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HIS time the Central
I Intelligence Agency (CIA)
did not (fail. On
Wednesday, May 27, all the
American television networks
led off their evening news with
the CIA story that Pakistan had
completed irreversible
preparations for detonating the
atomic bombs. Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif announced the
explosion of five bombs to the
world the following day.
"settling the score” with India,
as though it was a game of
cricket. Come to think of it. to
India and Pakistan nuclear
brinkmanship is no more than
a game of Russian roulette. The
suicidal nuclear arms race in
the subcontinent is on.

Pakistan's explosions
recorded a 4.8 on the global
network of seismometers:
equivalent to 8000 to 15,000
tons of TNT. The bomb dropped
on Hiroshima measured 15,000
tons of TNT. The Indian bombs
measured 5.3 on the Richter
scale and were equivalent to
25.000 to 30,000 tons of TNT.

On learning of the Indian
bomb explosion from National
Security chief Sandy Berger
two and a half weeks earlier,
President Clinton had ex-
claimed, "Why!" Although Pak-
istan's explosion was "under-
standable” in the context of In-
dia's. Clinton remained as per-
plexed. Saying "two wrongs do
not make a right”, the President
imposed sanctions of Pakistan,
as is mandated by US law.

In their last minute phone
conversation, President Clin-
ton had pleaded with Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif: "If you
do this Nawaz, | have to do this
(sanctions).” At the end both
the leaders were forced to take
political actions against their
wishes. America's condemna-
tion of Pakistan was muted be-
cause in his four conversations
with Clinton, Nawaz Sharif
frankly talked of the immense
pressure on him to go nuclear;
India on the other hand, had
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LETTER FROM AMERICA
Pakistan Ignores Clinton, and Follows India
to the Nuclear Brink

Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed writes from Princeton

Now that both India and Pakistan have proved their manhood, which way will they
turn? Will they follow the ruinous Russian example, keep on building expensive
bombs that may never be used, until their bankrupt countries fall apart?

told the US outright lies about
its nuclear intenuons!

Pakistan's rationale tor go-
g nuclear was that the workl
dismissed (heir genuine con
cerns. Since the 1990 Pressler
Amendment, which denied
Pakistan the 28 F-16 fighters it
had paid for, America had ef-
fectively ended all military and
economic aid to Pakistan. In
the aftermath of the Indian
tests, both the US and China re-
fused to give Pakistan any se-
curity guarantees. BJP's de-
clared intention of grabbing all
of Kashmir threatened to sever
Pakistan's only territorial link
with China. Pakistan con-
cluded that between India and
Pakistan, the world had chosen
India.

China still occupies the
Ladakh region of Indian Kash-
mir, as well as Indian territo-
ries in the north-east. Since
India has to face both China
and Pakistan., it has to be
stronger than Pakistan, Indi-
ans argue. America's recent
cozying up with China did not
sit well with India. India, too,
concluded that between com-
munist China and democratic
India, the world had chosen
China.

Recent developments have
highlighted America's dwin-
dling influence with the sub-
continental belligerents.
America had worked on the
premise that the only way to
eliminate regional contilicts
was through globalisation of
markets and technologies.
That theory needs maijur revi-
sion. Armnerica's real concern

now is that Pakistan may ex-

plocle more bombs, and that In--

clia may provoke an incident in
Kashmir to go to war with Pak-
istan. America believes that
India and Pakistan may be less
reluctant to drop the nuclear
bomb on each other, killing
millions of their own citizens,
as well as citizens of
Bangladesh, embedded within
the subcontinent, and pollutin
the atmosphere for the rest o
the world.

Meg Greenfield wrote a re-
vealing piece in the current is
sue of NEWSWEEK regarding
the foreign minds and the
American reading of it. A lot of
the times what a foreign nation
does, makes no sense to Amer-
ica. It looks suicidal and down-
right stupid to them. Ameri-
cans remain oblivious of the
fact that the dynamics of for-
tlﬁn decision making does not
follow the American or western
thought-process.

During the cold war, with
mutual obliteration assured at
any miscalculation, Russia and
America kept their allies on a
tight leash. With the fall of the
Soviet Union and the cold war
constraints gone, nations are
now beginning to exercise [or-
eign policy based on domestic
imperatives.

