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Gasoline crisis
in 16 N-dists

NAOGAON, Jun 6: Gasoline
crisis in 16 northern districts
of the country has reached its

ak following the suspension
of diesel Iiflinﬁ from depots
since Monday, disrupting traf-
fic and irrigation activities, re-
ports UNB.

Fuel distributing companies
in the districts stopped lifting
diesel from depots to realise
their demand for increased

lorry fare.
ngn{,ahahi Division Diesel Oil
Distributors, Tank Lorry Own-
ers Association and Northern
Tank Lorry Labour Union have
put forward the demand.
Meanwliile, the situation ag-

ﬁravatcd further as a section of
|

ling station owners stopped
selling patrol saying that their

stock ran out.
Local people said most of the

filling stations in the region
have hung signboards read: "No
Patrol.” But allegations are
there that they are selling the
fuel behind the door at exorbi-
tant prices.

They are allegedly
additional Taka 5-6 per litre.

China frees its
oil industry

BEIJING. Jun 6: China has
pegged its oil prices to the in
lfi*_mactliﬂnal markﬁt at theall'iskf
of endangering "the survival” o
Chinese producers, the official
Xinhua news aﬁt;%c}r reported
yesterday, says ;

The decision taken on June 1
hr the State Development
Planning Commission took ef-
fect Friday, it said.

"This is a final move to free
China's oil industry from the
planned economy,” the report
said.

In recent months, the Chi-
nese oil industry found itself
struggling to cope with a wide
gap between domestic crude oil
prices and those on the inter-
national market — the national

rice remained fixed at 18 dol-
ars a barrel while market
prices tumbled below 12 dollars.

This imbalance provoked a
strong increase in imports, of-
ten illegal. by Chinese refiners.

The drop in national prices
resulting from the policy risks
making it difficult for domestic
oil companies to compete, as
the production costs are higher
than those of overseas giants.

"Survival will be a

market
and price pressures as well as
facing intense competition
from multinationals.,” Xinhua
said.

China, a net oil importer
since 1993, absorbed 33.8 mil-
lion tonnes of foreign crude oil
last year, a 49.4 per cent in-
crease over 1996.

Domestic production
talled 160 million tonnes.

Foundation course
for JBC officers

opens in Khulna

A 20-day foundation train-
ing course for junior officers
and assistant managers ol
Jiban Bima Corporation has
begun at Khulna Jiban Bima
Corporation, says a press re-
lease.

The course arranged by
Bangladesh Insurance Acadeiny
will end on June 25.

28 participants are attend-
ing.
The Academy has also
started an underwriting course
"for officers of the corporation
at Bangladesh Insurance
Academy Bhaban in Dhaka.

About 30 officers from Jiban
Bima Corporation and different
life insurance companies will
participate the course.

to-

charging

Airlines on Saturda
29 officers of its stri
union and told other members
to return to work
d?’y or face dismissal, reports
AP,

the
~ more difficult for, Chinese oil
. _caimpanies because they hdave to |-

_ deal with domestic oi

airline has incurre
losses ranging from 451.4 mil-

674, Rokeya Sarani, Kazipara

Baly Complex, Sec-3, Uttara, Dhaka
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Tofael urges LDCs

Get ready to secure
zero tariff access

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofael Ahmed has
urged the least developed coun-
tries (LDCs) to organise them-
selves to realise their rightful
demands, particularly in secur-
ing duty-free market access and
opening up trading opportuni-
ties, reports BSS.

The minister said this while
briefing the permanent repre-
sentatives of LDCs to the United
Nations in New York on Friday,
according to a message received
here yesterday.

He hoped that in the upcom-
ing substantive session of the
ECOSOC the LDCs will take
united initiative for the imple-
mentation of the preferential
treatment for LDCs.

