BNP leadership for issuing
provocative statements urgin
partymen to carry license
arms.

He suggested that if Leader of
the Opposition in Parliament
Begum Khaleda Zia is convinced
that the CHT peace accord is
contrary to the Constitution,
"she can make it an issue for the
next elections or go to the court
of law for legal redress."

Sylhet flood
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About 300 dwelling houses
damaged totally while 10 people
sustained injuries.

Of the injured, Abdul
Maleque, Aftabuddin and
Fakharuddin were admitted to
the Thana Health Complex.

Two children were li[i“f:d in
a landslide at village Laksh-
miprasad during the storm. lo-
cal people said. However, the
district officials could not con-
firtn the deaths till this night.

The road communication
with Gowainghat thana head-

uarters remained out off for
the second day today. Power
supply and telecommunication
remain cut off, local officials
said.

The road conununication of
Companyganj thana with the
district headquarters remained
snapped from last night the due
to the inundation of the road at
MAany points.

The thana headquarters was
under 3 teet water this morning.
The situation in this bordering
thana worsened due to on rush
of water from the Khashia hills.

In Jakiganj thana, villages
1117 seven unions have been
badly atfected. local sources
saitl, These are Barohal, Kajal-

shah, Birosri. Kalijuri,
Manikpur, Sultanpur and
Kashkanakpur.

In Balaganj thana, villages
in Gouripur, Purba Pailanpur,
Balaganj and Sadipur unions
have been inundated with flood
water, officials said this after-
FIO0OTE,

Flood waters also entered
the dwelling houses of 7 unions
under Beanibazar thana. local
officials informed this afler-
noon. The unions are Sheola,
Alinagar, Dubag. Charkhai, Ku-
rarbazar, Muria and Tilapara.

More than 30 per cent houses
in Golapganj thana have been
inundated while many roads
have gone under waler.

In Sunamganj district, flood
has caused a large-scale damage
during the last 24 hours. The
thana headquarters of Chhatak
is now under one-foot water
while road communication be-
tween the district headquarters
and Chhatak and Doarabazar
thanas remained snapped.

Flood water has entered
more than one thousand
dwelling houses in Jagannath-
pur thana, an official said.

Govt version
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saulted some passengers and
snatched away their money and
wrist walches.

Narayanganj-Demra-
Mepghna Sarak Paribahan
Sramik Committee president
Taher Khan Babu filed a case
with Siddhirganj thana in this
connection, the handout said.

On information, according
to the SP, senior police officials
in the district rushed (o the
spot. Bul the barricade already
created a huge traffic conges-
tion on Dhaka-Chittagong and
Dhaka-Sylhet highways.

Being requested by police,
the handout said, Roads and
Highways Department sent a
wrecker to the troubled spot but,
it could not reach there due to
tralfic congestion on both sides
of the barricade.

The handout said SP of
Narayanganj informed that po-
lice in cooperation with Roads
and Highways Departinent were
trying to bring normalcy on the
road.

In a similar version, leaders
of bus owners and workers as-
sociations have blamed local
terrorists of BNP for the dis-
ruption and sald such acts in
the name of political pro-
gramme Is very unfortunate.

They criticised the attack by
BNF on innocent passengers
and demanded legal aclion
against the culprits.

Signatories o the statement
are Purbanchaliye Malik Oikya
Jote president Ibrahim
Chengish, Mini-bus Malik
(Mikya Jote president M Kokler
Hossain, Narayanganj-Demra-
Meghna-Narsingdi Bus Mini-
bus Malik Samity president
Nurul Amin Maksud, Dhaka-
Narayanganj Sarak Paribahan
Sramik Union president M

Atyub All and its acting secre-

tary Jilani Mia.
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dadul Haq Bhuiyan and other
local leaders of the party ad-
dressed a militant raulgT there at
about 1 pm.

The AL lawmakers criticised
the BNP for opposing the CHT
accord.

At that time, as some of the
marchers approached towards
the AL gathering, several gun-
shots were fired injuring the
three persons.

Stranded by the barricade,
Begum Khaleda Zia told our
correspondent Ehsanul Hagq sit-
ting in her jeep: We shall wait
indefinitely to reach our desti-
nation. All our workers will
stay here until the barricade is
removed.

Speaking with a hand mike
prior to resumption of the long
march, Begum Zia alleged that
armed activists of the ruling
party had blocked the road.

