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From Here to Where ?
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index, faces like these are increasing in number
quite steadily, an obvious effect of the unabated
process of brutalisation of society.

Stopping rape may be a multidisciplinary chal-
lenge but are we showing any sense of urgency or
consciousness about the preventive aspect of the
matter on the individual or familial level? Appar-
ently not. With rape having broken out as a uni-
versal and recurring social aberration, members
or the management of the house where the girl
worked should have had enough wisdom not to
send the girl on an errand at night however short
the distance might have been.

It is a common practice with urban households
to send maids for small shopping chores. More of-
ten than not this is not helpless situation where
the family members — more precisely the male
members — themselves cannot look after house-
hold necessities like doing the grocery for want of
time. It is a legacy of dependence culture where the
employer driven as he or she is by the psychology
of wringing out the most for what little is doled
out to the employee every month quite thought-
lessly indulges in the domestic aid’s inclination to
utilise every opportunity of gnin%l out. It is a per-
fectly natural inclination with the domestic aids
because the atmosphere they work in is almost al-
ways cheerless, oppressive and tyrannical.
Accident: will always happen no matter how
careful we are. But if only the employers start
recognising that the domestic aids are as much
human beings as they or their children then such
mishaps could be avoided to a large extent.

Netanyahu Factor

Much is being apparently made about Ne-
tanyahu's latest so-called climbdown from his
sticking point of 9 per cent pull-out from the Is-
raeli-occupied Palestine. All he has agreed to do af-
ter a constant diplomatic hammering of the US on
her 13 per cent formula is to effect a 'further with-
drawal' beyond the 9 per cent ceiling he had origi-
nally set. His refusal to quantify what he proffers
as 'further withdrawal' bespeaks his dodger men-
tality born of expedient political behalf that it is a
land-for-terrorism deal which is being foisted
upon him. However much he tries to undermine the
land-for-peace appeal of Yasser Arafat by over-
stretching his security concerns, the facts are
ranged against him.

In the first place, none of this percentafe tDESiH%
about the pull-out of troops was envisaged in any 0
the paragraphs of the Oslo Treaty signed between
the two sides in 1993. By now the troops with-
drawal should have been completed with a forward
foothold reached on the status talks on Jerusalem
and Palestinian homeland. Joint policing or
mixed control ought to have been a matter of the
past, to say nothing of the new Israeli settlements.

How much of an assurance on security Ne-
tanyahu wants from Arafat when the latter goes
out his way to keep peace in areas administered by
him. Several Palestinians are in detention camp
under the PLO administration.

ace process and 'perhaps’ an emerging 'strategic
| iability' for the US. |

Netanyahu is an impediment to the Middle East

India rammed down the five-test nuclear series
of that French
obduracy two years ago. The BJP-led government
may have given an euphoric stunner to the Indian
electorate. It may have let the scientists have
uter and perfect the
system in quietude. India has indeed reached a
her own words, she is 'prepared to

But at what cost has India achieved all of these
self-satisfying things? Was India any worse off
o in terms of parity with what her
PM Atal Behari Vajpayee in his letter to US presi-

dp as 'overt' nuclear weapon state

China or a 'covert' nuclear state Pakistan? Hardly.
has been a proven
successfully tested
point of fact, the Indian tests
followed the completion of Chinese nuclear tests in
at point in time announced she
more underground tests.
India restrained herself from conducting tests all
potential
nuclear power standing. Why couldn't see continue
olicy? We find in this
'parity’ game a dangerously unending escalation
into competitive manufacture of weapons of mass
destruction. Supposing China today reconsiders
F"JB.H on tests and sets about reach-

lateau in weaponry build-up. Then
to match

Pakistan seems set to carry out retaliatory tests
in the near future. If Islamabad seeks nuclear par-
ity with Delhi and Delhi with Beijing then what we
have is a dreadfully overt nuclear arms race — in
the region and perhaps beyond. So, we don't see
how India's long-term security concerns have been

present Indian leadership may have given
rise to jingoism. We are deeply concerned at the
deterioration in Indo-Pak relations which
are central to regional environment. Outlook-wise
it seems hardly short of post-war belligerence be-
tween adversarial countries.
" This is bound to cast a long, dark shadow over
the SAARC process which had been so painstak-
stable, cooperative
order of things. The SAARC has received a body
blow. Perhaps Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, the
ersuade India

