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Can't Sweat So Much

Sweat-bath, Bangladesh-style, should perhaps
be a part of the handbook on bathing. Thanks to
the nocturnal greference of the ever increasing |
load shedding durations we have had a reduce
feeling of wellare after each sleepless night. More
than that, the garments factories in Chittagong
alone are losing to the tune of Tk. five crore a day
through unannounced disruptions in the power
supply. Add the predicament of the whole e of
export-oriented and import-substituting indus- |
tries.

technics cannot obviously alter the objec-"
- tive situation in the power sector. If they could, we
have had the least need for {)eagln audience to the
choicest epithets being hurled all around for the
load-shedding. From passing the buck to suspected
sabotage, from MOUs galore to barge-mounted
climbdown, from a ministerial exit to PM's self-ef-
facing admission of lack lustre performance in the
sector, we have seen some hot air blo around
with nothing tangible to write home about.

We have never tired of as the government
one question: what are you immediately going to
do to meet the power deficit when projects for elec-
trical plants involve at least 2/3 years of gesta-
tion? In other words, we wanted the government to
Elve us a complete and well-sequenced picture of

ow it intended to bridge the gap between produc-
tion capacity and supply requirements. Con
to our counsel for adopting a well-thought-out plan
of action what the energy ministry did was to hur-
riedly announce target dates to improve things and
allowed them to pass with blinkers on.

Our daily power shortage is 300mw. Whenever
there is an elemental strike on the network like a
thunderbolt disrupting a 132kv Bhairab gridline
on Friday, the deficit could overshoot the 400 mw-
mark. is is quite a gap to fill in. The repair
works have hardly ever kept to any time-table.
More importantly, there have been lapses in rou-
tine maintenance, to say nothing of timely precau-
tions against accidents. The setting up of barge-
mounted plants has been inordinately gelayed.

In spite of all these, it has been calculated by the
ministry itself that 300 mw of power can be saved
from what is now pilfered through systemic weak-
nesses. The methods would be to install comput-
erised meters on high and low tension lines to the
industrial and commercial houses. As part of the
saving strategy. authorities are planning to install
meters on bustees and have the shopkeepers abide
by 7 or 8 pm time-limit. We suggest prohibition of
unnecessary illumination.

Let the government announce the steps and im-
plement them on top priority basis.

More Than Mere Politicians

One may have the feeling President Shahabud-
din is again at his pet pastime of politician-bait-
ing. No. When reminding on Friday the politicians
and their parties of their possible big role in cut-
ting down on our population growth rate, he was
only underlining their importance. In fact, every
time he had found something wanting in the
politicians or their parties, he had betrayed great
expectations of them. ' |
With their lives of whole-time exposure to the
public politicians indeed have a signal influence
on the society in the crucial matter of containing

the population race. Bangladesh has lately been
doing rather well on the population front, chalk-
ing up an enviable 2 per cent or very near about.
But the President very rightly feels ours should be a
zero growth country, J)ﬂpﬂlﬂtlﬂﬂW‘lSE. To achieve
that politicians could indeed be instrumental.
They can help and influence not only as leadin
individuals having great following. It is equally,
not mere, important that they can get their parties
to take up family planning as a top-priority item
on their political agenda. If the parties got down to
the work of motivating their constituency mira-
cles could happen.

President Shahabuddin, speaking to a Lions
meet on Friday, gave a touching picture of the help-
lessness of the man in the village, specially the ru-
ral youth. The government alone cannot pull them
out of the present impossible morass. The politi-
cians as social leaders and the political parties as
the biggest organisations touching the whole of our
population, could have an effective role in helpin
the situation improve there. Pressure on land an
unemployment have combined to make life a hell
out there. Couldn't the politicians and the parties
do anything about this?

We add to the President's expectations one that
has long been felt by all thinking people over the
last so many years. The parties could go out for
achieving universal literacy as a priority job on
their agenda. No other single accomplishment
could transform our society so surely and make a
rmuseum piece of poverty.

A Hospital Trifled With

It beats commonsense. A hospital not commis-
sioned three years after its completion? That too
in a country where modern medical facilities are
so much of a rarity! Well, rueful though, that seems
to be the reality with the sprawling complex on a
three-acre land at sector six Uttara. As a leading
Bangla daily informed us yesterday, funded by
Kuwait the construction work of the 350-bed hos-
pital began under the auspices of Public Works De-
partment in 1993. Finished duly and formally in-
augurated by a Minister of the Kuwait government
it has remained anesthetised since then.

