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Down to Earth

Tadbir is a versatile word in
Bangla. In its innocuous form,
it means effort for achievin
success. But in the context o
our socio-economic ramifica-
tions, it has acquired connota-
tions, such as lobbying with
built-in quid pro quo, palm-
Er:asing or euphemisms for

ribe or graft. It is o to ques-

tion whether
has become part of our national
culture. In fact thcr: is hardly
any sphere in life where the
phenomenon does not operate
in lofty strides. ¢

Accnrding to :social scien-
tists, it has roots in economic
factors arising from insuffi-
ciency of wherewithal of its op-
erators. *

In the Dhaka city, the gov-
ernment secretariat offers a
convenient field for witnessin
its operations for a variety o
objectives. Since anti-pathy
towards normal duties has also
develo into a sort of culture
with the office functionaries,
tadbir mongering gets an added
impetus.

The movement of a file,
however, important or urgent it
may be. suffers from inertia
from the stages through which
it has to pass. The concerned
funct_lun holds up the file in
the hope that a tadbir player
will suun app:ar to pursue the
file. When an understanding is
reached with the player, the file
resumes its movement to the
next ht%hcr stage where a simi-
lar deal may be repeated. The
play may continue till the file is

the ?

enomenon .

By A S M Nurunnabj

finally disposed of and the tad-
bir party gains its objective.
This is the general pattern of
operation of tadbir, with a few
exceptions, in every field of
work.

The tadbir-mongers form a
distinct class by themselves.
Since the secretariat, which is a
protected area, is the heart of
administration, and no ordi-
n rson can get easy access
tna{ﬁfgtﬁces thergt;': he n{bds the
help of a suitable person capa-
ble of doing him the favour, at a
price. of enquiring about the

gress of his file. Here a 'pro-
E:asiunal tadbir-monger comes
forward to help. In other words,
such mdbir-mnngers may be
called touts if a blunt expres-
sion is used. As such tuuts per-
form the role of middlemen,
they tend to create a distance
between the concerned people
and the officials, who are com-
petent to deliver the goods, and
thereby make improper gains.
It is alleged that people con-
cerned with activities in gov-
ernment offices and courts are
virtually regulated by these
touts.

Moreover, it is difficult to

detect the modus operandi of

certain classes of touts, Various
kinds of deals are conducted
through thei. I is said that
most of the visitors that throng
the visitors room in the Secre-
tariat are 'professional’ touls or
rsons seeking to make tad-
Ec on their own in some oflice
or another within the Secre-

Shaukat Osman buried
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Amir Hossain Amu and Abdul

Jalil. State Minister for For-
eign Affairs Abul Hasan Chow-
dhury and poet Syed Shamsul

Hugq were among others who |

attended the namaj-e-janaza.

Earlier, the body of the emi-
nent writer was brought to
Bangla Academy premises and
later taken to the Central Sha-
heed Minar vesterday mornin
to facilitate people from a
walks of life to pay their trib-
utes to him.

. Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina came to the Shaheed
Minar at 9 am and placed
wreath on the coffin. She also
stood in solemn silence for one
minute to pay respect to the late
litterateur.

Sheikh Hasina, accompa-
nied by ministers and Awami
League leaders, also placed
wreaths on behalf of her party.

Leader of the Opposition in
the Jatiya Sangsad and BNP
- chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia
also condoled the death of emni-
nent litterateur.

In a condolence message yes-
terday, Begum Zia prayed for
the peace of the departed soul
and expressed her sympathy
with the members of the be-
reaved family.

Leaders of different political
parties, intellectuals, aca-
demics and journalists also
went to Shaheed Minar to pay
their respect to the late littera-
teur who fought against com-
munalism throughout his life.

Under the leadership of
Dhaka University Vice-Chan-
cellor Prof A K Azad Chowd-
hury, the pro-VC, the proctor,
officers, teachers, assistant
proctors, house tutors, provosts
and syndicate members went to
the Central Shaheed Minar and
placed wreaths on the coffin of
the late litterateur.

Former Chiefl Justice Kemal
Uddin Hossain. Barrister Syed
Ishtiague Ahmed, architect Ma-
harul Islam, former Finance

inister A M A Muhit, writer
Humayun Azad, Syed Hasan
Imam, editor of daily Sangbad

Ahmedul Kabir, et Nirmal-
endru Goon and Prof Abdul
Mannan Cho. wiury visited the
Shaheed Mir.ur and paid their

homage.

