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Development Project: Environmental Aspects

by N Shams Choudhury

Development projects should be designed, evaluated, selected and implemented to
achieve and maintain congruence with the various societal interests including the

environment, otherwise the development pu

ses remain far o

m ju ni.

population growth and the cent of land of Bangladesh  six years since Rio there has tidal waves and flooding. country to climatic change has community, a as roads, bridges, terminals, phenomenon and covers all as-

resulting increase in waste Which is already a land scarce  heen over 12 per cent increase. Bangladesh country studies been assessed: Mitigation op- neighbourhood, bulldings, factories, and others  pects of life. Profit motives or

disposal, threat of the sea-level df"ge‘}' P‘:P]‘-"atfdtl“ﬂﬂ,‘rﬁ“{ﬂl' Industrialised countries are the  find climate change and sea- tions and adaptation measures | indigenous society, Wwhen implemented brings economic considerations, how-
oped coastal country’ e In-

rise and vulnerability of the na-

tion, along with intensive aﬁrl
cultural and industrial pollu-

tergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change (IPCC) forecast

major culprits. They are the
main emitters. Most of the de-
veloping countries like

level rise will affect the whole
of Bangladesh, not the coastal
areas alone, The north-western

have also been identified. Now
is the time for action. But we are
lagged far behind in taking ac-

entity or citizens separately or
together are much interested

many changes that conse-
quently affect or impacts dif-

€VET Nnec they are, cannot
lead to development if other fac-

countries with higher popula- Bangladesh, though contribute art of the country is particu- tions. with their present and future ferently interests of people of or  tors are overlooked. Precedence
E;’;;l;’,“Ef,;m;‘,fa‘[u:sh‘;‘}‘*ﬂ?ﬁ;: tion densities would be the most weryglinsi nificant amount to arly vulnerable to drought Being a country prone to livelihood, well being and a community, a neighbourhood, around the world are thére to
versity and marine pollution vulnerable to this change. It the global emission, are the conditions even under a low natural disasters and with low- | welfare, standard of living, an entity, i.e., society at large., learn Exﬁcngncrg of hef om]
would result in significant ad- countries at the receiving end. climate change scenario. The ed s ial are also In abundance. In the

are some of the major envi-
ronmental challenges. Mere
rhetorics or lip-services on the
World Environment Day
(passed on June 5). wouldn't
help resolve these growing
problems of larger scales. Dam-

verse impacts on many ecologi-
cal systemns and socio-economic
sectors, including food EUPR}%'
and waler resources and
human health. In some cases,
the impacts are potentially ir-
reversible. Least developin

Some of the likely conse-
quences would be for
Bangladesh temperate winters
would tend to be shorter and
warmer. Summers will be
longer and hotter. Rainfall will

whole coastal zone is extremely
vulnerable to salt-water intru-
sion even under a low climate
change scenario. The Sundar-
bans mangrove forest is under
threat even without any cli-
mate ch

lying coast, we
treatment from the dev; oped
country parties as per the pro-
ﬂﬂnﬁnﬂﬂiﬂed.ﬂlhandtﬁuf
the Convention. As per Articles
4.3 and 4.4, we were to receive
new and additional resources to

green space, healthy
environment, decent quality of
life, preservation of culture,
tradition, history, resources,
endangered species, etc. There
are claims and justified
instances around the world that

Positive impacts are those sat-
isfying interests; while con-
trary to interests are negative
impacts. Projects on implemen-
tation as fellow component of
the environment also interact
with other components. Nega-

name of development her farm-
lands are consumed, trees are
felled, burned or consumed,
forests are exhausted, grass-
lands are denuded, canals and
rivers are constricted, dried or

vironment, sea and : be irregular. Rate of evapora- ange and sea-l rise. meet the agreed full costs in-
gﬁ;ﬂ all 364 days in the countries and small islan tion would increase. Rainfall It is therefore even more at risk  curred in complying with the | projects, in disguise of devel- tive impacts or dysfunctional clogged, wild or aqua life or
year and becoming champions  countries are typically most  would rise by 7 percent to 11 per  due to climate ch . The im-  obligation of the Convention. | opment, not only consumed or  consequences due to a project SPecies are killed or endan-
of the Mother Earth on one sin- ml{‘ﬁﬁﬂf :‘gt,.f":::::fgghg?gsﬂéa_ cent yearly. Temperate winters  portance of climate c even  We were to receive funds for un- | used resources as input but re-  like waste disposal, pollution, gered, settlements, communi-

