5
a

)

Sonia Gandhi, widow of former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi,
places flower petals on a memorial to Rajiv in New Delhi
Thursday on the 7th anniversary of his death. Rajiv was
assassinated by terrorists in 1991,

— AP/UNB photo
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blast in China kills 9: peaay

explosions that flattened a Japanese-owned fireworks factory
in South China may have been sparked by employees testing
new fireworks, an official newspaper reported, AP says from

Beijing.

The death toll in Tuesday's blasts rose to nine, and two oth-

ers, includin

a Japanese technician, were missi
tors believe the blasts in the factory in Huizhou, 75

. Investiga-
north of

Hong Kong, may have been caused by workers — including a
Japanese technician — who were tesling new fireworks.

Police shoot dead 2 naxalites: o

naxalites of "Janashakti” group, including its central ol ser

Venugopal. were killed in an encounter with police in
Pradesh Thursday. PTI reports from

district of Andhra
Hyderabad.

edan

Police said on being accosted by a Folit:t atrol near Chegu-
and

nia village in the district, Venugopa

is associate Pazil

opened lire at the police. Police retaliated killing the two on the

spot.

Dolphin protection accord signed: the -

States and six other countries signed an agreement on

Unite

Thursday to protect dolphins and other marines species in the

eastern Pacific Ocean, AP reports from Washi

ngton.

Secretary of State Madeleine Albright signed for the United
States and was accompanied at a ceremony by representatives

of Costa Rica, Ecuador,
Ven_{'rzgmla.
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Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama and

opens Christianity centre:

A new research céntre on Christianity was set up Thursday in
the Chinese capital, the Xinhua news agency reported, AFP says

from Beijir

141
It Uﬂ'l{:'(f' Zhuo Xinping, the centre’s first director as saying it
was the largest of over 10 such institutes in China and would
play a leading role in China's Christianity research.

DPRK soldier defects to ROK: -

North Korean Soldier walked across a mine field on the heavily
guarded border and defected to South Korea Friday, the Defence
Minister said, AP reports fromm Seoul.

Cpl Sohn Chul Min, 20, was first s

tted 300 metres in front

of a South Korean guard post by soldiers who then guided him
through the mine field, the ministry said.

NW China hit

by ﬂOOdS: Torrential rains

in northwest China have left eight
washed away 680 buildings and

8@011215- missing after floods
roke through dykes and

reservoirs., Xinhua reported yesterday, AFP reports from

Beijing.

According to local meteorologists, rainfall of up to 74 mm
was recorded Wednesday in Gansu province worst hit were
Yongdeng. a suburb of the provincial capital Lanzhou where 80
houses were destroved an Gaolan county where more than 600

buildings collapsed. roads and power were cut, and 2.600
hectares of farmland was flooded.

Malian children sold into
slavery in Ivory Coast

BAMAKO, Muy 22: Thou-
sands ol children from drought-
stricken Mali have heen sold
into slavery to plantation own-
ers in neighboring Ivory Coast,
Malian officials announced
Thursday, reports AP,

Around 10,000 boys and
girls between 8 and 16 years old
had been sold by their parents
or guardians to cocoa and coftee
farmers in Ivory Coast's south-
ern agriculture belt, Mali's Jus
tice Minister, Amidou Diabate,
said in a statement. He did not
say when the sales took place.

. Impoverished parents some-
times gave up their children for
as little as dlrs 35, and the chil-

dren were whisked away by
night across Mali's southern
horder.

Both countries had recently
sigmed an agreement to ﬁ‘fht the
illegal trade, Diabate said.

The tralfic of children has
today almost replaced the tradi-
tional migration of Malian
ladult) temporary workers who
have for decades sought protfit
m the plantations of I[vory
Coast,” Diabate said.

Officials said the smuggling
rings were based in the town of
Sikasso in southern Mali and
Ivory Coast's northern trade
center, Korhogo.

~ decision to
conduct N-tests

NEW DELHI, May 22 : In yet
another shift of stand on the
nuclear tests Congress president
Sonia Gandhi, today came out
against the decision to conduct
the tests and warned that the
parllamentary democracy was
in danger following the talk of
switch over to presidential
system, reports PTI.

