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BNP's return to JS
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B Chowdhury rejected the
Speaker's arithmetic that it
would have taken three years
and eight months to dispose of
all the notices and amendments
to the four CHT bills.

"It was the highest degree of
falsechood from on less than the
chair of the Speaker.," he said,
adding that this was nothing
but ?n attempt to mislead the

e.

I*l;t added that if the opposi-
tion members were allowed to
speak on the notices for one
minute each. it would have
taken five to 12 hours only.

In reply to a question, the
BNP leader denied the ruling
party allegation that the huge
number of notices and amend-
ments were intended to obstruct
the passage of the bills.

"The bills on the CHT were
unconstitutional and unprece-
dented. So, such huge number of
notices and amendments were
brought to the bills,” he said.

The Deputy Opposition
Leader questioned the neutral-
ity of the Speaker and said the
chair did not allow BNP to dis-
- cuss the bills following a 'secret
consultation’ with the ruling
party.

"By doing so. the conspiracy
succeeded but the government
was defeated morally and polit-
ically." he told a questioner.

Chief Whip of the Opposition
.Khandaker Delwar Hossain
said despite their demand, the
Speaker did not convene the
Business Advisory Committee
meeting to discuss and decide
the process of considering the
bills in such a unique situation.

Hf:plyin%ltu a question, Del-
war said the government did

not want us in the House during
the passage of the CHT bills as
"we could have exposed the
loopholes of the bills and ex-
plained how they are contrary
to the Constitution.”

Referring to their meeting
with the President, the Opposi-

tion chief whip said as ad-
vice of the President, the BNP

members brought amendments
to the bills on CHT and agreed
to join discussion on it.

In reply to another question,
Delwar said the parliamentary
standing committees were not
constituted and 11 other par-
liamentary committees not re-
organised as per commitment
by the government party.

He said the government is
yet to implement the four-point
agreement and withdraw politi-
cal cases against the BNP lead-
ers and workers.

"We'll take the decision of
joining the budget session after
examining the given situation,”
he said, adding that it would de-
pend upon how much the gov-
ernment is interested in bring-
ing the opposition back to the
House.

About the Speaker's ruling
on the April 15 incident in Par-
liament, Prof B Chowdhury
said this ruling was 'insulting
to us." He directly blamed the
Speaker for provocating the
situation that day.

The deputy opposition leader
was also critical of the govern-
ment for not making any
statement in the House on the
nuclear tests carried out by In-
dia.

BNP leaders K M Obaidur
Rahman, Shamsul Islam and
Whip Mashiur Rahman were
present at the briefing.

PM : Long march
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counterproductive to the gov-
ernment, the PM said: Only

those who lack confidence may
fear so. I've confidence in me.
We could sign the peace accord
as they [the tribal leaders in
CHT) reposed confidence in me
and I trusted them.

"The (government-PCJSS)
agreement was signed to help
the CHT people live in peace,’
she said.

Recalling the arms-surren-
der ceremony at Khagrachhari,
Sheikh Hasina said that she
had even ignored suggestions by
her security personnel not to
meet the arms-surrendering
Shantibahini members there.
"While talking 1o the Shan-
tibahini boys, I found tears in
their eyes and anxiety on their
faces. But my words removed
their worries.’

Responding to Opposition
criticismn against the bill pro-
viding for setting up of a Re-
gi!luna Council (RC) in the CHT,
the PM pointed out that special
administrative arrangement
for the re%i-:::-n existed since the
British rule, even in the Mughal
era. She also mentioned the hill
district councils established by
the Ershad government in 1989
and maintained by the next
government of Khaleda Zia.

“We also consider the CHT as
a special zone and accordingly,

Khaleda goes to
C’nawabganj today

Leader of the Opposition in
the Jatiya Sangsad Begum
Khaleda Zia will visit Cha-
painawabganj today. reports
UNB.

She will address a public
meeting at Nachol in the after-
noon.

um Zia will return to the
capital tomorrow, said a party
press release in the city yester-
day.

we're going to set up the regional
council,” she said.

Rounding up the businesses
in the four-month-long session,
the Leader of the House viewed
that passage of the CHT bills in
the session would be considered
as the most remarkable task in
the parliamentary history of
Bangladesh.