Permanent Representative
of Bangladesh to the United Na-
tions warul Karim Chowd-

hury chaired the meeting,.
ferring to the mandate of
the seventh annual ministerial
meeting of LDCs at the UN last
ear l’}gufatl said Bangladesh
e Minister Sheikh Hasina
had carried out this mandate
fwen by the ministers of 48

While explaining the role of
Bangladesh as a coordinator of
LDCs, Tofael referred to the let-
ter written by Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina to British Prime
Minister Tony Blair prior to the
G-8 summit in Birmingham on
May 17 last. This was in re-
sponse to a mandate given to
her by LDCs at the seventh an-
nual ministerial meeting in
New York, he said.

Tofael drew attention of the
permanent representatives to
the final outcomre of the Birm-

ingham summit and said all the
Brndpﬂsals of Sheikh Hasina

ad been positively reflected
there.

He said the announcement
provided for duty-free access for
the goods from LDCs, mostly on
an autonomous basis., under-
took to help LDCs to make
markets of industrialised coun-
tries more attractive to forei
capital flows, recommended the
OECD to p se a text by 1999
to unite aid to LDCs and sup-
ported speedy implementation
of High Indebted Poor Country
(HIPC) initiative of the interna-
tional financial institutions.

Earlier, the minister had a
meeting with US permanent
representative to the UN Am-
bassador Bill Richardson. They
discussed issues of mutual in-

terest,
-

PAL fires 29
officers of
pilots’ union

MANILA, Jun 6: Philippine
fired the

ng pilots’
by the next

In a statement, the airlines

said it sent a letter to the offi-
cers of the Airline Pilots Asso-
ciation cf the Philippines
telling \
em:ployment status with PAL,
effective today, for having or-
ganised, staged, led and know-
ingly participated in an illegal
act

them, "you have lost you

;I‘he airline also ordered the

rest of the 620-member union to
report for work by Sunday or
face dismissal. The union went
on strike Friday to protest an
early retirement

policy.
The airline cited two orders

by the department of Labour
and Employment prohibiting
the union from "aggravating the
situation” at the strugglgng air-

line. ns

There was no immediate

comments from the union. A
meeting by representatives of
the union, management and the
labour department was held
Saturday morning, but officials
gave no immediate word on the
outcome of the talks.

On Friday, union

spokesman Florendo Umali
said it was striking to protest a
new policy of early
for pilots who have reached 20

retirements

ears of service or flow 20,000
ours, regardless of age.
This policy puts about 200

pilots in danger of being "re-
tired,” he said.

. the

Over the past four
annual

lion nesos (11.3 million dollars)
to 2.§ billion peso (62.5 million
dollars], in part because of larg:

debts, an aging fleet and Asia's

CUrrency crisis.

The airline says it faces an
"uncertain future.,” and an-
nounced plans earlier this year
to cut ses by as much as 40
por cent by slashing flights and
sharply reducing its work force.

The airline hasn't disclosed an

estimate for its manpower re-
duction, but employees fear it
could be as much as 30 per cent.

The strike canceled all
Philippine Airlines, interna-
tional flights except one to

| Hong Kong Saturday afternoon.

Austerity drive in Pakistan

Punjab ministers decide
to work without salary

LAHORE, Pakistan, June 6:
All 18 ministers in Pakistani
province of Punjab have de-
cided to work without salary as
the country tries to slash ex-
penditure in the aftermath of
nuclear tests, officials said yes-
terday, reports AFP.

The legislators in the Punjab
assembly numbering around
250, have also surrendered 50
per cent of their salaries and
medical allowances, they said.

The News Daily quoted Pun-
ab chief minister Shahbaz

harif as saying the ministers
made the decision voluntarily
following an austerity drive
launched by Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif.

Pakistan has been placed
under economic sanctions by
the United States, Japan and
other countries. after it re-
sponded to five nuclear tests by

India last month with six of its- -

own, saying it had to restore the
strategic balance. :

Sharif has launched a "na-
tional seli-reliance fund" and
appealed for donations by his

countrymen.

The government plans to
check wasteful expenditure,
tighten measures against tax
evasion and up recovery
of billions of billions of dollars
in loans owed to public sector
banks.

Vietnam’s economy
may grow
by 7 pc

HANOI, Jun 6: Vietnam's
econ is expected to grow at
only 6.5 per cent to 6.8 per cent
in the first six months of 1998,
down from 9.1 per cent for the
same period a year earlier, a se-
nior government official says,
reports AP.

