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Bodies to probe
illegal filling up,
encroachment

upon 4 lakes

By Staff Correspondent

Rajuk has formed three
committees, two of which would
investigate the illegal filling u
of and encroachment upon Gul-
shan, Banani, Baridhara and
Uttara lakes.

The other committee headed
by the Member, Planning,
would monitor activities of the
two committees which would be
involved in field work, Rajuk
sources said.

Meanwhile, all earth-filling
and construction work along
the lake remained suspended.
Rajuk sources said after identi-
fying the 'problematic’ struc-
tures, steps would be taken to
demolish those.

See Page 12 Col 2

UP chairmen’s
confce: Venue,
date shifted

By Staff Correspondent

The government yesterday.
changed the venue of the con-
ference of Union Parishad
chairmen and members from
the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban
area to the International Trade
Fair site.

The move followed a rtgort
in The Daily Star yesterday.
The report said that a govern-
ment department was erecting a
huge pandal, spiking the lush

garden at the South Plaza
of the monumental Sangsad
Bhaban and that workers were
digging the soil to make 100
open-pit latrines for the ex-

See Page 12 Col 6

AL champion of
signing unequal
accords: Khaleda

By Staff Correspondent

BNP chief Begum Khaleda
Zia has asked her partymen to
take all out preparations for the
scheduled May 20 hunger strike
at the district headquarters and
June 9 long march towards the
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT).

The Leader of the Opposition
in Jatiya Sangsad had earlier
announced the hunger strike
and long march ?mgrarnmcs
demanding abolition of the
CHT accord and the bills passed
for its implementation.

Begum Zia was addressing a
gathering of her party leaders
and workers from Bagerhat,
Comilla, Rangpur and Gopal-
ganj at her Minto Road official
residence in the city yesterday.

The former prime minister
said that the CHT accord was

See Page 12 Col 1

Cabinet okays
target for wheat
procurement

The Cabinet has approved
the proposal for increasing the
target of wheat procurement
during the current season from
1.51 metric tons to two lakh
metric tons, reports UNB,

The approval was given at a
cabinet meeting at the Secre-
tariat yesterday with Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina in the

chair,

Alleged attempt
to rape minor
girl: One held

By Staff Correspondent

An elderly man was caught
by some people when he al-
legedly attempted to violate a 9-
year-old child in Kalapani area
under Pallabi thana in the city
yesterday.

Police arrested the man, Ab-
dul Motin, reportedly a tea ven-
dor. He was a resident of
Ba.luthat slum in Pallabi.

Police said Motin lured the
child EhﬂW‘lﬂ%]E ten-taka note
and took her behind a bush at
Choker Jhop. Some local people
saw it, caught him and handed
him over to Pallabi police.

Motin is likely to be pro-
duced before the CMM's Court
tﬂd:'ﬁ’f]. police added,

e mother of the girl filed a
case with Pallabi thana.

— Inside Today
Article

India's Nuclear
Tests
Column : Frankly
Speaking. . .
by Faruq Choudhury
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Small industries in bad shape
Inflation worries Finance

Minister's advisors

By Inam Ahmed

projects should be kept intact if
this year's ADP is reduced. They

The finance minister's advi-
sory commitiee yesterday
warned that early steps should
be taken to r:hf-c]{ the rising in-
flationary pressure on the
economy.

The committee met yester-
day with Finance Minister
SAMS Kibria at the ministry.

The advisors expressed con-
cern over the inflation situa-

tion and drew the attention of -

the minister that inflationary

ressure is growing in the non-
ood sector, according to
sources,

Present in the meeting were
Prof Rehman Sobhan, Binayak
Sen. Dr Amirul Islam, Dr De-
bapriva Bhattyacharya, Dr
Farasﬂuddin, Sazzad Zahir, Dr
Ali Rashid and Nasrin Khan-
dakar.

According to the IMF, the
annual rate of inflation stood
at eight per cent in February

this year.
T;;E economists also advised
that rural-based and pro-poor

said low priority projects
should be dropped in case of
ADPF cuts.

They also observed that the
country is being deprived of a
chunk of concessionary foreign
aid because of failure to prop-
erly implement the ADP. ¢
advisors said that the govern-
ment should tighten up its belt
to utilise the funds available in
the foreign-aided development
programine.

