SAARC summit
likely to be

held in Colombo

from July 10

By Staff Correspondent

The 10th SAARC summit is
now likely to be held in
Colombo from July 10to 12, 10
days ahead of the original
schedule, Sri Lanka's High
Commissioner to Bangladesh
SB Autogoda said yesterday.

He said Sri Lankan Foreign
Minister Lakhsman Kadirga-
mar had communicated the new
dates to all the member coun-
iries.

Asked why the dates were
advanced ,the envoy replied, "It
must have been found conve-
nient to all the countries after
informal consultations.”

He said Bangladesh has al-
ready accepted the new schedule
and it is  likely that other
SAARC countries will also en-

See Page 12 Col 1

Clinton to visit
Bangladesh
in Nov

US President Bill Clinton is
expected to visit Bangladesh in
the third week of November,
Foreign Secretary M Mustafizur
Rahman said in the city yester-
day, reports UNB.

Mustafiz is going to Wash-
ington late June or early July at
the invitation of Assistant Sec-

retary of State for South Asia .

Karl Inderfurth to discuss
preparations for Clinton's visit.

"We are confident that visit
will take place,” the Foreign
Secretary told reporters in the
Foreign Office yesterday.

In reply to a question, he
said recent development in the

See Page 12 Col 6
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‘No first use’ of N-weapons

NEW DELHI, May 27: India
said today it was ready to dis-
cuss a “no first use” agreement
on nuclear weapons with Pak-
istan and other countries bilat-
erally or collectively, reports
Reuters.

A government paper on nu-
clear policy presented by Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
to parliament said: "The gov-
ernment on this occasion reit-
erates its readiness to discuss a
no first use agreement with that
country (Pakistan), as also with
other countries bilaterally, or
in a collective forum."

The government paper reit-
erated that India was a nuclear
weapons state and "this is a re-
ality that cannot be denied.”

But the paper added: "India.
mindful of its international

obligations, shall not use these .

weapons to commit aggression
or to mount threats against anf
country, these are weapons o
self-defence and to ensure that
in turn India is not subjected to
nuclear threats or coercion.”

In a separate statement Vaj-
payee told the lower house of
parliament: "We have been and

will continue to be in the fore-

front of the calls for opening
negotiations for a nuclear

India ready to discuss
accord with Pakistan

weapons convention, so that
this challenge can be dealt with
in the same manner that we
have dealt with the scourge of
two other weapons of mass de-
struction — through the biologi-
cal weapons convention and the
chemical weapons convention."”

All problems with
Bangladesh can be
resolved: Advani

Indian Home Minister Lal
Krishna Advani has said there
is no such problem between In-
dia and Bangladesh that cannot
be resolved, reports BSS,

The Indian minister made
the comment when BDR Direc-
tor General Maj Gen Azizur
Rahman called on him in New
Delhi on Tuesday, according to
a message received in the city
yesterday.

The BDR DG is now in the
Indian capital to attend a con-
ference between BDR and BSF.
BSF chief was also present
during his meeting with Ad-
vani.

Advani instructed the BSF
chief to make allout efforts te
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Vajpagc: said his govern-
ment had already announced a
moratorium on further under-
ground nuclear tests.

'We have also indicated will-
ingness to move towards a de-
ure formalisation of this dec-
aration,” he added.

An AFP report adds: The In-
dian Prime Minister today de-
nied that recent nuclear blasts
were a politically-motivated
move by the ruling Hindu na-
tionalists.

Vajpayee told parliament
members from his nationalist
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
that such criticism "itself is
motivated” and that the tests
enjoyed "a solid national con-
Sernsus.”

The premier addressed BJP
members before the start of par-
liament's budget session. where
he defended the underground
detonations and blamed the
west for New Delhi's decision to
go for nuclear weapons.

Vajpayee's remarks came a
day after the main opposition
Congress Party said it was not
satisfied with the government's
argument that the Mag 11-13
tests were necessitated by dete-
riorating security in India's
neighbourhood.

‘from the Dhaka Board

Announcement

Land grabbing in Uttara:
Following our investigative

reports on land grabbing inci-
dents in Gulshan, we

an investigative series on Ut-
tara. Read how the official
plan is being deliberately

Etﬂ_ﬂ!

distorted bx certain quarters.

Stor- MAG
TOMORROW

Read SWM's cover story
this week on the customer-
friendly new generation
banks.

