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Sorry, This 1s
Unacceptable

With temperatures hovering around 35 and
shooting at times to 40 and beyond, the absence of
power has proved the second best leveller after
death hitting everyone of the 120 million

ladesh citizens directly with the taste of bein
stewed in one's own juice. The power-starve
wheels of our industry and pumps of own irriga-
tion are going to deeply dent manufactures as well
farm &mduces that will prolong the suffering be-

ond the sweltering days.
% But the government must know that sweating

998

eople are getting up at midnight and cursing it
m heart. Night after night and often many times
a night.

e have been repeatedly told over the last two
years that the present power crisis is due to the in-
action of the BNP government. But can we ask to-
day what specific actions have this government
taken to solve this problem? We are being told that
the acute power crisis resulting in unbearable load-
shedding is going to be solved very soon. This also
we have hearing for the last two years. But the
situation went from bad to worse. We do not be-
lieve in these vague assurances anymore. We want
a clear picture from the government — phase wise —
about how and when our power situation will re-
turn to anything resembling normalcy.

We would like to remind the government that the
power crisis is crippling the economy. Industries
in some areas stay closed for the greater part of the
day causing production to fall to alarming levels.
The most critical blow is being dealt to the %ruspect
of attracting foreign investment. Let us have no
doubt in our minds that unless the power situation
improves we will not have foreigners coming to
Bangladesh to invest,

It cannot be that the government is sleeping out
the problem. But can it be either true that a gov-
ernment determined to do something, cannot even
show a semblance of it in two years? Frugality was
not what people wanted of the government in re-
gard to augmenting power generation and distribu-
tion by as much as 25 per cent. For only then the
tottering plants could be given long furloughs for
overhauling and putting to more dependable use
than so far.

Our national situation, specially power, is
direly in need of dynamism. You give it or your po-
litical prospects must start dimming.

The BUET Reprieve

By virtue of its internal dynamics facilitated by
the Chancellor's hands-off approach Bangladesh
University of Engineering & Technology is close to
resuming normal academic life. The BUET Teach-
ers' Association suspended day before yesterday its
work-abstention programme launched since May 5
in response to appeals made by Vice Chancellor Dr
Igbal Mahmud. Earlier on June 2 the officers of the
administrative wing had resumed their duties. So
the stage looks set for the classes to begin, subject
to adjustment in the academic calendar necessi-
tated by 35 days of regrettable shut-down. Also the
convenience of 30 per cent students who had left
Dhaka for their hometowns will have to be taken
into account. Aside from these nitty-gritties of a
none-too-easy rejuvenation exercise, the fate of 13
architecture teachers who had resigned will have

to be decided in a positive way if that faculty is to
pulsate with life again.

Thus the arrangement worked out by the VC in
cooperation with the BUET Teachers' Association
is a stop-gap one and not a complete recipe for en-
during normalcy.

The positive elements in the scenarios are there
for anyone see though — VC Dr Igbal Mahmud's
resignation has not been accepted by the Chancel-
lor and, he in turn, has not entertained the resig-
nation letters submitted by the 70 teachers. There
is also a decision on the admission test issue con-
cerning the Faculty of Architecture which had trig-
gered the whole crisis in the first place. A note of
understanding is supposed to have been struck as
well on the matter relating to the resignation of 13
architecture teachers. All of this seemed to have
floundered on the rock of will assertions and pro-
cedural see-saws.

The positive elements will have to be built upon
so that a congenial academic atmosphere can be
restored to the BUET. There, in an astounding de-
parture from track-record, a one-year-plus ses-
sions jam stares everybody in the face.

Bon Voyage W orld Cup’98

The world will be in a trance for over a month
from today. A trance of excitement, delirious de-
light and haunting heartbreaks as the most in-
volving and stirring spectacle on earth — World
Cup of football kicks off at Paris’ Stade de France.