So where lies the snag? The concerned ministry
has, of course, given a set of reasons for this inor-
dinate delay. But they are unconvincing and smack
of ministerial inefficiency. We fail to understand
how the government of a friendly country which
could take the trouble of setting up a hospital at its
own expense can contribute to the delay in having
the thing go into service. We suspect the Public |
Works Ministry has not pursued the case with the
kind of urgency it deserved. Chances are that the
Foreign Ministry might have dragged foot too. We
wonder what the Ministry of Health did all this
while. May be the issue does not involve it techni-
cally. But doesn't a potentially good hospital in-
terest them as a valuable addition to our health-
care system?

Bangladesh just cannot afford to be deprived of
new establishments in the health sector due to the
professional incapability of the authorities or bu-
reaucratic bottleneck. There are far too many pa-
tients compared to the number of locally available

doctors and medical facilities. Just have the facil-
| ity humming without any further delay. |
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' Nuclear India: Already a Fait Accompli?

by Brig (Rtd) M Abdul Hafiz

ARELY within a week of

India's de facto entry into

powerful nuclear club
after her defiant N-tests in
Rajasthan desert, the
indignation and anger of the
international community are
on the wane. Following an
initial spate of shocks, sur-
prises and concerns the voices
of protests are obviously dying
down. So far, the tive mea-
sures are few and far between.
The sharp reactions have ended
up only with the condemna-
tions for the ominous tests.

Those who threatened India
with dire consequences have
been cautious enough to stop
short of that. The G-8 leaders at
B am summit dispersed
without unanimity on sanc-
tions. None has been serious
about it a&oﬁ the United States
and Japan. The big powers were
much more ruraulng and
threatening to India's nucleri-

sation du the long years of
debate on extension and
CTBT but after the recent blasts

this seem to have exhausted

their power to deny India her

hard-earned nuclear credential.

Have they then come to term

Eriiu; the reality of a nuclear In-
a

g the nt}l:r hstmd anxi:l:lta
on the part ol great powers have
been pronounced for Pakistan's
likely retaliation with the blast
of her own nuclear device. Bill
Clinton was, in fact, more wor-
ried about Pakistan's response
to Indian blast, than the Indian
blast itself. Almost in the same
breath he condemned India and
also cautioned Pakistan not to
follow the suit. Not only the US
emissary is already in Islam-
abad to placate her concern the
US is now offering to e F-
16 aircraft which Pakistan was
refused under Pressler amend-
ments even after Pakistan's full
payment for them in hard cur-
rency. Japanese high level dele-
ation is also in Pakistan with
oth carrot and stick. India's
nuclearisation is now a sec-
ondary matter as compared to
international pressure being
mounted on Pakistan not to
carry out its retaliatory blast,

In the meantime, a buoyant
India is behaving like a nuclear
upstart crudely reminding the
past adversaries about her
newly-acquired power. By send-
inqdacruss tough warnings to
Pakistan — particularly on the
question of her alleged in-
volvement in promoting mili-
tancy in Kashmir Valley — In-
dia is not only intimidating her
arch foe, she is. in fact. ng
to establish a new power equa-
tion with Pakistan.
also taking a hostile posture

vis-a-vis China’ by calling her !

the most potent threat to India's

security.  Both are re-opening -

settled or shelved border issues
thus genera fresh tension in
their relations I[p The BJP-led
government of India seems to

have been awakened by a
plethora of insecurities around
it and is leading the country to a
dangerous course of confronta-
tion with the neighbours.

Armed with nuclear devices
India now seeks to reestablish
its power relations with five
other NWS (nuclear weapon
states) and other major players
of international politics par-
ticularly the G-8 countries.