— Inside Today
Article
Escalating
Tensions in
South Asia: Call
for Sanity and

| Rationalism
Column : Panorama

by Dilara Chowdhury
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Govt determined to
recover default
loans: Kibria
Star Business Report

Finance Minister S A M S
Kibria yesterday warned
against “"politically-connected”
bank loans, seen as the root
cause of collapse of Southeast
Asian economies.

Vowing to continue reforms
and modernisation, he told a
launching ceremony of new
services by a foreign bank that
the government would work to-
wards creating a "new business
culture” and a "new banking
culture” in the country.

"Let there be no doubt in
anybody's mind ... the govern-

“mernt is 48 détéermined as evers
to recover default loans, Kibria 1

said and referred to the newl
set-up loan recovery court an
bankruptcy court.

The minister, however, said
the businessmen should be
given a chance to avoid the

"stigma" of bein ublicly
branded as loan degaurt:rs.

. and

‘."ﬂhat is the logic ‘behind the

. Long march aimed at
creating unrest : PM

SAPAHAR, Naogaon, Ma
27: Prime Minister Sheik
Hasina today described BNP's
planned long march towards
CHT as a design to create unrest
in the country, reports UNB.

"“BNP and its leader don't
want peace and development ...
for this they announced the
long march,” she told a public
meeting here.

The Prime Minister said her
government restored peace in
the hill tracts that witnessed
insurgency, tnstabilitar, blood

eaths for two decades.

ong march?"

- Referring to BNP Jeader Be-
gum Khaleda Zia's comment
that the long march will be
peaceful, the Prime Minister
said that the word "peaceful”
indicates that they want to cre-
ate unrest as the programme
was called against peace.

She called upon opposition

BNP and its leaders to give u
the path of violence and wor
for peace and development of
the country.

"They have launched propa-
ganda against the historic CHT
peace accord as they did before
the election that no Ajan will be
heard from mosques if Awami
League goes to power,” she said.

"Awami League is in power
for last two years. Did
Bangladesh become a part of
India? Has Ajan been st::jppcd
in mosques?” she said adding
that the propaganda against
CHT Arcaty.will be -proved as
motivated.

The Prime Minister also
criticised BNP for its opposi-
tion to youth employment
bank, saying they don't want
that country's youth force is
self-employed.

"The think they will be able
to create unrest in the country

See Page 12 Col 1

_'Bangladesh got due share

Bangladesh continued to get
its stipulated share of Ganges
water during the current lean
season whic an in March
and is due to end on May 31.

This is for the first time af-
ter signing of the 30-year
Ganges water accord that
Bangladesh is getting its' "due
share and stipulated quantum”,
Khalilur Rahman, Member |,
Joint Rivers Commission (JRC),
told The Daily Star }’Eﬂttl‘dﬂg

“In fact, gangladesh .this
time in many years, received a

record quantum of water during

the dry months beginning on

By M Anwarul Haq

January 1. the JRC member
said.

The water received from the
Indian side was "above and over
the schedule drawn up in the 30-

ear water accord”, said
alilur Rahman, a leading
water rt and one of the ar-
chitects of the Indo-B adesh
Ganges water sh accord.

*Even in the leanest 10-da
cycle in the third week of April,
we received more than 35,000
cusec of water,” he said.

Local water experts, how-
ever, said that 'favourable
weather conditions' were the

of Ganges water this year'

main reasons for the
‘stipulated flow’ of Ganges wa-
ter to B adesh this year.
They said rainfall was very
in the upper reaches of the
anges and in the catchment
areas. Rains had occurred as
early as in December last and
several times during the 'dry
season,’ they said
Mentionably, during the last
dry season, the first year fol-
lowing the signing of the ac-
cord, Bangladesh, on several
days and during many 10-day
cycles ,received short supply of

See Page 12 Col 7

HSC exams
begin today

The HSC examinations be-
ﬁln today when 5,86,712 candi-
ates are set to appear under the
six Boards including a Madra-
sha Board, reports UNB.

Meanwhile, reports from a
number of places including Jes-
sore and Jamalpur said several
hundred candidates have not
received the admit cards till
Wednesday.

The number of candidates
for HSC examinations this year
is 2 lakh 11 thousand less than
that of last year.

