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S a women's activist or-
Nnanisauun doing work on
jolence against women,
women's rights and justice for
women we would like to put
forward some com-
ments/recommendations on
the proposed 'Nari O Shishu
Nirjaton Domon Act 1998’ (The
suppression of oppression of
women and children Act 1998).
These comments are from the
perspective of a woman's ac-
tivist and research organisa-
tion. and are a result of a series
el n—nd‘ digcus-
sions from work in Nar-
ipokkho, and from ongoing re-
search. As part of ongoing Nar-
ipokkho research on violence
against women, a day lon
workshop was held with specia
jl_udges and public prosecutors
rom the ten 'Nari O Shishu Nir-
jaton Domon’ special courts,
women district judges and rep-
resentatives from the Ministry
of Law, Justice and Parliamen-
tary Affairs. The recommenda-
tions from these consultations
are also incorporated.
Naripokkho would like to
specially emphasise on the fol-
lowing genesal points regarding
the 'Nari O Shishu Nirjaton
Domon Bill, 1998":
i Violence nst women is a
multi-faceted problem. The law
is one avenue which can be
taken to tackle violence against
women. However, even when
reviewing the law one should be
aware that bringing about law
reform is in itself inadequate
without a complete overhauling
of the criminal justice system.
Issues such as widespread cor-
ruption, lack of accountability,
abuse of power, lack of com-
mitment, negligence of duty,
inefficiency, lack of ethics, po-
litical interference, intimida-
tion and obstruction by the
powerful, procedural problems,
difficulty of access by the poor,
and lack of sensitive handling
of cases, are the main reasons
for obstruction of justice.
Ingrained cultural biases
against women present in many
members of the judiciary, med-
ical services and court adminis-
tration, and the stigma attached
to victims of sexual offences,
act as further obstacles to jus-
tice for women. Therefore em-
hasis must be placed on tack-
prizreas s 1o e achieved There
is a need to provide for court
mechanisms and procedures
that are accountable and sensi-
tive to the needs of women sub-
jected to violence, in order to
ensure the fair processing of
cases.
We are concerned that mat-
ters erelated to anti-terrorism
are included in the same Act as

offences related to violence ,
women, ; , Violence

© against
against women is a . serious

problem in Bangladesh and if,

one lprupu!cs to tackle this
problem using such special
Acts, then the effectiveness of
the same will be greatly reduced
by including this whole other
area of anti-terrorism. We
therefore demand that all pro-
visions regarding terrorism
and extortion be removed from
the pro Act. ‘

It is the responsibility of the

The

state to see that justice is done
after a cognizable offence has
been committed. The crime
should be viewed not only as an
offence against a citizen, but as
an offence against the state, as
the laws of the state have been
violated. In cases where a vic-
tim or victim's family is not
able to or not willing to file or
pursue a case, the state should
ensure justice is done. A cogniz-

- able offence is a crime against

the state and as such warrants
the ]%uvemm:nt taking respon-
sibility for the welfare of its cit-
izens. The prim
ltl_?lv for initiating prosecution
should lie with the prosecuti
authorities and not wit
women subjected to violence, or
their families.

Naripokkho in principle
does not support Capital Pun-
ishment, and questions its de-
terrent effect.

Strong punishments speci-
fied in the law may contribute
to fewer convictions, as our on-
going research indicates. The
accused persons often wuse
threats and offer money to
avoid conviction at all costs. In

responsibil-

|order for atgludg: to give a con-

viction with a severe punish-
ment, there have to be strong
witnesses, evidence and docu-
ments, which are lacking a lot
of the time. Giving a range for
punishment with a lower
minimum sentence would mean
fewer acquittals of guilty per-
sons. Surety of punishment
may have more of a deterrent
effect than severity of punish-
ment.