Are we, as a nation, going to be devoured by the
fire of lust ? If the morning press is anything to go
by then this is one question that is becoming in-
creasingly bigger and difficult for the sentient citi-

The Daily Star front page yesterday carried the

ing a nine-year old employed as a maid in 4 house
in old Dhaka. What is remarkable about the pic-
ture is the total absence, of innocence and gmotion, |,
‘the three faces. Cruelty, ferocity and reckless-
ness are writ so large on their countenance that no
message of humanity seemed capable of seeping
into their mind. Crime was perhaps an automatic
choice with them. What sends a cold sweat down
the spine is that along with a shooting criminal

e

emocracy

ORLD Press Freedom
Day was observed
recently all over the

democratic polity. Free press is
the inseparable twin of
democracy. If the people and
their leaders believe in democ-
racy there cannot be any quar-
rel with Mahatma Gandhi's be-
lief that "the national cause
will never suffer by honest crit-
icism of national institutions
and national policies."

He explained the rationale
still further: "One of the objects
of a newspaper is to understand
the popular feelings and to give
expression to it; another is to
arouse among the people cer-
tain desirable sentiments; and
the third is to fearlessly expose
popular defects." Simply put,
the freedom to express some-
one's opinion freely is an es-
sential constituent of a liberal
democratic order. The life ele-
ment of that order is permanent
intellectual struggle, i.e. the
contest of opinions.

Freedom for the American
Press is guaranteed by the First
Amendment to the constitu-
tion. In Britain, this freedom is
scrupulously -upheld by the
courts of law. German constitu-
tion states, "Everyone has the
right to express and dissemi-
nate his opinion in words, writ-
ing and images and to inform
himself unhampered by means
of generally accessible sources.
Freedom of the Press, and free-
dom of reporting by broadcast-
ing and films are guaranteed.
Censorship shall not take
place.”

In Bangladesh today, as
democracy takes roots, the
print media is free to report as
is. The only limits are the regu-
lations of general law and more
importantly, the moral and so-
cial responsibility to the peuflt.
Also, free press must be a lair
press. Our newspapers with all
their subjective biases are quite
fair in representing the other
points of view. Clearly, there is
no single reality. There are
different versions of reality.
"Some of them may contradict
each other, but only honest de-

iction can promote clarity and
Eelp to achieve a balance.”" And
that precisely is the media's re-
sponsibility. Because, only thus
tﬁg media can grow away from
the tendency towards sensa-

A lie is a lie whether it is here or else where.

and Free Press: Inseparabl

But tradition or historical cultural context is often used as an

excuse by authoritarian rulers, oligarchies and corrupt vested interests. Democracy, genuine elections

and a free press enable the people to change a government.

tionalism and _avoid the
tempting shine of filthy lucre,

Let us pause here and look at
the electronic media — radio
and T.V. State control contin-
ues to ist. Our newspapers
and publications combined to-
gether can boast a circulation of
around one million or less in a
population of 122 million. Ra-
dio, on the other hand, reaches
the majority population in the
cuuntgmidc and T.V. is gaining
%‘oun CV’CI?’CIB.}F. albeit slowly.

ey are a far more potent in-
fluence in a country of high il-
literacy.

Further, in our shrinking
world, the argument for con-
structive control of electronic
media in the name of national
duty is indeed counter produc-
tive Sunanda K. Dutta-Roy,
once editor of " The Statesman”
writes: " Our media runs the
risk of losing credibility. It is
not unknown for viewers in a
Third World country to watch
the bland anodyne of the na-
tional television newscaster
claiming that all is best in this
best of all possible worlds, and
then switching over to CNN to
see live telecasts of violence
within a few miles of where
they are sitting.” In other
words, modern technology
makes concealment difficult.