The economists also ob-
served that the budget deficit
would come down this year be-
cause of the projected ADP
shortfall. But they pointed out
that the money to finance the
deficit should not go for current
expenditure. Rather, it should
be pro-investment in nature,
lhe%i said.

he economists also ex-
pressed concern over the rising
trend in current expenditure.
The finance minister at this

stage reportedly said that this
has resulted from a transfer of
manpower from different pro-
jects to the revenue budget. He
also reportedly said that there
has been stiff political pressure
to accommodate manpower
from development projects to
the revenue budget.

Dwelling on the issue of
business confidence, the advi-
sors said the government
should have a long term tariff
rationalisation plan, instead of
any ad-hoc adjustments, so that
businessmen can have a vision
of the business environment.
This would help the business
people to plan their strategies,
they said.

About industrial sector de-
velopment, the economists said
the nature of growth in the sec-
tor is uneven as the industrial
recovery is not broad-based.
They said some sectors like
garments,. iron and steel and
soft drinks are doing well, but

See Page 12 Col 6

. want the Presi

CHT bills & President's options

All eyes are focused on what
the President will do regarding
the four CHT related Bills that
the parliament has recently
passed. These have been sent to
the President on 13 May. Ac-
cording to the Constitution he
has fifteen days within which
to select his course of action,
which is by the 27th of this
month,

Those who are opposed to the
Bills want the President to use
his Constitutional powers to
withhold assent and thereby ei-
ther refuse to enact these bills
into laws or at least to disasso-
ciate himself with the process
of turning these Bills into laws.

What the opposition. espe-
cially the BNP and Jamaat
Mo do is to
send the ‘Bills hack to the par-
liament asking them to be re-
viewed. If the parliament
should send them back without
any changes then the President
should allow., according to
themi, the automatic process of
assent to operate - by not doing
anything within the permissi-
ble 7 days so that the Bill is
"deemed” to have been assented
to. In this way the President

By A Special Correspondent

will have distanced himself
from these Bills.

Now the big question is what
are the President's options?
The relevant Articles of the
Constitution that can guide us
in this matter are Articles 80,
81 and 82, of which the first is
the most important. Paragraph
3 of Article 80 says:

"The President, within fif-
teen days after a Bill is pre-
sented to him, shall assent to
the Bill or. in the case of a Bill
other than Money Bill may re-
turn it to the Parliament with a
message requesting that the Bill
or any particular provision
thereof be reconsidered, and
that any amendments ified
by him in the message be con-
sidered; and if he fafls sq W do
he shall be dee have as-
sented to the Bill at the expira-
tion of that period.”

There are TWO crucial
points in this Article: first is
that there are two categories of
Bills. Money Bills and the rest;
second that the President’s
power to send back a bill for re-
consideration exists in cases of
ALL BILLS SAVE MONEY
BILLS. In the case of latter, as

cited above, the Constitution
clearly says that the President
"shall assent to the Bill” within
fifteen days.

The fact to take note of here
is that the four Bills on the
Chittagong Hill Tracts have
been sent to the President AS
MONEY BILLS. This means
that the President's power to
send them back for reconsider-
ation by the parliament or not
to assent does NOT exist in this
case. He does not even have the
option of withholding his as-
sent because the Constitution
obliges him to sign with the
word “shall”.

Article B1(3) says "Every
Money Bill shall.. when it is
resented to the Presjdent for
is asseénl, bear a cerlilicaté
under the hand of the Speaker
that it is a Money Bill. and such
certificate shall be conclusive
for all purposes and shall not be
uestioned in any court.” The
our Bills that have been sent to
the President on the 13th. of
this month bear the said cer-
tificate of the Speaker.

What is to noted here is

that. according to the Parlia-

See Page 12 Col 7
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Violent protest
after road
accident kills
DU student

By DU Correspondent

A female student ol the
Dhaka University was killed
when hit by a Premium bus on
the VIP Road in front of Zia
Coloney in Cantonment area in
the citﬂesterday. police said.
Asma med, a second year
student of Library Science, was
hit by the bus while she was
crossing the road to avail a uni-
versity bus at about 10 am.

She was rushed to CMH
where doctors declared her
dead. She was the daughter of
one Abdul Aziz.

Pulice arrested dnver Abdand
Huq and sejzed the bus.

As the news of her death
3prcad on the campus, students
amaged several vehicles and
blocked the roads through the
university, disrupting road
communication. Police lobbed
several rounds of tear gas shells
and resorted to baton charge
near the Curzon Hall area to
bri?g the situation under con-
trol.

._-:"-s::-;-::?:,"‘f'l;#;.-‘iﬁgp. £
Police charging batons on Dhaka University
were protesting death of a female student in a road accident yesterday.

WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE P74 "“'g‘

OF DIFFERENT TYPES. *

NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
199, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA.
TEL : 605957, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 861985

MUHARRAM 22, 1419 HIJRI

B e

students near the Curzon Hall when they

—Star photo

CU staff bus ambushed

Gunmen shoot CMC

student dead

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 18: A
Chittagong Medical College stu-
dent was shot dead when
unidentified gunmen ambushed
a Chittagong University Staff
bus at Battali Bazar this morn-
ing. police said.

e university bus bound for
the city under police escort, was
attacked by the gunmen who
fired on it indiscrimminately at
around 9 am.

Mushfig-ur Salehin, 21, a
student of Chittagong Medical
College and son ol a university
teacher, sustained fatal bullet
injuries.

Salehin was rushed to the
Chittagong Medical College
Hos
his injuries”™* k'

Police suspected that Shibir
activists may have carried out
the attack. But Shibir denied
the charge.

UNB adds: Salehin, a first-
vear student of CMC, was hit by
three bullets, two in the head
and one in the left arm., when
the gunmen sprayed bullets
from automatic guns on the

university teachers’ bus in

pital where he succumbed to |

which he was traveling.

Bus helper Syed Majibur
Rahman also sustained bullet
injuries in the attack.

Police arrested three youths,
one Chhatra Shibir activist,
from the spot of the gunfire at

gen Road crossing in Panch-
laish thana.

Passengers, who were travel-
ing in the bus, said the as-
sailants might have opened fire
from a nearby building.

Salehin, the eldest son of Dr
Kazi Ahmed Nabi, Chairman of
the Finance Department of
Chittagong University, was sit-
Ling beside the driver.

He was iinmediately rushed
to Chittagong Medical C
Hospital where doctors oper-
ated upon him for about an
hour and extracted bullets of ri-
fle from his head and left arm.
But he died at 10:30 am.

Three policemen who were
agsted in the bus lor security
ave been closed by the authori-

ties after the incident.

Salehin stood 7th in the
combined merit list in last

See Page 12 Col 6
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the city resid

WASA pump station in the city yesterday.

Tale of Dhaka's unarmed, unpaid) Army rejects Speaker's call

ts are suffering due to water crisis, a car being washed at a
— Star photo by Sheikh Enamul Haq
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'investment minister' in London

LONDON, May 18: Bangla-
desh's only 'investment minis-
ter' in its

basic tools to effectively start
his work.

Ahmed Hossain Joarder, 55,
was appointed the first 'invest-
ment minister’. with the rank
and status of a joint secretary,
in November last year.

He was given the job of mo-
tivating non-resident Bangla-
deshis as well as British entre-
preneurs to invest in Bangla-
desh.

But after more than five
months of his appointment,
Joarder has none ol the things
he needs to do his job. He has
not even been paid yel.

This is happening when the
government, especially its lor-
eign minister, is busy propagat-
ing 'success’ of its economic
diplomacy. When the post was
created, Foreign Minister, Ab-
dus Samad Azad, had argued

ndon mission has
been waiting for months for the

From Nurul Kabir

that the main thrust of diplo-
macy for a poor country like
Bangladesh should be on, at-
tracting foreign investment.
The _jub of the 'investment min-
ister', he said, would be to pro-
mote foreign investment in
Bangladesh.

"l have been given a room
with four chairs and a table at
the high commission office in
London, but | have no computer,
no staff, no transport, not a
sofa for offering a comfortable
seat to a potential investor, not
even a telephone directory con-
taining telephone numbers of
relevant government officials
and private sector business es-
tablishments in Bangladesh,"
says a disappointed Joarder.

"I find the job of the invest-
ment minister to be like that of
a marriage office. I need 'accu-
rate’ information fafbuut the

rospective areas of foreign in-
E’EE‘tEﬁ.’Cﬂt in Bangladuslﬁlthc
possible rate of profit. the laws

and rules relating to invest-
ment, financial and manage-
rial ability of local partners
and their contact numbers.

"l also have to have informa-
tion about spirations of poten-
tial investors — be it non-resi-
dent Bangladeshis or foreign-
ers, their areas of interests and
S0 OT.

The service of Joarder is un-
der the Dhaka-based Board of
Investment, supervised directly
by Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina. He wrote to the BOI of-
ficials requesting for the logis-
tics at the end of February. He
recently learnt from the BOI
chief — a former foreign secre-
tary who is now heading a dele-

ation to Britain, U and

anada — that his salary is be-
ing processed. "But nothing
concrete about the logistics.”