Murder of women, if not as a
result of rape, acid throwing or
dowry, does not come under this
proposed Act, nor does sexual
assault and molestation. Wife-
abuse (simple and grievous hurt
and death due to causes other
than dowry) is also not in-
cluded. So therefore this pro-
Eosed Act is in no way compre-

ensive with regards to serious
crimes against women. There
should be proper deliberation of
of whether it is more ef-

fective to modify the existing
Penal code as regards to crimes
st women, or whether it is
better to have a comprehensive
Act which covers all the major

SOspoyp whsh ses perpetraied

Wife-abuse is a major prob-
lem, however this is not suffi-
ciently included in this Act. The
dowry-related clauses reflect a
notion that wife-abuse etc. , is
mainly due to dowry. However
we must address the fact that
simple and grievous hurt and
death of a woman by husband
and family members can occur
independent of dowry demands.

Rights of the accused must be
respected, however heinous an
offence has.been committed. AL
the same , the position of

the survivor of the ¢ and
her family should L lt:mn into
consideration when giving bail
to the accused. Therefore bail
should be given at the discre-
tion of the judﬁe.
Definitional and procedural
problems make effective im-
lementation of these laws dif-
chlt. Definitions for some of
the offences outlined are not
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At a recent meeting of representatives from regional committees of Doorbaar, a national
network representing 242 women's organisations in Bangladesh, the reaction when talking
about the criminal justice system was that of a total lack of confidence and belief in the law
and the justice system. Many of those present, who have had first-hand experience of the
criminal justice system themselves, felt there was no justice or law prevailing in this coun-
try. They expressed their outrage and feeling of frustration at the rampant corruption, in-
timidation by the powerful, and political interference, whereby the truth can be changed to a
lie, and a lie can become the truth. They related many instances where innocent people have
been framed in false cases, and where the guilty are still at large. The feeling that represen-
tatives of women from all over Bangladesh have is one of disgust, mistrust and frustration at
the entire system. It is from this context that Naripokkho would like to put forward com-
ments on the 1998 Bill; on the one hand realising the need for law reform, but at the same
time realising that it is only a small step on the path to achieving justice for all.

Naripokkho is a women's activist organisation founded in 1983, working for the advance-
ment of women's rights and entitlements and building resistance against violence, discrim-
ination and injustice. Naripokkho is currently conducting a two year pilot study of Violence
against Women in Bangladesh and a rapid assessment study of Violence against Women in
Bangladesh. Sadaf Saaz Siddiqi, a member of Naripokkho, comments on the proposed Nari
O Shishu Nirjaton Domon Ain, 1998.

be clearer explanation of the
term ‘attempt’, where con-
cerned. In discussions with
judges and public prosecutors
the issue of the lack of clear def-
initions, or problematic defini-
tions has been raised. For ex-
ample, many judges found the
definition of 'dowry’ problem-
atic, and suggested that the
words ' to be given' be re-
moved. The definition of an
abettor was also not clear. We
suggest that definitions of all
the offences, and relevant pro-
cedures, be reviewed by | ex-

perts.

This proposed Act mentions
compensation to persons who
are pvl%slcallly or mentally
hurt. at will the guidelines
be for d and measur-
ing mental hurt? Mental hurt is
a complex phenomenon which
manifests itself in different
people in different ways. There

is  arisk of assuming a victim

will behave in a certain way if
mentally hurt. The danger is
that there may be prejudice
against behaviour which re-
flects coping strategies.

Other more specific points

'sixteen’ shall be deemed to have

been submitted in both the
cases for the words 'fourteen’ as
referred to in the fifth sub-
clause and the word 'thirteen’ as
referred to in the sub-clause en-
titled 'exception’ of section 375.
Regarding the definition of
rape: the words in the defini-
tion of rape and explanation
given in the Penal Code does not
specify penetration of penis
into vagina, it can be inter-
preted to include rape by pene-
tration of any object into the
vagina, or rape by forced oral or
anal sex. This expanded inter-
pretation of rape is important
to encompass these offences.
The rape of men by other
men sho also be addressed
and made a criminal offence.
Sexual assault and sexual
molestation are not included as
offences in the 1998 Bill. These
offences should be included in
the Bill, with proper definitions
and appropriate punishments.
The Bill states that raping a
child or a woman is an offence.
As the term 'child’' is mentioned
in the offence. this should in-
clude the rape of bovs.

which include proof of pater-
nity, false allegations, forced
marriage, or lifelong harass-
ment of a woman by her at-
tacker. In the current social
context the child may be stig-
matised as being a product of
rape, as well as having the label
of being illegitimate.