Israel's rejection of Presi-
dent Clinton's peace proposal
has nothing to do with "threat
to Israel's security”; it has ev-
erything to do with keeping Ne-
tﬁahu’s fractured right-wing
coalition together. India man-
ufactured imaginary external
threats "from the north and
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Shahla Vini

Fashionwear exhibition:
summer fashionwear exhibition by Ka
Alliance Francaise, Rd: 3, Dhanmondi.

Pain exhibition: The 2nd solo
Karim will begin
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A 5-day 'Summerfest '98," a
Kraft. will begin. Venue:
me: 5 pm to 8 pm.

painting exhibition by

. Venue: Drik Gallery, House: 58,

Rd: 15/A, Dhanmondi. Time: 5:30 pm. Till June 10 from 3 pm-8 pm

daily.

Function: on the concluding

Jote's 3-da

brary auditorium. Time: 6 pm.
Workshop: A works
devel

opment in
Unnayan Parishad and Swiss

inaugural programme of its year-lo
Kazi Nazru Islalnl%: birth centen
recital and a play 'Rakkhushi’' will

hop on 'small enterpri
Bangladesh' will be held. Organisers: B
Agency for Development an

day of Sammilito tik

celebration of

, a cultural function,
present. Venue: Public Li-

se promotion and
adesh

eration. Venue: BUP auditorium, House: 33, Road: 4, Dhanrml-

Time: 3 pm-6 pm.

Roundtable: A roundtable discussion on ‘USA and South

Asia: A sh Pers
Policy Studies. Venue:
Time: 3 pm.

Film show: -

screened as

tive' will be held. Organiser: Institute of
IRDAP auditorium, 17, Topkhana Road.

ond Rangoon' by John Boorman will be
part of Zahir Rathan Film Society’
dian Sub-continent in the films of foreign

s session on 'the In-
filmmakers'. Venue:

Indian High Commission auditorium, Rd: 2, Dhanmondi. Time: 6

pm.
Art competition: The

Society for Conservation

of Environment has arranged an art competition for children
marking World Environment Day '98. Venue: Shishu Academy

premises. Time: 3 pm.

Seminar: The National Association of UNESCO clubs in
Bangladesh will hold a seminar and tra.inir'lﬁ workshop in coop-

eration with the UNESCO headquarters on
environment. Venue: BANBEIS audi-
me: 10 am.

UNESCO clubs in developi
torium, Palashey, Nilkhet.

o' to drugs: Role of

Roundtable on communalism: A roundtable on
"Communalism and Fundamentalism in Bangladesh: Role of Mass

Media" will be held. Organiser: Ekatturer Ghatak Dalal Nirmul

Committee. Venue Planning and Development Academy audit-

orium. Time 4 pm.
"i = ..- — :w%:--. 2

inance Minister SAMS Kibria Htihtmg certificates

el .

among the gentlemen cadets of the 38th BMA long course
at the Bangladesh Military Academy at Bhatiary, Chit-

tagong, Tuesday.

— ISPR photo

JS body on Water
Resources Ministry
reviews progress
of dev projects

A meeting of the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee on
Water Resources Ministry yes-
terday reviewed the of
various development projects
being implemented in the
country, inecl those in the
southwest region, UNB.

Committee president Abdul
Momin presided over the meet-
ing held at the Bhaban.

It expressed deep concern
over adverse effect on environ-
ment following decrease of un-
derground water level due to
widespread use underground in
irrigation purpose. The mect.lnﬁ
also stressed on proper use o
surface water.

The meeting referred to the
importance and necessity of
coristructing the proposed
Ganges Barrage and informed
that ADB, World Bank and Is-
lami Bank have shown interest
gil ﬂf project and pledged to as-

st it.

Highlighting the increase of
water flow of G , 8 e of
water., prevention of water
salinity and a bright prospect of
irrigation, the committiee ex-
pressed the view that the exca-
vation of the river Gorai is im-
perative.