EI: day every year would do no
tter for the cause of Green
Bangladesh. For the people of
Bangladesh, these trends only

level, a major portion of
Bangladesh is threatened with
inundation, intrusion of salin-

may be wetter and summers
drier. The tropics would also
become wetter. Sub-tropics, al-
ready dry, could become drier.

on high development scenario
will be to negate all positive
benefits of development, par-

ticularly the infrastructure and

dertaking adaptation measures
as well. So far nothing was
forthcoming. Our par capita
emission ol carbondioxide is

leased back to, or superimposed
in a different form over, the
environment that are unsatis-

noise, erosion, and inconve-
niences in the form of disrup-
tion of landscape, business,

ties or villages are destroyed -
productive capacity of farm-
land is decreased, surface and

ity and increased frequency of agricultural growth. 1o factory or unpleasant to many  people, etc,, eventually deterio-  “nderground streams are con-
E}mg&fﬂ'&;ﬂf ﬂﬁﬁeaﬂﬂ;ﬁwg- cyclonen. Moreover, the fioods m: gl;‘aﬂgml:mﬂ? el ; ‘.‘tlhag :%:&Iy hﬁu{hu:f }nf Ust i,g and inhospitable or unfriendly rate the environment, When taminated from agricultural
millions into poverty H.I:‘ld envi. that are very common phenom-  j4a i3 a natural fertiliser, plants ti ‘{“é“'—'f ﬂhéll:’ and “d'-{“g': 5.3 tons. Yet. we suffer the most. | to the environment itself. Be- ecological balance gets dis- !0Xic or waste disposal or
ronmental ena in our country will also be 5,14 grow larger and faster. on: Dangia S Our total vulnerable coastal | sides. in the name of develop- turbed. in turn, means of pro-  SPillovers, and so on. Haphaz-

gees.

on the increase. Consequences

Weeds would also get bigger,

jes forecast a 3wl to 35 per cent
decrease of aus-yield, 19 per cent

population is more than the

ment scarce and valuable re-

duction, standards and ways of

ard and uncontrolled growth,

So far we have travelled of climate change may seriously . and random building of hi
> plants would be susceptible to aman d. 11 per population of many island | sources available in the envi- life, etc., of a community, a S gh
Edlanmgt:; our EQEEEEYEBEEHE:: P;EFE{E?IE[ fﬁﬂ"gﬂﬂiiﬂﬁ;‘;, pests. Many EPE':“EEF'- plants S::?“:eg:mum I?Iie{:orul t:l?:p countries combined. With one- | ronment such as land, what na- tribal or ethnic group, in }];ar- rise structures with no proper
sphere. our ystem. Scien- The Sundarbans, world's would lgt:l extinct. {;rassllland while wheat vield will be de- rr:_ettr rise in ﬂeallml. m}c-ﬂﬂh ture has provided at the surface, tcular, and the society at large,  Sit€ infrastructure facilities and
tists find a discernible human biggest mangrove forest in sin- B 3“1 gegratged aream.w Efd clined by 22- ml- anur 23“3%?111::5 c;ﬁu a: ﬁ: below and above it, for mining,  in general, are disrupted; or it ~ onsiderations to avallable
influence on global climate. gle patch with one of the highest ~ PAEL. SOPe8] ATERS WO M We have to p drought Pl > < ot will tuen into envi. | agriculture. grazing and may be other way round. Inef-  Stock and capacity of urban in-
This human intervention concentration of biodiversil S nK. a : y tolerant, saline tolerant and fﬂfﬂ'!tl’f are also wasted and ther way, negative impacts frastructural networks of traf-

through continued rise of heat

trapping greenhouse gas con-
centration in atmosphere leads

and heritage of mankind is al-
ready under threat. Global cli-
mate change transcends geo-

increase agricultural lands in
the poles suitable for wheat cul-
tivation.

water tolerant varieties of crops
as well as introduction of other
suitable crops to face the cli-

ronmental refugees. Where will
they be accommodated? We
raised this issue in many con-

destroyed. If people’s livelihood,
well-being, welfare standard of

cause chain effect that, in the
long run, may lead to infinitely

fic, water, sewer to avoid con-
flicts, disruptions and conges-
tion to regular flow of the net-

. 2 - : - larger problem like break up of

080 ' : Chapge 17 Thos g Effects ‘on the sea-level: mate change. We have to develop ferences that the polluting de | living, ways of life, en P