On the other hand there is
the notion that rapist/s should
bear responsibility for their ac-
tions. On balance at present it
seems the disadvantages out-
weigh the advantages of intro-
ducing this law at presenit.
There should therefore be in-
depth deliberations regarding
this issue. In addition, discus-
sion of this issue provides an
opportunity to do away with the
ascription of illegitimacy to
children born out of wedlock.
All children should have equal
status before the law and soci-
ety.

From consultations with
judges, it has become apparent
that only having the option of a
harsh punishment like the
death sentence or life impris-
onment makes it harder for jus-
tice to be served. Much of the

In the 1998 Bill it SEEiﬁEE time there is a lack of reliable

the suggestion that there should
be the option of settling the case
with the consent of the court,
This will discourage out of court
settlements which in many in-
stances are obtained through
threats or intimidation. There
are also many cases of actual
abduction, rape and subsequent
forced marriage, which the ac-
cused parties also claim are
cases of elopement; so many of
these false claims for settle-
ment may also be put forward
for consideration. The court
can decide which cases warrant
settlement.

It is an offence to cause
rievous hurt due to dowry,
owever a proper definition of

grievous hurt is not given. Ac-
cording to legal experts the def-
inition of grievous hurt should
be included. This is because
some serious attacks like near
strangulation may not leave
marks which come under the
present understanding of
grievous hurt.

Simple hurt due to dowry
should also be included among
the offences. The suggestion of
including simple hurt due to
dowry as an offence, with an

This proposed Act is in no way comprehensive with regards to serious crimes against women. There should be

proper deliberation of experts of whether it is more effective to modify the existing Penal code as regards to

~ crimes “against women, or whether it is better to have a comprehensive Act which covers all the major offences

regarding the Bill are as fol-
lows:

Ti-ncn: are some contradic-
tions in the Bill regarding Rape.

For example section 2.(e) of the
1998 Bill gives
pe as section 375 of the Penal

Code. However, the explanation .
ﬁvm in section 9.(2) states that

a man has sexual intercourse

with a girl below the age of six-
teen with or without her con-
sent, it is as Rape. This

is in contradiction with the Pe-
nal Code definition 1. We sug-
gest to add the section whic

was included in the 1995 Act, as
follows: Provided that for the

clear; for example — there could _ purpose of this Act, the word

NOW THAT'S
A BIG TREE :

Bangabandhu’s |

killers should
not be spared,
says K-S Nabi

Attorney General Barrister
KS Nabi said that human rights
and rule of law will be meaning-
less if the killers of Bangla-
desh's founding leader Ban-
gabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman are allowed to escape
trial and given political shelter
in different countries of the
Commonwealth, reports UNB.

Addressing a three-day sem-
inar on "Human Rights, Rule of
Law and Freedom of Judiciary"
in London Tuesday, the Attor-
ney General urged the Com-

monwealth governments to
hand over the killers of Banga-

bandhu to Bangladesh govern-
ment of facilitate the trial.

The representatives attend-
ing the seminar extended sup-
port to Nabi's observation, said
a press release of the Attorney
General's office in Dhaka.

KS Nabi told the seminar
that the government of Sheikh

Hasina arranged open trial of
the accused in the Sheikh Mujib

murder case,

The Attorney General ex-
pressed his indignation that
some Commonwealth and Eu-
ropean countries are giving po-
litical shelter to the self-con-
fessed killers of Bangabandhu.
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Khaleda visits
injured JCD
leader at DMCH

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday visited
the injured JCD leader Alamgir
Hossain at Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital, reports UNB.

According to a party press
release, the wrists of Alamgir
were chopped off by "Awami
terrorists” near Bhanga Press at
the city's Jurain on Monday
night.

Begum Zia stayed beside
Alangir for some time and en-
quired about his treatment. She

‘also consoled the mother of
Alamgir and assured her of bet-
ter treatment of her son.

Khaleda Zia was accompa-
nied by Sadek Hossain Khoka
MP,

S
E

Sarak Bhaban’s
"Block C’
foundation stone
laid

Communications Minister
Anwar Hossain yesterday laid
foundation stone of 860-
square-metre two-store
building of block 'C' of Sara
Bhaban in the capital, reports
UNB.

