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Foundation of
third EPZ at
Mongla laid

MONGLA. May 23: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina today
said the government is going 1o
announce a new industrial pol-
icy to boost industrialisation
and attract foreign investment
in the country, reports UNB.

The formulation of the new
industrial pelicy. in line with
the free market economy, is at
final stage, she said after laying
the foundation of the country's
third export processing zone
(EPZ) here this morning.

Mongla EPZ, covering an
area of 460 acres, expected to be
operational by the end of the
next fiscal year.

In the first phase. 140 acres
of land will be developed at an
estimated cost of Tk 58.29
crore. There will be 162 indus-
trial plots. each with 2,000
square metres.

The Prime Minister called
for attracting the entrepreneurs

of the developed countries who
are looking for new areas of in-
vestment as foreign investment
in the ASEAN countries
reached a saturated point.

"The foreign investors are
looking for new areas of in-
vestment and now have focused
on South Asian countries,” she
said. "We'll have to take advan-
tage of this situation.”

See Page 12 Col 1

Govt has failed to |

meet power,
water needs: BNP

City BNP yesterday brmi_%ht
out a procession {rom its office
at Nawab Yusuf Market de-
manding immediate solution of
power and water crises in the
city, reports UNB.

Prior to the procession, city
BNP convenor Sadek Hossain
Khoka told a rally that the gov-
ernment has totally failed to
meet the requirement of elec-
tricity and water.

He said frequent disruption
of power and lack of water sup-
ply has resulted in immense
suffering of the city dwellers.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, who has taken over the
t:harge of energy ministry, also
failed to improve the loadshed-
ding situation, he added.

e BNP leader warned that
if the problem is not resolved
immediately, people will be
compelled to take to the street.

He asked the party leaders
and workers to prepare for
tough action programme
against the government.

Among others who addressed
the rally and joined the
procession were Mirza Abbas.

See Page 12 Col 2

2 JCD leaders get
RI for burning
Bangabandhu’s
photograph

FENI, May 23: Two JCD
leaders, tried in absentia have
been sentenced to rigorous im-
prisonment for tearing off the
photograph of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, re-
ports UNB.

Of them, convenor of sadar
thana JCD Shawkat Ali Shakil
was awarded two years' jail
term while city JCD leader
Mamun for six months.

The prosecution, in brief,
was that Shakil and Mamun
damaged the framed picture of
the Father of the Nation hanged
in the local Circuit House on

st 29, 1996.

e District Administration
filed the case and police after
investigation submitted charge-
sheet nst them.

Additional District Magis-
trate Mohammad Mujibur
Rahman after examining the
witnesses and records awarded
the punishment on Tuesday.

— Inside Today
Article
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Developments over Indian N-tests

Delhi, Islamabad both

seek Dhaka's s

India and Pakistan have
both sought Bangladesh's "un-
derstanding and support as a
‘good neighbour.’

Prime ministers of both the
countries in separate letters to
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
stated that they valued
Bangladesh as a g neighbour
and sought Dhaka's coopera-
tion and understanding.

Officials in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs said the letters
were send to Sheikh Hasina
against the backdrop of nuclear
tests conducted by India re-
cently.

Indian Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee's letter to his

Bangladesh counterpart was
delivered by a senior official of
the Indian High Commission to

Foreign Secretary Mustafizur
Rahman on May 19.

The letter from Pakistan
premier Nawaz Sharif was de-
livered by his country's HiEh
Commissioner in Dhaka
Karam Elahi to State Minister
for Foreign Affairs Abul Hasan

By Staff Correspondent

Chowdhury on May 21 at 7 pm
at the latter's office.

The letters were later for-
warded to the Prime Minister.

The Indian premier in his
letter is learnt to have ex-
plained that the nuclear tests
were conducted for peaceful
purposes. India was not in-
du!gln[i; in any new arms race,
he said.

Without mentioning China
by name, Vajpayee said that

Nasaka kidnaps
5 Bangladeshis

CHITTAGONG, May 23:
Members of Myanmar Border
Security Force, Nasaka. al-
legedly abducted five Bangla-
deshi fish traders along with
their two trawlers from the Naf
river early today, reports UNB.

Police said a Myanmar
trader, Ali Ahmed, is involved
with the kidnapping.

The kidnapped fish traders

See Page 12 Col 3

upport

India was concerned at "Pak-
istan's collaboration with its
northern neighbour.” according
to diplomatic sources.

The Indian premier also
wrote that his country took
Bangladesh into confidence and
was always hopeful about re-
ceiving its understanding and
support.