"Real strength lies in re-
straint and not in display of it.”
Sonia said referring to the re-
cent nuclear tests carried out by
India.

Addressing a rally at the All
India Congress Committee
(AICC) headquarters marking
the seventh death anniversary
of Rajiv Gandhi, she prefaced
her statement by congratulat-
inF the scientists for the capa-
bility shown by them.

"Along with use of science
for national security, it should
be utilised for removal of
poverty and backwardness in
the country,” she said.

The Congress and initially
questioned the timing of the
tests and had sought to know as
to what prompted the decision.

Later, Sonia, in remarks at
the Congress working commit-
tee last week, had said that the
nuclear question was a na-
tional matter and not a parti-
san one and accused the BJP of
trying to exploit the issue polit-
ically.

'Sonia against

International

New 'reform' Cabinet

DHAKA SATURDAY, MAY 23, 1t

formed 1n Indonesia

JAKARTA, May 22: Promis-
tnﬁ new leadership to a nation
fed up with corruption and
nepotism, Indonesia's new pres-
ident announced a new "reform'’
Cabinet that he hoped would

lacate the discontent that
Emught down his autocratic
predecessor, reports AP.

Wanting to break from the
past, despite his own close links
to x-President Suharto, B J
Habibie banished Suharto’s el-
dest daughter and his multi-
millionaire golling buddy from
his 36-member team. But 20 are
holdovers from the old Cabinet,

Popular support for Habibie,
handpicked by Suharto to serve
as Indonesia’'s third president
since the country won indepen-
dence from the Dutch in 1945,
remains unclear,

Rock-throwing and scuffles
broke out after thousands of

ro-Habibie supporters con-
ronted anti-government stu-
dent protesters who have been
occupying the national Parlia-
ment for most of the week,

The clash raises the spectre
of intervention by the military,
which has allowed the students
free rein of the legislature since
Monday.

Six servinﬁ or retired army
generals and six prominent
Muslim figures were included,

i

The majority are members of
the ruling Golkar party.

Habibie's announcement 24
hours after Suharto stepped
down followed days of protests
and riots, which culminated
Thursday with the resignation
of Suharto and the swearing-in
of the new president with the
backing of the powerful mili-
lary.

Indonesia's main npgoaltiun
figure Amien Rais, who has
called for an end to cronyism,
declined to pass judgement.

He said he was "neutral” on
its makeup even though it still
"reflected the old ways" of
Suharto.

Rais, a high-profile Muslim
leader, said he believed the new
Cabinet would not last until
2003. the scheduled end of
Habibie's term, and repeated his
insistence that there must be
elections leading to a real
democracy.

He said the Cabinet was
"technocratic” but still reflected
cronyism. The choices were
”pnalurin% to convince the
world to bring investment to
Indonesia,” Rais said., while
adding that he didn't think the
new Cabinet would succeed in

doing so. :
In a nationally televised
speech from the Presidential

Palace, Habibie said the Cabi-
net had representation from all
of Indonesia’'s three officially-
recognised political parties, the
armed forces and other groups.
[t is a "Cabinet of reform,”
Habibie, dressed in a modest
Fre],r safari suit and black peci
cap) told the nation from a

podium inside the red-carpeted,

ornately decorated reception
hall of the palace.

He said it was "in line with
the spirit and determination of
the Indonesian people as re-
flected in the demands for total
and constitutional reform led
by students and the young gen-
eration”.

Habibie, who must now
tackle the country’s worst eco-
nomic crisis in 30 years,

romised the Cabinet would be
ree of corruption, collusion
and nepotism.

"It is the same old game. It is
still made UP of people who
have been closely associated
with President Suharto,” said
Syahrir, a former student ac-
tivist. now economist.

While ng to satisfy loud
demands for reform, Habibie
also made concessions to the
military-backed elite.

Significantly, military
commander Gen. Wiranto re-
mains defence minister.

India blasts UK
govt for meeting
with POK "PM’

NEW DELHI. May 22: India
terday took serious note of
ritish government having a
mcctinl& with the so-called
Prime Minister of Pakistan Oc-
cupied Kashmir (POK) despite
New Delhi's advice to the con-
lrazlzl reports PTI.
xternal Affairs Min-
isu;’v statement Rere said India
had conveyed t§ the British
government that if\such a meet-
ing were to take place, it could
not be without "n conse-
quences” for relations, between
India and the United dom.