The construction of the
building, at a cost of Tk 1.30
crore, is expected to be com-
pleted by next November.

The existing accommoda-
tion problem in the Sarak Bha-
ban will be solved after the
completion of construction
work.
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Rain with gusty wind forecast
Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty wind
occur at many places over Dhaka, I‘E]?;r

arisal, ulna,

Chittagong and Sylhet divisions and at a few Flacea over Rajshahi

division with moderatel

heavy or hea

alls at places over

Dhaka, Chittagong, Khulna, Barisal andg lhet divisions during
the next 12 hours till 6 pm today, reports UNB.

The Met Office predicted no appreciable change in day tem-

perature over the country during the

The country's
recorded
ardip.

period.

highest temperature 31.5 degree Celsius was
esterday at Sylhet and Rangpur an

the lowest _1 8.9

d;%ee at
e sun sets today at 6:40 pm and rises tomorrow at 5.11 am.

wh_ic_h are perpetrated against women.

that if a woman or child is
raped in custody then the per-
son or persons of authority in
charge of her or him at the time
of rape will be held responsible.
However,- it is net clear what
level /s of authority would be
made responsible. We also as-
sume that the punishment for.
the actual rapist or rapists is
covered by Section 9.(1).

Sexual assault and sexual
molestation of women or chil-
dren. in custody of police or any
other such authority, by any-
one, should also be included in
this Act, with proper definition
and shment. Also, if con-
victed of rape or any other
of sexual assault, offenders
should automatically be dis-
missed from service, in addi-
tion to the sentences specified
in the Bill :

The 1998 Bill specifies that
if a child is born as a result of
rape then child support has to
be given by the rapist/s. We feel
that first and foremost the
woman who has been raped
should be free to choose
whether or not to carry out the
pregnancy. The clause regard-
ing child su from rapist/s
should be leit out at present,
until further in-depth bera-
tions have been made.

If child support
bf the rapist, what are the im-
plications for the establish-
ment of paternity? There are
likely to complicated and
complex consequences for
guardianship; and, paternal
rights on the one hand and in-

heritance ts on the other.
This is atic as it could
u the woman's choice
of child , or the woman's
autono in bringing up her

Ichlld. Difficulties may arise

Metropolitan
Dr Kasiruddin’s

anniversary of
.death tomorrow

;: L PR

The 27th death
anniversary of
shaheed Dr
¥ 1 Kasiruddin
e Talukdar will
£ be observed to-
MOIrTow, says a
_ : i i press release,
e R On this day in
1971 Dr Talukdar, a renowned
physician of Bogra and MLC of
undivided Bengal, was brutally
murdered by the occupation
army for treating the wounded
freedom fighters of '71 Libera-
tion War by opening a free
clinic for them and leading the
physicians procession durin
non co-operation movement o
March '71.

Death anniversary

The 2nd death
anniversary of
A M Nooruddin
Ahmed, a se-
nior advocate
of Bangladesh
Supreme Court
and a Legal Ad-
viser of Bang-
ladesh T&T Board, will be ob-
served tomorrow, says a press
release.

To mark the occasion, a mi-
lad mahfil will be held after Asr
prayers at his residence.

Relatives, friends and well-
wishers of late Nooruddin
Ahmed are requested to attend
the milad mahfil.

is to be given

witnesses. lack of evewitnesses
(for example like in cases of
rape, m by husband due to
dowry), lack of proper investi-
gation, lack u!;jprufr collection
of evidence and lack of submis-
sion of -proper reports by ex-
perts. Due to these factofrs, as
well as inefliciency; lack &f ac<
countability, intimidation of
witnesses and complainants
and so on. judges have no op-
tion but to acquit the accused,
many of whom are actually