:ﬂ,mﬁd lfnclzhmégimt:ﬁunulf the Eﬁ% :faUunubI}g?small alike. There will be a rise in the sea- more saline tolerant plant and veloped coun should * | vironment, etc., are jeopardised a community structure and works ar;: common phe-

Planet and of ecosystems par- But we are yet to feel an u cy level. Reasons: the expansion of identify animal species in the change their immigration pol- | for whom is then the develop-  destabilise the societal and en- homevion of the present day Ur:
of immediate action to limit the Bay of Bengal volume when  natural mangrove forests. In i€y In order to accommodate | ment? : vironmental systems. Iy ke, Urbian, Je and gcltv-

ticularly the living systems of
plants, animalsl:lgblndiv:rsity
and life forces on which we de-

and reduce emissions of GHGs
and take measures to combat

increase,

water temperates
glacier

melting of mountain

newly accreted coastal lands,
mangrove species to be planted

this huge number of refugees
affected by climatic change.

Negative consequences or

Environmental conse-

ties are imposed with multifar-
ious conflicts, disruptions, dis-

i ts of -

. Scientists forecast serious  global climate change. from Himalayas will contribute  for improving coastal af- However, with “d"g m*“g;; j::ﬁc\:“; rﬂ:ﬂpﬂtﬂﬂlﬂ r:pi:al quences are often overlooked or  comforts, congestion, scarcity.
risk of a further rise in temper- Against the call of the global to sea-level rise as well as in-  forestation. Massive afforesta-  FeSOBTEeR. e BT l.llll;?gh'lgthe il Crvirantherial Abects Are less valued when a mje'f,} for  inconveniences. pollution of
ature and a very high rate of e.,ﬁ;crm for a 20 per cent cut nll: c{;autdu Igunt{h:hg in ﬂulud tion programme across the E:a“; ml:ﬂ Yo'being | Intely getting tn mﬁmm_ Fj&;ﬁplﬂcﬂt qu;:;;a;n;;_ various forms like noise, air,
temperature change. Can you GHGs emission by year 2010 of plains. Natural disasters: In- country is to increase G : .
imagine because of climate 1990 levels, the reality is gray. crease in soil erosion, desertifi-  sink. Switching over to alter- iy ST daciner| Hente An R ratie ﬂ;’h B O e e e il fﬂ;ﬂ“:;c et ohwiveh

angiaaes rou . . 3
change, a s::a level rise by_un: %Eﬂ: several rounds of nego-  cation, deforestation, tropical ﬁ;:r :ncrg:. IEI: wingl é::;t;'a. Sor'd opment. Recently, we g and scholarly di:cf:- type diagrams below are pre- Development should not be
TOM & JERRY : 8y Hanna-Barbera essential. Fuel-efficient tech- have in uced CNG to reduce ::n"nu;_mm! is article familiarises S¢nted to clarify the basic dif- denied; or allowed at the costs

nology in industries, power gen-

eration and transport should -

be introduced. Measures have to
be taken to combat natural dis-
asters like floods, cyclones,
tidal surges. The studies have
shown that our wvulnerability

emission from vehicles. But
here also one can raise ques-
tions about the seriousness of
our decision-makers. Progress

is really very little.

We are also

to phase
out two-stroke

es, which

its readers. in brief, about im-
plications of dysfunctional
consequences and evaluation
approach of development pro-
jects with respect to environ-
mental aspects.

ferences between economic and
the environmental aspects of
costs and benefits. The project
represented in figure | (a) ma
be attractive in terms of prof-
itability to its backers yet envi-
ronmentally of little value.

of the masses and the environ-
ment. To circumvent the situa-
tion the development projects
should be designed, evaiuated,
selected and implemented to
achieve and maintain cﬁ'u-
ence with the various etal
interests including the environ-