Every World Cup is an unfolding of a new tale
whole new range of unfulfilled promises, predic-
tions, achievements of excellence. No two qua-
drennial meets of the best footballing countries are
same. Every arrangement is an improvement on
the previous one.

orld Cup'98 too is a long way from the preced-
ing event in the U.S.A in its organizational ex-
panse and glitz, in its share of media attention . A
record 32 teams, expected to be watched by 3.8 bil-
lion television spectators, are taking part in this
year's carnival. Although injuries have made early
inroads to account for crowd pulling name like
Brazil's Romario and cut short the possibility of
the fullest exhibition of an amazing attacker in the
form of Dutchman Bergkamp, the fiesta still
promises to be fascinating showcase of skills of all
the supernovas of world football. Led by the re-
doubtable Ronaldo, the constellation looks a full
body of dazzling stars. Look anywhere you like
there is a man at every corner with a promise to
play a ripple: Zidane, Del Piero, Battistuta, Mal-
dini, Zamorano, are all capable of acts that may
shape the future of this meet. While the world is
agog with expectation to see if the Latin flamboy-
ance and skill makes light of European physical
strength and mental discipline to take the Cup
across the Atlantic for the first time since 1958--
the time when the world knew a genius called Pele
as Brazil ed the trophy a second time in a row--
we the football cr Asians keep our fingers
crossed in the hope to witness a rise in the fortune
of the continental representation. But it is the
spirit of the game which outweighs every other
strand of devotion and interest. It is too large to be
boxed in continental and regional considerations.
And rightly so.
Let the eternal prayer: may the best team win,

| win in France again.

Campus Politics and National Insecurity

The ;:ublic universities in the country as centres of higher learning and research have to regain their
traditional role for grooming leadership in the various sectors of governance of the country.

concepts perpetually
related to the situations of
threats or perceptions ol
insecurity. The traditional
security concerns had been
state-centric, but these
concerns have been changing in
terms of dimensions and levels,
touching as well aspects which
normally feature as "low poli-
tics.” with an extended security
concern at the individual or
community level. The pattern
of campus politics in the coun-
try leaves no one secure, indi-
viduals who live in, and move
around, the campuses or the
university community, and
may in the long run even im-
ril the security of the nation.
Eﬁ:nce there is a call for "pro-
hibitory action against student
politics”.

Indeed, the make-up and
manifestations of campus poli-
tics in Bangladesh have been of
such an intensity and divided
nature in recent years that it
places both the security of peo-
ple and that of the nation in
jeopardy. And it is President,
the conscientious Chancellor of
many of the country's universi-
ties, has been the most outspo-
ken in expressing the nation's
sense of disgust and outrage
against the "malignant nature”
u?cam us politics, the magni-
tude of violence in most of the
educational institutions and
the involvement of the political
parties and the teachers in
them. What seems most alarm-
ing is not the most recent re-
crudescence of violence at
Dhaka University, that has
been endemic anyway, but the
stalemated nature of the teach-
ers' politics at the BUET, often
seen as the last outpost of aca-
demic excellence in the country.
This, together with the terrorist
recurrence at the DU and the di-
visive nature of the teachers
politics, led the President to
pique at both the politicians
and the teachers for violence at
the universities.

Recent Eruption

The outburst of violence at
the DU Arts Building campus
few weeks back was claimed to
be linked to an ourna of an ad-
mission-seeking girl student,
reportedly a relative of a
‘student leader.' The ourna of
the girl was alleged to have been
pulled off by a student' adver-
sary. The result was a chain of
events leading to a shooting
episode involving the two main
“student’ front organisations —
contending for dominance in
the campus — and killing of a
partisan ex-student-cum-jour-
nalist, and subsequently the

eover of the fﬂl|.ll' student
ormitories — which were the

last bastion of the main oppo-

S ECURITY is one of the few

official advent into the
nuclear world, the PM took
into cognizance that sanctions
would require considerable
sacrifices from the people. As a

IN announcing Pakistan's

symbolic gesture the PM
announce that he was
immediately leaving the

ostentatious newly occupied
monstrosity that goes by the
name of the PM's Secretariat
and that he ted everyone
to do his (or her] bit for auster-
ity. Better said than done, Mr
PM, for a people used to a life of
luxury, at least in the affluent
class the meaning of the word
"sacrifice” is lost in implemen-
tation.