"We understand that the
meeting took place in London
on May 19. We have taken note
of the British government's
meeling (with him) inspite of
our advice to the contrary. We
reserve further comment” the
statement said.

The statement said the gov-
ernment had received reporls
several weeks back that Sultan
Mehamud Chaudhury, the POK
leader, was to be officially re-
ceived by a ministry in the For-
eign and Commonwealth Office.

UNSC urges Taliban
to restart talks

with opposition

UNITED NATIONS, May 22;
The UN Security Council
(UNSC) ur%ed Afghanistan's Is-
lamic Taliban to restart taiks
with the armed opposition, the
council president said, reporls
AFP.

Kenyan Ambassador
Njuguma Moses Mahugu, this
month's council president. said
the council calied on both sides
to return 1o the negotiating
table.

The United Nations an-
nounced Tuesday that the Tal-
iban had decided to abandan
peace talks and blamed the op-
position Northern Alliance for
refusing to cooperate.

Moros cancel talks
with Philippine govt

ZAMBOANGA, Philippines,
May 22: Muslim separatist
guerillas have cancelled peace
talks with the government this
weekend, saying they preler to
negotiate with the incoming
administration, a military o
ficial said Thursday. report
AFP.

The two sides came to a mu-
tual agreement Lo shelve sched-
uled meetings this weekend in
the southern city of Marawi and
will resuine contacts only after
the June 30 turnover, southern
Philippine army chief Major
General Joselin Nazareno told
reporiers

Moro Islamic Liberation
Front [MILF] chief negotiator
Ghazall Jaajar raised concern
that Joseph Etrada, the appar-
ent winner of the May 11 elec-
tion, could renege on any accord
singed before he is sworn into

| office, said Nazareno,

Israel rejects call for int'l
conference on ME peace

JERUSALEM, May 22: Isra=l
on Thursday rejected calls by
France and Egypt for an inter-
national conference of those de-
termined to save the Middle
East peace process, reports AFP.

"Israel is opposed to an in-
ternational conference to
which the parties involved are
not even invited,” a statement
from the Israeli Foreign Min-
istry said.

French President Jacques
Chirac and Egyptian President
Hosni Mubarak made the call
for the conference after a meet-
ing in Paris on Monday.

French Foreign Minister
Hubert Vedrine told an Israeli
daily on Wednesday that it was
‘impossible” to convoke such a

conference with the participa-

tion of Israeli Prime Minister

Bcr‘LJamln Netanyahu.

edrine said the conference

should be in two stages, with Is-

raeli and Palestinian officials

taking part only in phase two.

"We do not believe such a
conference can advance the
talks.” the Israeli Foreign Min-
istry statement said. "It is not
in this way that agreements
have been reached up to now.”

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
Lamln Netanyahu, who also

olds the foreign affairs portfo-
lio, called on the Palestinians,
Syria and Lebanon "to sit down
at the negotiating table to talk
directly” with Israel.

"Our neighbours must stop

thinking that others will do the
work for them,” Netanyahu told
rters.

"Our neighbours have no
other choice. Are they guini to
resume the path of war when
they do not have the means?”

Palestinian officials on the
other hand welcomed the
Franco-Egyptian plans for an
international coniference.

"This initiative is a reflec-
tion of the anxiety of the inter-

national community in ;
of Israel's r?fﬂlaa.l g hnpt{:né%‘:f

the agreements it has signed,”
the Secretary General of the
Palestinian Authority, Tayeb

Abdelrahim, told the official
Palestinian news agency
WAFA.
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akistan in Suchitgarh

area 35 kms from Jammu, the winter capital of India's troubled state of Jammu and Kashmir,
Thursday. Security has been beefed up in border areas after India conducted two nuclear tests in

Pokhran last week.

— AP/UNB photo

US, Russia discuss ways to prevent
Pakistan from conducting N-test

WASHINGTON Mav 22 [ US
President Hijll Choton con-
ferred Thursday withh Russian
Pre<uleiit Boris Yeltsinn about
ways 1o preyvent Pakistan {rom
cdrrving out nuclear tests in re-
spoiise to India's recent blasts,
reporis AFFP.

