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PM'’s directive
to ensure
uninterrupted
power supply

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday directed the
officials and agencies con-
cerned to take all possible mea-
sures to ensure uninterrupted
power supply throughout the
country, reports BSS.

The directive came during an
unscheduled meeting held at
Ganabhaban yesterday with
Prime Minister Shetkh Hasina
in the chair.

The meeting focused on
overall power situation in the
country and discussed the ways
to overcome it,

Prof Rafiqul Islam, State
Minister for Energy and Min-
eral Resources, Dr SA Samad,
Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister, Dr Toufiq-e-
Elahi, Secretary. Energy and
Mineral Resources Ministry.
and Nooruddin M Kamal,
Chairman. Power Development
Board attended the meeting.

Samad produced in

court, confesses

killing of Rubi
By Staff Correspondent

Samad, the prime accused in
the murder of housewife Rubi,
gave a judicial statement yes-
terday confessing that he killed
Rubi in her flat with the help of
the two gatekeepers early morn-
ing Friday.

Our court correspondent re-
ports, the Detective Branch of

lice produced Samad before
the Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate's Court at about 12:30 pm
yesterday.

Metropolitan Magistrate
Abdus Salam Mia took about
four hours to record the state-
ment of Samad under Section
164 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure. Later, Samad was
sent to Dhaka Central Jail.

See Page 12 Col 6

Gayoom postpones
visit to India,
Pakistan

COLOMBO, June 2: Maldives
President Maumoon Abdul
Gayoom, hﬁ:ad of dauﬂsltl:ilgil;ﬁsiail

uping, has ind -
gll-:rﬂne% Elamled visits to Pak-
E.atan and India after their nu-
clear tests, officials said today,
reports AFP.

Gayoom was due to arrive in

Islamabad today and travel on
to New Delhi for talks with In-

dian leaders.

— Inside Today
Article

Pakistan's
Nuclear Res-
ponse—What

Next?
Column : By Enam A
Chaudhury

Page 4
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Role of Ombudsman
and rules of natural .
justice

46 countries ask India, Pakistan

Stop testing N-arms,

join disarmament

GENEVA, June 2: Forty-six
countries joined today in de-
manding that rival neighbors
India and Pakistan immedi-
ately cease testing nuclear arms
and join in the global move to
eliminate the weapons, reports
AP.

"The testing of nuclear
weapons by India and Pakistan
is totally irreconcilable with
claims by both countries that
they are committed to nuclear
disarmament,” said a joint
statement.

Islamic countries and oth-
ers, while expressing concern
about the tests, also criticized
the five nuclear powers —
Britain, China, France, Russia
and the United States — and
urged them to drop their opposi-
tion to proposed negotiations
for the scheduled elimination
of their atomic arsenals.

India said if the five powers
had accepted its previous at-
tempts to set up global nuclear
disarmament, "We need not
have gone in for our current
testing program.”

The five were among the
countries that backed the join
statement bhefore an emergency
meeting of the 61-nation Con-
ference on Disarmament.

It said India's and Pakistan's

tests "blatantly undermine” at-
tempts to halt nuclear prolifer-
ation and threaten to under-
mine efforts to eliminate nu-
clear weapons.

The statement. read by Clive
Pearson, New Zealand's ambas-
sador to the conference, said
India's and Pakistan's explo-
sions in May were '‘provocative
and dangerous acts.’

"Indulging in competitive

Israel planned
air raid on
Pak N-sites?

JERUSALEM, June 2: Pak-
istan told the United States that
Israel planned to launch air
raids against its nuclear sites
on the eve of its first nuclear
tests last week, Israel's two tele-
vision channels reported on
Monday, says AFP.

The reports said Pakistani
officials told both the US ad-
ministration and UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan last
Wednesday that Israeli F-16
warplanes had just landed in

India.
A9 see Page 12 Col 6

maneuvers ... belongs to a by-
gone age,” he said, "It is now
crucial that India and Pakistan
announced immediately a ces-
sation to all further testing of
these weapons, renounce their
nuclear weapons programmes
and sign and ratify uncondi-
tionally the comprehensive test
ban treaty.”

Also supporting the demand
were Japan, South Korea, South
Africa and European and Latin
American nations, but conspic-
uously missing were Middle
Eastern countries.

Iran said it viewed the devel-
opments with "deep concern.”
but also urged the declared nu-
clear powers "to fulfill their
commitment to nuclear disar-
mament in a time-bound

framework.”

Meanwhile, bucking inter-
national criticism, Indian
Prime Minister Atal Bihari

Vajpayee asked the five de-
clared nuclear weapons powers
to get rid of their atomic arsenal
rather than preach to India.
which he said went nuclear
only because of threats to its se-
curity.