Another question that is of-
;‘:ﬂl'lll ﬁll'; ry II::': the proprietor’ .

0 it s,
the editor's or the journalist's?"
If we do not live in Utopia, we
know that eve ere in this
imperfect world he who pa
the piper calls the tune. e
western media, as Sunanda
notes, is a product of the free
market. "Today's press magnate
is more inclined to see news as
fillers between revenue earning
advertisements. This trans-
formation was dramatically
underlined in 1969, when the
Sun, whose earlier incarnation,
the Daily Herald prided itself
on its social conscience, became
part of Mr. Rupert Murdock's
empire. As one chronicler puts
it: "Politics went, naked ladies
arrived and circulation soared.”

What about Bangladesh? So

far our newspaper - OWnNers
have looked after only the
business part and that some-
times in dignified anonymity.
Hopefully, they do not interfere

in the day-to-day editorial :23-
erations. However, there is al-

ways an outer limit to which
incﬁ\ddual reporter editor can
go before proprietorial interests
manifest themselves,

Thus, when we say that the
press must be free to choose and
cover the issues of interest to
the people untrammelled by
any vested interest, the cynical
reply is that there is no free
press. It is always controlled by
the owners, a political party etc.
Observations of Dr. Syed Hus-
sain Alatas, formers
Chancellor of the University of
Malaya, are pertinent in that

context. Yes, he says, there are
ideological, public, group and
political interests and these in-
terests have a right to res-
sion. Similarly, he adds, | also
must have the right to have'a
press of my own, to complete
and defend myself against the
influences o other . That is
the fundamental existential
condition of the press — the
right of the Press to be born.
"For instance, if I do not
have the right to have newspa-
per when some others can own
newspapers then there is no

freedom of the press... Con-
trolled breeding disallows the
freedom of breeding. So the is-

sue of the right to give birth to
the press is a very fundamental
right in the issues of press free-
dom.”

Besides it is undisputed that
plurality, that is, a variety of
differing opinions, has to be
represent ll?glr various press-
organs in order to have the
function of intellectual dis-
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course fulfilled. This will not be
possible if structures in the
media market are monopolis-
tic.

Further, and I go back to my
friend Sunanda, an institution
whose owners are Erepared to ,
assert their owners i}: rights in
order to gain control over the
flow of information, loses its
credibility with the public and
its effectiveness with politi-
cians. It is seen as just another
commercial activity in the
hands of operators whose only
interests are power and profit.
The public perception is that
the print media is altogether a
far more respectable institution
when journalists have a greater
say in its running. It is trusted
more then, because readers
think journalists have fewer

axes to grind. Is that so? Some-
one may ask. Look at the lure of
what is called investigative sto-
ries. The staple of many inves-
tigative stories is the plant or
the leak, which means they are
engineered by someone with an
axe to grind. "After all, newspa-
pers everywhere must sell to
survive. Not withstanding the
implicit faith of the readers in
journalists having fewer axes to
grind, there is always the dan-

er of manipulating the press.

e most insidious, as pointed
out by Tom Wicker of the New
York s is the danger of be-
ing seduced by having Henry
Kissinger call you by yours first
name."

Another argument. How
about freedom being abused?
Yes, some of the media are very
good, some not-so-good and
there are some which stink. The
facts may be true or half-true,
but there is no aesthetics, no re-
finement. But can we stop the
unhampered development of

press, because there are some
rotten eggs? This is a negative
conditioning. Rather, we must
say that we must avoid such pit-
falls and do otherwise. If we
have an abusive headmaster, we
cannot say that the principle of
universal education is wrong.
The abuse of press freedom
must be given attention in a dif-
ferent context without affecting
the principles of press freedom.
We cannot, and | repeat, must
not throw out the haEy with the
bathwater.

There is a related point.
Clearly, the issues that interest
different societies are different.
As the interest is different, the
focus is also different. Of course
we cannot question these dif-
ferences as also regional, ethnic
and cultural considerations.
What is of paramount impor-
tance, however, is the truth
value. Here there are no cultural
differences nor any east/west,
north/south divide. A lie is a lie
whether it is here or else where.
But tradition or historical cul-
tural context is often used as an
excuse by authoritarian rulers,
oligarchies and corrupt vested
interests. Democracy, genuine
elections and a free press enable
the people to change a govern-
ment. .