To return to the PM's impe-
rial Secretariat, the shocking
news that followed was that
they were looking for a suitable
alternate accommodation to
house the large stafl. One may
well ask the PM. why. in the
presence of the already bloated
Ministries he needs an alterna-
tive governing mechanism?
An entity like the PM's Secre-
tariat is only required when
rulers need to circumvent the
Ministries (and therefore the
rules and regulations that Min-
istries are mandated to uphold).
who incidentally also happen
to be the PM's men. As we saw
in Zia's Martial Law, a huge HQ
sel up becomes a bureaucratic
yoke, it can barely pass muster
in a Presidential set up, so why
does any democracy need an
organism that tends to down-
grade the working of the Min-
istries?’

The PM should immediately
abolish the concept of the PM's
Secretariat and work out of the
PM's House. In order 1o have a
command and control set-up,
what he can have is a PM's Co-
ordination Council (PCC) that
mus! incorporate the concept
of a Central Control Room
[CCR) that works around the
clock. The PCC can be headed
by a Secretary-status Officer

with an Additional Secretary
as his Deputy. The PCC can
lhen have a  representative
Joint  Secretary and three

sition party — by the govern-
ment-backed student ;

The DU community took
time to regain their awareness
and to reflect on the whole
chain of events. Beyond the rou-
tine affair of a bereavement in a
situation like the loss of a
mortal sibling, no body seemed
interested in diagnosing the
whole episode in its true per-
spective. Rather the arrogant
cadre leadership of the stu-
dents, the aeﬂ'-pmclaimed
suardians of law, seemed to

ave their sup]]:nrtcrs even
among the teachers who as-
serted that a culprit trying to
dishonour a girl student needs
to be handled directly by the
armed cadre, rather than by the
government's law and order
agents present only a few yards
away or even by the university
administration, the Vice-Chan-
cellor or the Proctor, under the
existing proctorial law. Does it
represent a renewal of their
trust in the administration of
justice by an elected govern-
ment or a loss of confidence in
the fairness of the university
administration?

About the loss of a precious
life, one may ask: why a
youngman had to continue his
studentship much beyond the
expected period of four years,
and then take up the role of a
‘general’ in an unassuming
cause, despite warned re-
peatedly by his own comrades
around him about the dangers
involved?

The question also arises,
why a working professional in
a conscientious job, the son of a
college principal, a husband —
promise-bound to his loving
wife never to be ted — and
a prospective father, was turned
into the kind of role playing in
which he had to give his life for
a cause that can only provoke a
sense of disgust? His dream to
be both a leader at the party and
DUCSU levels (The bad, 9
M% 1998) led him to the temp-
tation to hang around the cam-
pus and was to invite a tragic
end to his precious life and
calamity for the family. The
last rite for him of a cash trib-
ute of Tk 50,000 from the gov-
ernment (carried by the Educa-
tion Minister himself for his
expecting wife], seems a cruel
joke for a life that was so much
more up-and-cunung.

The Malaise

At Dhaka University, the
well-meaning Vice-Chancellor
from the very beginning has
shown his sincerity in restor-

ing normalcy, but his efforts
reportedly has come under seri-
ous strain [rom a segment of the
overnment-backed student
ront and from his own group of
teachers who are out to dis-
credit his image (The Sangbad.
3 May 1998). The appointment
of two party stalwarts as
Provosts in the previously JCD-
controlled student dormitories
where the sitting provosts have
resigned rather than rield to
the pressure for issuing 1D cards
to the outside armed cadres can
hardly help alleviate the situa-
tion in the long run. The "lull”
indeed proved to be deceptive:
the eruption this time is an "in-
tra-party” affair, the attack and
capture of a dormitory in the
with no adversary involvement
and no ourna affair.

At the national level when
the opposition took up the cam-
pus disease in the Jatiya
Sangsad after the ourna affair,
the overnment initiall
seemed least interested to tal
about it, but when it did talk
there were very strong doses of
antibiotics offered without an
diagnosis of the disease, whic
the patients can be least inter-
ested to swallow. The very idea
of banning student politics or
"to shoot at sight” cannot be the
language of a democrat and can
rarely a solution in a demo-
cratic setting. When the Presi-
dent spoke candidly against
student politics his whole spirit
must have been to raise con-
sciousness against the escalat-
ing trend of violence in the
campuses where both the
politicians and the teachers
may perhaps have a hand. The
students had, after all, a glori-
ous tradition since 1948 in the
creation of this country and re-
making
1971.