ilty.
s s happens because the
case against the accused per-
son/s is often not strong enough
to allow for a stiff punishment.
Therefrre, factors which un-
e Vo
Ve 1o T s hddreased
At 1l ~une tune, according to
many judges, if there was the
option of a lesser sentence then
even though many accused who
are guilty may not receive a se-
vere punishment, at least they
would get some punishment for
E:e crime instead of going scot-
At the Group Meeting
on State Interventions on Vio-
lence st Women held in
Dhaka 15-18 June, 1997, organ-
ised by the Ministry of Women
and Children Affairs and the
Royal Danish Embassy, Mr
Sankar Sen, Director General
Investigation, National Human
Rights Commission, India,
stated that surety of punish-
ment rather than severity of
punishment may have more of
an effect as a deterrent.
Thereisas that the
offences of kidnapping should
be made compoundable with the
consent of the court. Some cases
which are filed under this sec-
tion are in reality cases of
elopement. There is therefore

Russian envoy
meets Nurul Islam,

DCC Mayor

Russian Ambassador to
Bangladesh Yevgeniy Ivanov
called on State Minister for Re-
ligious Affairs Moulana Mo-
hammad Nurul Islam at his
Secretariat office yesterday. re-
ports UNB.

During the meeting, they
discus various issues relat-
ing to bilateral relations and
mutual interests.

BSS adds: The Russian Am-
bassador Ivanov also yesterday
called on Dhaka City Mayor
Mohammad Hanif at the lat-
ter's office in the city.

They discussed different is-
sues including the development
activities of Dhaka Metropoli-

tan City.

‘Emphasis should
be given to

update army’

The Chief of Army Staff
Lieutenant General Muhammad
Mustafizur Rahman, Bir
Bikram, said special emphasis
should be given to modernise
and professionalise the army
for adding more bite to its fight-
ing elements, reports BSS.

General Mustafiz was deliv-
ering a lecture as the guest
speaker to the student-oflicers
n? the defence services com-
mand and staff college at Mir-
pur on Sunday.

- grieévous
mitted-even though the indica-' -

appropriate punishment. is be

cause many women are in situa

tions of great risk of grievous
hurt or death, but often injuries
apparent would be classified as
simple hurt, and serious action
may only be taken after.a
rt or death is com-

tions of risk to the victim are
apparent for some time.

Any unlawful possession or
supply of erosive, poisonous
and corrosive substances
should be criminalised.

There is provision in the
1998 Bill for fines to be col-
lected from the offender/s and
then given as compensation to
the victim or victim's family.
We feel the system of effective
collection of the fines and dis-
tribution of compensation has
to be worked out well. Will the
victim and her family receive
the entire amount of the fine?
What will happen if the fine
cannot be realised? This is a
complicated issue which re-
quires further elaboration,

clarification and procedural
guidelines.

The court should have the
option of other investigating
authorities. These can include
different branches of the police,
or non-police investigators like
magistrates.

There is provision in the Bill
for departmental action or
criminal case against police in-
vestigators if the evidence is
tampered with or if the investi-
gation is not conducted prop-
erly. This should not be con-
fined to the police, but also in-
clude all people or persons in
related institutions and agen-
cies involved with the investi-
gation.,

For example, there should be

Shahabuddin,
Hasina greet

Azeri President,
PM

President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed yesterday.
congratulated President Heydar
Alirza Ogly Aliyev of Azerbai-
jan on the occasion of its inde-
pendence day, reports UNB.

In a message sent to the

Aliyev Justice Shahabuddin -

expressed the hope that the
friendly relations between two
countries will continue to de-
velop in the years ahead for the
mutual benefit of peoples of the
two countries.

In a separate message to
Azerbaijan Prime Minister Ar-
tur Rasizade on the same occa-
sion, Bangladesh Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina conveyed her.
heartiest greetings and warmest/
felicitation to the government
and its people.

Hasina expressed her confi-
dence that the existing bonds of
friendship and cooperation
between tﬂ: two countries will
be further strengthened in fu-
ture.

Both President Justice Sha-
habuddin and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina extended their
best wishes for the personal
health, happiness and long
lives of President and Prime
Minister of Azerbaijan as well
as the progress an prnafheﬁty
of the brotherly people of that

country.