“The government has proved
its intention to hand over the
CHT to others by halting our
long march. It wants to snatch

ple’s right to move freely ...
Bgofnre it succeeds, we'll have to
oust this government.”

The opposition leader also
condemned the authorities for
not removing the barricade
earlier.

Talking to The Daily Star,
local MP Shamim Osman of
ruling AL said that they did not
occupy the highway but were
holding rally. He blamed the lo-
cal BNP for the barricade
which. he said, was a result of
forcing the truckers to join the
long march. A case was also
lodged by the truckers against
the BNP leaders. he said.

Home Secretary Shafiur
Rahman, when contacted, told
The Daily Star that the barri-
cade was raised when local BNP
leadey Noor Hossain assaulted
some truck drivers and ran-
sacked few trucks and deflated
theiy tyres Monday night.

A Rahim Khan. Additional
IGE. when contacted, echoed the
hoine secretary. "Process is un-
derway to file cases with spe-
cific charges against those re-
sponsible for the barricade”, he
said.

To cheer up the stranded
long marchers, songs were ren-
dered from a make-shift dais on
a truck, Besides, food was
cooked there for marchers.

Earlier. addressin lg:
marchers at Paltan Maidan Be-
gum Khaleda Zia warned that
the government would have to

Gold worth
Tk 5.8 lakh
seized at ZIA

By Staff Correspondent

Customs officials at the Zia
International Airport (Z1A) re-
covered gold chains worth
about Tk 5.8 lakh from a pas-
senger of Thai Airways flight
from Singapore yesterday
noon.

Airport sources said the gold
ornaments weigh about 1249
grams were recovered from in-
side the underwear- of the pas-
SENEET.

On suspicion customs offi-
cials challenged the passenger
while he was crossing the n
channel without any declara-
tion, sources added.

Clash at Ctg
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activists launched a bomb at-
tack on the procession brought
out to protest the obstruction to
long-marchers at Kanchpur.

In another incident, a group
of people attacked and ran-
sacked some shops at Momin
Road.

Meanwhile, a tense situation
prevailed in Chittagong today
as the news of obstruction to the
long-marchers reached here,

LLocal BNP leaders urged
their workers and activists to
keep calm and not to go for agi-
tation. However. several pro-
cessjons paraded the city streets
in protest against the Kanchpur
incident. BNP also held a
protest rally at the Outer 5ta-
dium this afternoon.

Awami League also held a
rally opposing the long march
at Patharghata. The Awami
supporters brought out proces-
sions at dilferent places of the
city in the evening ]%l'ﬂtﬁﬁtiﬂg
against the long march.

On the other hand, some agi-
tators damaged some passin
vehicles at Station Road an
Enayethazar, police said.

HNP leaders said that the
long march would start from
Chittagong towards the hill dis-
tricts tomorrow morning.

Supporters of Jamaat-e-Is-
lami also held rallies and
hbrought out processions In the
city today.

UNB adds: Unruly BNP ac-
tivists this evening attacked the
car of Chittagong City Mayor
ABM Mohiuddin Chowdhury
and damaged the CCC Bhaban.

The Mayor camne under at-
tack in front of the city Awamj
League office at Darul Fazal
Market at about 7 pm.

Witnesses said BNP activists
threw stones on Mohluddin
when he was [n his car. He was
unhurt.

His bodyguard fired six
rounds of blank shots to repulse
the attack. None was in(]ur:d.

At about 830 pm the BNP

activists pelted stones and par-

l tially damaged the CCC Bhaban.
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Long march obstructed for 10 hours

bear the responsibility if the
lnnﬁ march was obstructed.

NP leaders and workers in
their thousands started throng-
ing the Paltan Maidan since
early morning yesterday. The
opposition leader reached the
venue at 8:40 am amid tight se-
curity hﬁ partﬂ workers and
plainclothes police.

As she drove to the Paltan
Maidan, thousands of pcntl::lc
who converged there from dif-
ferent parts of the country,
greeted her. The venue was also
guarded by uniformed police.

Speaking from her jeep, the
former prime minister charged
the government that it had "left
the CHT to the terrorists
through signing an unconstitu-
tional accord” with them. "Now
they are obstructing people's
agitation against its blueprint
‘lju hand over the region to In-

ia.”

"Allah is with us ... Seek His
blessings.," she told the mar-
chers.

The BNP chief also accused
the government of obstructing
her partymen from coming to
Dh from across the country
to join the long march.

"Constitution guarantees the
freedom of movement allover
the world," she said.