Society. in particular the
academia and the politicians
have to take a lot of blame for
their more recent degeneration.
Having served the country in
the very top positions more
than once and steered the na-
tion’s course from crisis to cri-
sis, the perceptive President
could hardly miss the point.
The order and ordinances
meant to regulate the alfairs of
the universities initiated about
a quarter of a century ago in the
backdrop of anti-Pakistani
struggle need urgent renovation
and updating. The teaching
community can, and should be
allowed to retain, much of their
autonomy: but it is also time lor
their self-examination. In

of its history since

Ltheir self-reflection they should
ask whether their past perfor-
mances are consistenl with
their assignments or whether
their aspirations and activities
have crossed the internal limits

involving their students or
have interloped too much into
the realm of national politics.
There seems little doubt that a
lot of teachers do maintain li-
aison with cadre pattern of stu-
dent politics, and still worse
have direct affiliation with the
political leadership that pa-
tronizes the kind of student
politics' prevailing in the cam-
puses. Here one may suggest a
plausible, causal link in the
crisis at both the DU and the
BUET.

Similarly, is it not proper
now for our politicians and the
political parties to delink
themselves from the current
pattern of student politics? The
student community portrayed
the role of the "nationalist van-
guard” during the entire Pak-
istani period, a role which the

oliticians were supposed to
an: played against alien dicta-
tion, exploitation and imposi-
tions. e students have also
played a similarly courageous
role against an internal auto-
cratic regime. But there are
limits to their role perception
in the campuses of a free coun-
try in a democratic setting
wzen thousands of jobless
raduates are roaming around.
%hc nation needs, not armed
student cadres working as polit-
ical surrn%atcs but rpniitically
alert qualified professionals
committed to the formidable
task of nation-building. There
is also no longer any need to
have immature recruits into the
arena of the country’'s volatile
politics. What is needed in every
sector of national life and gov-
ernance is mature ltadﬂrshi% in
order to ensure Bangladesh a
secured future. For this the
younger generation needs both
skill development and prepara-
tion through cumulative expe-
riences. However, posterity will
not forgive us if the issue is just
left for an aberrant process of
evolution and allow the prob-
lem to drag on like this. Both
the politicians and the
academia have roles to play.

The Remedies

Sheikh Hasina has to play
the catalytic role. She must re-
alize there has been a qualita-
tive d?tntratinn in the pattern
of student politics. As the post-
Cold War vision would suggest,

Depiuty Secretaries on deputa-
tion from each of the Provinces
and each important Ministry
i.e. Ministries oi Defence. For-
eign Affairs. Finance, Com-
merce, Interior, Communica-
tions, Water and Power, Infor-
mation, with one Joint Secre-
tary and three Deputy Secre-
taries looking collectively af-
ter the other Ministries.

The ISI and IB should pro-
vide four equivalent rank offi-
cers each, These people will be
divided for work in 8 hour
shifts i.e. 8:30 am to 4:30 pm.
4:30 pmto 12:30 am and 12:30
am to 8:30 am. The Joint Secre-
taries will necessarily work in
the morning shift with one PA
and one Steno each, while one
each of the Deputy Secretaries
in the afternocon and nl%jhct
shifts. one Deputy Secretary be-
Ing in reserve to provide relief
in case of sickness. holidays.
etc. Each shift will have direct
access to the CCR to be manned
by the Arined Forces with a per-
son of not less than the rank
of a Lt. Col as in charge of the
CCR with three Majors and
ancillary staff te maintain
maps and communications to
assist him. At any one time,
other than the inl‘{mrent CCR
manning stafl there will thus be
about 15-18 personnel at the
most in close proximity of the
CCR who can coordinate not
only what the PM may require
from their parent Ministries
but also be available to the PM
10 give him an immediate brief-
ing concerning their own Min-
istries whether in his own oflice
or the CCR.

This job will include prepa-
ration of ” Daily 5Situation Re-
ports” as to Lhe extraordina
events in their domain of wor
as well as the progress in their
own particular Ministries for
various schemes/ projects. The
night shift will be responsible
for a draft of the Daily Situa-
tion Report. which will be [i-
nalised not later than 9:00 am
every day (i.e. the morning

shift). At the same time. the
Provinces and the Ministries
would know whormn to contact
in the PCC to send information
to as and when required. With
computers and adequate com-
munications, the PCC set-up
gives the PM necessary coin-
mand and control while
streamlining procedures and
operations. [t reduces person-
nel drastically while enhanc-
ing efficiency.