Candidates appearing are

1.63,689, Rajshahi Board —

37,728, Chiltagong Board —

38,159, Comilla Board —

77.980, Jessore Board — 93,503

and Madrasha Board — 85,891
See Page 12 Col 8

Use of calculator
to be allowed

in HSC exams

By Staff Correspondent

Leakage of question papers
of public examinations is a
punishable offence and the gov-
ernment would take stern ac-
tion against those involved in
such activities, education min-
istry officials warned yester-
day.

The Higher Secondary Cer-
tificate examinations begin to-
day. "An{r ;;jrsun found in-
volved in leaking out, publish-
ing and distributing any paper
containing questions related to

See Page 12 Col 3

Proposal for CID
squad to check
women, child
trafficking okayed

The Home Mimsu?' has ap-
proved the proposal for setting
up a special squad in the Crime
Investigation Department (CID)
to investigate the incidents of
women and child trafficking,
acid throwing and child rape, as
well as specilic rape cases.

Home Ministry sources told
BSS yesterday that they had
approved the proposal in the
last week of April and sanc-
tioned 250 posts.

The squad will have its own
network-across the co -
der the supervision of a special
superintendent of police and an
additional superintendent of
police.

Besides, 25 assistant super-
intendents of police. 68 inspec-
tors, 68 sub-inspectors, 60 as-
sispant sub-inspectors and 20
constables will work in 64 dis-
tricts and metropolitan areas of

See Page 12 Col 4

Allowance for

elderly people
from May 31

SAPAHAR, Naogaon, May
27: The distribution of Old-age
Allowance, an election-pledge
of Awami League, will begin
Ma;:ll. reports UNB.

rime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will inaugurate the pro-
gramme at a function at Tungi-
para in Gupalﬁlanj.

She made the announcement
while addressing a huge public
meeting at Sapahar College
ground here today.

Ten elderly people from each
ward of every union parishad
will receive the allowance of Tk
1,200 per annum.

“This is not a big amount . . .
but the money will meet the
minimum demand of an old
man,” Hasina said.

.........

A dance sequence at a function at Bangla

Acaﬂemy

auditorium in the city vesterday in celebration of the
birth centenary of National Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam.

— Star photo
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WE HAVE HUGE READY. STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
BOTTICINO, INDIAN
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE
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Corruption in leasing out

shrimp land in Satkhira?

By Morshed Ali Khan, back from Satkhira

While 'landless’ villagers
complained of atrocity in nine
villages under Devhata and
Kaliganj thanas in Satkhira in
the name of eviction from pub-

lic land, officials of the district

administration denied all alle-
gations and said "nothing of
that sort happened” during
handover of the land to lease
holders on May 10.

Villagers in Jhayamari un-

a group of about 1,000 armed
men attacked the village the
next day, May 11, and un-
leashed a reign of terror, de-
stroying their dwellings indis-
criminately.

The problem arose in the
shrimp-rich part of the district
when the local administration
handed over the yearly leased
area to some big shrimp pro-
ducers thro ‘official tender’.

About 1,600 acres of khas

der Kaliganj thana alleged that

Some victims of alleged atrocities.

land, highly potential for
shrimp culture, had officially
remained 'unused’ for more
than three years due to legal
complication. Local people said
that during these years, 'several
hundred' families moved to the
area, built dwellings and each
family occupied one acre of
land and started to grow
shrimps. The families claimed
that they were landless, and
therefore, hoped that like other
cases in the area, they would be
allotted the land under the gov-
ernment scheme of rehabilitat-
ing the landless.

De utB Commissioner of
Salkhﬁ'a ev Dutta Khisha told
this correspondent that after
receiving a favourable court
verdict, the administration
floated tender and leased out
€. We ‘did cverythi

e as per
law" said Khisha. "Dr;lgMaypfﬂ
magistrates and policemen
went to the area and handed
over the land to the lease hold-
m-ll

Top district officials present
in the DC's office claimed that
as per their investigation those
families were 'planted’ there by
an influential quarter and most

of them were not landless . The

ADC Revenue who had led the
operation on May 10 said that

none of the houses, however, |

were 'disturbed’ during the han-
_dnver
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Khaleda at long march preparatory meet

Mobilise public opinion
against CHT accord

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday told a
joint meeting of the prepara-
tory committees for the June 9
long march to mobilise public
opinion against the 'anti-con-
stitutional CHT accord, reports
UNB.