“Thev discussed ways in
which we might continue to im-
press upon the government of
Pakistan the imﬁurlmwr of not

testing, White House
spokesmmian Michael McCurry
said atter the 15-minute tele-

phone call.

India tested tive nuclear de-
vices on May 11 and May 10,
prompting Pakistan to consider
reacting in kind and drawing
strong international condem-
natiog and tough sanctions

fremm Waslhunglon,

Yeltsin had condemned In-
dia for breaking the de facto
moratorium on nuclear testing
but warned that the US sanc-
tions could prove counterpro-
ductive.

McCurry said the two leaders
also discussed ways in which we
might c¢ncourage the govern-
meit of India. having tested to
think very seriously about its
international obligations.

He cited Clinton's call for
India to announce a freeze on
further tests and to sign the
1996 Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty (CTBT) as one option.

PT] from London says:
British Prime Minister Tofy
Blair has expressed concern at
heightened tension in South

Asia in the wake of India’'s nu-
clear tests and urged India and
Pakistan to take measures to
defuise the crises.

Making a statement on the

recent G-8 Summnmut insthe House’

of Commons yesterday. The
British Prime Minister de-
scribed the Indian nuclear tests
as a sad development and said
on believe this is the way for
countries to enhance their
standing within the world.

Blair said he was in touch
with both Prime Ministers Atal
Bihari Vajpayee and his Pak-
istani Counterpart Nawaz
Sharif in his efforts to defuse
tension in the region.

He said both India and Pak-
istann should adhere uncondi-
tionally to the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT),

UN oil-for-food accord

Iraq rejects proposal
of amendments by US

BAGHDAD. May 22 . Iraq on
Thursday rejected US proposals
of amendments to the UN oil-
for-food accord, dismissing
them as a ruse to prolong sanc-
tions indefinitely, reports AFP,

"Ir;a categorically rejects
these US proposals to change
the terms of the programme and
insists on its provisional and
exceptional character,” a for-
elgn ministry spokesman said.

The spokesman quoted by
the official news agency INA,
urged other Security Council
menibers to foll these propos-
als, which Iraq redesigned only
to keep up economic sanctions
in place.

The sanctions in force since
Iragq's August 1990 invasion of
Kuwait, can not be lifted until
Baghdad is declared free of
weapons of mass destruction,

¢ UN humanitarian pro-
gramme in Iraq meanwhile
turned down a proposal to in-
crease the number of observers
for the distribution of supplies

under an enhanced uil-fur-&m;l _

accord,

'l am confident that the ex-
isting observation system and
the number of observers both
satisfy the needs of the current
Erngramme its proposed en-

ancement, sald humanitarian
coordinator Denis Hall.

His spokesman Eric Falt
told reporters that the pro-
gramme was satisfied with the
performance of its 151 interna-
tional fleld observers.

The oil-for-food accord,
launched in December 1996 al-
lows Baghdad to export limited
amopnts of crude eve six
months to import tood,
medicine and other supplies
which are distributed under UN
supervision,

In February, the UN Security
Council decided to raise the
ceiling for Ira
5.2 billion dollars from two
billion dollars.

But several problems remain
before the latest phase runs out
June 3,

oll exports _to

Fall of Suharto shows autocrats are
dying breed 1in Asia

TOKYO, May 22: As the fall
of Indonesian President
Suharto has shown once again,
autocrats are a dying breed in
Asia. Over the past decade,
street protests have brought
them down from South Korea to
Thailand, reports AP.

Many of the fallen dictator-
ships have been replaced by In-
creased democracy. And It is all
stirring up an element of uncer-
tainty throughout the region.

"Indonesia won't immedi-
alely become a democracy like
the Philippines or South Korea
did.” sald Yoshinori Murai. an
Indonesia expert at Tokyo's
Sophia Univcrsitﬁ+

"But there will be no going
back to the past." he said.

Suharto's decision to ste
down in the face of Mdtsprcag
civil unrest is in keeping with a
larger trend that has already
| ificantly changed the polit-
#’,uullnnk of Asia.