The meeting also directed
the concerned authorities to
implement the Barabaishdia
project in Patuakhali district
on priority basis for public in-

“YP holds protest
rallies in city

Jatiya Party held demon-
strations in the city yesterda
in protest against, what it said,
a move by a certain quarter to
involve its secretary general,
Neziur Rahman Manzur, in the
murder of Obaidul Haq Babul,
reports UNB.

All thana units in the city
held rallies and brought out

rocessions protesting the al-
eged move.

Rallies were held in Kotwali,
Sutrapur, Lalbagh, Demra,
Motijheel, Sabujbagh, Ramna,
Dhanmondi, ohammadpur.
Mirpur, Pallabi, Tejgaon, Can-
tonment and Uttara thanas.

Among the party leaders,
Hasanuddin Sarkar, Shah M
Abu Zafar, Jahangir M Adel,
Saifur Rahman, Abu Hossain
Babla, Amena Bari, Joly Rah-
man, Lily Chowdhury, Igbal
Hossain Raju, Kamrul Islam
Sajal and Nirmal Das led the
processions.

*the“Muslims,” Hindus,
Buddhists and Christians of

west”’, as an excuse to detonate
bombs that, they hoped, would
solidify BJP's hold on power
through "Indian pride.” If Mian
Nawaz Sharif had not replied
to India's challenge in kind
within a month, his Prime
Ministership would be history.
Israel’'s defiance of America
emboldened both India and
Pakistan to do the same.

Dr. Abdul Kalam, the father
of Indian atomic bomb, is cor-
rect when he says that while
outsiders invaded India from
time immemorial, India did
not attack anybody. The Indian
leadership is equally right in
their observation that only de-
clared nuclear states constitute
the United Nations Security
Council. However. the fallacy
in these arguments is that In-
dia's detonation of the nuclear
bomb does not mean that out-
siders are now trembling in
their boots, or that the path has
been cleared for Indian Security
Council ambitions.

The world looks up to India
not for violence, but for non-vi-
olence. [ndia is not a country
the world associates with brute
force; it has taught the world
moral force. The world is in
awe of India not for its Prithwvi
and Agni Missiles, but for its
Pandits (as in Jawaharlal
Nehru) and Mahatmas [as in

Gandhi).

Some nations have unique
role to play in the world: India’s
is to teach the rest how to be
better human beings. When
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru pro-
claimed a secular India, he
knew that that was the essence
of India. Mahatma Gandhi's
reply to the question. "what do
you think of western civilisa-
tion?" ("I think it is a good

idea!”) summed up his belief in

the moral. not military, superi-
ority of the Indian civilisation.
Even in this electronic
Apple Computers an Mi-
crosoft feature Mahatma
Gandhi in their advertisement
as someone who made the
world a much better place.

American civil rights leader
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. em-
ployed Mahatma Gandhi’'s
non-violent techniques to win

civil rights for
cans. Lech Walesa utilised

Gandhi's technique in Poland
to dismantle ﬂcinmmunlsm‘
Gandhian non-violence is bd.uE
practised in Africa and Sout
America as thé Td
s To

.way to counter® Yo

Sil

the Indian subcontinent, Ma-
hatma Gandhi and Pandit
Jawaharlal Nchru are unques-
tioned heroes.

, both

African Ameri-

Although Pakistan's
founder, Quaid-e-Azam Mo-
hammad All Jinnah was him-
self a very secular person and
preached tolerance for all reli-
gions, modern day Pakistan
judges everything in religious
terms. en it looks at a
Hindu, it sees a fundamentalist.
To the Pakistani media, India
is always “Hindustan.” After
beating India in fleld hockey
matches, Pakistani players per-
form the religious "sejda.” As
though the same God did not

creeate the Hindus and the Mus-
liins.

Pakistan's paranoia regard-
ing India's "real intention” (that
is, undoing the partition of
1947) was beginning to stale,
until BJP came to power. The
vicious circle of vilification
and re-vilification received a
tremendous boost with BJP's
talk of "confederation”, and
aggressive posturing culminat-
ing in the detonation of the nu-
clear bombs. Because of its
foolhardy determination to
match every Indian act, Pak-
istan, one-fourth India's size
and far less in resources, is
forever condemned to emptying
its treasury to keep up.