The release SanEd bly
dean of the faculty Prof Mu-
niruddin Ahmed said
alnnﬁ_lwlth people of the coun-
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scope for taking disciplinary
action against doctors who file
a false forensic report or a non-
conclusive report (where it
should have been conclusive) or
delay Iin handing over the re-

rt. However the police should
»e aware of the possibility of
threats to doctors which may
affect their reports and the po-
lice should be able to take nec-
essary action against them
those concerned. Working doc-
tors should also be given re-
fresher training on medico-le-
gal aspects so that the various
test reports can be done prop-
erly.

Though it may be necessary
to allow for more time for the
investigation period and trial
period of the case, there should
also be emphasis on the reasons
for delay and efforts should be
made to rectify these. Reasons
for delay during trial and inves-
tigation period include: lack of
accountability, lack of com-
mitment, inefficiency, lack of
cooperation and coordination
between relevant agencies and
persons, corruption at all stages
of the system, intimidation by
powerful persons who do not
want to see justice carried out,
misuse and abuse of law, over-
load of cases, lack uic{Jmpfr lo-
gistic supﬁjurt. limited workin
time (holidays, number o
hours of work in a day etc), lim-
ited number of judges and public
prosecutors, and so on. Endless
extension of time is not the so-
lution. To make real progress
the aforementioned issues have
to be seriously addressed.

The Bill specifies that if the
case is not completed within the
time specified in the Bill, then
the case will be closed and can-
not be renewed. However as de-
lays during the trial are not un-
usual, at the end of the stated
time, the case should not auto-
matically be closed so that it
cannot be renewed. This deci-
sion may be given at the discre-
tion of the court.

The Bill also states that if a
woman who has been raped
makes an application she may
be granted a close-door (in cam-
era) trial. We feel that an 'in
camera’ or closed trial should
be a matter of course in all of-
fences relating to rape and sex-
ual assault. However, the
woman should be allowed to
have a female companion or
supportive person with her.
This is because it may be trau-
matic for a woman to be in close
proximity of her attacker, with
only a lew others present
e iy b tpstly, o, 2l
will tacilitate the testimony of
women subjected to violence,

and protect their privacy.
We also feel that questions

regarding past.-sexual history of -

the victim or the accused should
not be allowed. except in the
case of the accused where it has
been linked to past criminal
activity. However evidence of
prior acts of violence, abuse.
stalking etc., should be consid-
ered during court proceedings.
In this connection, there should
be a reviewing of the Evidence
Act by legal experts.

. A major problem faced is
safety of witnesses. This issue
should be given serious atten-
tion, as many witnesses are dis-
couraged from coming forward
or sticking to their original tes-
timony due to intimidation and
threats.

For witnesses that give false
evidence, there should be provi-
sion for an immediate sum-
mary trial of these witnesses.

strengthen the prosecu-
tion, there should be a separate
public prosecutors cadre set up
where appointment is unbiased.
Many judges with whom we
have talked complain that ap-
pointment of public prosecutors
is not based on merit but by po-
litical appointment. Thée su%-
gestions that are put forward by
committees with the names of
potential candidates are often
ored. This means that many
public prosecutors are politi-
cally motivated and inefficient.
This cadre can have an inves-
tigative component to help the
prosecution build up a strong
case on behalf of the state.

The judge should have the

power to transfer cases if re-

quired. For example, in in-
stances where cases are filed in-
correctly, intentionally or by
mistake, and instances where
the type of the case changes.
Many judges and lawyers with
whom we have had discussions
strnnﬁlis_v. suggest that judges
should have the power to trans-
fer cases (for example, a case
incorrectly filed under this Act
may be transferred to the rele-
vant section under the Penal
Code). In many circumstances,
having to re-file cases (going
through the whole process
again from the start) delays
justice and increases the physi-
cal, mental and economic
strain on the complainants and
their families. In addition it in-
creases the workload and ex-
pense of the state. So in cases
where appropriate, the judges
should have this power to
transfer.

The proposed Act has a pro-
vision for putting a woman or
child in sale custody outside the
jail. Safe custody should not be
a place like a jail which curtails
a woman's freedom and puts re-
straints on her movement. Safe
custody should not be a place
where a woman is insecure. A
woman should be asked per-
mission whether or nor she
wants lugo and stay in safe cus-
tody, and should placed in
safe custody only if she con-
senits to it.