Nawaz Sharif in his letter
said Pakistan was deeply con-
cerned at India's nuclear deto-
nations. Pakistan, he wrote,
wanted no new arms race in the
Sub-Continent. Sharif termed
Bangladesh "an important and
concerned neighbour” and
sought Dhaka’s total under-
standing and cooperation.
Bangladesh's position as a lead-

ing member of the Muslim
Ummah was important, he
noted.

Sharif said, "We intend to do
things 1;3' keeping Bangladesh
informed.”

It was not known when
replies 1o the letters would be
sent.
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Heat wave: Water
and power crises
add to people’s
miseries in city
By Special Correspondent

As the heat wave continued
in the country unabated and
rain-bearing clouds remained
elusive, miseries of people
mounted yesterday with high
humidity amid loadshedding.

In the city, crisis in water

supply, added to the sufferings
of the pcﬂ]i?‘lc.
Rajshahi recorded the high-
est temperature of 38.5 degrees
Celsius. In Dhaka, it was 35.7
degrees and the humidity was
75 per cent in the morning and
71 per cent in the evening. the
Meteorological office said.

Barring Sylhet and Cox's
Bazar, there was no rainfall in
the country.

Power supply in the country
yesterday was 1731 MW against
a demand for 2100, forcing PDB
to go for loadshedding in
phases, PDB source said.

In Dhaka city the shortfall
Was sup to be 38 MW but it
rose to 90 MW in the peak hour.
Heavy loads trip power sup-
ply in Khilgaon, Kamalapur,
Baridhara and in certain areas
of the old city, the sources said.

The loa shedding was 84
MW in Chittagong, 79 MW at
Khulna, 78 at Rajshahi, 40

See Page 12 Col 3
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Severe power Crisis

grips 4 dists of
Sylhet Divn

From Igbal Siddiquee

SYLHET, May 23: Power
supply in the four districts of
Sylhet division has come down
to about one-third of the re-
quirement.

It is seriously disrupting in-
dustrial and agricultural pro-
duction including tea, affectin
treatment at hospitals an
mounting sufferings of the peo-
ple, already reeling under a heat
wave.

The daily requirement in the

Power supply in

S dists restored
By Staff Correspondent

Power supply in five districts
of greater Mymensingh, was
restored yesterday evening after
more than 47 hours following
repair of the snapped wires of a
high-rise tower of a 132 KV grid
line at Bhairab.

Power supply in My-
mensingh, Netrakona, Kishore-
ﬁanj, Sherpur and Jamalpur

istricts was disrupted at 7:58

See Page 12 Col 8

four districts is 99 MW but the
supply is between 25 and 40 MW
since May 16,

The supply was 30 to 40 MW
on May 1lb and 17, 35 to 40 on
May 18, 30 to 40 on May 19, 25
to 35 on May 20 and 25 to 35
MW on May 21, accnrdinF to
sources in the local office of the
PDB.

There is three 1o four hours’
loadshedding in Sylhet town
daily. It is much more in rural
areas, affecting irrigation. Pro-
duction of tea in almost all the
tea pgardens is also suffering
badly from the beginning of the
season, said a manager of a pri-
vately owned tea estate.

TKE two major power plants
in Sylhet region, Shahjibazar
Thermal Power Plant and 90
Megawatt Fenchuganj Com-
bined Power Plant are operat-
ing at almost half their in-
stalled capacity, the sources
said.

The Gas Turbine-Il of the
Fenchuganj plant, which was
generating 30 MW power was
shul down after the "Turbine

See Page 12 Col |

count. Noné of the Ba

Kenya win by 28 runs :

Careless batting costs
Bangladesh dearly

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh lost the initia-
tive in their match against
Kenya at Chennai last night
and paid the penalty of reckless
batting to go down by 28 runs,
In their third match of the Coca
Cola Triangular Series,
Bangladesh failed to reach a
revised target of 226 in 49 overs
and saw their innings draw the
curtains in the third delivery of
the 47th over. The target was
revised due to six minutes being
lost during the Bangladesh in-

because of power failure.