The whole PCC set-up can
then be housed in a modular-
t{p& building with the CCR in
the middie and each ministe-
rial entity having a suite of
two/three rooms ol about a
1000- 1200 sq ft each including
a moderate-sized cubicle for the
Minister whenever he is visit-
ing the PM House There can be
an attached cafeteria for meals
and at least 3-4 small confer-
ence rooms that can also func-
lion as private dining rooms il
some guests need to be given
meals, which (in any case]
should be a rare occasion. There
15 no need for Peons lor Naib
Qasids in exalted language),
give each office Suite an electric
tea kettle, a coffee percolator,
etc and let them make
tea/coffee themselves. The
three shifts together will have
a maximum of 80- 100 people (of
all ranks). the 30-35 personnel
in each shift will be work-ori-
ented.

1 had once recommended
that Asif Zardari's famous sta-
bles in the PM House could eas-
ily be converted into a PCC of

about 20000 sgq ft. costing
(even at Rs 1000 per sq ft] not
more than Rs 20 nullion. Con-

sider even the lunds presently

Ilkram Sehgal writes from Karachi

allocated for daily mainte-
nance and you can appreciate
the difference. The mainte-
nance should not be more than
Rs. 2-3 million per month in-
cluding cost of electricity, tele-
hones, etc. Moreover excepl
or the formal area in the PM's
House. the [unny courtier uni-
forms should be dispensed
with, they are symbolic of the
luxury of imperial rule.

With all due respects the pre-
sent functioning of the PM's
Secretariat is the main reason
for the inefficiency and corrup-
tion in government. Instead of
looking at the Ministries for
getting the work done, every-
one looks at the PM's Secre-
tariat, who in turn have be-
come a sorl ol super-goverit-
merit as each bureaucral posted
therein  seeks to increase his
own clout and in that expand
his own little empire. The re-
sult was that we bad to have
that monstrosity next to the
Supreme Court so as to house
the small army. Each small
bureaucrat in the PM's Secre-
tariat has become a peltty
tyrant since he just has to use
the magic words of “the PM's
secretariat™ o bully/coerce
Ministries to toe his line, most

ol the time to do such bidding
which may not be related to
P'M's actual desires. May | ask

the PM a direct question? As a
rivate sector person, would he
ave a cominensurate unwieldy

organisation to run Ittefag's

Corporate HQ?

Even one-tenth the size
would still be too many! The
main reason his Minisiries do
not function is because their
work has been usurped by the

Sir. We have seen what Ra-
juk and DCC have done to the
green or opeéen space over the
East four or five years. The

ave filled up the lakes an
low-lying areas of the city and
its surrounding areas giving ex-
cuse of the high-ups of the soci-
ely. As a rcgulauv: body |. e.
Rajuk or DCC — {f their hands
are tight, then my suggestion is
why spare the Ramna Park or
the Suhrawardy Uddyan?
Please allot plot to the high-ups
as early as possible.
Towftk Al Mumin
B-4/3. Bally Square
Dhaka

Are we that helpless?

Sir, Where we were, where we
are and where we are going da
by day? It's a question to myself

as well as to the nation. Nowa-
days rapes of minor girls and
teenagers have crossed the be-
lievable limits. This type of vi-
clous acts are increasing alarm-
ingly. School and college going
female students are now fright-
ened to go to their respective in-
stitutions alone, especially
those who are good looking. A
%nup of insane Romios vex
them as well as illogically pro-
pose them refusing which are
the results of merciless offences
like rape and acid throwing.

Mamun Ali Khan

BBA (Hons) Programme

Asian University of Bangladesh
Dhaka-1230

Let wisdom, not
vanity ....

Sir, This is a reflection on
Mr Meer M. Ali's reflection

(26/5/98) on Dr Azadur Rah-
man's earlier letter, both
printed in the DS Mr Meer M
Ali of BUET, in a diabolical
play of words, seems very much
to object to the world 'obey’ and
vehemently advocates the
world ‘lollow’ In its stead. It is
indeed a mystery to me whether
in actual fact there is much of a
difference between the two. If by
‘feilow’ one will in action ‘obey’
and vice versa, where's the con-
troversy? To have a false sense
of well-being just by sa}rin‘g that
[ will not emulate the colonial
era, seems lo be steeping in
hypocrisy. And if it seems out of
fashion to '‘obey’, how can one
run any institution ? Such a
statement spells of sheer irre-
sponsibility.