So, to remain in usurped

wer, they say they are against
Frgitating the West, or this is
not our tradition. Knowing that
they cannot say they are
against democracy or a free
press, they use all sorts of ex-
cuses to camouflage the real
reason. The issues of press free-
dom and democracy must be
considered independently and
intrinsically on their own mer-
its. "This is an issue where you
must not have linkages in
terms of discourse, sayin% it is
western or eastern. Those
things are irrelevant.”

Press freedom is thus based
on its universal principles. A
crime is a crime, whether it is
in Chicago or in Bangladesh.
How it is reported in media ma
be different but the responsibil-
ity of the crime is perceived the
same everywhere and sets off

e Twins

the same law and order process.
Although such comparison is
odious, the above is true of
press freedom. a freedom
sobered by social responsibil-
ity, If any political or corporate
leader, and for that matter, any
newspaper person claims to be-
lieve in democracy, he must be-
lieve in press freedom. It is oth-
erwise for the proponents of
guided or controlled democracy
who take shelter behind tradi-
tions and history. And guided
press is an inevitable hand-
maiden of guided democracy.

Many of our Third World
leaders, and I am plagiarising
from an eminent editor, se-
cretly share the worries of the
great Napleon who confessed:
"If 1 loosen the reins on the

ress, | would not stay in

or three months.” Sardar Val-
labbhai Patel put it differently
immediately after the indepen-
dence of India: " We are inter-
ested in papers that support us
wholeheartedly. To say you will
support when we are right is
meaningless. For why should
any one o us then?" In cir-
cumstances like that, when a
jouranlist's professional obli-
ﬁatiuns appear to clash with the

emands of state, an eu-
phemism for the government in
power, the media has only its
conscience to fall back on.

It will be presumptuous to of-
fer any general rule and the
least of all a moral judgment.
The parameters of each society
will determine what to defend
and what not to. But two warn-
ings may be borne in mind.
First, "while all censorship are
repugnant, nothing is worse or
more deadly than self-censor-
ship.” Second, the journalist's
only loyalty is to principles not
politicians. She/he may ar-
guably tone down certain facts
in the interest of reli-
gious/sectarian harmony or
national cohesion. But one be-
trays the sanctity of the free
press if one does so to protect a
politician or a godfather.

“The journalist's is a diffi-
cult task in all countries. It is
especially so in the Third World
because he has to tread warily
between processional integrity
and government expectations
which are so often camouflaged
as national duty.”

Streets of Dhaka

Sir, If you happen to be a
dweller of our ever throbbing
and pulsating mega-city,
Dhaka., you must have been
witness of many interesting in-
cidents and scenarios on its
streets. The hubbub of this city
is enough to frighten a new-
comer, out of his wits!

t ' The jam was caused by the -

i

checking of eve hicle — car,
N . ri?hhm et‘cjetuiﬂ the #

cantonment. Wonder why the
army should be afraid of the

civilians, when actually it
_l'.l vice versa!

Like the other day. a well-
dressed guy, suddenly shot out
of his seat and crash landed on
the road — absolutely sprawled
on it, all hands and knees —
poor fellow! His spotlessly
clean dress now all covered
with the pavement dirt, his
hands and knees bruised and
bleeding; slowly and painfully
he got up and climbed back into
his seat. The simple cause of all
his pain, suffering and embar-
rassment was the absence of
brake in the rickshaw that he
was riding on. For when the
rickshaw in front of theirs
came to a sudden halt, his one
could not and so banged the
former at its rear with such a
sudden violent force that the

oor fellow flew out of his seat,
Eﬁ‘fﬂl‘ﬂ he had time to grab at
something to prevent his flight!
It seemed quite amusing to the
dozens of onlookers around but
not to the stunned fellow, who
still looked dazed by his mis-
fortune.