would be of severe nature. For are ting the most. But here | Environmental Aspects  Vhereas the project represeu..d
addressing the wvulnerability also one can doubt about the s in ﬂ%:lliﬂ id[bi: mt? betﬂlll“fﬂ]n' IﬂEﬂ:. otherwise the 1d:;rclu£&
and to initiate adaptation sincerity when one sees leading Dﬂmtltwtﬂ mentally desirabie yel 1€ss lu- ment purposes remain lar
h needs su of the nationalised commercial The environment, in gen- crative,
global community. esh banks a ng credits to im- | eral, consists of everything
| must rediscover elements of its Qﬂ 5, lluter two-stroke | within which plant, aqua life. Costs | Benefits Costs | Benefits
traditional way of life, unique by taxis. Alarmed by this " | animal including humans = ©—— Envwronment e
culture and avoid repeating turbed news environmentalists | . ... - omogeneous PR i
mistakes made by other coun- voiced protests. So for the time I al diti The h ,
trien being it is freezed. But nobody ogical condition. e human ! < Eoencanio & —— =t feonome
Since ggnlng of the Conven- knows when again those killer- societal system is made up of |
tion in 1992, Bangladesh has import lo would again suc- | human activities including ,'
been an active participant in all ceed in the approval | economical, social and cultural ]
international conferences con-  of the banks by : and other aspects, and influ-
cerning climate change. Being Management of our re- ences the ecosystem and itself is Fig.1(a) Fig. i(b) .
aware of vulnerability of the sources, coastal areas and eco- | influenced in return. Interac- ' ' ~
goufitty (ab Sécand AgsesqiEnt. Jsyslems 1s not a one-day Issue. | 4505 among environmental S 2o -' R e e commnes e
N of IPCC "95 ap- Itis a matter of 365 daysof the | ants — olants  aata 1ifa Bangladesh Context from fulfilment. People's skep-
AR \\\ |- prehenston that }7.5 per.cent of -, year, which ‘affects. the whele | SOMPONCE'S - PIATis. adua e -, o o one of the Hcisfir about development pro-
=== - ‘-\\x\ '| Tow-lying coastal’ areas of mnation. Let's not forget it. Let's | 2 v 0 . efc., are nof Bangladesh is one of the jects and s on environ- |
= 7 WA N |"\,‘-.; ] 'y adesh -will be inundated really mean business. Let's not hapl:l.az.&rd_ on ]thE cu_r_lul-.aryH least developed countries and - tal I‘:DIIEEII n v i o ey
=22 o {f ///‘J ’)‘H "53 1~‘l with one-metre rise of sea - lip-services to our major | they are highly organised. striving for development. De-  jected or valued less as rhetoric
i tad iidd JIB A IFR RN

level], Bangladesh lost no time environmental problems. | Development projects, such velopment is a comprehensive  or pedantry exercises.
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‘All districts to
be brought under

modern digital
telephone network’

Minister for Post, Telecom-
munications, Housing and Pub-
lic Works Mohammad Nasim
yesterday said all districts
would be brought under modern
Et}llgital t;tlﬁ%hnne netﬂuétgk by

€ year , Teports A

He was ina ting the 600-
line expanded automatic tele-
phone exchange in Tangail.

The Minister said the gov-
ernment is considering to hand
over the existing thana tele-
phone exchanges to private
sector enterprises, whic gat li-
cences earlier to install digital
exchanges.

State Minister for Foreign
Affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury,
Abdul Mannan MP, Abdul
Kader Siddiqui, Bir Uttam, MP,
Khondker Asaduzzaman MP,
Awami League central joint sec-
retary Shamsur Rahman Khan
Shahjahan and T and T Board
Chajirman M A Mannan
Chowdhury, among others,
spoke on the occasion.

Nasim said 3.5 lakh tele-
phone lines were installed in 26
years since independence but
the present government has
given 1.5 lakh telephone con-
nections across the country.

He said the government is
putting its best efforts to reach
telephone facilities to every
house in the country.

BOU to launch
BA/BSS courses

Bangladesh Open University
(BOU) is pgoing to launch
BA/BSS programmes soon,
says a press release.

A workshop for text book
writers for the courses was held
at NAEM in the city yesterday.
Thirty-five teachers and text
book writers from different col-
leges and universities partici-
pated.

BOU Vice-Chancellor Dr M
Aminul Islam was chief guest
and Pro-VC Dr R | Sharif spe-
cial guest at the workshop. The
Dean of the School of Social
Science, Humanities and Lan-
guage, Dr Shireen Huq presided.

The Vice-Chancellor said the
primary objective of BOU is to
cater to the needs of workers,
service holders, housewives and
professional people who are de-
prived of education facilities in
the conventional institutions.
But in view of the growing de-
mand for introduction of some
general subjects, BOU has de-
cided to Jaunch BA/BSS
courses. It is considering intro-
duii:ling Master level courses as
well.

<Jamaat-e-Islami began a long march towards Rangamati
from Ramna Green in the city yesterday morning.
—Star photo
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Moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by temperature
gusty or squally wind is likely at most places over Chittagong and
Sylhet divisions with heavy lalls at one or two places in the next
12 hours till 6 pm today, reports UNB.