Leaders of Dhaka University

Teachers' Association. San-
milita Sanr kritik Jote, Mukti-
odda Sangsad., Bangabandhu
arishad, Jatiya Kabita
Parishad, Mahila Parishad,
Mahila Awami League, Com-
munist Party of Bangladesh,
Sunuli Bank Employees Union
and Ekatturer Ghatak Dalal
Nirmul Committee also placed
wreaths.

Qulkhwani of Shaukat Os-
man will be held at Dhaka Uni-
versity Teachers-Students Cen-
tre (TSC) after Asr prayers to-
MOrrow.

On the same day, a condo-
lence meeting will be held at the
TSC auditorium at 4 pm under
the aegis of Muktijoddher
Chetana Bastabayan and Ekat-
turer Ghatak Dalal Nirmul
Jatiya Samannoi Commitlee,
says a press release.

A condolence meeting at na-
tional-level will be held at 4 pm
on May 19 at the Central Sha-
heed Minar.

For the holding of the May
19 condolence meeting, a 201-
member national committee
has been formed with poet
Shamsur Rahman as its con-
venor. Seven coordinators of

the committee are — Syed
Hasan Imam, Prof Abdul Man-
nan Chowdhury, Monaem
Sarkar, Dr Hossain Mansur, Dr
Harunur Rashid, Asaduzzaman
Noor and Gulam Kuddus.

Finance Minister Shah A M
S Kibria condoled the death of
Shaukat Osman saying that he
was an ever vigilant sentry of
the nation and the spirit of in-
dependence. He was considered
as a symbol of national con-
science. His death is an ir-
reparable loss to the nation,
Kibria said.

Former president and Jatiya
Party Chairman Hussain Mo-
hammad Ershad in a message
of condolence expressed his
deep shock at the death of
Shaukat Osman.

Bangladesh Workers Party,
Masterda Surya Sen Parishad,
Bangabandhu Sangskritik
Goshthi, Bangladesh Humanist
Society and the ﬁﬁsnciat_iun of
Development encies in
Bangladesh {ADAB in separate
messages condoled the death of
the eminent litterateur.

BSS adds from Calcutta: In-
ternationally-reputed Indian
film-maker Mrinal Sen ex-
pressed his grief and shock at
the death of Shaukat Osman.

"Shaukat Osman breathed
his last at a mature age, but it is
a very painful feeling that we
will no more see his unique
style of movement, speaking
and writing,” Sen said in a con-
dolence message,

Describing his personal feel-
ing on hearing the news of the
demise of Shaukat Osman this
morning, he said, he brought
down some books by Shaukat
Osman from the racks to feel
the touch of the litterateur.

"Then | uttered the memo-
rable quote of Walt Whitman —
il you touch this book, you
touch man,” Sen said paying his
rich tribute to the memory o
Osman.

Orion Infusion
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the company's upcoming lucra-
tive offers, which were rapidly
pushing its prices up from about
Tk 150 to as high as Tk 750.

The whole affair of Orion In-
fusion raises the question
whether the company was in-
volved in market manipula-
tion. And yet, SEC had never
investigated the affairs of this
company.

Its balancesheet had been
doctored and lucrative dividend
offers were made which could
jack up its share price if the
markel was in a normal mood.

When share price of a company
is substantially higher than its
rights offer, it is fully sub-
scribed.

With the rights share money,
Orion then would have its loans
rescheduled and get working
capital. It could then release its
dividend mnne%r already used as
working capital in the company
and pay it to investors.

However, Obaidul
denied any manipulation by the
company, As proof he said the
company declared its dividend

Karim

on January 4, 1997, when the
market started falling. He also
sald during the stock market

bubble, there were rumours
about different companies and
he had no hand in it if any in-
formation about his company
prevailed in the market.

“If 1 had an ill-motive, I
would not have declared divi-
dend in the first place,” he said.
“This declaration of dividend
has put me in the present situa-
tion.”

The Growing 'Tadbir' Culture

i

tariat.

It is also said that there is a
steady demand for the services
of such tadbir-mongers, because
most of the urdlnarg m:n ple are
not acquainted wi mech-
anism uf work in the Secre-
tariat. For such people, the help
of a 'professional’ is necessary

tEE latter sometimes takes
resort to trickery and deceit to
establish crcdjhilltf.