Nguyen Tan Dung, (first
deputy primé€ minister and a
membeér of the powerful Polit,

“buro, téld local reporters Frida

that the munt& is coping wit
problems and challenges much

reater than predicted earlier
this year.
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Manzoor ul Karim, Chairman of Prime Insurance Company
Ltd, hands over a fire claim cheque for Tk 5,88,47,422.00
to Jong H Han, Chairman of Swan Lon Co at Pan Pacific
Sonargaon Hotel on Thursday. Tae Kyo Han, Ambassador
of South Korea in Bangladesh, and M A Shah, Managing
Director, S R Chowdhury, Dy Managing Director and M A
Khaleque, Executive Director are also seen.

==

overnment of the People’s
| Repul.ic of Bangladesh

Customs House, Chittagong
| Ret. No. S-4/148/Admin/98

Re-Tender Notice

| Sealed tenders are invited from bonafide computer
supplier firms for purchase of computer & accessories
| (as per schedule) for Essaikuda (Speed) Project of
| Chittagong Customs House. Tenders should be dropped
{in the tender box kept at the office of the undersigned

lon or before 12-00 Noon of 15-6-98, which will be opened :-
jon the same day at 12-30 PM before the tenderers|
| present (if any). Earnest money at the rate 2.5% (two &
{half per cent) of total quoted amount should be|
submitted (refundable) with the tender in the form of||

Pay Order/DD from any scheduled bank in favour uf
Commissioner of Customs, Customs House, Chittagong.

Schedule consisting rules & regulations/terms &

conditions of tender

can be

collected from

| Administration Section of this oftice by paying the
price Tk 700.00 (Seven hundred) only (non-refundable)
through Treasury Challan at Sonali Bank, Customs|
House Branch, Chittagong during office hours from 7-6-|

98 to 14-6-98. If, under any circumstance, the office|
remains closed on the date of submitting tender, then
tender can be submitted on the next working day. The|

authority reserves the right to accept/reject any tender
or part thereof without assigning any reason.

Md. Nasir Uddin

Joint Commissioner of Customs

DFP-11973-27/5
G-1281

for Commissioner of Customs

Customs House
Chittagong |

Asian-style corporate
management 1n doubt

TOKYO, Jun 6: Asian-style

corporate managcmcnt must be
ditched, a leading Taiwanese

company chief said yesterday,
in the presence of once-revered
Japanese and South Korean
business leaders, reports AFP.

Morris Chang. President of
Taiwan Semiconductor Manu-
facturing Co Ltd (TSMC), deliv-
ered the death notice in a debate
here at the fourth conference on
“the future of Asia."

"The so-called Asian-style
corporate management has to
change fundamentally,” said
Chang, speaking before leading
representatives of the Japan-
South Korean management
model — NEC Corp, Chairman
Tadahiro Sekimoto and Dae-
woo Group Chief Kim Woo-

Chmng.c

TMSC, created by Chang in
1987, the founding father of
Talwan's microelectronics in-
dustry, is seen by analysts as an
example of the new-style Asian
corporation.

t has one focus, making
semiconductors, and a return
on capital of more than 30 per
cent,

The management style is
American, with the accent on
initiative, Individual respon-
sibility and transparency,
somewhat different from the

culture of major Japanese
and South Korean lirms.

"TMSC does not follow the
so-called Asian-style corporate
management”, said Chang, an
MIT graduate who started his
career with US giants Texas in-
struments and general instru-
ments.

“Competition is global in na-
ture and to survive requires a

company to apply global stan-
s." he adda:r

“It is time to take stock of the
whole (concept) of Asian man-
agement style. The world can-
not wait for us to change very
slowly.”

Both NEC's Sekimoto and
Daewoo's Kim appeared on the
defensive, tied to the virtues of
"confucianism” while reluc-
L?lntly admitting the need for
c e.

e feel pressure towards
global standards,” said the NEC

president.
"Asian companies think
they are compelled to change

but global standards don't mean
US standards, we have to create
what constitutes global stan-
dards."