The Bill states that a woman
who is ra should be exam-
ined by the woman doctor on
duty. Examination by a woman
doctor is preferable but as in

many places a woman doctor
will not be available the woman
should be examined by the doc-
tor on duty. In order to ensure
that rape examinations are
carried out correctly and thor-
oughly, a simple forensic kit2
for rape examinations, as used
in other countries, can be dis-
tributed by the government.
These forensic kits are easy to
use and ensure that no vital

rocedure and examination is
eft out of the examination of
the rape victim. As minimal
training is involved to use these
forensic kits, doctors all over
Bangladesh could use them.
There is a need to develop inves-
tigation procedures that do not
degrade women subjected to vio-
lence and minimise intrusion,
while madntainin%;itgndards

erice.

'm&ﬁaﬁo ﬁul?r%g that there be
public debate regarding this
1998 Bill. The document of this
Bill should be made widely
available for public debate and
discussion. The state-owned
media (radio and television)
should facilitate this debate
and discussion. | |

++» .1. Rapé has been defined in
Lo hf.. T tjm BEBJG,fﬂ}F 1 i LN i : 'ﬂs
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Illows:

"A man is said to commit
rape who in except in the case
' hereinafter, has sexual inter-
course with a woman under cir-
cumstances falling under any of
the five fnlluwin% descriptions:
firstly, against her will, sec-
ondly, without her consent,
thirdly, with her consent, when
her consent has been obtained
by putting her in fear of death,
or of hurt, fourthly, with her
consent, when the man knows
that he is not her husband, and
that her consent is given be-
cause she believes that he is
another man to whom she is or
believes herself to be lawfull
married. fifthly, With or wit
out her consent, when she is
under fourteen of age.

Explanation — Penetration
is sufficient to constitute the
sexual intercourse necessary to
the offence of rape.

Exception — Sexual inter-
course by a man with his own
wife, the wife not being under
thirteen years of age is not
rape.”

2. The forensic kit is
used by the Government o
Malaysia, and Naripokkho has
submitted a sample kit to Min-
istry of Women and Children
Affairs in September 1996.

This is a summary of a de-
tailed document which is the
result of a series of discussion
brl{ the Naripokkho Member-
ship.

BNP chairperson
condemns attack
on Manabjamin

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia strongly con-
demned the 'terrorist' attack on
the office of Daily Manabjamin
and assaulting its employees,
reports UNB.

"I am very aggrieved follow-
ing the attack on the newspa-
per,” said the Leader of the Op-
position in a statement yester-
day.

Govt urged not to
import Viagra
before confirmation
of its side effects

By Staff Correspondent”

Teachers of the Faculty of
Pharmacy of the Dhaka Uni-
versity (DU) have urged the gov-
ernment not to import Viagra,
the newly marketised drug for
impotency, before confirma-
tion of its side effects, toxidity
and other harmful conse-

quences, says a press release.
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Ex-AL MP
hospitalised

Mohiuddin Ahmed, an ex-

L the Sarobar Poo

MP and president of Barisal
District Awami League was ad-
mitted to Combined Military
Hospital on Tuesday for pros-
tate operation, reports BSS.

He is now staying at VIP
Cabin No 5 of CMH under the
treatment of neurneurgeon Lt
Col Harun-Ur-Rashid.

Sheraton’s exciting
lunch package
Friday, Saturday

Dhaka Sheraton Hotel will
be introducing an interesting
and exciting lunch package ev-
ety Friday and Saturday at the
Bithika Restaurant that offers a
fanlastic discount on normal
bulfet lunch, says a press re-
lease.

This "Lunch Bonanza" starts
from May 29, 1998 during
which buffet lunch will be
available at Taka 495 per per-
son instead of regular Taka 600

r person and for children be-
ow 12 years the price will be
Taka 250 instead of regular
Taka 425.

The buffet lunch will feature
an array of International and
exotic Far East Asian culinary
delights. The most attractive
feature of the Lunch Bonanza is
free swimming from 2 pm till 5
pm and complimentary
tea/coffee with cakes and pas-
tries from 4.45 Fm till 5 pm at

Cafe.