One morning at the peak
rush hours — what a sight it was
— two young men punching each
others face, nose and ears,
grabbing and tearing at each
other's shirts. After a while of
punching. blood oozed out of

" a
their noses and ears, while
their faces too were covered
with bloody abrasions and con-
tusions. While they went on
with their fight, about a hun-
dred people in rickshaws, buscs
and cars watched enthralled!
Two policemen and two army-
men inclusive! Nobody both-
ered to stop the poor fellows (a
rickshawpuller and a rickshaw
passenger) including the ones
who were responsible for the
fight (ensuing from traffic jam).
ey were all enjoying the
thrill of the fight — r::tt show,
no tickets needed! What a fight!
While the women mostly looked
on in disgust, for they could not
do a thing. The venue of the
fight was right in the middle of
a road junction, with traffic
coming from different direc-
tions and locked in a jam, at the
entrance of the cantonment.
The jam was caused by the
checking of every vehicle — car,
rickshaw etc., entering the

cantonment. Wonder why the
army should be alfraid of the
civilians, when actually it is
vice versal

What harm the citizens or
the poor rickshawpullers can
do to the cantonment? These
helpless people in fact need the
army's protection! An ex-secre-
tary once remarked that roads
through cantonments are used
in many other countries too but
absolutely freely by the citi-
zens. If it is 89 allowed here too,
it will ease the traffic jam im-
metnsely on other roads, serving
as a by- ;

One would think that the
chaos on the roads of this
metropolis is because of the
buses, trucks, tempos, cars,

baby-taxis and rickshaws (what
a variety of traffic we have on
our roads — it is unique in-
deed!). There is also another
very important factor that con-
tributes to this chaos subtly.
They are the paedestrians.
These ple never follow the
rule of the road, just like the
vehicles. To cross the road they
rarely use the newly-con-
structed overbridges or the ze-
bra crossings. They just make a
dash across ther where ever
they feel like and without even
looking right or left. Therefore
just throwing themselves to the
mercy of the drivers! But if they
are hit the fault is all driver's.
Many times they are seen walk-
ing on a busy road rather than
on the footpath thus endanger-
ing their lives with least worry
in the world!

The horns of some buses and
trucks are so shrill and loud,
that it issure to startle anybody.
It is very harmful for the ear
drums too, which are very sen-
sitive to such loud, harsh
sounds and can result in deaf-
ness even, especially in chil-
dren.

There would not have been
so much confusion and jam on
the streets of this city had ev-
erybody shown a little consid-
eration for other's convenience.
Most people on the streets ap-
pear to be unimaginably selfish
and self-centered with complete
disregard for others — each one
wants to go first. Why can't we
be a bit less selfish?

Dr. Sabrina Q. Rashid.
Dhaka Cantonment, Dhaka

Is Dhaka city really a
safe place?

Sir. For the last few days, |
have been wondering if | reall
feel safe in my country’s capital.
From experience and sur-
tounding ha pr:nin%‘s. I defi-
nitely do not leel so. First of all,
the percentage of hooligans has
increased numerously, causing
much terrorism in different
neighbourhoods. These outlaws
are found to be heavily armed
and so standing up against
them alone has become a fool's
move. Unfortunately, the police
are unable, or unwilling, to
provide us with sufficient pro-
tection, which makes me feel
ch{\ unsafe.

he situation of the traffic
on the roads of the city makes
me wonder if I will ever return
home in one piece once | have
left my house. Most of the
drivers do not really know the
rules and regulations of the
road, and the ones who do know
do not care to
tance toit as t are not bound
to follow the traffic rules.

Furthermore, if one tries to
abide all these regulations and
all the other drivers do not care,
then it does become very diffi-
cult for that person to drive on

ve much impor- -

these road. The traffic control
fail or do not care to punish the
culprits properly and suitably,
and so the problem continues to
grow.

The solutions to these prob-
lems call for drastic changes,
which is very difficult to
achieve. However, if each of us
try to improve our faults and
replace them with virtues, try to
respect each other for what we
are, and just try to stay as a re-
spectable healthy community,
is it really impossible?