Emboldened by the waning
stridency against the nuclear
tests and an a t division
in the ranks of great rs on
the question of sanction she is
wooing new friends and reviv-
ing her links with the members

India is,
_glear powger an

of Non-Aligned Movement. She
seems y to face the sanc-
tions to be imposed by some
countries — at least for some
time. Given the limitations of
multiple loopholes inherent in
a sanction regime she is count-
ing on the ?oor spects of the
sanctions. It be a novel ex-
periment to impose of sanction
on a vast country like India and
Indians are hopeful that the
market-cr private compa-
nies, if not the government, of
the sanctioning country will be
found cooperative. In any case
the sanctions, even if imposed,
will have to be terminated at a

int of time due to variety of
actors in international rela-
tions thus paving the way for
the coun
bilitation, but its nuclear po-
tential is going to stay there.

The status once gained cannot
be arbitrarily reversed. So the
nuclearisation of India has to
be viewed as a nt phe-
nomenon, Whether it will do
India an or not is how-
ever a erent debate,

India, being the largest
democr of the world, is cer-
tain to play her democratic card
to extricate herself from the
current imbroglio. She can
conveniently b 1'3? a case for
democratic India vis-a-vis an
authoritarian China either of

Any restrictive measure
against India — and for
that matter any other
country aspiring to go
nuclear — will only help
the violating country gain
more friends and

—Sympatiigers

's economic reha-

which will have to be chosen by
tll']n: western democracies as
their strategic ?:rmcr in Asia-
Pacific region. There is already
an animated discussion in
Britain's House of Lords where
the peers have argued not to
victimise India for her nucle-
arisation. To them there is
nothing wrong in having a
sixth member in a 5-member
nuclear club. for its bur-
geoning economy and vast
market the West have few incli-
nation for China.

India has since been
marginalised in international
politics where since late. 70s
China enjoys an ascendancy. A
simultaneous decline in India's
stature made it possible for
China, which was already a nu-

t
member of the %F@Sﬁy
Council, to climb '11!: this ladder

clout. From a democratic plat-
form, a nuclear India now
wants to compete with her.
China is already far ahead of
India in all aspect of potentials
that constitute power. Whether

India can at catch up and
then s China to
be seen. But in India's calcula-

tion, mere competition will
provide her respectability in
global politics.

While India has been able to
oin a nuclear race with China
ow has she fared with her ex-
losions with regard to Pak-
stan? India has since out-
stripped Pakistan in conven-
tional military force. After
1974 nuclear test of India, Pak-
istan feverishly sought to ac-
quire at least a nuclear deter-
rence for her security. Pakistan

, ¥

“both™ in préstige and dloball —

has been put off balanced once
again with the last week's blast
by India. Rhetoric apart Pak-
istan is at this gol.nt of time to-
tally outclassed by India both
in her conventional and nu-
clear forces. As a declared nu-
clear r, India now has edge
also In her nuclear capability
over Pakistan. Only week's be-
fore, Pakistan talked arro-
gantly over the successful test-
ing of 1500-km Ghouri missile.
None knows what is up in their
sleeve now, but for the moment
Pakistan has been caught in a
security dilemma never experi-
enced before. !

The choices are of extreme
nature before Pakistani leaders.
If they test, their devices th
will be down to dump wit
draconian sanction. If they do
not test it will be looked upon as
unforgivable weakness of the

leadershi Pakistani le
and the pmlmtary is Hkﬁoptu
step in ens a period ol po-

litical uncertainty in the coun-
try. Pakistan underwent re-
strictive measures also in the
past, but with its state of the
economy at this juncture, it will
require nerve for anyone to defy
the western pressure. Paki
leadership is indecisive till date
even if something invisible
may be brewing up.

The last but not the least is
the inherent discrimination
and immorality of the non-
roliferation regime which will
elp India retain its nuclear
status. Given the history of the
acquisition of nuclear devices,
India has only followed the tra-
dition. Nuclear weapon is sym-
bol of power and prestige and
was never given on the platter.
From the ashes of the nd
World War the United States
emerged as an unchallenged
military power backed by 4-
trillion dollar economy but it
was the possession of her nu-
clear weapon during the closing
years of the war which in-
stantly catapulted her at the
apex of the international power
structure. The US much
wanted to hold the monopoly
and even sentenced Rosen
couple to death for passing on

the nuclear secrets to Soviel
Union.