The fields of activities of the
city touts cover a wide range —

banks, customs d ent, in-
come tax offices, T&T office.

and passport office. They are

also active in other areas where
there are prospects of illegal
gains, such as matters like pur-
chase of land lease of houses.
and getting connections for
cllct:tricity gas, and water sup-
£ }rThc horizon of the city touts
has been steadily expanding.
Some of them are said to be op-
erating from well-furnished of-
fices. They, as a class, are more
dashing and enterprising with
claims of political influence
behind them. They manage io
get easy access to the hlﬁh-ups
ln the administration's

and conduct themselves in -

a amboyant style.

The role of the tadbir-mon-
gers has become so dominant
that none can get an}rthmgrtll]nnc
without their agency eir
omnipresence is an ominous
fact of city life and they seem to
have come to stay with their
tentacles spreading to all
spheres of activities.

Castrol executives

arrive today
By Staff Correspondent

Two senior executives of
Castrol. the world's leading lu-
bricant company, are arriving
in Dhaka to sign an a%reemem
with a local company for lubri-
cant marketing.

The executives are anry
Willmington, Regional Con-
troller, Castrol Asia-Pacific,
and J T Lee, Managing Director.
Singapore Pte Lid.

Sharif
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India’'s nuclear tests, the State
Department said. '

-Talbott held talks with
I'rime Minister Nawaz Sharif
and other senior leaders in Is-
lainabad earlier to try to dis-
suade Pakistan from launching
an arms race.

"‘We did not receive assur-
ances one way or the other with
regard to their testing plans '
state department spokesman
James Rubin said.

But Rubin added that the US
envoy had made ‘'very, very
clear' to the Pakistani leader-
ship 'the seriously negative
consequences that would ensue
from testing.”

"These are difficult times,”
Tablott told reporters in Islam-
abad after 90 minutes of talks
with Foreign Minister Gohar
Ayub Khan, who has been out-
spoken in his criticism of what
he had called US complicity in
India's surprise nuclear tests
earlier this week.

A spokesman for Khan de-
scnbethhf: talks ‘as a 'listening
session'.

US President Bill Clinton
sent Talbott, State Department
Assistant Secreta or South
Asia Karl Inderfurth and other
senior officials to try to per-
suade Pakistan not to carry out
veiled threats to explode its
first nuclear device.

Gazipur JP
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committee. They damaged
chairs at the council premises.

The JP secretary general left
the podium without resolving
Lthe crisis.

Abdus Sattar was elected the
president of the district com-
mittee.

Among others who were pre-
sent at council include JP pre-
sidium member Hassanuddin
Sarkar, Azam Khan and Matiur
Rahman.

Dipu murder
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Ahmed. Police latter arrested
him and lodged a case.

JCD leader Dipu was killed
on November 26, 1994 by a gang
near the PATC gate adjacent to
the campus as a sequel to a
clash between two factions of
JCD,

Saiful was one of the accused
in the killing and was ousted
[rom the campus along with his
accomplices [ollowing the mur-
der.

Hacked to death
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He was rushed to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital

(DMCH) where doctors declared
him dead.

Mizan's hnd!y was handed
over to his family yesterday af-
ter its aulngy at the DMC

Selina Begum, mother of the
victim, filed a murder case with
Shabujbagh thana yesterday.
None was arrested in this con-
nection till last night.

AP File Phntu Presldent Ronald Reagan cuts-m on a
dance between Frank Sinatra and Nancy Reagan in this
photo dated February 6, 1981.

Singing legend Frank
Sinatra dies at 82

LOS ANGELES, May 15:
Frank Sinatra. 82, the dashing
teen idol who matured into the
premier romantic balladeer of
American popular music and
the "Chairman of the Board” o
his millions of fans, died
Thursday night of a heart at-
tack, reports AP.

Sinatra, who had not been
seen in public since a heart at-
tack in January 1997, was pro-
nounced dead at 10:50 PM in the

emergency room of Cedars-
Sinai Medical Center, said his
publicist, Susan Reynolds.

Sinatra's family, including his
wife, was with him when he

dteﬂ
private funeral was
Eanncd Rc}rnulds said. "Ol'
lue Eyes” was a master crafts-
man and ranked as one of the

most influential signers in this
country's history. In more than
200 albums, his music led the

evolution from Big Band to vo-
cal Ainerican music.

Frank Sinatra was rememnm-
bered at the Cannes Film Festi-

Siddhirganj-Maniknagar
power line restored

Officials and employees of
Power Development Board
(PDB) yesterday restored the
132~kv Siddhirganj-Manikna-

r power line, a PDB press re-
ease said in the city last night.
reports BSS.