Shams Bin Quader
International Education Centre
Uttara. Dhaka

Why do I feel unsafe
in Dhaka?

Sir, For the last couple of
years violence and turbulence
in our big city has seemed to
have increased disturbingly.
The streets are no longer sale,
not even during day-time. Kid-
napping. robbery and other
tragedies occur every single day.
It seems like some city-dwellers
have lost all sense of morality.

But what saddens me most,
is the hypocrisy of ple who
stand by and watch innocent

ple being harassed right in
ront of them, and still do noth-
ing. Their insensitivity and in-
humanity is as dangerous to our
society as the criminals them-
selves are (although some peo-
ple react strongly).

This is the reason why I, a
young girl living in Dhaka, feel
unsale to even walk outside my
front door after dark. What has
happened to the bold and self-
sacrificing Bengalis?

|l request the readers : if you
see a person being robbed or
kidnapped, do not be afraid to
protest or to help. It is the least
we can do to show the criminals
that we do not accept their be-
haviour.

Bornita Quader
Dhaka

Dhaka today

Sir., The population of
Dhaka is a mixture of people
from different areas. People
here are as busy as bees. The so-
cial relationship is not harmo-
nious. Unlike other places, the
atmosphere here is not affablz.
Terrorism is one of the reasons,
which makes me feel unsafe in
Dhaka clt]\;, In the capital of
Bangladesh, this sort of crime
is abundant. Terrorism is esca-
lating day by day in Dhaka. It
makes our life miserable.

Another problem is the traf-
fic jam. The traffic stands still
for hours and hours, which
makes it very difficult to follow
our schedules. The traffic police
are incapable of controllin
this prnhﬂ:-m. As roads are al-
ways busy, there is always the

ossibility of terrible accidents.

esides this, the atmosphere of
Dhaka is getting more and more
polluted every moment. If this
goes on, | hate to think what the
situation will be in the very
near future.

Rasel Amin

International Education Centre
Uttara, Dhaka

Oh! Dhaka!!

Sir, Life of the Dhaka city-
dwellers is getting extremely
miserable, difficult, abstruse,
irritated and complicated due to
acute shortage of supply of wa-
ter, erratic electricity and load
shedding, tons o arbage
stocked piled on public thor-
oughfares, streets and lanes,

dirty drains, inoperative
sewage system and pollution,
frequent traffic jams, arhitrarf'
and haphazard parking o
buses, trucks and rickshaws,
occupation of public roads and
footpaths by hawkers and ven-
dors, heaﬂ}ﬁ crowded hospi-
tals, post offices, banks. mar-
kets, and schools colleges neg-
liﬁ?m:e of duties by government
offices, public sector corpora-
tions. acts of terrorism and vio-
lence in educational institu-
1%111“5, traffic accidents, cases of
rapes, hi-jacking and murder,
mosquito menace, lack of secu-
rity of life and property and
above all the ever deteriorating
law and order situation.

It appears that it is nobody’s
affair, nobody's duty or resgon-
sibility to look into the these
problems, grievances, agonies
and throes of the city-dwellers.

O H Kabir
6. Hare Street
Wari, Dhaka-1203

Bills and salami

Sir, | am a residential tele-
phone holder in the Indira Rd-
Raja Bazar, and Farmgale area.
I would like to bring to the kind
notice of Minister concerned
for redress of delaying tactics,
irregularities and dishonesty in
sending the monthly comput-
erised bills in time. They are in
the habit of keeping the tele-
phone bills pending unless the
are personally approached wi
‘'salami’.

For example, | had my Jan-
uary bill received in the last
week of February 98, and, that
of February '98 — in the first
week of April '98 is just on the
eve of Eid-ul-Azha holidays.
while, the third bill of March
‘98 was sent after the Eid holi-
days in around mid-April '98.

If such is the case with the

T&T computerised service, we
anrchcnd, the government-ac-
claimed transparency, in the
Digital Telephone Network
sector, can never be achieved,
even by introducing 'robot’' sys-
tem, unless and those dishonest
elements are done away with.