Subsequently she however
had to share it with Britain,
France and Russia — her
wartime allies — but certainly
‘did not like to see more fingers
on nuclear buttons. It was a
shock to the western alliance
when China exploded her nu-
clear bomb in 1964 because so
long Russia it was con-
fined to the community. Fear-
ing that it will further prolifer-
ate the existing NWS ained
g ‘INon': Prolteration: ! iy
{NPT) with NNWS {non-nuclear
weapons- states) which —was,
signed in 1970 for 25 years in
return of a promised disarma-
ment by the nuclear powers.
The . however. did not keep
their promise thus losing their
moral authority to im non-
roliferation on N for any
urther period of time. India
has not signed either NPT or
CTBT.

Any restrictive measure
against India — and for that
matter any other country aspir-
ing to go nuclear — will only
help the viola country gain
more friends and sympathisers.

True, the sheer t of

of the NWS will put them in dis-
advantage for a period of time.
But it will be virtually impos-
sible to bend them to submis-
sion and make them abdicate
their acquired status.

|
F

S ——

e ——— - e L Eesm i

Can BJP Hold on to the Euphoria?

The nuclear explosions have changed the menariainthvouruftheMP:
government and also took the oppositions like the Congress

and the United

Front off the guards, but for how long ...?

EVERAL days after five nuclear tests

carried out by India in two installments,

the question that is being asked by the
political opponents there and the political
commentators both in India and abroad is that
whether the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led
government can hold on to the favourable image
caused by the ons. :

Undoubtedly, the nuclear tests on two days in

uick succession came as a big boost for the
ragile government and it suddenly bolstered the
image of the 17-party coalition to dizzy heights
but this in likely to fade, and in fact is fading as
pressures are growing for delivering other
election promises made by the coalition.

Altho the government is made u&:%.]m
many political parties, in essence, it is P
that calls the shots in most cases barring the
sensitive issues like those linked with
secularism and religious fervour because the
secular parties in the government would never
like t&: be seen as a partner of the BJP in those

a.
agqll-lhe nuclear explosions are seen as mainly
the success of the BJP although other coalition
artners deserve some of the credit. Some non-

P smaller like the "Samata Party” has
influential tion in the government in the
form that its leader George Farnendes is the
defence minister. Hence the party will certainly
seek to derive credit out of the tests as the defence
ministry is inextricably linked with this even
though it is a matter of science and technology.
Other partners in the government including
those which caused sufficient irritation for the
nascent administration of Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee till the other day like the
AIDMK of Ms Jayaram Jayalalitha are also
trying to extract their piece ot the cake out of the
success story of the nuclear explosions,

Still, the
was essen-

Ms Jayalalitha or firebrand Mamta Banerjee of
West Ben or even "Samta Party” ihar
could jeo ise the existence of the government

and may help the opponents form new
government if any of them sides with them.

Such fears were already there before the
nuclear explosions since Ms Jayalalitha and the
"Samta were demanding the dismissals of
their political-rival state governments in Tamil
Nadu and Bihar. BJP has come to power
practically for the first time since its earlier
stint for 13 days in authority in New Delhi in
1996 was primarily exhausted in explorin
possibilities of survival of the government wﬂ.ﬁ
supports from others but the efforts had
floundered.

So the top and matured BJP leadership
wanted to go for something that would phenom-
enally raise the image of the government and the
BJP overnight and at the same time could also
effectively t?ﬁ) the bickering the coalition. In
the process, this would also halt the opposition
criticisms about the "non-performance” of the
coalition government.

The decision for the losions was a master
stroke that achieved the objectives.  The
erring coalition partners have, for the time
being, refrained from bringing %otentia]ly dan-
gerous issues that could put the unity of the
coalition in jeopardy and the main oppositions
have also commended the tests in varying
degrees because they did not want to remain
mum in a matter of national progress. They
questioned the timing of the decisions and
criticised the ent for not them in
confidence but had to fall in the line for the time
being in laudinf the scientists and, in a way, also

the Fovemmcn : .
ut the scene is changing now and the

government is coming in for pressures to deliver
pn other fronts.
The BJP had in

tially of the BJP
and it is also
doubtful how
many of the
coalition part-
ners knew about
the tests which

were kept secret. N

However, _the & A1 ot
rime minister
as said that the ons were part of the pro-

gn.mmc of the "national agenda" formulated by
e constituents of the government.,

Why was the BJP-led government driven by
desperation to lode the bombs which India
had deviced way back in 19747 If the this was
meant to achieve two main objectives, then has
the government accomplished the tasks? The

government was walking tight rope because of its
razor-thin majority in the lower house of the

NIl MATTERS
— AROUND US

Zaglul Ahmed Chowdhury

the elections
manifesto cer-
tainly spoken
about the op-
tions in the nu-
clear capability
but the promises
were more catc-
hy and sound

t issues like

accommodations for the millions of
ng food prices within the

oviding
homeless and b
reach of the common people. No doubt, it was

basking in the adulation poured on it for
being "bold” to bring India out of the nuclear
closet and set it at the group of select possessors
of the power but people are asking for services
that would benefit the common people.