While it is true that some
Indians will never accept the
creation of Pakistan [and
Bangladesh), and that some
Pakistanis will not settle for
anything less than the whole of
Kashmir, that is not necessar-
ily how the majority of the
Pakistanis and Indians feel. If
the Indians and Pakistanis got
along as well in the subconti-
nent as they do here in Amer-
ica. the subcontinent would be a
peaceful and prosperous place!

The immediate fall out of
the subcontinental nuclear ex-

losions is that it has made
ndia and Pakistan instantly
poorer. Led by the United
States, many nations im
economic sanctions on both the
nations. Because of its size and
importance, sanctions will not
bite India much. Pakistan
should be more adversely af-
fected. but may pull through if
the Muslim nations reward it
for giving them the eagerly-
awaited "Islamic Bomb."”

Indeed, the "Islamic Bomb"
does worry the West. US Sena-
tor Daniel Moynihan, former
Ambassador to India. expressed
concern that Pakistan may
share the technology with Is-
rael’'s Middle-Eastern enemies.

They are panicuiarlﬂwunicd |

about Iran, Iraq and Libya ac-
quiring the bomb. -

Now that both India and
Pakistan have proved their
manhood, which way will they
turn? Will they follow the ru-
inous Russian example, keep on
bujlding ¢ ive bombs that

hay never be used. until their |

bankrupt countries fall apart?
Or, Mlll:;h:y follow the example
of the Chinese, who after satis-
fying their nuclear lust, limited
nuclear expenditure, and are
well on their way to becoming
the mosi dominating economic
power in the world?

Effect of Pol Pot’s Death
on the Khmer Rouge

by ASM Nurunnabi

Though Pol Pot died, some larger questions remained unanswered: Why did he do it?
What forced him to instigate one of the century's most brutal reigns of terror? How

could this man be understood?

EATH came in the last

week of April for Pol Pot,

the man blamed for the
deaths of more than one
million of his countrymen. His
attempt to remake Cambodian
society by mass murder turned
out badly, and he ended his days
a prisoner of his former
colleagues, themselves a tiny
band hiding in a remote corner
of a jungle. Pol Pot died
peacefully in his bed, in a small
hut deep in a remote Cambodian
mountain, according 1to
accounts by his captors from
the Khemer Rouge, the party he
once led.

His death might have
brought relief to some of his
comrades in genocide, but it
dismayed many of those who
survived his massacres, The
four years between the fall of
the US-backed Lon Nol gov-
erninent in 1975 and the inva-
sion of Cambodia by Vietnam
in 1979 saw the wholesale
slaughter of the nation's edu-
cated elite and ethnic minori-
ties, round-the-clock execu-
tions of real and imagined dis-
senters, and untold deaths by
disease and starvation result-
ing from Pol Pot's attempt to
impose a state of pre-industrial

agrarian self-sufficiency on his

nation
Though Pol Pot died. some

larger questions remained
unanswered: Why did he do it?
What forced him to instigate
one of the century's most brutal
reigns of terror? How could this
man be understood?

When he took power in April
1975, Pol Pot emptied the cities,
abolished money and markets,
shut down schools and monas-
teries and forced the entire
country to wear black pajamas
as he tried to implement "in-
stant communism"”! People died
in thousands from starvation
and of diseases and the econ-
omy ceased to function. Anyone
who questioned the system was
executed.

Although the social pro-
gramme was going awry, the
Khemer Rouge thirst for power
intensified, and Pol Pot turned
his attention to Vietnam, Cam-
bodia's centuries-old enemy. He
launched a series of cross-bor-
der raids in raids in 1977 and
1978.

The mounting hostilities
with Vietnam and the diversion
of food and resources to the
army made the situation worse
in the rest of the country, but
Pol I'nl seemed oblivious to the
disaster he was inflicting on his
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Bangiadesh Chhatra

Moitree brought at a procession in the city yesterday protesting the

recent nuclear tests conducted by Pakistan and India.
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[ranian envoy
meets Sayeed

Iranian Ambassador to Ba-
ngladesh Mohammad Sadegh
Fayy
for Information Prof Abu
Sayeed at his office yesterday,
reports UNB.