A Sufferer
Farmgate, Dhaka 1215
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it better

Sir. What has shocked my
neurones of sense is the recent
debacle in BUET. In spite of my
best efforts I failed to make my
sense to understand how the
resignation of a group of uni-
versity architect teachers can
come to be accepted within such
a short period of time after they
had expressed their desire in
withdrawing the same.

Might be they were not in the
line of legal procedure — but
what is important here we could
take into account the resigned
persons were all university
teachers and had been employed
by the same university
considering their acumen and
merit and they were moving for
such an issue which was right
as per their opinion, was totally
academic, not their very per-
sonal.

They resigned unitedl
which might be somewhat odd,
but didn't fail to respond
promptly when asked by the au-
thority. Once they had shown
their interest in rethinking the
fact, whatever might be their
mode of expression, it was not
very difficult to save them from
being treated with the last
weapon. There are other ways of
giving punishment as well
could be used easily by the au-
thority. However, failing to

overcome an avoidable situa-
tion (so far I guess) the author-
ity has probably sacrificed its
neutral attitude,

Moreover, the en masse res-
ignation of the greater part fol-
lowing the same of the VC also
doesn't seem to be a fair step
probably generated in the realm
of wunhealth arrogant
‘thoughts. I think it will not be
very unfair if we use the world
'sack’ instead of "acceptance of
.resi%natiun‘. I am supporting
neither the political interfer-
ence nor the resignation-ac-
cepted group of victims. What I
intend to say is that the VC
could have played a more effec-
tive role with more patience,
especially for such an uncom-
mon academic issue. He could
hold talks legally with the
Chancellor furmaﬁy or infor-
mally before taking the final
decision. Chancellor belongs to
a political party, all right — but
above all, she is the adminis-
trative head of the university as
well as of the state .

Kallyan Kishore
40, Free School Street
Kathalbagan, Dhaka-1205

Blame the politics

Sir. It is most unfortunate to
say that everyone is blaming
police for poor law and order
situation in the country. But the
real problem lies in our poli-
tics. As long as it remains cor-
rupted, the administration
would not be able to control all
aspects of national life,

Therefore we urge upon all to
create awareness of p-f:ﬂlplﬁ: to
end the evil influences of poli-
tics from national life.

Abul Ashraf Noor
Uttara, Dhaka
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From the Other Side
Dedicated to Shazneen
by Anan Rahman
[ have my prayers transcends the eyes
and my dreams. goes behind
I have faith. goes beyond
1 past insanity
believe. to the Maker.
The spirit life is watching, Freedom is a state of mind
smiling. .. ...the mind is gone

Believe in the sunset,
it symbolizes something.

Oorever.

behind the eyes,

The cold and the warmth
melts away or freezes.
Nothing exists at dawn.

Dawn comes at midnight

and the spirit world moves
with the shadows

through the breeze

in the mind

in the prayers.

Time moves on,

And everything changes.

Insanity is the key
| can go farther,
walk closer.

The doors are open
the sky is the limit
not the grave,

The grave is freedom
not chains.

The spirit is unlocked
and moves on.

It removes the masks

NESE AT

Eternity awaits after dawn.

They watch from the other side of morning
Sinfging about golden tomorrows

Tomorrow, the blessed time is for eternity
Hide yoursell under the stony masks,

and the creatures crawl over God's Kingdom

a second, a second, a second

The thoughts are liquid and can fly.

the framewor

the rules don't app
Chaos rules and rules well.

Disorder is satisfaction.
Rearrange the senses

and chaos will shine

and you will see the dark
and understand it.
Rearrange the senses

and disorder is organized
into cherubic tunes.

(0 insane
or better yet,
DIE.

Only then will you have
the ultimate exaltation.

You will fly.

The mind is gone.
The framework disappears.

no chains
no rules

oAt frees,

The dawn is for the insane
..and the dead.
The dawm is of

the rebirth
the resurgence
the Reuniting.

is severed

except disorder
and places near God.

The dawn symbolizes something
...the awakening.
The dawn is ignited at midnight

ly.