It is also likely at many places over Barisal and Dhaka
divisions and al a Ft‘.w places over Khulnia and Rajshahi divisions
during the period.

Met oflice ¥ﬂsterday said day temperature may fall by 1-2 degree
Celsius over the country due to on set of monsoon.

Rainfall activity may increase in the next two days.

Country’s highest temperature at 42.8 degree Celsius was
recorded yesterday at Rajshahi and the lowest 23.4 degree Celsius
at Cox's Bazar,

The sun sets today at 6:46 pm and rises tomorrow at 5.10 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were !

City /Town Temperature Humidity in
in celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 35.4 30.3 B4 83
Chiltagong 28.0 26.7 95 82
Khulna 36.5 30.0 78 75
Rajshahi 42.8 30.0 69 43
Barisal 35.2 28.8 85 %

| First power barge for

Khulna plant arrives

MONGLA PORT (Khulna).
June 9: The first power barge for
the 110 megawatt Khulna ge
Mounted Power Plant arrived
here this afternoon, report
agencies.

The giant 55 MW floating
power house was carried from
Singapore by a special mother
vessel on Sunday morning up to
Akram point. From there, it
was carried by three tugs to
Mongla Jetty at 4:45 pm today.

The barge will reach the
plant site of the Khulna Power
Company Limited at Goalpara.
Khulna after completing port
formalities.

The company will begin
commercial production by mid

L.

Finish Power Plant Manu-
facturers Wartsila made the
readymade power house which
was assembled in Singapore.
The barge is 95-metre in length
and 25-metre in width and 40-
metre in height.

Two barge mounted plants, .
Tiger 1 and Tiger 2, are expected
to be commissioned on August
15, when they would be con-
nected to the national grid at
the nearby Goalpara Power
Plant site. The Tiger 2 is ex-
pected to reach by early next
month, officials said.

Khulna Power Company
Limited (KPCL), an enterprise
comprising three companies
with the Finland-based Wart-
sila NSD Corporation being the
major partner, installs the
plant which will initially be
run by furnace oil and later by
gas subject to its availability.
The two others companies are
Bangladesh-based Summit
Group and United Group.

The plant, to be operated on

a build-own-operate basis un-
der a 15-year contract with
Power Development Board,
costs 100 million dollar, Inter-
national Finance Corporation
(IFC), the private sector financ-
ing wing of the World Bank will
rovide 51.9 million dollar as
oan, the largest ever amount
sanctioned for a private sector
project in Bangladesh, officials
said.

Khulna Power Company of-
ficials said initially the gov-
ernment will buy power {rom
them at a price of 5.8 cent per
kilo watt per hour (Taka 2.72)
but the price will drop by one
cent when the plant would be
transformed into a gas-based
one.

The plant will consume 500
tonnes of oil daily to generate
the 110 MW power by the 19
generators of two barges.

Experts said despite the
power tariff being a little costly
the barge mounted power plants
with small generating capacity
is the best, fastest achievable
solution for the power starved
countries like Bangladesh.

They said several countries
including the Philippines,
Caribbean Islands. Dominican
Republic, Jamaica, Guatemala,
Honduras have solved their

wer problems to a greet extent

using the barge-based power
plants.

According to a World Bank
study, in case of Bangladesh,
each unit not generated is as ex-

nsive as 20 cent as it directly
effects the economy.

"No power is more :xpcnslvc
than expensive power’, said
Arun Malla, general manager of
Wartsila, referring to the study.

Dacoits kill
UP chairman
in Ctg village

CHITTAGONG, Jun 9: A
Union Parishad chairman of
Banskhali thana here was shot
dead by dacoits Monday night,
reports UNB.

Police said a gang stormed
Gandamara village at dead of
night and looted valuables from
sevent houses, When the dacoits
tried to raid an‘'eighth house,
the villagers informed Union
Parishad chairman Badiul
Alam Chowdhury.

Chowdhury and his men
rushed to the spot to resist the
dacoits, who opened fire at the
chairman, killing him in-

| stantly.

‘Law and order
situation good
in Rajshahi’

RAJSHAHI, June 9: Rajshahi
Metropolitan Police (RMP)
Commissioner Syed Sirajul Is-
lam today said a peaceful situa-
tion was prevailing in Rajshahi
city and law and order was good
due to active cooperation of the

people, reports :

he police commissioner

said this while exchanging
views with local journalists at
RMP headquarters.