Citing other businesses in-
cluding formation of the JS
standing committees, she said
that return of the main opposi-
tion party BNP to the Houseé was
another major event in the ses-
siomn.

She termed the BNP law-
makers’ “"rowdyism® in the
House on April 15 as "the most
scandalous incident in the
country's parliamentary his-
tory.”

Commenting on the Speak-
er's action of only warning the
Opposition MPs responsible for
the incident, she said, "You've
been liberal enough not to go for
any punitive measures. Puni-
tive actions are taken against
such behaviour in parliament
in any country.”

Replying to criticism by the
Opposition lawmakers for
stoppage of live broadcast of
parliament proceedings by ra-
dio, the Prime Minister. said
that the government signed
agreement with BNP for live
broadcast of the question-hour
only, The state-owned elec-
tronic media is functioning as
per the agreement signed with
BNP, she claimed.

Shibir
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Railway sources said train
service to and from Chittagong
was normal.

At 7 am, some Shibir ac-
tivists tried to put a barricade at
Fouzderhat point but police re-
moved it, Railway sources said.

Shibir called the barricade
demanding expulsion of out-

siders from some residential
halls of Chittagong University.
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two enter the ground late this
afternoon in the north-western
Indian state of Punjab for the
toss,

The day-....at affair will
start at 5:20 ~m (BST) with con-
fident er~  tation from
Bangladeshi cricket fans, many
of whom will be glued to their
TV sets with ESPN covering the
match li.» "“om the spectacular
venue al chandigarh. Kenya is
the other participating team in
the meet, which will be played
on a double-leg league basis
across seven different venues in
| Yo 1

Akram sustained an injury
on his back durlnpha light prac-
tice session at Mohali on Tues-
day and is certain to miss the
match against India, disclosed
Gazi Ashraf Hossain over tele-
phone yesterday aftermoon.

“The local authorities have
been very generous by providing
us with a doctor round the
clock, but he (Akram) would not
be fit before our next match

ainst Kenya<" said Hossain
whose side is travelling without
a physio. Bt the Bangladeshi
manager promised a “"tough”
show against the mighty Indi-
ans despite the absence of

Appeal rejected
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Attorney General K S Nabi
appeared on behalf of the gov-
ernment while Dr M Zahir ap-
peared for the SEC while Bar-
rister Rafique-ul Haque ap-
peared for the petitioners.

Akram.

Bangladesh, yet to win a
match in their previous 21 one-
day appearances, will face India
for the sixth time today in the
abridged version of the game.
Although Bangladesh lost their
first four engagements against
India by the identical margin of
nine wickets, Akram and co put
up a spirited performance
against their abundantly supe-
rior neighbours in the Indepen-
dence Cup at Dhaka in their last
meeting last January.

On the other hand, India,
fresh after their triumph in
Sharjah, will concentrate more
on experimenting with some
fresh blood rather than consid-
ering any serious threat from
ranked outsiders Bangladesh.

Hossain said that
Bangladesh's final eleven will
be decided this morning, but it
was learnt that left-arm seamer
Anisur Rahman and tweaker

- Enamul Haq were likely to be

rested along with Akram.

But whatever may be the out-
come against India, the real
battle for the [CC trophy cham-
pions will begin when they re-

new their long rivalry with
Kenya at Hyderabad on May 17.
Both Bangladesh and Kenya
were Etl}";'lfﬂtl':l ed with one-da
status by the game's rulin
ICC in June iaﬁt ar. To Hﬁm ug
in the words ol Bangladesh's
coach Gordon Greenidge, "Our
alm is to defeat Kenya and qual-
ify for the final. We all want to
be there at the Eden Gardens>"

The final will be played in Cal-
cutta on June 1.