‘Let us see il they heed our
call,” Vajpayee told a ﬁathering
of people who came to his house
in New Delhi.

BNP yesterday accused the
overnment of violating the

our-point agreement and
threatened to boycott Parlia-
ment, reports UNB.

Addressing a hurriedly
called press conference, Deputy
Leader of the Opposition in the
Jatiya Sangsad Prof Badrud-
doza Chowdhury said the Prime
Minister, Speaker, Chief Whip
and ruling party negotiator
Mohammad Nasim were yes-
(erday informed in writing of
the viglation of the March 2
agreement.

Answering to repeated

ueries, Prof Chowdhury said
the BNP parliamentary party
will take decision about joining
the budget session of parlia-
ment after reviewing the gov-

ernment steps. Parliament is
scheduled to l:}:egin June 10,

Accusing the government of
violating the March 2 accord.
he said inclusion of BNP mem-
bers in the parliamentary
standing committees were not
in accordance with the list
submitted to the Speaker.

Representation of BNP in at
least 12 committees were not in
accordance with the party nom-
ination. They have changed and
chosen the BNP members with-
out consulting us, added the
Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion.

He said Mohammad Nasim
announced in Parliament on
March 31 that Manik Mia Av-
enue was opened for public
meeting. But the government

BNP threatens to boycott
JS budget session

and the City Corporation as
well repeatedly denied to the
BNP the opportunity to hold
public meeting there.

Prof Chowdhury accused the
Speaker of failing to conduct
the House 'neutrally and con-
structively.’

He regretted that none of the
cases against the BNP leaders
and activists has been with-
drawn as u,il;cﬁd by the govern-

e

ent. The March 2 agrpﬁtg;m]t
politica

~stipulated that all 'p

cases against them will be
withdrawn by March 31. This is
a gross violation of the agree-
ment, said Prof Chowdhury.
Prof Chowdhury also ac-
cused that opposition views
within and outside parliament

See Page 12 Col 7

WC without Romario

| France Q8

COUNTDOWN
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Days Away
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LESIGNY. France, June 2
(Reuters/AP): Brazilian striker
Romario was dro from his
country's World Cup squad to-
day because team officials said

he had not recovered from a calf
muscle injury.

Brazil coach Mario Zagallo
said Romario had failed fitness
tests over the weekend and
would be replaced in the World
Cup squad by midfielder Emer-
son who plays lor Bayer Lev-
erkusen. while alongside the
new starter and two-time FIFA
Player-of-the-Year Ronaldo,
will be Bebeto, Romario's part-
ner on the '94 team.

Time ran out for Romario in
his race to recover from an in-
ury apparently incurred while

e was playing "foot-volleyball”
on a Rio de Janeiro beach last
month.

Zagallo told a news confer-
ence that Romario was still
suffering pain in his calf and
that it could take between 10
days and a month to heal.

Zagallo waited till the last

See Page 12 Col 8

Swap::m gets top
prize, feels
insecure

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. June 2: Shafiqur
Rahman Swapan. 22, has won
the first prize of Tk 40 lakh in
the Red Crescent lottery draw
held on Sunday.

Third among the five sons
and two daughters of his par-
ents, Swapan passed HSC exam-
inations in 1996. He set up a
readymade garments shop at
the Madhuban market in Syl-
het town about two months ago.

He bought the winning ticket
from a street vendor in the town

“about one and a*half months

back. Swapan told this corre-
spondent.

He plans to visit some for-
eign countries and then settle
down to running the business,
Swapan said about his future
plans.

See Page 12 Col 5
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vesterday when it was declared that he is out of France

‘98 because of injury.

-— AFP photo

Chittagong Stock Exchange

Automated trading to
reduce manipulation

Star Business Report

In a ground-breaking devel-
opment, the Chittagong Stock
Exchange (CSE) yesterday for-
mally launched its automated,
screen-based trading facility.

The new system will enable
investors from three major
cities — Dhaka, Chittagong and
Sylhet — to do real-time on-line
trading through a state-of-the-
art computer petwork. '

The CSE became the third
exchange in South Asia to have
a wide area network out of the
31 bourses, after the National
Stock Exchange and the Bom-

. bay Stock Exchange of India.

“This is a historic moment
for the Bangladesh capital

- Cotn
" first in introducing the comput-

market,” said CSE President
Amir Khosru Mahmud Chowd-
hury, MP, after ‘logging on" at
2:01 pm at its Dhaka office in
Kawran Bazar.