For Kim, a key opponent to
the new South Korean govern-
ment's policy of restructuring
the sprawling "Chaebol” busi-
ness giants, Seoul cannot do
without large conglomerates,

The [rentic expansion of the
Chaebols, financed by pyra-
mids of debt, has been blamed
for the financial crisis that
forced South Korea to call in the
International Monetary Fund
in December 1997,

But the Daewoo chief doesn't
feel responsible.

Those to blame, according to
him are the South Korean gov-
ernment's which refused to al-
low Chaebols to enter the fi-
nancial industry and which
failed to develop the capital
markets.
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Yen hits 7-year
low against
dollar in London

LONDON, Jun 6: The yen fell
to its lowest level against the
dollar in seven years Friday af-
ternoon on the London forex
market, after publication of
some strong US employment
figures. reports AFP.

The dollar was up in early
afternoon to 139.89 yen against
139.15 before release of the US
data and 138.35 yen Thursday
evening.

The dollar also rose against
the mark, to 1.7761 marks from
1.7694 7]1.:51. before the figures
and 1.7643 marks Thursday
evening.

The dollar benefited from a
larger rise than expected in US
job creations in May, while the
unemployment rate remained
unchanged, all this refueling
speculation that the federal re-
serve might tighten monetary
policy.

The yen was under pressure
after rumours of political scan-
dals in Japan,
remained cautious, fearing con-
certed intervention in the yen's
behalf next week in connection
with a meeting of G-7 officials.

Fish production
falls in Magura

From Our Correspondent

MAGURA, Jun 6: The pro-
duction of fish in the district is
on the decline.

Fish like koi,
ruhi, katla, soil, boal etc are
not available here during the
summer season due to lack of
water in water bodies.

Most of the rivers, beels,
canals, haors in the district are
dried up almost fully during the
SUMmMMmer Seasorn.

A group of fishermen at-
tributed the production fall to
unplanned embankments, ran-
dom use of pesticides and chem-
ical fertilizers and indiscrimi-
nate fishing especially in the
rainy seasorn.

Local experts told this corre-
spondent that about 80 to 85 per
cent people in the district were
not getting necessary protein
due to lack of fish.

On the other hand, a large
number of people related to
fishing became job less,

ur, puti,

| EniE'lny;rs urge EU
Carry out reforms

to improve job

situation

BRUSSELS, Jun 6: A Euro-
pean employers group urged
European Union leaders yester-
day to push ahead with bud-
getary convergence and carry
out structural reforms to im-

rove the jobs outlook, reports
ter.

The call formed part of the
message of the Union of Indus-
trial and Employers’ Confeder-
ation of Europe (UNICE) to a Eu-
ropean Union summit to be
]116 d in Cardiff, Wales June 15-

The presidents of UNICE's 33
member federations met on
Friday in London, where they
elected Georges Jacobs, Chief
Executive of Bel Drugs and
Chemicals Group UCB (UCBBT.
BR), as UNICE's new president,
the group said in a statement.

UNICE said the presidents
called on EU leaders who will
meet in Cardiff in 10 days to
“continue the process of bud-
getary convergence and to im-
plement the structural and eco-
nomic reforms necessary for
improving the employment sit-
uation.

"Short-sighted initiatives
especially in the areas of tax or
social policy will only endanger
the recent progress made in im-
pruvlngEthe competitive situa-
tion in Europe — we should use
the current favourable eco-
nomic climate as the basis for
strengthening the foundations
of a more competitive Europe,”
outgoing UNICE President
Francois Perigo!l said.

Do not rely on
foreign advice

to solve econ
1lls: Mahathir

KUALA LUMPUR, Jun 6:
Prime Minister Mahathir Mo-
hamad on Saturday once again
exhorted Malaysians not to rely
on fureign experts to solve their
gc;.mlry s economic ills, reports

Countries that have turned
to outside advice have all expe-
rienced economic turmoil, the
outspoken leader said in a
speech at the National Palace to
celebrate the birthday of
Malaysia's king,

Their reliance on foreign ex-

se only brought these coun-
tries political instability, mas-
sive unemployment, surging
bankruptcies and escalating
inflation, he warned.