Bangladesh-India tie

Japanese investor
complains about
‘non-cooperation’ of
govt organisation

A Japanese investor yester-
day complained about 'non-co-
operation' of a government or-
ganisation and warned that she
will close down a Tk 70 crore
project il her grievances were

not settled, reports UNB.
"l had come here to invest af-
ter bein informed that

Bangladesh is one of the suit-
able places for investment ...
but the situation is reverse.,”
said Okayasu Masae, the Man-
a%ng Director of Japan-based
Chugai Chemicals Ltd, at a
press conference at the Na-
tional Press Club.
Commissioning of towers of
the 132 KV transmission line
on the land of the project — Vita
Food Industries and Tourism
Complex Ltd in Comilla — by
PDB is the main cause of her

anglgr.

he Japanese investor
sought direct interference from
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
who is in charge of Ener
Ministry, in solving the prob-
lems.

"I don't want to go back with
a bad experience ... think of
what bad impact it may create
among the enthusiastic
Japanese and other foreign in-
vestors when your cuuntl‘y is
inviting more investment irom
outside,” said the Japanese en-
trepreneur.

According to her, the prob-
lem was created as the PDB setl
up poles of the 132-KV line on
the project's land despite a
court's showcause notice and a
Board of Investment (BOI) letter
that recommended changing
the path of the transmission
line.

Masae said as the construc-
tion work of poles began on the
land with police protection on
Monday, sﬁg rushed to Dhaka
to meet the PDB Chairman who
didn't allow her to meet. The
Member (Transmission) also
refused to talk to her, she al-
leged. _

“The project will turn into
meaningless if the electric poles
are constructed on the front
side of the site."” she said.

New Miss Universe Wendy Fitzwilliam of Trinidad and
Tobago (center) poses with her 1st runner-up Miss
Venezuela Veruska Ramirez (left) and 2nd runner-up Miss
Puerto Rico Joyce Giraud at the end of the 47th Miss
Universe contest in Honolulu yesterday. —AP/UNB photo

PM to 'inaugurate
Bangabandhu
Bridge June 23

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will inaugurate the
Bangabandhu Bridge on the
river Jamuna on June 23, an
official press release said in the
city yesterday. reports BSS.

The bridge, the world's 11th
longest bridge, would establish
direct road and railway links
between northwestern region
and the eastern part of the
country.

Some Tk 3.700 crore (950
million dollar) is being spent
for constructing the 4.8 kilome-
tre long bridge with 18.5 metre

i width.

Mannan Bhuiyan
concerned at
N-tests by India

BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan has expressed
concern over nuclear tests by
India and criticised the gov-
ernment for its failure to raise
voice against the nuclear
weapons, reports UNB.

In a statement yesterday, he
said: The whole world is against
those trying frantically to be-
come a nuclear power despite
the poverty and hunger prevail-
ing in different countries. in-
cluding India.

Shahid's statement r’ecoi‘d'ed-

From Page 1

CID investigators continued
interrogating contiractor
Hasan., his supervisor Badal
and carpenter Shoni Ram at the
CID headquarters for the sixth
day. Their remand in the third
phase expired yesterday.

The three will be produced
before the CMM's Court today.
However, till last night, CID
had not decided whether they
would pray 1o the court for fresh
remand ol the three for further
interrogating them. The three
were involved in a renovation
work at Rahman's residence for
quite sometime,

Besides, Parvin and Minu,
maids at Rahman's residence,
were under C1D custody for in-
terTogation.

CID sources said they would
now question a number of peo-
ple including the staff of Rah-
man's residence and some other
persons related to the family.

Our Court Correspondent re-
ported that plainclothes CID
men led by investigating officer
of the case took Shahid, under
tight security to the court at
about 3:15 pm. He was taken to
the personal room of
Metropolitan Magistrate Mor-
tuza Ahmad at about 3:50 pm.

The magistrate entered the
room at about 4 pm. He allowed
sufficient time to Shahid to
think whether he would give a
confessional statement.

The magistrate then
recorded Shahid's statement
under Section 164 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure. The
recording reportedly ended at
about 7:15 pm.

Later, the magistrate sent
his staff to the court room to
enquire whether there was any
petition for the accused. People
present there answered in l]?uz
negative., After a few minutes,
uniformed police escorted
Shahid out the magistrate's
room and took him to the court

rison. He was then sent to the
haka Central Jail.

"l stabbed her when she
(Shazneen) kicked me as [ tried
to violate her”, replied Shahid
from the prison van as re-
EDI’IEI‘E asked him why he

illed Shazneen.