Vehicles ::a.rrlylng marchers
of Jamaat-e-Islami and the
Jatiya Party (Z-M) followed
those of BNP's.

)
by

long march.

BNP Chairperson Beum Khaleda Zia addressing the
marchers near Kanchpur Lridge before resumption of the
— Star photo
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A group of youths went on rampage at Raghunathpur near Kanchpur bridge during the

long march yesterday.

Tk 46¢r KFAED loan
for rural electrification

Bangladesh yesterday signed
a loan agreement of about Tk 46
crore with the Kuwait Fund for
Arab Economic Development
(KFAED) for rural electrifica-
tion in the country, reports
BSS.

The agreement, signed at the
Economic Relation Department
(ERD) of the Ministry of Fi-
nance, will provide fund for
electrification in different

World Cup
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outsiders. Hosts France are in
with a chance. Spain, Croatia
and Yugoslavia have talent to
spare and could turn technical
skill into World Cup success,

Through the ages, the bal-
ance of power in world soccer
has swung between South
America and Europe. with the
South Americans edging ahead
eight wins to seven when Brazil
won their fourth World Cup in
1994

There have been 19 Euro-
pean finalists out of 30 but
when Andreas Brehme scored
from the penalty spot at the
Rome Dtémpic stadium in 1990
to earn Germany a revenge win
over Argentina, it was the first
time a European side had
beaten a South American team
in seven finals,

Brazil have won four of five
finals while Germany have
regularly proved their durabil-
ity. reaching six finals and
winning three of them, Ger-
many are also the only team to
have competed in three succes-
sive finals and reached the
quarterfinals in all but the
1938 and 1978 events.

On current form, Argentina
may be the strongest South
American contender ahead of
Brazil after spotless prepara-
tions and without the destabil-
ising influence of the now re-
tired Diego Maradona.

Brazil, who have suffered
more than their share of set-
backs on their way to France,
have yet to convince the
doubters.

Germany are the old men of
Europe, with 3Myear-old
Lothar Matthaus, their World
Cup winning captain of 1990,
raising the average age when he
was called into the squad in
their dour 0-0 draw with Fin-
land late last month.

Italy, who reached the 1994

final after just scrapin
through from their group an
coming back from behind in

later rounds, can never be dis-
counted.

City AL brings
out peace

procession

By Staff Correspondent

Dhaka city unit of Awami
League and other front organi-
sations of the party held a rally
and brought out a peace proces-
sion in the city yesterday.

The rally, held at Osmany
Uddyan. was chaired by AL city
unit general secretary and State
Minister for LGRD and Cooper-
atives Mofazzal Hossain
Chowdhury Maya.

Addressing at the rallr a
number of central leaders of the
party criticised the Opposition
BNP for, what they said, at-
tempts to destabilise the peace
%mtss in the Chittagong Hill

acts.

Later, they brutht out a
peace procession’ holding white

ags on their hands. The pro-
cession ended at the AL central
office at Bangabandhu Avenue
after parading in front of the
Jadiva Press Club area at
around noon,

Dhanmondi Lake
dev project to
be completed

by March 99

LGRD and Cooperatives Min-
ister Zillur Rahman yesterda
saicd work of the Dhanmondi
Lake development project
would be completed two months
ahead of the schedule, reports
BSS.

He said 45 per cent of the
work have already been com-

leted and the rest is expected to
completed by March next.

The minister said this at a
review meeting held at the
LGRD Ministry,

“Under the directive of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
the work of the project involv-
ing Tk 9.69 crore is being im-
plemented speedily,” the minis-
ter said.

The construction of 'Banga-
bandhu Smrity Angan has al-
ready been completed and it
will be opened befrl.r)rt August 15,
the meeting was told,

The minister directed the au-
thorities concerned to complete
the construction work of two
bridges over the lake on an
emergency basis,

RD Secretary A H M Abdul
H{lc. Chief Executive Officer of
Dhaka City Corporation
Rashidul Alam, former secre-
ltary M Mahabubuzzaman al-
tended the meeting,

— Star photo

A youth 15 seen with a gun
at Raghunathpur.
— Star photo

One get 22-yr
RI for keeping
illegal arms

CHITTAGONG, June 9: A
court here sentenced one person
to 22 years rigorous imprison-
ment (RI) for possessing illegal
arms yesterday, reports UNB,

The court sentenced Habibur
Rahman, son of Hamidul Huq.
of Kazirhat in Fatikchhari
thana to 12 years Rl under Sec-
tion 19 (Ka)] and another 10
years Rl under Section 19 (Cha).
Another accused was acquitted
of the charpe.