The fizz in the Bangladesh
innings was lacking rlﬁ t from
the start when opener Athar de-
parted without

batsmen appeared committed to
the purpose of reaching a rather
facile target on a placid wicket.
Replying to Kenya's 226 in
50 overs, Bangladesh could
never reach a position to domi-
nate when they came in to bat.
The defeat for Bangladesh
means that the run-rate may be

is acs .
adeshi

crucial in deciding who meets
India in the final at the Eden
Gardens on May 31. After yes-
terday’s match. both
Bangladesh and Kenya have
won one and lost two. Their re-
maining match against India
will be vital to decide the other
finalist. Bangladesh has a poor
run-rate (-0.23) against Kenya's
better run-rate (-0.01).
Bangladesh, in their chase,
were off to a disastrous start,
losing their opener Athar Ali
Khan for a duck. Mohammed
Rafique, who scored a match-
winning 73 against the same
side in Bangladesh’'s historic

_win at Hyderabad on May 17.. . J

started from where he had left.
But the southpaw, who ham-
mered some lusty blows in his
characteristically aggressive
knock., was brilliantly caught

Ravindu Shah at short cover

r scoring 23.

Vice-captain Aminul Islam
was on only six when the dap-

See Page 12 Col 4

2 young men
murdered

In Ccity
By Staff Correspondent

Two young men, who were
attacked by local gangs in Ram-
pura and Pallabi areas of the
city Friday night, succumbed to
their injuries at the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital yes-
terday.

Fazlul Hug Bhuiyan, 32, was
shot and stabbed at Rampura
while Kamal Khalashi. 30, was
injured as a local gan%severcl}r
assaulted him at Pallabi.

Police said Fazlul succumbed
at about 1:30 am and Kamal at
about 5 am yesterday.

Gulshan police said Fazlul
had several deep cut marks and
bullet wounds in his body.

Proprietor of a car rental
business and a resident of West

:Rampura: Fazlul was attacked

as he was reportedly trying for
action against a gang who in-
jured one of his relatives re-
cently.

The gang. which was in hid-
ing following that incident, at-
tacked Fazlul to take revenge
his family members alleged.

The victim's father lodged a

See Page 12 Col 6
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was murdered in Rampura area in the city. —Star photo

Delhi trying to impose
military solution to
Kashmir : Sharif

ISLAMABAD, May 23: Pak-
istan's prime minister said to-
day that neighbouring India's
recent nuclear testing is a chal-
lenge to the world community
and that Islamabad will not be
deterred from its own nuclear
testing by threats of sanctions
from other countries, report
agencies.

However, Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif, in his first press
conference since India set off
five nuclear tests last week,

ave no indication of when
akistan would test its own nu-
clear device.

Sharif said he feared the
West was ignoring the latest

signs of a possible confronta-
tion on the Asian subcontinent.
"The balance of power in the

region has been violently tilted
... our security cannot be ig-
nored,” he said.

Sharif said India was using
nuclear tests to "blackmail®
Pakistan into dropping its
claim to Kashmir. He accused
the Indian government of try-
ing to impose a military solu-
tion to the dispute over Kash-
mir, cause of two of their border
wars, and appeared to link an
eventual nuclear test by Pak-

The government hospitals
have only two urology centres
with a total of 44 beds to pro-
vide treatment to the patients.

According to official
sources, there are only five
urologists in the two centres at
Dhaka Medical College Hu?i—
tal (DMCH) and Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib Medical Univer-
sity Hospital (BSMMUH).

According to experts, every
male above the age of 40 is po-
tentially a wurology patient.
Treatment facilities are ex-
iremely inadequate.

The head of the Urology De-
partment at DMCH. Dr S A M
Golam Kibria, told The Daily
Star, "Almost everyday [ see a
large number of patients at the
outdoor section. More than two-
third of them are visitors from
outside Dhaka.”

He further said, "The biggest

istan to further friction over
the region.

"The open statements ema-
nating from the Indian leader-
ship virtually amount to nu-
clear blackmail by India to im-

ose a milita solution to
hmir," Sharil said.

"Any misadventure will be
met with a resolute response,”
he said. "l repeat: any misad-
venture will be met with a reso-
lute response.”

The news conference fol-
lowed statements by India's
Hindu nationalist leadership
that it would take a "proactive”
stance on Kashmir and would
not tolerate what it called Pak-

istani sponsorship of guerilla
groups fighting to end Indian
rule.

Earlier foreign minister Go-
har Ayub Khan told Reuters
television that tension between
the two over Kashmir could es-
calate into open conflict.

"There is a real threat of a
conflict now between India and
Pakistan, primarily on Kash-
mir," the foreign minister said.

Sharif said an eventual de-
cision on Pakistan conducting
its own nuclear test "would be

See Page 12 Col 6

Govt hospitals have only two
urology centres, 5 experts

By Naimul Haq

problem is we are dealing with
too many patients and are un-
able to provide the standard
services we are supposed to give.
Because the government hospi-
tals at the district levels lack
proper facilities for treatment
of urinary tract diseases, pa-
tients come and crowd here. Due
to limited time, we have to
hurry to see as many patients as
possible."