The magistrate in his order
said the accused was directed to
be sent to jail as there was no
petition for the accused and the
statement under Section 164
had been recorded.

However, the magistrate re-
fused to say any details about
the confessional statement say-
ing that it would be sub-judice
and that the case will still un-
der investigation,

Sources said Shahid's
statement was almost similar
to that he had given to the CID
investigators.

Meanwhile, CID sourccs
sald, Shahid was again taken to
the scene of the incident yester-

day mnrninF.
The Dally Star got a run
down of events from CID

sources who attributed those to
Shahid's statements to the in-
\rcuuﬁalnru.

S

ahid planned to violate

Shazneen under threat. Keeping
it in mind, he collected a
kitchen knife from the kitchen
and entered Shazneen's bed-
room where she was alone and
speaking over telephone sitting
on the bed.

Seeing Shahid in her room.
Shazneen started shouting,
"Don't you know you should
knock t{m door before entering
into my room ... gelt out.’
Shahid turned back and acted
as if he was leaving the room.
Shazneen became busy with the
phone again.

Shahid, at one stage, hur-
riedly approached her from the
other side of Shazneen's bed. He
reached one of the bed-side
lamps and put it off. This
frightened the girl. At this
stage, he jumped on her and
tried to be in control, prompt-
ing Shazneen to kick him in de-
fence. Angry Shahid caught
hold of her hair and stabbed her
with a knife near her throat.

"Save me, save 1ne,”
Shazneen shouted only to be
stabbed repeatedly. As she was
groaning, an incensed Shahid
lifted her to take her to her
floor near the bathroom:.

Shahid then jumped on

Shazneen who was profusely
bleeding and was almost uncon-
scious.

At this state, Parveen opened
the door and saw Shahid sitti
on Shazneen's body. Shahi
called Parveen in, but she went
away.

Shahid immediately lifted
himself from her body and
stabbed her several times before
leaving. He rushed to the bath-
room. washed his hands and
ran oul of the room.

As he was fleeing, he left his
knife near the bound wall,
climbed a tree to get on the wall
and walked a few steps to reach
another tree to get down on the
other side of the boundary wall.

Then he discovered blood in
his shirt, took it off and put it
in his trouser's pocket.

Shahid had walked past Ba-
nani graveyard and Dhaka Gate
on the Airport Road to reach
Cantonment railway station.
He went to Chittagong via My-
mensingh and Bhairab. At
Bhairab, he worked at a sta-
tion-side restaurant.

CID officials were still in-
vestigating many of the unan-
swered questions related to the
brutal murder of the school girl.

Shahid, the prime accused in Shazneen murder, being
produced before the CMM's court yesterday. —Star photo

it

'Bangladesh yet

to finalise
state of forces
accord with US’

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad yesterday said that
Bangladesh is yet to finalise the
State of Forces agreement with
US, reports UNB.

Briefing newsmen at the
Foreign Office yesterday
evening. he said, "We could not
yet with some of the pro-

of the USA."

The major differences to be
ironed: out are visa-free move-
ment of US forces and allowing
them to bring in equipment
without duty.

Samad said that adesh
will review similar ements
USA has with other Asian
countries. US has such E;E;:;
ments with Japan, South
and Kazakhstan.

D-8 summit

From Page 1

Minister for Forei Affairs,
State Minister for Cultural Af-
fairs, State Minister for Infor-
mation, Principal Secretary to
the Prime Minister and all
other secretaries concerned.

A central co-ordination
committee was formed with the
Foreign as its head.
Two sub-commitiees on secu-
rity and media were also
formed.

Samad said that it was de-
cided to hold a three-day D-8
Cultural Festival beginning
November 23.

An official-level meeting
will be held in Dhaka on
November 24-25, to review the
preparation.

JS motion
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5,000, but only 1100 to 1200
arms were surrendered after the
peace accord.

£rshad feared that the power
and autonomy vested in the
tribal people through the
agreement, might raise the de-
mand for an independent state.

The JP members criticised
the CHT agreement as unconsti-

tutional and said the proposed
Regional Council will create re-
gionalism.