“Now the CSE is on the way
to fully abolish its trading
floor. Technologically it is now
a globally tradable exchange,”
the CSE President said. "The
‘s second bourse became

erised trading within t
years of its birth.”
Automation has been the fo-
cal point of CSE’s vision from
the very beginning, since its in-
ception in 1995, he said.

See Page 12 Col 1
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Land grabbing in Uttara—IV

Encroachment is visible with extended

walls, signboard

By Morshed Ali Khan

The water of Uttara Lake has
become totally polluted emit-
ting foul odors and posing seri-
ous health hazard in the vicin-
ity.

Spot investigation reveals
that the pollution has occurred
due to stagnation of the lake
water, years of neglect and
dumping of sewerage from the
residential areas into the lake.

The natural lake presently
stretches over an area of two
kilometres from Uttara Sector-
5 towards the north. Earlier the

See Page 12 Col 1
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12 killed, 172 injured
in road accidents

By Staff Correspondent

At leasl 12 people were killed
and 172 injured in road acci-
dents in Habiganj, Pabna, Chit-
tagong, Brahmanbaria and
Khagrachhari yes[erdat;.

Of them, four were killed in
Habiganj, four in Pabna, two in
Chittagong and two in Brah-
manbaria.

Our Correspondent from
Habiganj reports: Four persons
were killed and 60 others in-
jured, 13 of them seriously, in a
road accident on Dhaka-Sylhet
Highway in Chandpur Tea Gar-
den area under Chunarughat
thana }'cslﬂrdag.

Police and eyewitnesses
said, the accident occurred
when a Dhaka bound passenger
bus from Sylhet collided with a

Sylhet bound bus from Comilla
at about 10:30 am.

Of the dead, two were identi-
fied as Bazlur Rahman. 45, of
village Damdoma under Gow-
inghat thana of Sylhet district
and Ranu Ara Begum, 55, of
Comilla. The identity of two
others could not be known im-
mediately.

The seriously injured pas-
sengers were admitted to Habi-
ﬁanj Sadar Hospital, Mad-

abpur Thana Health Complex
and Chunarughat Thana Health
Complex.

Police seized both the vehi-
tl:_:tles. but the drivers managed to

ee.

Our Pabna Correspondent

See Page 12 Col 3

BNP’s long march
towards CHT to
begin from

Paltan Maidan

By Staff Correspondent

BNP yesterday announced
detail programnmes for its June
9 long march towards the Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts demandin
scrapping of the laws enacted’
for implementation of the CHT
accord.

The long march will start at
7 am from Paltan Maidan In
the city. The marchers will
reach Cyhiuagnng city by wvari-
ous lransports and pass the
night there.

During their journey to Chit-
tagong. the marchers from
Dhaka will be aided by others
who will join them at different
points.

See Page 12 Col 8

Writ challenging
4 acts on CHT
not moved

A writ petition challengi
the four acts on Chittagong Hill
Tracts was not moved in the
High Court yesterday, reports
UNB.

The writ challenging the
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT)
Regional Council Act 1998 and
three Hill Districts Local Gov-
ernment Council (Amend-
ments) Acts 1998 was filed by
BNP leader Barrister Rafiqul
Islam Mia on Monday.

It was scheduled to be moved
in the court of Justice AM
Mahmudur Rahman and Justice

See Page 12 Col 6

CID gets ‘usetul

information’
By Staff Correspondent

Carpenter Shoni Ram. one of
the accused in Shazneen mur-
der, was placed on a fresh two-
day remand by the CMM's court
yesterday for further interroga-
tiorn.

Maid Parvin who was under
CID custody till yesterday is
likely to be arrested today for
her alleged involvement in the
killing, according to sources.

Parvin had started working
as a domestic help at the Gul-
shan residence of Shazneen's
father Latifurf Rahman few days
before the murder.

Meanwhile, contractor
Hasan, one of the six accused in
the murder, v ... be produced be-
fore the CMM's court today.

Shazneen Tasnim Rahman,
youngest daughter of Latifur

See Page 12 Col 8

Rape incident
Anticipatory bail
of Jinnah, Jotsna

cancelled

By Staff Correspondent

The High Court yesterday
discharged a rule issued earlier
by granting anticipatory ad-in-
terim bail of Dr Jinnah and
Jotsna, an a{; of a clinic in
Mymensingh, both accused in a

case.

As a result, the ad-interim
anticipatory bail granted ear-
lier to them by the High Court
has been cancelled. according to
a press release issued by The
Law Associates.

Dr Jinnah allegedly raped
one of his patient's daughter in
his private clinic in My-
mensingh town and he was
abated by the Jotsna on Jan-
uary 3.