“Where is the explosion in the food front?"
asked former state minister of external affairs

arliament and was constantly facing the risk of Salman Khursheed of Congress. Former defence

ing co close to collapse due to the ful-
minations of one or two coalition partners. Has
it overcome this situation?

Can the Indian people be carried away by the
euphoria of the nuclear explosions for a long
time to come or the government must get down to
brass tacks to deliver goods so that common
people can feel a government is working for
their benefits! Or the "valour” demonstrated by
the government within a short span of time of
coming to power will take it comiortably to face
the oppositions which are eaﬁrly and anxiously
awal in the wings to see the fall of the BJP-
led coalition. Certainly, the nuclear explosions
have changed dthale mot;m in faﬁnﬁir of ﬁﬂe

overnment an so t e op ons like
ﬁl‘t and the United Front gaﬁtﬁc guards,
hut how long this condition is going to last?
These are the issues that are being
discussed by concerned quarters in the
aftermath of the Indian nucledr tests.

Admittedly, few could even remotely imagine
that a multi-party government that was fighting
to maintain its existence with heterogeneous
and ambitious persons being in it, woul for a
dramatic and explosive measure like the nu-
clear tests within two months of coming to
power. This exercise was not carried out by pre-
vious governments in last few years when a
Co overnment led by P V Narasimha Rao
was in office for full five years and later two
successive UF governments were in the helm,
each for nearly one year. However, leaders of
these parties are now sa}rinﬁ_l they could have
done it and also thought of the explosions but
other considerations dissuaded them from con-
duc the tests.

The BJP undoubtedly wanted to take the
people by surprise and give them a melodramatic
development that would look like giving the
country and the people a new pride or identity. It
knew that the life span of the government could
be curtailed any time because a revolt by either

LETTER FROM AMERICA

otly "

minister Muyalam Singh Yadav said the BJP
wants to hide its failures in running an efficient
government under the glory of nuclear
explosions. The leftists while praising scientists
are saying that the losions will ¢ little
meaning for the poor and on the contrary spark
off an arms race in the region although they
criticised the West for their "double standard"” in
imposing sanctions on India.

The BJP has to act and act quickly in the
home front where people can feel that its
explosions device was not meant to exploit
entirely domestically. The people who have
supported the nuclear tests have the
government to come out with implementing the

. clections promises, . ., ..., -
No impact, howsoevet big, lasts long unless L

.| government deals with 'Roti,:Kapda or Makhan"

Food, clothes and shelter) and more so0 in coun-
tries like those in this region or the developing
world. The euphoria may fade away fast. Mrs
Indira Gandhi took enormous credit for the
nuclear losions in 1974 which was for the
first time for India and that too was entirely a
Congress party government credit. Nevertheless,
within three years of that development she had
to relinquish power because excesses in the
emergency and failure to live up to the

- expectations on the economic front.

Mr Vajpayee, the BJP and the government are
now facing mounting pressure to deliver
elections promises. Otherwise, the success may
turn bitter and show that the exercise was for
domestic compulsions — for individuals, palb“l?
or government. Besides, a leader like Mr
Vajém}rte. known for his moderation and
leadership vision, will be seen as under the
influence of "hawks"” and that will hot improve
his image. Furthermore the impression about
penchant for "jingoism" by a section of the BJP
will only come to the fore if the government
fails in the economic and other important areas.

Despite American Sanctions, BJP is the Winner!

Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed writes from Princeton

UDDENLY, Bangladesh

finds itself in a dangerous

n bourhood! ’

ndia's five nuclear
explosions were heard, loud and
clear, all around the world.
Surprisingly, it caught America
completely off guard.

e shock waves are still re-
verberating through the Clinton
administration and Congress.
In an unprecedented failure of
intelligence, the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) was
caught na . This in spite of
BJP's repeated threat to overtly
go nuclear over the last few

ars. "One only had to read
dia's English age news-
pers to realise what the new

indu nationalist government
intended to do”", blasted critics.
The CIA had satellite surveil-
lance over the Rajasthan test
site; no analyst bothered to
look hard at the incriminating
overnight activities that were

transmitted.

e world's negative reac-
tion to the explosions was ex-
pected; however, the world did
not expect the universal eupho-

mcmmmwwﬂlmmmmhhfnﬁawmmmmqum.. but America has
enormous stakes in

acted out by the cast.

Nuthin% was sacred or taboo,
not even "Schindler's List”, on
"Seinfeld”, a show dealing with

ria that erupted in Indian its af-
termath. Clearly BJP had
the nation's mood accu-
rately. In the long run, it is the
wild enthusiasm of its ple
that is going to sustain BJP in
power: after all, the world is not
going to vote BJP out of office.

Under a 1994 law, the US has
to slap sanctions on any nation
E;lng nuclear, as it did on India.

me Minister Vajpayee's let-
ter to President Clinton ex-
plaining the rationale behind
the explosions was roundly
ridiculed. Without referring to
China and Pakistan by name,
he talked of threats to India

from the north and west.

“China poses no nuclear threat
to India”, Henry Kissi said.
"And militarily, India i{s supe-
rior to Pakistan in every way,
The losion will only have an

intimidating effect on neigh-

Sir, We are writing this letter
just after the long-cherished
win of Bangladesh in one-day
international cricket. We have
won the first one-dayer by beal-
ing Kenya by 6 wickets. This is
the result of the great efforts of
the Eia ers as well as of the
coach Gordon, We congratulate
all of them. But what has hurt
us — thousands of cricket fans
of our country — is the negli-
ﬁence of Indian Cricket Author-

We have noticed that three
dogs were present all time in the
cricket ground. In the past we

have seen birds or insects sit-
ting on the ground. But this is
the first time we have seen some
dogs on the ground. Come on,
this in an international match!
Neither the authorities con-
cerned nor the umpires took
any step to remove these from
the ground. Even the security

uards did not take any action.

e of the dogs once obstruct

the motion of the ball. Did the
authorities of Indian Cricket
thought that Bangladesh and
Kenyan cricket teams are of lit-
tle significance?

Tapu, Nahid ,
Adabor, Mohammadpur,
Dhaka

India. It has heavily invested in the world's most populous democracy. . . the lives of four unmarried
= o friends. Sometimes the show
bours (such as Pakistan. choice. no nation would want a  raeli intransigence has repeat-  would soar to exceptional level

Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and
Nepal) who cannot fire back a
nuclear missile”, Kissinger
added. Indeed, India's China ra-
tionale to go nuclear, is the one
Bangladesh could adopt to
make its own case for anatomic
bomb!

As India and Pakistan went
to war in 1965, TIME magazine
showed a cartoon depicting beg-
gars saying to each other as the

jets screamed overhead. "When

did we become rich enough to go
to war?”. Nine years later in
1974, as India tested its first
nuclear device, the cartoon beg-
gars returned, taunting the ric
nuclear members: "we too be-
long to the nuclear club!” Indi-
a's contradictions — poverty
and nuclear capability - is once
again spawning hilarious car-
toons.

Nuclear capability is no
laughing matter, however. With
it comes enormous responsibil-
ity. India is correct in dismiss-
ing western assertion that only
a lew nations are morally re-
sponsible enough to be nuclear-
worthy. After all, the United
States was the only nation to
:xplndeh n;.:ﬁll:{?r bnlrmba in
a.n%cr. that e.

t has to be add]:IO !Emt no na-
tion incurs the enormous ex-

nditure of going nuclear for
un or for "prestige” alone, to
quote the Indian line. If pres-
tige was a genuine reason, coun-
tries such as Canada and Japan
could go nuclear within six
months. The money could have
been far better spent feeding the
Indian beggars. Nuclear minds
harbour some sinister and na-
tionalistic motives.