The number one line of the
132-kv Siddhirganj-Manikna-

ar power line was snapped

rom the connector on Thurs-
day.

The PDB took up the matter

immediately and supplied all
necessary materials and equip-
ment to repair the line.

val today as the last of a breed
of multl talented performers
from the golden age of cinema.

"There will never be another
him." said director Martin
Scorsese, president of this
year's jury.

“You know, he's the idol. He

was the original.”
_ was a great Italian-
American, a great American”
who will be remembered for
both his performing anl:l acting,
Scorsese said.

He noted Sinatra’'s acting in
films like "Some Came Run-
ning.” "Man With the Golden
Arm, and "From Here to Eter-
nity."

“I'm very, very upset.®
said.

Gilles Jacob. head of the fes-
tival, said Sinatra was "first a
crooner, a charming crooner,
an idol of all the young girls of
the whole world during one pe-
riod of his life. And then he be-
came a solid actor ... he had
character and force.

“Frank Sinatra was part of
that golden age,” Jacob said. "It
was people who knew how to do
everything: move, sing, speak,
dance. sing. tap dance.

Shazneen
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Chairman ol Transcom Ltd,
Shazneen Tasnim Rahman, 15,
was found dead in her bed room
with more than 20 stab marks
in her body.

CID sources said the investi-
gators were examining the
statements of confessed killer
Shahid. He often gave confusing
information while on CID re-
mand for 12 days since he sur-
rendered to Chittagong Metro-
politan Police on April 27.

he
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Indian government today
viewed as “completely unac-
ceptable’ the statement adopted
by the United Nations Security
Council.

“We are surprised by this, be-
cause the Council has never
thought it necessary even lo

take cognizance ol the many
hundreds of nuclear tests car-
ried out over the last 50 years,
including in 1995 and 1996." a
Foreign Office spokesman told
reporters at a briefing here.

A Colombo report says. 5ri
Lanka supports neiﬁzhh{mrlng
India becoming a nuclear power
and opposes international
sanctions against New Delhi.

Foreign Minister Laksham
Kadirgamar said today, India's
new membership of the elite
nuclear club does not trouble
Sri Lanka., although the
Colombo government would
like to see total nuclear disar-
mament throughout the world.

“We are not opposed to or
against India becoming a nu-
clear power,"” the minister said,
adding that it was not possible
to have a completely nuclear-
free world in the near future.”

Meanwhile, in Birmingham,
UK. US President Bill Clinton
urged his GB partners lo take a

Delhi won't hesitate

strong stand against India's nu-
clear tests, but Britain said they
will not announce any imposi-
tion of sanctions.

Clinton argued repeatedly
today in pre-sumimit E)ilateral
meetings that the group of eight
must issue a statement
strong and unambiguous as
possible’ on India's resumption
of nuclear tests this week to
help persuade Pakistan against
following suit.

But a spokesman for British
Prime Minister Tony Blair said
that the summit would not be
announcing a joint imposition
of sanctions against India

The G8 would express 'anger
and dismay' at what India has
done, spokesman -Alastair
Campbell said.

He said it would be a re-
sponse that 'does not raise the
temperature,” although he
shared Clinton's concern to
persuade Pakistan 'to make a
more cautious response than
they might.’ .

The United States and Japan
have announced sanctions, but
their G-8 partners have been re-
luctant to follow suit.

Canadian officials said that
trade sanctions would not be
useful since Indian trade ac-
counted for only a small pro-
portion of gross domestic prod-
uct.

Hasina goes to
Rangamati today

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will visit the hill dis-
trict of Rangamati today to in-
augurate a Betar Statlun re-
ports UNB.

She will also open a 'I"-" relay
station, address a public meet-
ing and visit a Buddhist
monastery, Rajban Bihar, dur-
ing her day-long stay in the hill
district.

This will be the first visit of
the Prime Minister to Ranga-

mati after signing the e ac-
ill Tracts

cord on Chittagong
on Decembe:rmfas t year.
Earlier, Hasina visited Kha-

'grachhari to inaugurate the

arms surrender ceremony on

February 10.

Inter University
officers threaten
15-day strike

from June 21

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Inter Universi
Officers’ Federation (BIUO
has said it will observe a 15-day
strike from June 21 if its four-
m demand is not met imme-

says a press release.

'Ih}; BIUOF, at a
the Dhaka Uruveruity
trative building yesterday.
urged the authorities to
their demands immediately.