See Page 12 Col 7

Voters' ID card : Photo graph
taking may start in Aug

The Election Commission
has planned to resume its pro-
ramme of taking photographs
or voters ID cards from mid-
August but it is still undecided
who will do the job.

Besides, the EC has not yet
got government approval to its
proposal for multi-purpose use
of voters' ID cards.

"We will resume the process
of taking voters' photographs
for the voters ID cards in mid-
August,” Chief Election Com-
missioner Mohammad Abu
Hena told The Daily Star.

Before that the EC will up-
date the voters' list by the end of
July. It will spend the first
quarter of August to print the
updated lists. , X W

The EC is now scheduled to
provide ID cards to all voters

By Nurul Kabir

and prepare two data bases —
one at the district level and an-
other at the national level — in-
corporating information about
the voters by June 1999,

The ID cards will contain
major information including
the voters name, father's or
husband's name, age, profession
and address.

Asked who will take the pho-
tographs, Abu Hena said, "The
EC secretariat will seek legal
opinion of the Law Ministry to
examine whether the EC can en-
ter into new contract with the
old vendors.

"I have ordered the depart-
ment concerned to clear all the
dues to the vendors by this
month,” the CEC said.

Some 66 vendors took pho-
tographs of about 25 per cent of

eligible voters. But the process
was stopped a couple of years
ago following Planning
mission's objection to it on

OIn-

some grounds including allega-
tion of corruption.

The Planning Commission
had also said that a sensitive
matter like \rnt:;?b;[]hcarda
should get approv the new

nvernnglent I;E:aded by Sheikh
asina.

A probe body eventually
found no irregularities. The
government also gave the 'go
ahead'. Then the ECNEC gave
the fresh deadline for the ID
card project until June 1999,
with a revised budget of Tk 195
crore including Tk 15 crore for
data base on the voters.

Meanwhile, the contract

See Page 12 Col 4

2 B 1 5 DG SN (1

TE TR A SE Fieg S W Lol (PS8 T TS %A W (US| ALNHCR 3|

29t PTER IS S R TR A AS

B FLASR O (IO MG AW HIW MG 0 |

WOGR (FTB] HeAHA NS ASNTHOHR 7 4= TS BIANR I IR | @ L IR @101 2, o

freEs e @11 T 932
AG~S 3¢z Trwlre | W @]

B 8 ITH

firn e 1 @ e TR @3l A @it IS A IR W
fraifere Wit 28 BE P |

BN -Breum TS G2 Brad @y ToAdlo ¢ BA-DreTEe oo @ A T FLACE VA FHE IO S |

FEAMH 3 ACS T AT ¢d, 83¢0 DISTHH 7 | TEAMA W3S A1

7S % TR IR |

W ITTA 003 31 Bt R

a2 Brerm Py R o See Rew offin Shewmm 30 W3 AT | dadd WA WWHIH
Bestmaard TP % Bream (Cat. 369-S) 781z B3 CVD/Dumping Case 3 | b

association e Roen

wit 2w ¢ ¥ Shop

N
t ; - uqe
gl SR B @ @bes (U

wicAfEea B! A AMed e B el ore BaTe SArRTSt A |

Case ==
WA TS WMF |

Cat. 363) &% Sream @a2 US Cat. 369-S 3% US Cat. 363 = x.¢ 36 ] @R US

Cat. 369-S T db,9¢ 7% Ff& (FT6! IAW WICE | |
3359 (FT0] IS T (D1 &S TeAMA ¢ ISINPRIOR &vs Rl sirgs o1 A TN (el

mﬁﬂégmmm A (7Y TR I @R
k<l

CIATS (A0S BV FWS! 7R |

SR W=

AETE REE B 77 | @O S S99 AW @ 73 (IO 29 IS € W | AN
wmmﬁmmummﬁ’rmummm,mmmammm
Fa0o 1A, S Yodb T (IO TS © IW O |

Yot A I3 FIAAN
MMIW

R 301 [y A0S Y TI |

QAT SR N (TR Y 381 TS FAR
@0 TU-REy TN 9 JIF IS @l T

FMFS FACR ATHIIICDS BF YRS TAR S (1 HHE R |
wial @2 SfeE afeer o1k | e Rem v @ o e adte

TR | ST WA @5 e T

@101 (qewt 3 79 | e

Bt G0 W (el (RF | JTd (¥

T G VAR O ey Taenfs R afddie ol e wet
wmmmm‘lw (OORS TR

couf o7 U W ZS WS T, WR W WE F
rfr 1w GSP i @ e

FHATTHS

A =% I GRS /A oM IO
CIATS TR A AR SIWALD