According to the prosecu-
tion, Kotwali police arrested
Habib along with 24 foreign and
home made firearms from
Hamzarbagh area in Panch-
laish thana on September 5,
1991,

37 shops, houses

gutted in Barisal

From Staff Correspondent

HBARISAL, June 9 Soimne 37
shops and houses were gutted in
a devastating fire that broke out
at Sener Bazar under Bakerganj
thana of the district in the early
hours of today.

Local people sald an electri-
cal short circuit at a grocery
shop sparked off the fire at
about 3:30 am.

The blaze soon engulfed the
whole area.

The loss in the fire was ex-
tensive as there Is no fire ser-
vice unit at Bakerganj thana
headquarters.

Clashes in Conﬁﬂa, |

Feni: 60 injured

Fifty people were injured as
sporadic clashes, gun shots, up-
rooting of rail tracks and dam-
a]ging trains and buses marked
the day-long activities at
Comilla town yesterday, re-
ports UNB.

At least 15 people were in-
ured as the Awami League and

NP processionists clashed
near the Tolplaza at Daudkandi
on the haka-Chittagong

highway at about 11 am. -
eral gun shots were fired.
Comilla (North) district AL
i«vl:neral secretary Jahangir
am Sarker and another nine
P-euplt were injured when a
peace rally” of the mlingcﬁart;,r
came under attack, alle g by
armed processionists of BNP, at
Chandina bus stand at 1 pm.
Some 25 buses and trucks were

A bus procession of Kishore-
ganj district BNP came under
attack on the Comilla-Sylhet
highway at Mainamati Saheb
Bazar in Burichang thana.

Ten eople, including
Bhairab thana BNP president
Giasuddin and Kishoreganj
district Chhatra Dal acting
president Nazmul Alam, were
injured in the attack. Two buses

Budget session
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unlikely to join the opening
session.

Besides adopting the budget,
some legislative business. in-
cluding the Upazila Bill. will be
taken up during the lengthy
session.

It is likely to be a stormy
session of Parliament in view
of the political and economic
situation prevailing in the
country.

Meanwhile, the Business
Advisory Committee of Jatiya
Sangsad has decided that the
opposition members will be al-
lowed to speak on any subject
after completion of the day's
business as per orders of the
day. _

Any member of the opposi-
tion. whoever can draw the at-
tention of the Speaker, will be
allowed to speak for 15 minutes,
the committee decided in a
meeting at the Sangsad Bhaban
yesterday.

Presided over by the Com-
mittee Chairman Speaker Hu-
mayun Rashid Chowdhury, the
meeting said: "This will be in
addition to usual discussion on
calling attention to matters un-
der rule 71."

[t also decided that the
members of the treasury bench,
as merntioned by the Leader of
the House, will reply to the
points raised by the opposition
members for another 15 min-
LILES.

The meeting also discussed
the allotmnent of time for dis-
cussion on various subjects dur-
ing the parliament session,.

[t also considered other is-
sues which will be coming up
for discussion other than the
supplementary budget for 1997-
98 and the budget for 1998-99.

Leader of the House and
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
Deputy Leader of the House and
LGRD Minister Zillur Rahman.
Foreign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad, Commerce Minister To-
fael Ahmed, Deputy Speaker
Abdul Hamid, Chief Whip Abul
Hasanat Abdullah and M Rah-
mat Ali MP were present.

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria and Whip Abdus Shahid
attended the meeting on special
invitation while Fazle Rabbi of
Jatiya Party attended the meet-
ing on behalf of HM Ershad.

which came to
march were also
point.

A dozen motor vehicles were
damaged and five people in-
jured in a clash between the AL
and BNP supporters at Nimsar
on Dhaka-Chittagong highway
at about 11 in the moming.

People, who gathered at
Padua Bazar to join the long
march, attacked inter-city Up-
akul Express train at about 4:30
pm that left some passengers
injured. They also damaged
window panes of the train com-
partments.

Receiving the news of ob-
struction to the long march in
Dhaka, angrly people uprooted
10 yards of rail track near
Padua Bazar at about 5: lt';ﬁm.
They also attacked a sign Inﬁ
room of railway and damage
the level crossing.

oin the long
amaged at the

Feni

At least 10 people were ‘in-
jured in sporadic clashes be-
tween the supporters of the rul-
ing party and the opposition in
Feni. Police arrested 12 people
as tension was prevailing in the
town.