Mahathir said all this could
happen in Malaysia if more
pressure was imposed on the
ringgit and the local stock ex-
change. But he said the govern-
ment had taken several mea-
sures to revive the nation's
economy.

He said the people's faith and
confidence in the government
were vital because not ‘all the
government’'s measures could be
publicly announced.
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Jamdani manufacturers warn
against reducing incentives

Jamdani manufacturers
have urged the government to
increase incentives to keep up
the pace of export of the tradi-
tional product.

They are worried after news
that the government is consid-
ering reducing “alternative
support”, now 25 cent, ex-
tended to the industry. They sa
it should rather be raised to 3
per cent.

They told a conference yes-
terday that Jamdani products
would lose international mar-
ket and that the entire industry
would suffer a big blow “leaving
the weavers in deep water if the
incentive is reduced.”

“"Jamdani manufacturers
and exporters are utterly disap-
pointed and frustrated at the
news”, said convenor of
Bangladesh Jamdani Manufac-
tures and Exporters Associa-
tion (BJMEA) Rezaul Hag
Chowdhury. He read out a writ-
ten statement at the press con-
ference.

"The entire industry will be
destroyed and the weavers
will turm to be day-labourers, if
the incentive is reduced.”

They also set forth a six-
point charter of demands aim-
ing at amicable solution of
their problems.

They said that the govern-
ment should continue the in-
centive to support the industry
for harnessing the and to
save lives of around 15 thou-
sand weavers working in the
industry.

“The Jamdani products are
rospective export items to
essen the lmbammed trade gap

with India,” said Rezaul Haq.

The country now earns
around Tk 8.5crore per month
b{ exporting Jamdani. A total
of Tk. 26 crore came from the
cxﬁmn of Jamdani products
only between February and
April this year.”

They claimed that Jamdani
apparels including sari, pun-
jabi,.three-piece, decoration

iece and scurf had a huge mar-

et especially in India, Middle
East, USA, UK and some other
countries of the world.

Demanding incentives for
the unregistered weavers --
those who own less than 20
looms--, the BJMEA -leaders
said that the‘expo
products would be increased if
they were also given the incen-
lives.

They also demanded in-
crease of the time span for get-

Star Business Report

contain the eroding law and or-
der in the Jamdani producing

areas including Naoapara in
Rupganj.
BJMEAVice President Munir

ting remittance from present
120 days to 180 days.

The manufacturers also al-
leged that they are being de-
prived of the LC facilities from

the commercial banks. They Hossain, member secretary
argued that the weavers, like Zahirul Hag, members Mial
the garments sector, should be Wazed and Kamal Sarkar an

president of Bangladesh Tanti
League Khagendra Chandra
Debnath among others were
present at the press conference.

provided with the LC facilities.
They also urged the law en-

forcing agencies to come for-

ward to check terrorism and

Leaders of the Jamdani Manufacturers and Exporters
Association tell a press conference that the industry will
suffer if government doesn’t continue its support.

— Star photo

. I Census and House Enumeration Project 2001 under

ri of "Jamdaru -

~ Copper prices rise

in London on news

of miners’ strike

LONDON., June 6: News that
workers at a huge copper mine
in Chile are to go on strike
boosted copper prices on the
London Metals Exchange, re-
ports AFP.

Workers voted overwhelm-
ingly to strike from Monday at
state-owned copper producer
Codelco's Radomiro Tomic
Mine.

Traders said that a lon
strike would give prices a g
boost, but that the short-term
reaction may have already been
fully taken into account in the
price.

Three-month copper traded
at 1,706 dollars a tonne, up 28
dollars. LME reserves were
down 200 tonnes at 261,325
lonnes.

Three-month tin fell back 20
dollars to 5,960 dollars at
tonne.

Reports said that unionised
workers at Malaysia Smelting
Corp had ended their boycott of
overtime work. LME warehouse
stocks were down only a slight
20 tonnes at 5,055 tonnes.

Three-month nickel traded
at 4,640 dollars a tonne, down
10 dollars.