S ul Kader,

2/23 Mugdapara,
Dhaka

Whither BBC?

Sir. 1 would like to add my
voice to the chorus of dismay at
the continued absence of BBC
programmes from HBTV's pro-

ramme schedule. BBC is a
1ighly respected news source.
Apart from that, it also features
lascinating documentary and
investigatlive programmes such
as Panorama., Assignment,
Horizon, Top Gear etc.

It also enable us to pick up
the correct pronunciation ol
English words. So why has BBC
been omitted? This is not con-
sistent with this government's
stated goal of transparency. The
authorities should reverse this
unpopular decision. Far from

stopping transmission, we
would like BBC to be aired from
7 am to 3 pm.

Syed Zainul Akmal
Sylhet Medical College
Sylhet

the agenda of nation-state has
to be consolidation of democ-
racy and ensuring sustainable,
secured future for the nation.
sheikh Hasina has, as she
fondly says, "fought for the peo-
ple’s voting rights." She is now
elected to perform: fight for ful-
filling their positive security
aspirations i. e. eradicate
poverty and illiteracy, ensure
health and housing, cleaner air
and water, accountability and
access to information etc.
Begum Khaleda Zia cer-
tainly has no special reason to
patronize the kind of student
politics that is currently
‘popular’; rather she had built
her image through an inex-
orable leadership attribute in
the struggle against autocracy
and proved her success in the
lirst three years as Prime Min-
ister, when she was allowed to
work without much duress.

In the current scenarfo of
politics, one can hardly suggest
that the leadership on either
side of the political spectrum
would sit across a table and
come to a consensus on the is-
sue. Yet politics itself is an in-
leractive process and it has its
dynamism; given the right
stimuli it cannot but create a
positive response and help
build a momentum. The Prime
Minister as the elected leader
may unilaterally delink her
party from the ruling party's
student front, and the teaching
community should follow their
Vice-Chancellor and delink
themselves from their formal
association with the country's
political parties. That would
automatically create a moral
pressure on the political oppo-
sition and their campus adher-
ents to reciprocate and respond
accordingly.

Secondly, it may not be nec-
essary to impose a clampdown
on student politics as such; for
that may perhaps be miscon-
strued in a democratic setting,
but what can and should be
done is to impose ban on stu-
dents’ J}mcesa‘inn and meetings
in and around the academic
buildings. The student bodies at
DU may still have their meet-
ings in TSC area, near DUCSU
Bhaban and in the Mall, but the
class rooms be left undisturbed.

Linked to the above is a third
point: there is already a sort of
moratorium-in-place on DU
student politics, with no elec-
tion for DUC5U and Hall Union
bodies for nearly three-quar-
ters of a decade now, a de facto

* moratorium that may indeed be
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PM's Secretariat in an impe-
rious, haphazard and uncoor-
dinated manner. The essence
of gpod management is good in-
formation and coordination
backed by good communica-
tion, the leaner the staff the
more focussed on their actual
work. One can never stop being
amazed by the fact that gov-
ernment does not begin func-
tioning till well after 9:00 am
and ceases to function at 4:00
pm when any country requires
a 24-hour vigil mechanism at
far less the cost than what we
are incurring today. There is no
concept of institutionalised
crisis management of any kind.

Well done, Mr PM. for mov-
ing the staff out of the PM's
Secretariat, move them now to
their parent Ministries so that
they can actually be productive
for the government you have
been mandated by the people to
Tl

Well done, for changing the
Mercedes for a Toyota, now
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allowed 1o continue until a rela-
tively stable and healthy envi-
ronment is restored in the cam-
pus. Meanwhile, extra-curricu-
lar activities may be encouraged
among the students through
organizing Depart-
ment/Institute based associa-
tions — elected from each class
under the direct supervision of
the course teachers — bodies
which performed guite useful
functions in the 1960s and in
which extraneous ele-
ments/cadres would have no in-
fluence.