Joarder has been living in
the UK for the last 34 years. He
worked in important positions

See Page 12 Col 3

Wastage rampant
as water Crisis
persists 1n city

By Special Correspondent.

While the metropolis suffers
from a perennial shortage of
water, getting only about half of
its daily requirement, a section
of Dhaka WASA employees
earn a quick buck from its var-
ied use,

lllegal connection, unau-
thorised sale of water and
washing of cars and other ve-
hicles at pumping stations, are
among the profitable side busi-
ness of the employees.

Water has become scarce in
the metropolis with less than
half of the total demand of 1400
million litres supplied by
WASA everyday.

But wastage, billed as 'sys-
tem loss', like a car getting a
wash from a hose lilling a
bowser ( as seen in the photo-

aph) also keep the supplies
ow.

The car got priority at 1-30
pm on Sunday at Eskaton Gar-
den pump station of WASA, de-
laying a bowser getting filed to
provide water to the citizens.

WASA officials say low volt-
age of power and loadshedding

See Page 12 Col 2

Govt preparing to

appeal against bail
for top criminals

The government is preparing
to appeal to the Appellate Divi-
sion ap]!‘ainat granting and re-
lease of some top criminals on
bail by the courts, reports UNB.

Worried about the release of
many top-criminals on bail,
the government on Sunday
constituted a five-member
committee headed by Addi-
tional Attorney General Abdul
Wadud Bhuiyan to scrutinise
those cases and file appeal with
the Appellate Division.

In last one year, police ar-
rested 40 top terrorists in the
city out of the listed 43, but
more than one-third of them
are now free on bail.

The terrorists have been
charged with various crimes,
including murder, extortion
and violence. and are accused in
two to 16 cases each.

Senior police officials said
they are in a fix over the fre-
quent granting of bails to the
top criminals who are a con-
stant threat to public life and

property.

Meanwhile, a recent meetin
of the Home Ministry expre
concern after reviewing the list
of arrests and bails granted to
the top terrorists.

All concerned thanas have
been asked verbally to imme-
diately submit charge-sheets in
all the cases filed.

If necessary, the Home Min-
istry meeting even favoured de-
tention against the listed ter-
rorists in case they manage to
get bails.

A gang leader, Subrata Ku-
mar Bain, charged with 13
cases, was granted bail recently.
But police again sent him to jail
on detention.

Another 25 top terrorists,
including "Sweden" Aslam ac-
cused in 16 criminal cases, are
now in jail. But he has already
been granted bail in three cases.

Another {errorist, Munna,
was granted bail a few months
ago. Bul police again arrested
him with a foreign-made re-
volver during his bid to extort
money.

JAKARTA, May 18: Veteran
leader President Suharto fought
back against the most serious
challenge to his 32-year rule to-
day clinging onto power after
the army rejected calls by the
parliament Speaker that he
should resign, reports AFP.

Armed forces chief and de-
fence minister General Wiranto
told journalists after an emer-
gency meeting with top com-
manders that the call from
Speaker Harmoko issued on
behalf of parliamentary leaders
"does not have a legal basis."

The announcement quashed
early jubilation among students
and _fuurnalists who erupted
into cheers at Harmoko's
statement believing the ruling
clique had cracked irreversibly,
and Suharto's rule was finally
coming to an end.

A 'calm’ Suharto told mili-
tary intelligence chief Lieu-
tenant General Mutojib that he
would make a statement to the
nation tomorrow.

But news that the 76-year-
old leader was to stay on, was
likely to inflict a new battering
on the econom
piah today crushed through the
13,000 to the dollar barrier in
Singapore, and stocks closed
down 4.2 per cent.

Wiranto's announcement,
which was greeted with boos lég
the waiting press corps, capp
a day of political turmoil and
rumours which rose to a
crescendo after days of specula-

" tion about Suharto's fate.

He has faced mounting calls
from opposition leaders and

students to hand over the reins
of power following days of riot-
ing and looting here which left
at least 500 dead, and pushed
tl;tle capital to the brink of anar-
chy.

FThc country is bracing for
further protests on Wednesday
when students have vowed to
mobilise on every campus, and
Muslim leader Amien s has
called for a major opposition

after the Ru- '

for Suharto's resignation

rally on the streets of Jakarta.

eﬁ'liranm called for the can-
cellation of planned student-led
protests, after past demonstra-
tions degenerated into violence
and which have prompted for-
eigners to flee fearing of a repe-
tition of the mob violence that
devastated entire city blocks lst
week.