Three-month zinc traded at
1,056 dollars a tonne, up two

dollars.
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Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Government of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh

Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics
Census and Enumeration, 2001 Project
3/2, Asad Avenue, Mohammadpur, Dhaka
No-BBS/CEN/Collection-1/98-Administration-88  Dated: 30/5/98

Tender Notice

Two-enveloped sealed tenders are hereby invited from the
bonafide supplier firms for purchase of paper, photocopier,
microbus, Micro computer (with OCR), Line printer, Aerial
photograph, map coverage and Modem, Multi-media

| Software and Satellite imagery etc. for use in the work of

J| Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics. Tenders will beiracéiu?ﬁd at
| the tender box kept ‘at the office of the undersigned till 12
Noon of 14/6/1998 and will be opened the same day at 12:30|
PM in presence of the intending participants in the tender (if}
any).
Terms and conditions

1. Attested copy of up-to-date renewed trade licence,

attested copy of certificate of up-to-date income tax

return of the firm and 2.50% of the quoted price in the
| form of Pay Order/Bank Draft on savings certificate as |
’ the earnest money in favour of the undersigned will have |
| to be deposited along with the tender (non-refundable). |
| 2. Schedule containing the description of goods can be|
| collected from the abovementioned office during office|
; hours on payment of Taka 750.00 (seven hundred and|
| fifty) (non-refundable) after the publication of the tender
i notice.
|

3. No schedule will be sold on the day of opening tender. |
4. Separate and total price of the goods.will have to be|

mentioned 1n figures and words. |
5. No incomplete tender will be accepted. !
6. The authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or |

| all the tenders without assigning any reason. |
17. 4 copies of bill and 4 copies of chalan will have to be
% submitted by supplying goods within 5 (five) days off
F getting work order. |
| 8. Cheque for money for the bill submitted will be paid after |
audit of bill by the Chief Accounts Officer, Statistics |
| Division, CGA Bhaban, Segun Bagicha, Dhaka. |
| DFP-12323/1-6-98 Md Hamidul Haque Bhuiyan

Project Director.

1

Public Works EM Division-6
2nd 12-storied Govt Building

Tender Invitation Notice

emo No-6-3/1987

|
Segunbagicha, Dhaka
|
|

No 75(1997-98) Dated : 21-5-08/7-2-1405BS]

‘ Tenders in Bangladesh Form No 2911 under sealed cover are invited from Public Works |
III irectorate’s special first class and E/M Works enlisted first class/second class contractors for thef
jundermentioned work. Tenders will be received in the tender box kept at the office of the Public |
[Works E/M Division-4/5/6 and Public Works Eden Building Division, Dhaka during office hours
jup to 12-00 Noon of 15-6-98 and will be opened on the same day at 12-30 PM in presence of the |
jtenderers or their representatives (if any). Tender schedule form and terms & conditions can be |
purchased on payment of usual price Tk 425/- (four hundred twenty-five) only (non-refundable) |
ffrom the Public Works E/M Division-4/5/6 and Public Works Eden Building Division, Dhaka |
lduring office hours up to 14-6-98. 2% (two per cent) of the estimated cost as earnest money must
Ibe submitted with each tender through Bank Draft/Pay Order from any scheduled bank of|
[Bangladesh in favour of the Executive Engineer, Public Works E/M Division-6, Dhaka. |
lAuthority of this office reserves the right to accept any tender or reject all tenders without |
assigning any reason. Contractor himself or his attested letter bearer representative can purchase |
| ender on production of registration book with necessary papers. Participant in the tender musl

submit certificate consisting TIN with the tender.

I Name of work

INO

Time

Eamest |
a]lﬂ\\'ﬂd |

money

Estimated
COst

1) Repairing of burnt, out of order 56" ceiling fan of building 1,61,169/- 3,224/- 15 (fifteen)

Nos 1 to 60 & Tin-shed TSTPTSB within Govt Staff
Quarters at Paikpara, Mirpur.

DFP-11804-26/5

days

Md Nurur Rahman
Executive Engineer

Public Works E/M Division-6
Dhaka, Phone No-414608