Fourthly, since the student
dormitories are the main
source of insecurity in the cam-
puses, the Hall administration
must be streamlined and be
made non-partisan, The most
amazing thing is that the cadres
are treated as guests, get a per-
centage from the contractors
and free meals in the Hall can-
teen! If discipline in the Halls

© cannot be restored, even with

the help of the police and the
BDR. they may simply be priva-
tized on a commercial basis,
within the permissible pallern

of a market economy era. with
certain percentages ol seals be-

ing reserved for the poor but
meritorious students.

Finally, the laws regulating
the university, in particular the
1973 order, should be repealed
in consultation with the teach-
ers. Elections, too much of it,
and academic excellence do not
go hand in hand. In a swiitly
r:hanginlg_l era when the world is
approaching a new millennium
Bangladesh university com-
munity have to be forward-
locking: they must make them-
selves model for the rest of the
society. This means that they
must be accountable and make
their performance as transpar-
ent as possible, Specifically, the
election criteria in the ap-
pointment of the university hi-
erarchy has to change in favour
of selection through advertise-
ment and search criteria; simi-
larly, power of election process
has to be curtailed in the choice
of teaching positions in favour
of specialist opinion and quali-

‘tative judgement,

The public universities in
the country as centres of higher
learning and research have to
regain their traditional role for
grooming lgadership in the var-
ious sectors of governance of
the country. To this end and to
ensure a secured future for the
coming generations, the stu-
dents, the politicians and the
academia — all have to work to-

ether, in their differing ways

ut dedicated to a common
cause. The alternative is a grim,
insecure future for the nation.

The author is a Professor of
International Relations, Uni-
versity of Dhaka.

vt G PR

i ol wenal Ty
- Junieipe teﬁ% afe bietoio
the rank ‘ols ral Secretary

e S e
o s e e 1

his domain in Punjab, the
largest province, with a few
Staff Officers in constant touch
with the Ministries to ensure
they are doing their job of run-
ning the machinery of govern-
ment  efficiently. The PCC
needed by you has to be a com-
bination information cell, cri-
sis management HQ and an an
electric prod to keep things
moving, Unless you daismantle
the bloated PM's Secretariat
and put together a lean. effi-
cient core of management that
is hands-on 24 hours a day, the
symbolic gesture you made for
austerity on May 28 to meet the
anticipated sanctions will be-
come another symbol in frus-
tration at big government doing
not much at the present and
capable of duinﬁ not much in
the future. The people have
great expectations in you, you
can only become great when
you practice economy in mak-

_ing their expectations come
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A $6 Billion Smoke

for S6 billion. This sounds like a lot of money until you

THE tobacco companies settled with the state of Minnesota

realize you couldn’'t even buy the Chrysler Corporation lor

that.

This was the third billion dellar tobacco settlement made
with a state. Texas and Florida are being paid off with even
larger sums. So the question arises. how will they pay for it
when the tobacco companies settle with the rest of the 47 states
at an average of 86 billion each? Like it or not, it will cost the
companies S282 billion, which, as everyone Knows, is not
chopped liver.

I asked a tobacco executive how he and other companies were
going to raise 5282 billion. _

He replied. 'Have you ever heard of the People's Republic of
China?’

"Is that where you hope to get the money™

"There are more than a billion people in China. If every man,
woman and child buy just one pack of cigarettes a year, we'll be
in clover ”

"Then there are no rules against smoking in China.’

"On the contrary. The government would rather have its
people smoke than produce more than one child. We're all set to
go. The Chinese haven't had much advertising in the past, so
we're plastering the Great Wall from one end to the other with
the Marlboro Man.™

"What about Joe Camel?”

"We re taking out TV spots on the Tibetan network, and we re
soing 1o bring the Virginia Slims tennis tournament to Mongo-
hﬂ. e ve gol all the bases covered.”

"Aren't you concerned that the Chinese government will
have smoking amd no-smoking areas for student political
demonstrations?"

"No. unlike America. the Chinese believe in free choice ™

"Suppose the Chinese don't smoke as much as you want them
ta’?’

"Have you ever heard of the Eastern Bloc?”

You mean Poland, Hungary and Romania™

"We [igure whatever they simmoke will pay for whatever we re
fined in New York and California ”

"How will the Chinese pay for the cigarettes?”

"By selling the Americans ashirays.

By arrangement with UNB and Los Angeles Times Syndicate