He said the DMCH urology
centre has only 19 beds. "You
can well imagine the urgency
for more beds. Despite having
intention to admit selected pa-
tients, at times we have to face
tough decision on whether to
admit a patient or ask the pa-
tients to wait until a bed is
available. 1 am not saying that
we do not admit patients more
than the allocated beds. It often
turns out that our wards are

kidnapped young

man rescued
By Staff Correspondent

A young man who was kid-
napped for ransom from near
the Kamalapur railway station
in the city on May 16 was res-
cued by DB police from the cap-
tors yesterday.

Ferdous Alam Prokash
alias Uzzal. 18, was rescued
from a house at Kazipara in the
city’'s Mirpur area in the morn-
ing.

gsuc alleged abductors aged
between 15 and 25 were also ar-
rested, police said. They are Az-
izul Huq, Masudur Rahman,
Abu Zafar, Anisur Rahman
Tipu, Jamal Uddin and Saidul
Islam.

Police said that an organised
gang had kidnapped Uzzal and
demanded a ransom of Tk five
lakh from his businessman fa-
ther Mohammed Ali who re-
sides at Bonarpara in
Gaibandha district.

Uzzal was kidnapped by the
gang when he reached a tempo
stand near the Kamalapur rail-
way station. He was taken to an
u own place blindfolded. He
was on his way home in
Bonarpara after appearing at
admission tests at the Dhaka
University on that day.

One of the kidnappers

honed Uzzal's father in
gunarpara at about 7:30 pm on
May 19 (Tuesday) demanding a

See Page 12 Col 5

over crowded with patients. It
happens when we have to admit
patients on humanitarian
grounds,” he added.

Motaleb from Barisal has
been waiting for six days to get
admission at DMCH. He is suf-
fering fromn enlarged prostate
and hematuria. He badly needs
to be operated upon, but due to
lack of bed he has to wait till a
bed is available.

Talking to this correspon-
dent at the DMCH out-patient
department, Motaleb, 50, said,
"I had consulted doctors at
Barisal Medical College Hospi-
tal who referred me to see the
doctors at DMCH or PG Hospi-
tal. I have been seeking medical
treatment for several weeks but
no one seems to be giving me the

t advice.”
~ Dr M A Salam of the urology

See Page 12 Col 6

Shibir postpones

hartal in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 23: Is-
lami Chhatra Shibir has post-
poned its planned 48-hour har-
tal in Chittagong from tomor-
row in view of the on-going
talks with the Chittagong Uni-
versity, authorities.

A press release issued by
Shibir said that hartal and
university gheroa programme
were postponed at the call of the
university authorities. The au-
thorities held talks with Shibir
leaders yesterday.

Shibir had called the hartal
to press what it called restora-
tion of normalcy on the campus
by expelling illegal occupants
from dormitories.

Meanwhile, the CU authori-
ties today held a dialogue with
the leaders of Chhatra Oikkya,
an alliance of Chhatra League
and Chhatra Union.

Transport strike
in northern

districts today

From Our Correspondent

PABNA, May 23: The North
Bengal Transport Owners and
Employees Action Council has
called a 24-hour transport
strike in the northern districts
tomorrow demanding reduction
of the Jamuna Bridge toll rates
for vehicles.

The programme was an-
nuuncedp by Baby Islam, con-
venor of the Council at a press
conferences at the Pabna Motor
Vehicle Owners' Association of-
fice last night. |

Islam said the toll rate of Tk
1250 for vehicles to cross the
Jamuna Bridge was very high
compared to rates for other
bridges. The rate for Meghna-
Gumti bridge at Daudkandi is
only Tk 175 for buses, he men-
tioned.

Islam said they will go for an
indefinite strike if the rates are
not reduced before inauguration
of the Jamuna Bridge.

5 killed, 20 hurt
as bus, truck
collide

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, May 2.3:
Five ns were killed and at
léast 20 others were injured
when a Dhaka-bound bus witth a
bridal party collided witla a
Comilla-bound truck at De-
wanbagh under Bandar thana
on Dhaka-Chittagong hig hway

See Page 12 Col 3

Terrorists’ den raided

17 arrested after

ight at Ctg

F'rom Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG , May 23: Po-
lice in a pre-clawn raid at
Baubazar area under
Chandgaon thana arrested 17
people followinjz an hour-lon
gunfight with a. gang of arme
mern.