BIUOF observed a week-long
strike last month to realise its

demands.
The demands include, rais-
of retirement age from 60 to
65, officers' representation in
different bodies including the
Senate and the Syndicate and

at
adminis-

%Wn end to 20 per cent cut from

the officers' pension money.

Engineer killed
in Narsingdi

NARSINGDI, May 15: A
young engineer was killed by
miscreants at Ghagotia villagf
of Shibpur thana on Thursday
night, rts UNB.

The dead was identified as
Monir Hossain, 28, son of Haji
Sabir Uddin. He came bac
from Australia two months ago.

Monir went to his. village
home from Dhaka on Wednes-
day but he had been missing
since 8 pm on Thursday.

Monir's father first found
his son's body hanging from a
tree this morning when he was
returning from a mosque after
Fazr prayers.

Police said the miscreants
cut the tendons of hands and
g.-gs of Munir before killing

im.

Fish traders observe
one-hr strike

Fish traders observed an
one-hour token strike in the
city yesterday, reports UNB.

The traders enforced the
strike from 10 am in all the city
markets to press their seven-
point demand.

The demands include pun-
ishment to the killers of fish
trader Anwarul Huq Anu, set-
ting up of police camp in all the
markets. removal n? all ille al

fish markets and setting up o
"fish bank."

Donors’ confce
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Sonvhati Samiy (PCUSS), re-
cent iy for his opnimon about the

development ol the area.

Tl le‘{?inl group held a meet-
ing on Wednesday to discuss the
development need and eco-
nomic potential of the region.

Bangladesh Office of the UN
Development FProgramme
(UNDP) is coordinating the to-
tal activities of the joint group.

The government sought
donors' participation in the
velopment activities of the CHT
immediately after the signing
of the CHT peace agreement.

Hailing the peace accord. the
donors, led by the UNDP, as-
sured the government of their
massive participation in devel-
opment activities of the region.

The government, in the
meantime, has taken up a mas-
sive Tk 2149 crore development
plan for the hill tracts.

A

3 missions to be closed down
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gium Development Coopera-
tion," he said.

Belgium is one of the first
European countries to open a
resident mission in Dhaka In
1973. Brussels is the headquar-
ters of the European Union and
the NATO. Bangladesh's export
to Belgium was worth 140 mil-
lion dollars last year.

The Belgium mission in
Dhaka is operating at the CDA

level since its opening, but in

1996, a full fledged resident
ambassador was apﬁointcd

Dhaka has a h-profile
resident mission in russels
headed by an ambassador,
which also represents the
country to the European Union.

The Embassy of Brazil in
Dhaka will also cease to operate
effectively by the end of this
month.

Earlier, Mario Ceasar De
Moraes Pitao, Minister and
Charge d'Affaires of Brazil con-

veyed his government's decision
to shut down its mission citin
auslerity measures an

budgetary constraints. Pitao, a
career diplomat and a familiar
face in Dhaka's diplomatic cir-
cles has already vacated the
Chancery and his official resi-
dence, and is now operating
from a private guest house at
Gulshan.

Brazil which was one of the
first Latin American countries
to recognise Bangladesh,
opened a resident mission in
1974,

Dhaka opened a resident
mission in Brasilia in the early
seventies and continues to have
ambassadorial level represen-
tation in Brazil.

Charge d'Affaires of Hungary
Gyula Pastzor said that their
overnment sent a letter to the

angladesh mission in Warsaw
on April 7, informing its deci-
sion to wind up the resident
mission in B adesh. "We are

practically not nperating as an
embassy since March 31.," he
noted.

Hungary which was one of
the first east European coun-
tries Lo recognise Bangladesh
and set up a resident mission in
Dhaka, is an important trading
partner. Dhaka exports consid-
erable quantity of jute and jute

oods and tea while Budapest
mports large quantities of
pharmaceuticals, medicinal
equipment, railway locomo-
tives and spare parts from
Dhaka.

It is learnt that Dhaka could
not show "mutual reciprocity”
by failing to open a mission or
even a trade office in the Hun-
garian capital which may have
prompted Budapest to wind up
its mission.

All diplomatic activities of
the Hungarian government in
Bangladesh will now be con-
ducted through their embassy
in New Delhi.

9 killed, 35 hurt in
road accidents

By Staff Correspondent

At least nine people were
killed and 35 others injured in
road accidents in arisal,

anj and Mymensingh
ycstmé

Of them, five were killed in
Barisal, four in Manikganj and
one in Mymensingh.