She asked the partymen to
prepare for giving a befitting
reply to the government by
making the long march a suc-
cess.

BNP and its allies have
catled for long march towsrds
CHT on June 9 demandin
scrapping of the CHT accor
and repeal of the laws enacted
for its implementation.

The BNP Chairperson said
the long march is a peaceful and
democratic programme like in
the past when two long marches
were organised demanding just
share of the Ganges water.

The Opposition Leader said
BNP wants a peaceful and ac-
ceptable solution to the CHT
problem. The accord signed
with tribal leaders discrimi-

nated the non-tribal people liv-

ing in the districts,

She said BNP had repeatedly

asked the government to dis-
cuss the CHT accord and the re-
lated bills in Parliament. But
their demand was rejected and
the CHT bills were passed in
Parliament in BEKSAL way.

~—*PHe TUUDiLry's sovereignty

and iniegrity are now at stake
following the anti-people and
anti-nation activities of the
overnment. The
as no accountability to the
nation as it did not come to
power through people's vote,”
she said.

The meeting at the official
See Page 12 Col 2
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COUNTDOWN

_Eoksic blow
for Croatia

ZAGREB, May 27: Croatia's
World Cup hopes were dealt a
vicious blow Tuesday when Ital-
lan-based stiriker Alen Boksic
was ruled out of the tourna-
ment. reporis Reuters.

The Lazio star, who has a
knee injury, left the Croatian
training camp in Porec, in
north-eastern Eruaﬂa, to return
to Rome to undergo an op-
eration on a long-standing knee
operation.

Coach Miroslav Blazevic
said Boksic would be huge loss.

"We will miss Alen for many
reasons,” he said. "He was great
for team morale.”

The Croatians face Ar-
gentina, Japan and Jamaica in
the first round of the World Cup,
wﬂhh:h starts in France on June
10.

Rain forces
players

indoors

From Tawfiq Aziz Khan

ROLAND GARROS, Paris,
May 27: Rain, falling intermit-
tently since last night, forced
the players indoors on the third
day of the French Open 98 to-
day.
Some of the top names have
already packed for home in-
cluding Andre Agassi, beaten by
an 18-year-old Russian Marat
Safin playing in his [first
Ground Slam.

But the most atrocious re-
sults came from the Suzanne
Lenglen court last evening.
World number’ two Petr Korda,
faced the raw power of Argen-
tine qualifier Mariano Za-
baleta, ranked 216. The sturdy
Argentine growled and granted

1 all his powers into his shots

‘Korda 6-0, 6-2 in the
first two sets. But the Aus-
tralian Open Champion called
upon all his guiles and experi-
ence to clinch the next two sets
6-3. 6-4 as his ngpunent
dropped his guard. Zabaleta
SOOI recove from his slum-
ber and took the final set 6-3 to
bring off the biggest upset so far

in 3 hours and 2 minutes.

BUETTA to call
oft strike i1f Prof
Mahmud allowed

to function as VC

By Staff Correspondent

The BUET Teachers' Associ-
ation vesterday decided that it
wnuldy{:al] o% the indefinite
teachers' strike on getting as-
surance from the Chancellor's
office that Prof Igbal Mahmud
would be allowed to function as
the Vice-Chancellor of the uni-
versity.

"A resolution to this affect
was taken during an ﬂmer%ﬂ']n_rcg

eneral meeting of the BU

eld today,” Prof Abdur Razzak
President of the
BUETTA, told The Daily Star.

The Chancellor may com-
municate a decision to this af-
fect in any way., Prof Akand
added. Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is the Chancellor of the
BUET.

Earlier on Tuesday, the
BUETTA held a silent proces-
sion and delivered a memoran-
dum to the Chancellor. Mah-
mudur Reza Chowdhury, PS-1
to the Prime Minister received
the memorandum from the
BUETTA leaders who were in-
tercepted by police near the

Shikkha Bhaban near the Sec-
retariat building.

Stalemate at the BUET per-
sists as the teachers are on an

See Page 12 Col 6

DRAW OF ROUND-4

5pm Jatiya Press Club

Guests Include
Swadhin Bangla football captain Zakaria Pintoo
Veteran Sports Journalist Md. Quamruzzaman
National women's Chess Champion WM Rani Hamid
and
Ace footballer Badal Ray

You are most cordially invited

And Remember .
Round-5 begins from toda
See the Sports Page NOW!
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