He informed the journalists
that additional police force has
been deployed on Rajshahi
University campus to maintain
law and order.
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A fund-raising event was held at Dhaka Sheraton Hotel

recently.

4 die of
Sunstroke

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Jun 9: Sl of Go-
mastapur thana Gazi lkhtiar
Uddin died of sunstroke today.

The SI, who hailed from
Narail. collapsed due to the ex-
treme heat at Punor village of
Gomastapur. He was rushed to
the local health complex, where
the attending doctors declared
him dead.

UNB adds from Sirajganj:
Three people died from sun-
stroke in three thanas of the
district yesterday.

The victims were identified
as Abdul Jabbar, 61, a farmer of
Nandilmadhu village, Ka-
markhand, Fazlur Rahman, 63,
a shopkeeper of Choirashika
village, Ullapara, and Roushan
Ara, 40, ol Arkandi village,
Shahjadpur.

Power supply
disrupted in
five dists

Power supply in five districts
underegr:atcr Mymensingh
remained cut off for about four
hours due to technical fault in
the 33-KV sub-station line near
Bhairab yesterday, reports
UNB.

According to officials, power
uuppli; to Jamalpur, Sherpur,
Netrokona, Kishoregan] and
Mymensingh districts was sus-
pended from Ashuganj power
plant after the fault was de-
tected in the line this noon.

They said the power uuppl%

to the region restored at about

| pm.

10 killed, 20 hurt

asS nor wester
hits Cox’s Bazar

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, Jun 9: At
least 10 persons were killed and
20 others injured in different
incidents during a two-hour
nor'wester which hit " this
coastal town around 8;30 am

today.
N¥shupada Barua, 25, and
Moktar Ahmed drowned when

their boat capsized in the
Matamuhuri River under
Chakoria thana.

Abu Syed, 40, Didarul Islam,

20, of Kutubdia and Zaker Ah-
mad, 45, and Lakhindra, 40, of
Ramu thana died when they
were struck by lightning during
the storm. Three other yel
unidentified persons died of
lightning at different places of
Chakoria thana.

The injured were admitted to
Ramu and Kutubdia health
complexes and Cox's Bazar
Sadar Hospital.

When contacted, Cox's Bazar
Met Office sources said 110 mm
rain and windspeed of 88 kilo-
metre per hour were recorded
during the storm.

Ctg Bangabandhu

Parishad confce
postponed
CHITTAGONG, Jun 9: The
district conference and council
session of Bangabandhu
Parishad, Chittagong., sched-
uled to be held on June 12, has
been postponed as per directive
from the central committee, a
arishad press release said
Eere today, reports BSS.

Awami Le

sources

and part
addresse
ing the newcomers.

Fund-raising
event held

A fund-ratsing event was or-
ganised at the Dhaka Sheraton
Hotel recently by Rajtini
Amalan, membership secretary
of British Women's Association
and wife of San Amalan, Gen-
eral Manager of the hotel. says
a press release.

About 32 participants took
part in the event that included °
games like bridge, scrabble,
mahjong and monopoly. The
games were followed by a lunch
and a rafile draw.

The proceeds of the event
which amounted to Taka 18
thousand will be donated to
ICDDR.B.

The Sheraton Hotel spon-
sored the venue and providec
few othier services and ameni-
ties free of cost for the event.

Tk 18 cr UK grant
for SUFERP

The Department for Inter-
national Development (DFID)
of UK has approved a grant of
2.45 million pound sterling
{over Tk 18 crore 13 lakh) for
the Support for University
Fisheries Education and Re-
search Project (SUFERP) of the
%nvfrmnent of Bangladesh, a

ritish High Commission press
release said yesterday, reports
BSS.

The project will support de-
mand driven research and
training in fisheries, and cur-
riculum development in five
universities in the country
through the University Grants
Commission over a five-and-a-
half year period.

1,000 BNP activists
from Narsingdi
join AL

Over 1,000 activists of BNP
and its front organisations

from Palash thana of Narsingdi
district have joined Awami

Lea%ul: hl:ing inspired by the
ideology of Bangabandhu, re-
ports UNB.

The BNP leaders and work-
ers, led by party leader Syed
Jabed Hossain, joined the rul-
ing party at a function in the
city yesterday reposing their
confidence in the leadership of
e chief Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina.

Among others, Water Re-
inister Abdur Razzak

leader Abdul Jalil
the function welcom-