The government leaders dis-
agreed with the opposition’s
view and said the Regional
Council will only coordinate
the development activities in
the three hill districts.

The treasury bench members
said the accord was the outcome
of political farsightedness of
Prime Minister Hasina and
thanked her for taking such an
initiative to reach the agree-

ment that put an end to two-
decade old bloody war.

Pak FM
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said a statement issued by the
prime minister's office.

According to the statement
Sharif told Clinton that Pak-
istan "had no option but to take
appropriate measures to protect
its”sovereignty and securily in
accordance with the aspira-
tions of the ple."

Ayub told The Associated
Press in a telephone interview
that Pakistan is both capable
and ready to match India, but
the decision to explode a nu-
clear device will be a political
one,

"Pakistan has all the facili-
ties to conduct a test ... Pakistan
can match India anytime pos-
sibly better,” said Ayub. "But
this will be a political decision
as and when the Cabinet de-
cides.”

International security and
defence organisations say that
the likeliest location for a nu-
clear explosion in Pakistan is
in the Chagai district of south-
western Baluchistan.

The area is a desert and
barely 50 kilometers (30 miles)

from the Dborder with
Afghanistan.
Dr Abdul Qadeer Khan, the

architect of Pakistan's nuclear
weapons programme, said ear-
lier that Pakistan has the capa-
bility to carry out a test and was
waiting for the green light from
the government.

Four raped
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sters near the Sat Tala slum in
Mohakhali area.

She is now under treatment
at the DMCH.

The victim, along with oné
Shahid, a co-worker, was re-
turning to her house in the slum
at about 8 pm. Suddenly the
gang appeared before them and
wielding knives, took them to a
nearby field.

The attackers tied up Shahid
and raped the girl in the field.

None was arrested in con-
nection with the incident till
filing of this report last night.

o girls, both aged about
18, were gangraped in their
rented house at Chata Masjid
Lane under Mohammadpur
thana Monday night.

One of the girls was a gar-
ments worker and the other was
an employee of a computer
firm.

In the FIR, the girls alleged
that someone knocked their
door at about 10 pm.

When they opened the door,
four youngmen stormed into
the room, locked the door, and
raped them. Three of their ac-
complices guarded standing
outside,
FIR.
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The five permanent council
members met Tuesday to con-
sider a draft statement, pre-
pared by Sweden, which ex-
pressed concern over India's
violation of a "de facto morato-
rium" on testing since the ap-
proval by the UN General As-
sembly of the 1966 Compre-
hensive Test Ban Treaty.

US President Clinton, who
had been considering how to re-
spond since the first tests were
announced Monday, on today
ordered an end to current US
assistance to India and a ban on
future aid, according to a senior
White House official traveling
with him in Germany. Humani-
tarian aid was exempted from
the sanctions.

Clinton, speaking to re-
porters in Germany where he
was on an official visit, said he
found India’s actions person-
ally "deeply disappointing.” He
called on other nations to im-

sanctions as well.

"I hope the government of
India realises that it can be a
very great country in the 21st
century without doing things
like this," he said. "It's a terrible
mistake."

He said he had spoken with
Pakistan's Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif, on today and
urged him not to respond in
kind to India.

Clinton also prohibited the

rt of certain defense and
technology material, ended US
loans and credit guarantees to
India, and ordered US officials
to oppose loans to India from
international institutions such
as the World Bank and the IMF.

The steps Clinton took were
spelled out in US laws calling
for automatic sanctions on any
"non-nuclear” country that
conducts nuclear tests. Even
though India tested five nuclear
devices this week and a sixth in
1974 and says it is capable of
building a nuclear weapon, it is
considered "non-nuclear” under
the Non-Proliferation Treaty
until it is confirmed that it has
the bomb.

Japan suspended 30 million
US dollars in grants, including
funds earmarked for mod-
ernising hospitals and fighting
polio. Japan is India's largest
donor.

The Netherlands temporar-
ily froze aid worth millions of

ollars and said it would not is-
sue export licences for weapons
to India.

Germany called off aid talks
with Indian officials scheduled
to have started Tuesday in
Bonn. A portion of new devel-
opment aid worth 300 million
marks (532 million dollars) for
India was put on ice.

