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June 5, 1998

For life on Earth-Save Our Seas

A. R. Khan

Director General
Department of Environment

Today is the World Envi-
ronment Day. United
Nations' summit on hu-
man environment in
Stockholm in 1972 was
the beginning of the
global movement on
environment. In its 27th
session of UN General
assembly June 5 was
declared as the World
Environment Day to in-
crease public aware-ness
about global environ-

'‘ment.- A resolution was

also passed to form
United Nations Environ-
ment Programme
(UNEP). Since the historic
Stockholm Summit, many
countries are actively
trying to take various
steps to prevent the
ecological disaster. As a
result, 20 years after
Stockholm 'The Earth
Summit’ was held in Rio-
de-Janeiro. In the Sum-
mit, the participating co-
untries approved Agenda-
21 to prevent environ-
mental degra-dation and
to ensure environment
friendly development poli-
cies. After the Rio Summit
awareness about environ-
mental pollution gained a
new momentum through-
out the world.

The slogan for this year's
World Environment Day is
‘For life on Earth-Save
QOur Seas’ as this year
was declared as the
‘International Year of
Ocean’ by the UN.

Since ages, the seas
were the most easy and
low cost way of trans-
portation. Its impor-tance
grew rapidly with the
evolution of modern
civilization from the
beginning of this century.
Today the half of the
world's total cargo is
transported by sea-

vessels. The ocean con-
tains a huge wealth In

itself. There are 20,000
species of fishes and
thousand kinds of
snorkels, shells, corals.
planktons, etc.. This
wealth not only plays a
major part in retaining the
ecological balance but
also plays many impor-
tant roles in human life.
All the five continents of
the world is surrounded
by oceans. A large
portion of earth's inhabi-
tants live on coastal areas
and most of their food
protein Is obtained from
the oceans. As for
example, in Asia 55% of
the required animal
protein is supplied by sea
fish and other sea beings.
Besides humans many
other species of animals
are also dependent on
the oceans and its
wealth, The most beau-
tiful part of nature has

60,000 km? of coral reef
which give safe shelter to
oceanic lives, save the
shores and safeguard
mangroves from tidal
waves. Even though the
oceans and seas are
profoundly related with
the beauty and the
equilibrium of the nature,
developed and develo-
ping countries are pouring
all their industnal wastes
into it. Due to this
process, the rivers of
Europe became was-
tebins right after the
industrial revolution. The
oceans are being toxi-
cated Iin many ways.
France is using Marorua

Coral Islands in the
Pacific for nuclear tests
for years. Alongwith
municipal sewer, different
other garbages are also
poured into the seas.
Two-third of the crude oil
and gasoline which the
first-world need im-
mensely is carried by sea
going tankers. Leakage
of oil and explosions that
occur in tankers make the
ocean face a fatal toxi-
cation. The lives of its
inhabitants are In |eo-
pardy. Many developed,
countries are throwing
their nuclear wastes and
other toxic wastes into the
coastal areas of deve-
loping countries and thus
fatally polluting the seas.
The theme of this years
Environment Day deser-
ves the same importance
from the people of the
developed and develo-
ping countries alike to

Geographically Bangla-
desh is situated in such a
state that the liquid
wastes of the upstream
countries flow through our
rivers into the Bay of
Bengal. Human excreta
and industrial wastes

produced in our industries

increases the quantum of
these wastes. Along our
inland waters Buriganga
in Dhaka, Balu river near
Tongi, Karnaphuli at
Chittagong and Bhairab
at Khulna-the industrial
zones developed beside
these rivers are affecting
the rivers with their crude
toxic waste at an
alarming rate.
Bangladesh has 710 km
long coast which s
enriched with small
islands, the Sunderban,
Cox's Bazzar beach and
numerous deltaic Islands.
The people living in this
coastal region earn their
liviihood from fishing.

resist this global evil.
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~ Very often oil tankers are

releasing oil in the Bay of
Bengal. Sometimes there
are incidents like foreign
ships throwing their
wastes in our coastal
areas. As a result, our

sea water is now polluted
and the fishes are gra-
dually decreasing. Now-a-
days ship breaking has
earned a good reputation
for being profitable but
unfortunately they bother
least about oil, greeze
floating in the vast
coastal area In
Chittagong. The
Sunderban is losing Its
character due to the oll
and ingress of salinity in
the Bay. On the other
hand, the projected rise
of the earths temperature
due to climate change
may cause 120 thousand

km?2 of mainland face
severe flooding. -To save
our rivers, seas and
above all the country
from these disasters we
must take necessary
steps now.

After the present govern-
ment tookover, it has
taken policies to save the
ecology of this reverine
country and its coastal
region. Steps are ongoing
to create a massive
mangrove forest. The
rivers in the southern and
the northern part of the
country are likely to have
increased flow of water
because of the historic

water agreement with
India. Watershed ma-
nagement plans are

required to be executed
through regional coope-
ration among Bangla-
desh, Nepal and India.
Common rivers donot
belong to any specific
country. The United Na-
tions Environment Pro-
gramme endevouring re-
gional cooperation
among the countries to
save the oceans. Already
there have been suc-
cessful implementation of
Regional Seas Programs
with UNEP's assistance.
Countries like Australia

and NewlZealand are

strongly working against
dumping of nuclear waste
in the ocean. Japan has
declared ban on nuclear
waste carrying vessels
within it's coastal territory.
But these Iindividual
actions do not seem to
be enough. Global and
regional programs should
be taken considering the
dependenc of all beings
on the oceans and the
inter-relation between the
ecology and the ocean.

Message

The United Nations 1Is
privileged to participate in
Bangladesh's celebration of
World Environment Day,
1998. The World Environment
Day, established by the
United Nations General
Assembly in 1972, has over
the years gradually evolved
into a people's event which
brings together govern-
ments, community groups and
individuals in a unique part-
nership to organise count-
less activities that raise
awareness and generale
pledges to protect and re-
generate the world's vulner-
able environment.

This year's World Environ-
ment Day focuses attention
on the United Nations
International Year of the
Ocean. The theme, “For Life
on Earth: Save our
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coastal areas for whom
sustainable resource ma-
nagement becomes critical,
especially for the poor and
disadvantaged communities.
They are not only vulnerable
to cyclones and storms, but
also to rise in water levels due
to global warming. It is
appropriate to retlect anew on
their needs.

Seas”, is appropriately
timed as it makes us reflect
on the necessity of protecting
the largest natural resource
base in the world, our oceans
and their vast wealth of bio-
diversity. It is more SO
important because nearly 3.5
billion people live in coastal
areas and depend directly or
indirectly for their livelihood
on the ocean resources.
Bangladesh has about 30% of

its population living in the

The United Nations system is
fully committed to support
national efforts for sus-
tainable environment mana-
gement, as well as helping
Bangladesh meet its co-
mmitments to the global
environmental agenda.

Thank you.

David E. Lockwood
UN Resident Coordinator in
Bangladesh