During the meeting, they
discus various issues relat-
ing to bilateral relations.

Obituary

Syed Abul Hasan Quli alias
Quasem Quli died yesterday at
Ispahani Colony. He was 78,
says a press release.

He is survived by his wife,
daughter, grandchildren, rela-
tions, friends and admirer to
mourn his death. He was buried
in Hussaini Dalan after Asr

rayers. He had served in Ralli
rothers for three decades.
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Alhaj Golam Rabbanee, a
former employee of Jamuna Oil
Company was electrocuted at
Irf[dathertﬁeg r&sidengsjéesterday.

e was ; ’

He left m his widow,

two sons and two daughters.

az called on State Minister

% BBC roadshow

in city tomorrow

BBC World, the 24-hour in-
ternational news and informa-
tion channel of the British
Broadcasting Corporation, is
going to host a roadshow in the
city tomorrow, says a press re-
lease.

Alan MacDonald, Regional
Director (South Asia), BBC
World will host the roadshow
along with Amitabh Srivas-
tava, Distribution Manager.

Dhaka-Narayanganj
link road opens

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, June 3: A
link road between Dhaka and
Narayangang was inaugurated
here today by Shamim Osman
MP.

The eight kilometre long
road, from Mukti Sarani at
Siddhirganj to Chashara Rifle
Club, will pave the way for eas-
ing communication between the
two cities.

Minister for Communica-
tions Anwar Hossain Monju
was present as the chief guest on
the occasion.

_S-;ifur touattend
workshop in
LLondon

By Staff Correspondent

Saifur Rahman, MP and
former finance minister of the
BNP government leaves for
London today at the invitation
of the Commonwealth Secre-
tary General, to cipate in a
workshop on the 'role of opposi-
tion in deepening democracy,
sald a press release yesterday.

The four-day workshop be-
inning from June 7 will be
eld at Marlborough House,

London, the release added.

During the workshop, Rah-
man will also chair a session
on 'government's recognition of
responsibilities to the opposi-
tion," the release said. The
workshop is aimed at providing
an opportunity for an exchange
of experience and information
among a selected p of par-
liamentarians and academics

from a range of Commonwealth
countries.

people. Somewhat dishearten-
ingly, the regime did not fall to
an uprising or collapse of its
own ineptitude and stupidity.

It was done by Vietnam
which invaded its neighbour af-
ter a series of border clashes
initiated by Pol Pot and in-
stalled a pupped government of

Khemer Rouge defectors. Pol Pot’

fled to the mountains with a
small army of loyalists and re-
sumed life as a guerrilla. The
Khmer Rouge fought skirmishes
with government troops and ob-
tained some support from
China, Vietnam's historic en-
emy, and quietly from the other
great enemy of Vietnam — the
us.

Pol Pot was able to inspire
devotion in his youthful Khmer
Rouge followers even after he
lost power when the full extent
of the killings became known.
Changes in the world since then
seemed to have mostly passed
Pol Pot by. His forces boycotted
the UN-supervised elections in
1993, which led to a coalition
government of Hun Sen and
Prince Norodom Ranariddh,
the son of the country's titular
monarch, King Sihanouk.

The Khmer Rouge kept their
Leninist faith through the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union and
the stealthy triumph of capital-
ism in next-door China. But
some of Pol Pot's troops caught
the scent of the first stirring of
prosperity in Cambodia itself.

In 1996 his long-time deputy
and brother-in-law leng Sary
defected to the government side
with the bulk of Pol Pot s army.
Sensing disloyalty from an-
other tnp aide, Defense Minister
—uli Sen, Fol Pot had him killed
last year. Ta Mok, presumed to
be next on the purge list. 1 —nu
on Pol Pot and had him ar-
rested. A show trial ended in a
sentence of "house arrest” for
life.

reached the end of the road. The
fragmented guerrillas army is
spread out in the jungle close to
the Thai border. After years of
denouncing their foes in Phnom
Penh as "despicable puppets of
Vietnam.,"” the Maoist cadres of
Khmer Rouge are suing the
puppets for peace.
Dissemblings,