-The most obvious one is to .

kﬂ!ﬂ its neighbours in line with
a huge threat, as Henry
Kissinger pointed out, Given a

nuclear neighbour. Among the  edly

demonstrated, America

of artistry — all the disparate

declared nuclear states, only
the US does not share a border
with another nuclear . In
1962, the US almost went to war
with Russia to keep it that
way(Russia was forced to with-
draw its missiles from Cuba.)
Fortunately, nuclear bombs
vis-a-vis one's neighbours, is a
double-edged sword. If India
were to nuke its neighbours, the
fall out would affect India itself.

Zbigniew Brezinski, Presi-
dent Carter's National Security
chief said that it was hypocriti-
cal of America. which has con-
ducted over 1000 nuclear tests,
to itself Pmlifcral: and preach
non-proliferation to others.
After all, America had aided
British and French nuclear
programmes, and had winked
at Israel's. It never guarantees
the security of those nations
who restrain their nuclear am-
bitions. "Pakistan is genuinely
threatened by India's nuclear
bombs. Were it to explode its
own nuclear device, we should
punish Pakistan less, because
the act would be in response to
India's provocation”, Brezinski
concluded.

The current international
willingness to punish India will
lose steam fairly quickly.
America has enormous stakes
in India. America is heavily
invested in the world's most
Fogulnuu democracy. Already
ndophiles are saying that In-
dia's going public with the nu-
clear capability everyone knew
they had, changes nnthln%.
Yeah, it was not a good idea to
l:m|ial a "in-your-face" tactic
while doing so. But India is not
Iran, Iraq or North Korea,
America's nemeses. It is a na-
tion friendly towards the
United States. And as the Is-

does not like to punish its er-
rant friends.

BJP is right. The storm will
blow over. The G-8 nations
meeting in Birmingham, Eng-
land, have refused to follow the
American lead and impose
sanctions on India. India, like
China, is too important to
American business interests to
be abandoned to competitors
for more than a limited amount
of time. Pakistan, were it to fol-
low in India's footsteps, may
not be so lucky.
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Seinfeld Seins off
HE much-hyped Ilast

episode of the enormously

successful sitcom on
American television, Seinfeld.
aired on Thursday. May 14 on
National Broadcastin
Corporation (NBC). Over 7
millilons viewers watched,
(Legendary crooner, "Ol Blue
eyes” Frank Sinatra died the
same night.)

Seinfeld, the nine-year
running "Jewish" show was
"about nothing." Three of the
four main characters (except
Michael Richards or "Cosmo
Kramer") are Jewish in real life.
A recent survey showed that
Kramer is the favorite of 54 per
cent of those surveyed. With his
unannounced entries, unpre-
dictable body gyrations and
screwy logic, he was the kids'
favourite as well. Jerry Sein-
feld was the favourite of only 12

cent, not much ahead of Ju-
ia Louis-Dreyfus ("Elaine
Benes”) and Jason Alexander

("George Costanza’). The
episodes were usually bril-
liantly written by Jerry Sein-

feld, and equally brilliantly

pieces of the puzzle would come
together at the end in a mathe-
matical harmony. Elaine,
whose talents were wasted on
"Saturday Night Live", was as
liberated a woman as one could
find in real life. She will for-
ever be remembered for her
convincing transformation
from Jerry girl friend to Jerry's
friend. Everyone identified
with George, the born loser.
Kramer was, shall we say, out of
the world.

Boston's "Irish” pub comedy
"Cheers” took its bow five years
ago. However, for sheer impact
on the nation. one has to
back fifteen years, to the 1983
finale of "MASH."” In the final
Seinfeld episode, the foursome
were put on trial for not coming
to the aid of a man being
robbed. The prosecution led a
parade of le the four had
"betrayed”; including the "Soup
Nazi" whose secret recipes
Elaine published, the "Bubble
Boy” whose bubble George burst,

the handjcagped woman whom
Kramer sold a defective wheel
chair, and Babu Butt, the Pak-
istani restaurateur whom Jerry
inadvertently had deported!
The judge sentenced the four to
jail for one year for violating
the "Good Samaritan Law" of
Massachusetts.

For the addicts of the %iin
language, the good news is that
all tgh: gﬂ{) episodes will now go
into syndication, for ever po&*
ping up on local television. "Se-
infeld” has the potential to
overtake "Cosby Show”, a com-
edy about "black family life”, as
the highest ssing show in
syndication. Not bad for a show
about nothing. Or, as Jerry
would say, "not that there is
anything wrong with it."