Our Staff Correspondent
from Barisal reports: Five peo-
ple of a family were killed and
another was injured in a colli-
sion between a bus and a tempo
at Batazore in Gournadi of the
district yesterday.

Police and witnesses said,
the accident took place when a
Barisal-bound passenger bus
collided with a tempo coming
from opposite direction at

Bat?izur: at about 1: 1|:lﬂ_ﬁ . leav-
ing five passengers tempo
dead on the t

The dcat?lﬁerc identified as
Azizul Haq, 12, Rezaul, 32,
Shaokat, 13, Alam Sarder, 40,
and Abdul Halim, 28.

The seriously injured Gia-
suddin, 25, of Babuganj was
admitted to Gournadi thana
health complex.

Drivers of both the vehicles

to flee the scene.
adds: At least three
sons were killed and 30 others
injured in two road accidents
on Dhaka-Aricha highway in
Manikganj yesterday.

Two ns were killed and
30 others injured when a
Dhaka-bound bus collided with
a minibus coming from oppo-

site direction at Pukhuria in
Ghior thana.

The dead could not be identi-
fied immediatel

Police said e in
admitted to Dhaka ndic:al Col-
lege Hospital (DMCH) and
ManikganE Sadar Hospital.

In another accident, an 80-
year-old woman was crushed
under the wheels of an Khulnz-
bound bus at Mohadevpur in
Shibalaya thana yesterday.

Police seized the bus and ar-
rested its driver.

A man was killed and four
others were injured in a road

accident in Signboard area un-
der Valuka thana on Dhaka-
M}rmensingh

highw:i{,NBarly

yeaterdeg'

eceas:d was identified
as Abdul Mannan, 40, son of
Hasan Ali of Alhari village in
Trishal thana.

According
sources, five

- to hnu tal
ple fell down
from a Sh r-bound truck in
which they were travelling
along with other 45 people, af--
ter being hit b a timber-laden
truck coming te di-
rection at arnund :30 am,
leaﬂn them critically injured.
m, Mannan succumbed
to his injuries at the Mymen-
singh Medical College Hospital
at 4 am. Conditions of Shamsul
Alam, 40, Nagar Ali, 35, and
Farsha, 55, were stated to bl:
critical.
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date bestowed on him by the

country’'s parliament.
"If he won't step down ce-
fully, then we' must force him to

leave.” said a leader within Kos-

oro.
e It was the first sign of open
rebellion within the president’'s
once-mighty political machine

that has ruled Indonesia for

decades.

The Japanese government

said it was considering dis-
atc evacuation aircraft to
ndonésia.

Canada. Britain, Australia
and New Zealand along with
other countries have advised
their citizens to leave.

Several multinational com-
panies said today they had be-
gun evacuating their employees
and families from Jakarta.

Even the Jakarta staff of the
International Monetary Fund,
which has imposed bitter
medicine on Indonesia to turn
around the ajlinfg economy, left
the country before dawn on a
chartered airplane, Dow Jones
Newswires reported.

Tanks and armoured per-
sonnel carriers stood ard
outside the city's biggest luxury
hotels, as a protection from
mobs marauding across this
gritty metropolis of 11 million
people.

Hundreds of looters have

. been arrested, police said.

Suharto returned to riot-
torn Jakarta today, after break-
ing off an official visit to Egypt.

"If the people have no confi-

o ‘;3‘:?‘.}1‘?.5’ g daes g b

TIndonesia: 250 killed

dence in me, it is not a problem -
for me to step down," Informa-.
tion Minister Alwi Dahlan
quoted Suharto as ;F
However, Alwi denied earlier
reports the president had said

~ that he was ready to resign, say-

ing the process. "must
ducted constitutionally.”
Suharto was meeting Vice
President Bacharuddin Jusuf
Habibie along with military
commander Gen Wiranto, who
is also defence minister.
D'.remight over 250 looters

con-

th nther rioters, according to
cials and news media ac-
counts.

Trouble flared in the
east Jakarta suburb of Matra-
man, where hundreds of people,
including whole families,
looted yet another mall.

Opposition leaders were be-
coming increasingly vocal in
their demands for Suharto to
quit. Amien Rais, a powerful
Muslim leader, formed a new
alliance with other opposition
members and prominent uni-
v:rsi figures. The new assem-

was immediately duhh-nd a
%aduw parliament.”

Occidental

From Page 1

Occidental's first drilling
operation in Magurchhara
ended in a blow-out in June last
year and its second drilling in
Jalalabad was temporarily sus-

- pended last month due to an-

other "accidental” gas leakage.
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