During the r-aid from 4 am to
10 am today, :arms and ammu-
nition including one SLR, two
cut-rifles and two swords were
recovered, police said.

Police saic]l the most of the
identified terr-orists managed to
escape after t he gunfight.

B adds: The arrested peo-
ple, including two women, are
reportedly the members of a
group involved in terrorist ac-
tivities in thie area.

Police said more than 200

licemen of Chandgaon, Pa-

artali, Kotwali and Panch-
laish thanas of CMP took part
in the operation.

Both thie sides traded at least
70 rounds of gun shots during
the enccrunter.

CMP DC Sayeed Akhter, who
led the police drive, told the
agency that Jahangir, an iden-

Lified terrorist and his accom-
lices resorted to a barrage of
omb attack on the police when

his den was raided at about 4

am,

His men toolk positions at
four places arourid the den and
opened fire on the police. The
place:s are the liouse of Ruhul

Amin Member, Alauddin
Colony, Shishu Member's
Colony and Doctor's Colony.

Police instantly retorted the at-
taclk.

/At one stage, Jahangir along
with five of his accomplices
managed to flee the scene.

Police then asked the armed
men over loudspeaker to give up
their arms and surrender.

Instead of laying down the
arms, a woman member of the
gang, Sonia, 20, asked the police
to surrender to them. She was
identified as the wife of Abdul
Matin of Delu Colony.

The arrested were produced
yefore the court and were placed
on a five-day remand for inter-
Togation.

See Page 12 Col 2
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Maldini makes
his choice

COVERCIANO, Italy, May 23
(Reuters /AP /AFP): Italy coach
Cesare Maldini decided today to
call injured Juventus striker
Alessandro Del Piero to the na-
tional squad’'s training camp
next week, despite lingering
doubts about his fitness.

Maldini told a news confer-
ence Del Piero, who pulled a
right groin muscle in the Euro-
pean Champions' Cup final in
Amsterdam three days ago,
would join the rest of the squad
in Tuscany from Wednesday.

As a precaution, he said he
was also calling up Parma
striker Enrico Chiesa, who had
not previously been named in
the World Cup squad.

Maldini had not been ex-
pected to make any evaluation
of Del Piero's fitness until Sun-
day. although he has until June
2 to make a final decision on

See Page 12 Col 7

Shazneen murder

Hasan, 2 others

on fresh remand

By Staff Correspondent

The CID took contractor
Hasan and two others on a two-
day remand gesterda}r in con-
nection with the Shazneer
murder in Gulshan on April 23

The CID investiFalnrs alor g
with a team of police brou sht
the three accused to the ' 5p
headquarters from the D} ;5ka
Central Jail. police an’j jajl
sources said.
killing, CID was mainl y focus-
ing its investigation o y various
possibilities includir ;g the in-
volvement of any a gettor and
conspiracy in the ¢ qme.

CID sources sa! d the inves;ti-
gators interrogatf .4 Hasan. su-

pervisor Badal "and a security

guard Humayu g trying to find
out if there W s tr:n “One
| Ei]]lng

geraun mgmv

hazneen, t'age youngest daugh-
ter of Ch# jrman of Transcom
Ltd, Latifi ;r Rahman.

A group of avout five senior
CID offiicials interrogated the
three for several rours until
YE?;'E rday evening. the sources
saic,,

See Page 12 Col 2

Separate meetings
by rival Cig
city BNP groups

CHITTAGONG, May 23: Con-
flicting groups of the city BNP
today held separate meetings
accusing each other of spoiling
the unity and discipline of the
party, reports UNB,

Supporters of city BNP pres -
ident Mir Nasir Uddin held a
meeting at BNP office in
Nasimun Bhaban while 1 he
rebel group led by former cit
BNP president M Salimulla
assembled at Zila Pari‘shad
Auditorium under the ban ner of
'followers of Shaheed Zia '

The rebel group having the
strength of 96 member:; of 158
member executive committee of
Chittagong City BNF' Friday
charged Nasir Uddin with anti-
party activities.

Responding to the allega-
tion, the Nasir group iilleged
that an opportunist gror:jj b=ing
instigated by the vested cjuar-
ters is trying to create rift in the
party when the anti-govern-
ment movement is moving to-
wards its logical end.

The meeting chrired by
Nasir Uddin decided .0 organise
rally and processior, in the cit
on May 26 to prote st loadshed-
ding and water cri sis.

e Salimulle h group at its
meeting at Zila Parishad audi-
torium demar,ded removed of
Mir Nasir Udr{in from the office
of the city B"P president.
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