Pot's behaviour seemed to de-
rive from insecurity. the inse-
curity of a peasant revolution-
ary, with no training in the ex-
ercise of power. compounded by
the insecurity of an entire coun-
iry threatened lor centuries by

Today the Khmer Rouge has®

cnntrad_ic:-..p.
tiong,.deceits — much ,of Ppli .

its larger neighbours, Vietnam
and Thailand. Together th

[uelled an extreme behaviour |

pattern, one that left no room
for modation., debate or the

subtle compromises that nor-
mally underlises civilised hu- :

man intercourse.

After nearly half-a-century
as one of the world's most fer-
vent and implacable Maoists, at
the end of his life Pol Pot re-
served his hatred almost exclu-
sively for Cambodia’'s ancient
ethnic enemies, the Viet-

namese. He hoped to go down in
history as the man who had
saved his country [rom domi-
nation by foreigners.

Will Pol Pot's death help .

bring peace to Cambodia? King
Norodom Sihanouk, who had
been held under house arrest by

Pol Pot in Phnom Penh during

the years of Khmer Rouge rule,
said recently, that Pol Pot's
death had in a certain
senseliberated” Cambodia. But

others were sceptical that the .
death of an old man who no.

longer held any real power
would have a major impact in-
side the country

. They, how-

ever, strongly feel that by his ,

death, he will not be punished
for what he had done, but he
was just one person — there are
many others who are also

miilty., What will happen to
them?

Whether anyone will be put
trial for the crimes of the
Khmer Rouge remains to be
seerl. The UN has said it will not

give up but will be despatching a

teamn of investigators this .
summer to examine if a case '
can be made against surviving
Khmer Roupge leaders. Advo-
cates of bringing Pol Pot to trial !

hoped it could help break the
cycle of violence.

With his premature death
Pol Pot performed one last dis-
service to his people. He will be
remembered as the last great
icdeological villain of this cen-

- = Ew R w

lury, the last to commit mass

murder in the service of an ab-
straction. Mankind's limitless
capacity for slaughter, in the
vears since Pol Pot's reign, has
increasingly tound expression
in the primal rivalries of tribe
against tribhe and God.again;,
against God.. 2. 5 W
(i WARtenen the .¥isipn. ithaf
droye him to such unspeakable
cruelties, it vanished with him
into a smudge of black smoke in
the jungle. But his spectre will
continue to haunt the deeper
shadows of the Cambodian psy-
chie lor years Lo come.
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 Sayeed refutes Khaleda's

comments about the press

State Minister for Informa-
tion Prof Abu Sayeed yesterday
refuted some recent conunents
made by Leader of the Opposi-
tion in Parliament Khaleda Zia
about the and urged her to
be more responsible while %w-
ing statements, considering her
position, reports BSS.

"The opposition leader will
understand the baselessness of
her comments if she compares
the t state of the newspa-
pers with that of the period
when her husband and she her-
self were in power," he said in a
statement.

Quoting Khaleda Zia as say-
ing her husband allowed re-
sumption of publication of all
newspapers and ensured their
freedom, Prof Sayeed said that

during Zia's regime that
; ar Bani and ‘The New Na-
tion' had to their tto
publish through High Court
WTits,

Tttehiq andne rSangbad were

released during Zia's re
he said adding, "though The
Bangladesh Times was released
during the regime, the High
Court verdict was ignored by
not returning the newspaper to
ils owner.”

mé,” #

The state minister called Zi- !

aur Rahman an

"exponent of :

martial law and coup,” saying i
the people have not forgotten |

how he

ad seized the right of

J
the people to express opinion |
and free speech by imposing:

press censorship.

Prof Sayeed said the BNP !

overnment under Khaleda Z...

ad set an unprecedented ex- ;

lnf

ample by "letting loose” the po-
lice ainst journalists

brnad daylight at the National ,

Press Club, and attacking,
newspaper offices. '
"The people are also aware !

{hat Kh-leda Zia promoted the

poli.« officer who 'performed':
well in the attack at the press'
club,” he said. _ !
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