The Philippines, famous for
its peaceful "people power" revo-
lution that toppled Ferdinand

Marcos in 1986, saw a lively
democratic system revived after
the dictator was forced into ex-
ile.

Huge protests in 1987
against the regime of former
army general Chun Doo-hwan
led to presidential elections in
South Korea. The country's last
three leaders have been [reely
chosen.

Not all transitions have
been smooth, or positive.

In Thailand, 52 people died,
hundreds were injured and
more than 40 remain missing
after "Black May" in 1992, when
Gen. Suchinda Kraprayoon or-
dered troops o open fire on un-
armed democracy demonstra-
lors in Bangkok.

The bloodshed led to a rare
intervention by the country's

respecled constitutional
monarch, King Bhumibol
Adulyadej. who persuaded

Suchinda to step down. Democ-
rarr has since flourished.

iut in Myamnar, military
dictator Ne Win, who ruled for

26 years, was succeeded by a
new peneration of generals in
1988 after soldiers gunned
down more than 3,000
protesters demanding democ-
racy. The junta still rules.

A transition of power in
Taiwan was peaceful and
largely orchestrated from the
top.

The late President Chla:;F
Ching-kuo, the son of national-
ist leader Chiang Kal-shek who
fled to Talwan alter losing Chi-
na's civil war in 1949, gave the
move toward democracy a boost
by ending martial law in 1987.

His death in 1988 paved the
way for successor Lee Tan-_hui
Lo open the country's political
ll;lruccss further, culininating in

alwan's first-ever direct presi
dential election in 1996, which
Lee won.

China. however, remains a
glaring exception to the trend.

After moving toward more
rTeforms, its troops in 1989
cleared Beijing's Tiananmen
Square in a bloody crackdown

against students calling for
d:mn-::racf;-

Though rocked by famine..
North Korea continues to cling
to its isolationist, S5Stalinist
regime as well. Ruler Kim Jong
1 has preserved his late father's
personality cult.

In Malaysia, Prime Minister

Mahathir Mohamad — Asia's
Innf;est-senring leader — brooks
little dissent.

But after 17 years in power,
Mahathir is often criticised for
the kind of nepotismm and
cronyism that so angered In-
donesians against Suharto.
Though praised for his eco-
nomic achievements, he faces
in¢reasing calls for political re-
form.

"The kind of modern econ-
omy needed to provide the liv-
Ing standard that most people
warnt is not consistent with lim-
itations on freedom,” said
Richard Baker, an Asia expert
al the East-West Center in Hon-
olulu.

Army's ultimatum forced.
Suharto to bow out?

JAKARTA, May 22: An ulti-
matum from the once-loyal
armed forces was the tuming
point which forced former In-
donesian President Suharto to
resign after 32 years in power,
the Jakarta Post said Friday,
reports AFP,

The leading English-lan-
guage daily, citing unnamed
sources, said armed forces chief
and defence minister General
Wiranto visited Suharto
Wednesday night to deliver a
message from the military
leadership asking him to step
down,

Suharto, himself an ex-sol-
dier who holds the rare hon-
orary rank of five-star general,
resigned the next morning in
favour of Vice President Bach-
haruddin Jusuf Habibie in a
hastily arranged televised cer-
emony at the Merdeka State
Palace.

House Speaker Harmoko, in
the first sign of an open split in
the ruling clique, had given
Suharto a Friday deadline from
Parliament to step down or face
impeachment but Wiranto had
publicly branded their call as
illegal. :

e Post said the military
top brass conferred Wednesday
and decided to ask Suharto to
step down rather than face im-
peachment.

At the handover ceremony,
Wiranto delivered a speech vow-
ing to protect the safety and

honour of Suharto and his
family and warning against
further unrest following last

week's riots which left 500 dead
in Jakarta.

But after the handover of
power, student demonstrators
who led the anti-Suharto strug-
gle and a top Muslim leader de-
manded a trial for the former
president, whose family is ac-
cused of amassing billions of

dollars through corruption and
nepotism.

UN urges new
govt to resolve

E Timor i1ssue

UNITED NATIONS, May 22:
Following the resignation of
Indonesian President Suharto,
the United Nations is quietly
urFJng the new leadership to re-
solve the dispute over East
Timor, the former Portuguese
colony the Indonesians seized
23 years ago, report AP

But UN officials, and diplo-
mats are not optimistic that the
new president, BJ Habibie, will
be strong enough to take dra-
matic steps necessary to satis
the world community, whic
has never officially accepted
Indonesia's annexation of the
territory.