Popular pressure for
Suharto to quit had escalated
today as Tourism, Arts and Cul-
ture Minister Abdul Latief quit
the cabinet and hundreds of
students converged on parlia-
ment to demand the withdrawal
of Suharto’'s mandate.

The Speaker, a longtime
Suharto backer, had said the
call was supported bi_rl his par-
liamentary vice-Chairman,
who include the representative
of the 75-member military fac-
tion in the 500 seat parliament.

He urged Suharto to resi
for the sake of national unity,
reading a statement calling for

See Page 12 Col 1
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Depression:
Shower in
Cox's Bazar

Different parts of Cox's
Bazar district and Myanmar
wereexperiencing moderate to
heavy shower last night due to
depression in the Bay of
Dr A M Choudhury, Chief Sci-
entist of Bangladesh Space Re-
search and Remote Sen Or-
ganisation (SPARRSO) at -
gaon told BSS.

“The core of the depression
in the Bay of Bengal was centred
at 504 kilometers from the
Chittagong Port and 557 kilo-
meters from Khulna city, ac-
cording to the observation of
Japanese GMS Satellite at 10:30
[;‘.lm Bangladesh standard time,
1€ said.

The depression is heralding
monsoon in Myanmar which
indicates that monsoon will
arrive in Bangladesh early this
year, he observed.

The highest wind speed at
the core of the massive cloud at
the depression centre is upto 48
kilometers per hour, according
to the GMS observation.

The massive cloud over the
Bay may help the derressiun
turn into a tropical cyclone as it
is spread over more than one
thousand kilometers, mostly
over the sea, satellite observa-
tion said.

Shazneen murder

Investigation to
take time: CID

By Staff Correspondent

The CID is continuing its in-
vestigation into Shazneen
murder as there are "a lot of
things” to examine, officials
said.

The CID is still probing the
possibility to involvement of
more than one person in the
brutal killing of Shazneen at
their Gulshan residence on the
night of April 23.

"It will take time," said a se-
nior CID official.

The investigating team was
questioning the servants and
other staff at the Gulshan resi-
dence of Shazneen's father, Lat-
ifur Rahman, chairman of
Transcom Ltd,

CID sources said the investi-
gators would also talk to all the
persons who were near the spot

i when i took piace.
cpmge- 1. S S SRR A Bhind dead in-

side her bed room with more
than 20 stabs wounds.
Shahid. « -ervant at Rah-
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CB won’t hold
fresh exams of
two paners

CHITTAGONG, May 18: Chit-
tagong Education Board tcgg%r
decided not to hold fresh
examinations of ali first
paper and English second pa-
per, 1998, earlier scheduled for
June ] and June 3, reports BSS.

According to a press release
signed by the Deputy Controller
of the Board, the examinations
of the two papers held earlier
will be treated as valid.

The decision to cancel re-ex-
amination was taken following
repeated requests from the

ardians, :'ﬂu are of the opin-
jon that the ma_luri of the stu-
dents are not involved in the
leakout of question papers. the
press release said.

Arrest warrant
against Bengal

Group chairman
By Court Correspondent

A warrant of arrest was Is-
sued against industrialist Abul
Khayer Litu yesterday after a
cheque for Tk 1.51 crore issued
by the Bengal Group chairman
was dishonoured by IFIC Bank
last month.

An officer of Al Baraka
Bank, Rashidul Islam, lodged a
case with Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's court under Sec-
tion 138 of the Negotiable In-
strument Act as Litu did not re-
spond to a | notice issued in
favour of Al Baraka Bank ask-
ing him to pay the amount to
the bank.

The Fourth Commercial
Court earlier ordered Litu to

Tk 1.51 crore to the Al

Bank. He issued a cheque for the
amount against the IFIC Bank
but it was dishonoured.

Tk 147 cr allocated

for payment of
arrear salaries to
non-govt teachers

The government has allo-
cated Tk 146.73 crore for the
payment of outstanding
salaries to teachers and em-

loyees of non-government ed-
Ecatlnnal institutions, reports

UNB.
With this allocation, new

national scale will be im-
plemente 3.39 lakh teach-
ers and :mﬁlnytcﬂ of non-gov-
ernment schools, colleges and
madrassahs and their out-
standing salaries from July
1997 to March 1998 will be paid
off.

All the necessary pa and
instructions regarding I:hac&aﬂm .
cation have already been sent to

‘See Page 12Col 2