The Danish government an-
nounced that it had frozen its
190 million kroner (28 million
dollars) in aid to India.

Vajpayee said he had hoped
the Wlesttrn governments would
not impose sanctions, "but if
these steps are taken, then as
Indians we will face it. We are
prepared for any difficulty.”

erman Chancellor Helmut
Kohl said his nation would take
a "fresh look"” at possible sanc-
tions for India. "This was the
wrong decision for them to
take,” he said.

Clinton sidestepped a ques-
tions on whether US intelli-
%em:e agencies were surprised

g' today's test as they were by

e first in the series on Mon-

"Before this round of tests
started, |1 did not know it was
going to start,” Clinton said. He
said he talked with the Pak-
istani Prime Minister and ad-
vised him to "resist the tempta-
tion to respond lo an irrespon-
sible act in kind."

Clinton said he realises that
the Pakistani government is
under pressure at home, adding,
"l can't say for sure what is go-
ing to happen.”

On India's testing, he said, "I
believe they were unjustified.
They clearly create a dangerous
new instability in their region.”
He suggested that India con-
ducted the tests because it be-
lieves it is "underappreciated in
the world as a great power."

“It's a very sad thing," Clin-
ton said. He noted his wife and
daughter had travelled to India.
He has planned a trip later this

India conducts N-tests

year, but those plans were now
in doubt.

The Indian government
statement said today's tests
"completed the planned series”

which began in the desert
of Pokhran in Rajasthan state
on Monday.

The tests involved "two sub-
kilotonne" explosions at 12:21
~pm (0651 GMT) and were in
continuation of the planned
programme of underground nu-
clear tests begun on May 11, it
said.

“The tests have been carried
out to generate additional data
for improved computer simula-
tion ol designs and for attain-
in%J the capability to ¢ out
sub-critical experiments if con-
sidered necessary. The tests
were fully contained with no re-
lease of radioactivity into the
atmosphere,” it said.

The statement reiterated

that India could reconsider its
opposition to the Comprehen-
sive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), it
has so far refused to sign, argu-
ing that the pact lacks a time-
frame for disarmament and
fails to stop computer-simu-
lated tests.
India made a similar hint on
Monday after the three under-
round tests, the first since
974, were announced by Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee.

Vajpayee
From Page 1
saying. "Although our relations
with that coun have im-
proved in the last decade or so,
an atmosphere of distrust per-
sists mainly due to the unre-
solved border problem.”
Vajpayee also referred to an-
other "bitter neighbour,” Pak-
istan, which New Delhi believes
has received military technol-
ogy from China.
"To add to the distress, that

country has materially hel
another neighbour o Durspig

become a covert nuclear
weapons state,” the letter said.
"At the hands of this bitter
neighbour we have suffered

three aggressions in the last 50
years."

Pakistan likely
to conduct N-test
by June

LONDON, May 13: Pakistan
will carry out a nuclear test of
its own before the end of June,
in response to India's latest nu-
clear tests, Jane's defence group
said today, reports AFP.

Paul Beaver of Jane's mis-
siles and rockets cited intelli-
gence sources as predicting that
one explosion will be carried
out at a site near Pakistan's
border with Iran.

"It is expected that it will be
one and it will be in Baluchis-
tan, he said in a telephone in-
terview, adding: "It's probabl
safe to say belfore the end o
June.”

Pakistan had been "working
very hard” with North Korea
and Iran to develop their nu-
clear weaponry, he said.

JS prorogued
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government as state minister
and deputy minister respec-
tively.

Again, during the just con-
cluded session, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina proposed ban-
ning student politics and shoct-
at-sight the armed goons on the
campus, triggering mixed reac-
tion in the opposition camp.

The sittings during the ses-
sion mostly started late and for
this the Chair made frequent
appeals to members of both the
sides to be punctual.

The Leader of the House at-
tended the session almost regu-
larly and participated in most
of the debates. besides the busi-
nesses scheduled for her.

In the headline of a Front
Page news item published yes-
terday, the date of BNP's long
march towards CHT was inad-
vertently mentioned as June 10.
In fact, it will be on June 9. We
regrel the error,
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