BNP sources said people
came to join the Long March
towards CHT, but were ob-
structed at Anandapur and
Pathannagar on Feni-Parshu-
ram road.

Nine BNP workers were in-

jured in separate attacks on

them at Mohammad Ali Bazar,
Barahipur and Trunk Road.
Marchers coming from
Noakhali and Laxmipur were
also obstructed at Sebarhat on
Feni-Maijdee road. Bombs were
thrown on them, it was alleged.
A group of youths unleashed
a series of bomb explosions at

Panchgachhia in the town at

about 9 pm. One shopkeeper was
injured.

Barricade story
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ries kept haphazardly at Sim-
rail crossing.

They were doing all these
things with around 40 police-
men standing nearby. Some lo-
cal people. mostly owners of
small shops were also witness-
ing the incident.

The flash of the photo-jour-
nalists' camera drew the atten-
tion of the young men busy
putting up the truck barricades.
Some 10 of them approached
the newsmen to rud%ﬁ' advice
them that "it was not the right
time to do journalism." ey
also demanded the film loaded
in the camera.

Meantime, some other young
men in jeans were seen on mo-
tor-bikes, coming and going to
and from the place — giving a
clear impression that they were
exchanging information about
the progress in putting up the
barricades.

The young men calmed down
only when a reporter referred to
a top leader of Narayanganj
Awami League. But they did not
forget to give a suggestion: "It's
better for you to leave the place
right at the moment.” It was
around 2:15 am.

By that time. about 30 trucks
— some loaded anid some empty
— were placed in different di-
rections on the highways and
some 50 other young men
joined the original team.

Meanwhile, a large number
of passenger buses and private
cars were stranded on both
sides of the truck barricades on
the highway.

French apathy!
From Tawfiq Aziz Khan
Paris, Jun 9: The Bangladesh
delegation to the FIFA Congress
was totally dismayed at the
lack of enthusiasm and aware-
ness among the French r d-
g the World Cup football be-
ginni&g tomorrow.
“ We show more Huhilaﬂnn
for an international kabaddi
competition in our country™ .
observed Harun-ur Rashid MP,
eneral secretary of B adesh
ootball Federation (BFF). who
led the three-member delega-
tion to the 51st FIFA Congress.
- BFF joint-secretary Badal
could not e more. Vice-
president Anjan Chowdhury
added: * We are not only dis-
heartened, we are aggrieved
also”,
The chance rendezvous with
this correspondent happened at
the city centre this morning.

Cyclone kills
73 1in India

GANDHINAGAR, Jun 9: At
least 73 people were killed and
over 50 injured when a cyclone,
Ealﬁcking wind speed up to 120-

per hour, lashed coastal ar-
eas of Gujarat and Jalore dis-

- trict of neighbouring Rajasthan

today, reports PTI.
e cyclone was caused by a

deep depression in the Arabian
Sea

"The death toll has touched
73. While 19 people have died in
Kutch region, the remaining ca-
sualties are all in Saurashtra
region which is the worst-af-
fected." an official in the state's
main city of Ahmedabad told
Reuters.

Storm kills one at
Fatikchhari

CHITTAGONG, Jun 9: A
storm lashed two villages of
Fatikchhari thana here early
this morning. One person died
and about 150 houses were
damaged, reports UNB,

The storm. with a wind speed
of about 112 km per hour,
struck Gahira and Azadi vil-
lages at 6 am and lasted for
seven minutes.

Road communications be-
tween Khagrachhari and Chit-
tagong remained cut off as the
road was blocked by uprooted
lrees.

PDB’s fear
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supply of electricity during tele-
cast of the World Cup matches.

People have been requested
over microphones in the town
and in other places to maintain
austerity in consumption of
electricity. Shopkeepers, own-
ers of welding workshops. mills
and industries have been urged
to keep their shutters down dur-
ing the matches, he said.

He said the 21 districts under
the Khulna division need 324
MW of power daily but only 140
MW is supplied now.

Meanwhile, about one hun-
dred people brought out a -
cession in the town demanding
interrupted power supply dur-
ing the W-DIICF Cup.

Autorickshaws
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refused by the board on Febru-
ary 10 because of the fact that
the Federation had failed to re-
pay a bank loan of Tk 31.2 crore
and that the three wheelers are’
potential threat to the envi-
ronment, But it was finally
cleared at a meeting on May 5
“as a mark of respect” to the
minister who requested for it.
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