ﬁChina slates Dalai LLama’s

support for Indian N-tests

BEIJING, May 22: China to-
day accused the Dalai Lama of
"showing his true nature” by
what it called his support for
India's nuclear tests. reports
AFP.

"By supporting India's
provocative action in public,

the Dalai Lama unveiled his
true colours,” the China daily
said in a commentary. "This
clearly shows that he is not a
genuine defender of peace.”

"For ears the Indian
government has given him
much assistance, both covertly
and . It was time for him
to replay the Indian govern-
ment for its "kindness, " the pa-
per said.

The Tibetan spiritual leader
has lived in exile in India since
1939.

In a statement Tuesday

Off the Record

Dalai Lama said he was "sad-
dened” by the nuclear tests and
reaffirmed his support for a
Chinese proposal that all nu-
clear weapons be banned.

But he also sald that since
the big powers possessed nu-
clear weapons, it was "not right
to” outrightly condemn India's
action,

The China daily called this
attitude "an insult to peace.”

It said the Dalai Lama had
mary times said he was ;
to hold negotiations with Chi-
na's central g[:;vcmment and
gg;nt seek Tibet's indepen-

But now he felt extremely
excited about the nuclear test-
ing conducted by a country
treating China as its potential
enemy. This made people see
through his hypocrisy.”

Students sue striking
teachers

NEW DELHI: Not in a mood to let their teachers get away with
their six week old strike, school students in the central Indian
state of Rajasthan have sued them for compensation for their

loss of studies, reports [ANS
The student community

in the two cities of Jodhpur and

Udaipur have told the Rajasthan High Court that they would

like to be co-appellants in a

public interest litigation (PIL) filed

by a citizen alleging that the strike by teachers would harm the
careers of thousands of students, the Hindu newspaper reported.

The students are demanding compensation on grounds of
loss of studies and "hardship” caused to them during their

annual examinations because of classes not heing

held. They

have asked for the compensation amount to be deposited in the
Students’ Development Fund, the paper said

High school leachers acruss Rajasthan have been on strike
since early April disrupting the annual examinations and
forcing state education authorities to recruit temporary staff to

stand in for the striking teachers.

After a preliminary hearing, the court directed the state

government not to pay

the teachers for the period of the strike.

Despite appeals from the Chief Minister and the Education
Minister of the state, the striking teachers refused to report for

Still at work at 107!

BEIRUT: Abdul-Rahman Skafi is 107 — but still at work.
That's because Lebanon has had no municipal elections for 35

work,

years Lo replace him, reports AP
"mukhtar”

But Skafi, a

or chief ot a village or

neighbourhood, will soon be retiring at last. Balloting for
nearly 10.000 political posts across the country begins Sunday
and runs for the tollowing three Sundays.

The first such

eleclions since

1963 brning right-wing

Christians back into the political arena, creating some strange
bedfellows and allowing the ecitizens — finally — to inject new

blood into local governnient.

"l like to feel I can make a change,” said Rita Saba, a 27-year-
old government employee in Beirut, one of many enthusiastic

about the chance to vote.

Social concerns amid the tough economic times are reflected
in the campaign. In the soumhern city of Sidon, one man is

running lor municipal council

penniless

as the "candidate of the

But the race lor 7.662 municipal council seats and 2,041
mukhtar posts in 646 municipalities will not change the
sectarian nature of Lebanese politics. where quotas divide
political jobs among the various Christian and Musliin sects.

Municipal elections scheduled in 1969 were never held
because of political tensions that eventually erupted in 1975
into the Lebanese civil war that raged for 15 years,

By

US movie

star Sharon Stone gives a kiss to her husband Phil

.......

Bronstein as they climb the stairs at the Festival Palace in
Cannes, to attend the screening of "The Mighty", Thursday.
Sharon Stone stare in the movie, directed by Peter Chelsom of
Britain, which 1s Being presented out of competition at the 51st

International Cannes Film Festival.

- AP/UNR photo




