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The Emphasis on Reform

The World Bank-led donors' review meet in
Dhaka on Tuesday was a test of nerves for the
Bangladesh side. In a greater sense perhaps than
on previous occasions. Because in our slanging
match with the reform process we were past the
preliminary rounds to be good for the counting of
points. The score-card reads.

Giving a mixed chit of health on that count —
more mixed on the negative side — the donor com-
munity urged the government to speed up the re-
form process. They gave top priority to adminis-
trative and financial sector reforms and privatisa-
tion of the state-owned enterprises (SOEs).
Progress in these areas has been at a snail's pace.
We will be stuck with corruption and inefficiency
so long as the reforms package eluded us.

On the sensitive questions of privatisation, ad-
ministrative reform and quality of ADP projects
Kibria's views reportedly differed from those of the
donor community. But understandably both sides
have reached a broad 'consensus' on what need to
be done. Privatisation will be only stimulated, as
‘far as we can see, by a convincing implementation
of the safety-net proposals for retrenched employ-
ees. A comprehensive privatisation law must be
put in place at the earliest.

We go along with the very bleak view taken of the
status on public administration reform. The Pub-
lic Administration Reforms Commission (PARC)
remains a virtual non-starter much to our regret.

Some reforms have been carried out in the fi-
nancial sector but they are largely of a peripheral
nature. Judging by the effects they are having on
economic management. Bank loan default puts the
government's will to test more than perhaps the
laws of the land. .

The reform agenda is very crucially a matter of
either political will of the government of the day or
a bipartisan consensus across the political spec-
trum. We have to muster either of the two in the
near future or we remain where we are. Reforms are
better carried out after the elections. However,
since more than two years are left before the elec-
tion year, there is still time to hit some tangibles.

Love for Crisis
A report published in a national daily yesterday

suggested not all of WASA's problems stem from
inadequate power supply. Shortsightedness of the
authorities and poor maintenance are consider-
ably, if not equally, responsible for the severe wa-
ter crisis facing the city.

WASA is reportedly running a deficit of sixty
million litres in its daily share of lifting water.
This is in addition to WASA's daily shortfall of
4500 million litres when it comes to the total de-
mand for water.

The specific reason? One hundred and nine
pumps and three refineries are currently out of ac-

tion :due to low voltage. Unless the average daily .

index: of DESA-supplied power  rises to 132 KV
from the available 110 KV now, WASA pumps will
continue to remain idle.

Power shortage has become a national problem.
And we all know things will not look up immedi-
ately. But has that got to do with WASA authori-
ties' preparedness to minimise the negative im-
pact of the crisis on their performance? Doing that
called for some advance planning and commit-
ment to professional obligation. Not unexpectedly
WASA had neither.

We are told there was very little for WASA to do
when some days back people in the older part of
the city were grovelling under acute water crisis be-
cause the refinery at Chandni Ghat was not work-
ing due to power inadequacy. But to admit they
could not provide for contingency supply to the
suffering lot of that area because some of their ve-
hicles were out of order is not a candid expression
but shameless confession of professional inepti-
tude.

But even this gross maintenance inefficiency
tends to pale when one comes to think of the au-
thorities’ foot-dragging on the prospect of revving
up power-starved pumps with imported genera-
tors. They say the present crisis will be over once
the generators arrive from Sweden. But that is not

going to happen soon. There will be no relief for the '

denizens from the scorching heat of summer. Since
they are procuring those generators anyway why
did not the authorities push for their earlier im-
port just to make sure the dry season did not catch
the city dwellers and them napping? Why they al-
ways lag behind crisis 7

Cardiac Hope

Action or idea, it looks as though Devi Shetty
will never run short of the talent to win our admi-
ration. First it was his proven surgical excellence
and affable, reassuring manner which made this
reputed Indian cardiac surgeon an instant hit with
the Bangladeshi patients suffering from heart ail-
ments and now he comes with an altruistic brain-
wave.

Shetty has expressed his desire to set up a 500-
bed heart surgery hospital. The joint venture insti-
tution proposed to be set up in collaboration with
Manipal Heart Foundation, Shetty's employer
back home, envisages a miracle with the eco-
nomics involved in heart operation. The idea is to
bring the cardiac operation in the realms of possi-
bﬂl% of people in the income group of Tk 2000 to

per month.

The problem with heart ailment is two-fold. One
is the lightning speed with which it transforms
from a tolerable complaint to cessation of life and
the other is huge expenses involved in the surgery
needed to cure the condition. It has been revealed
that only 40000 of the 1.5 million requiring
surgery are actually operated upon in India. Heart
disease remains as much of a lethal predator in

esh as it is in neighbouring India. Perhaps
the case is even worse. A hospital for heart surgery
with doctors like Shetty on the staff albeit in the
visiting capacity is what heart patients will be
looking forward to.

We hope initiatives from our side to translate
Shct%;: esire into reality will not be found want-
ing. man himself came with a mission and re-

medly went back home with positive response
| the quarters that matter.
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Council Bill was passed in

the national parliament

on the 6th instant by the ruling
arty, with dissenting Jatiya

Bart}r and abstalnin% BNP
members. The three District
Council Bills on Chittagong
Hill Tracts had been passed by
the parliament earlier. These
four represented the enabling
legislation that would allow the
overnment to implement the

HT Peace Accord concluded on

T HE moot CHT Regional

the 2nd December between the

government of Bangladesh and
the PCJSS, theg] principal
organisation of the tribal
peu_Pl!I: there.

e government was vocif-
erous in its claim that the new
Acts, along with the Accord,
will restore peace in a region
which had been troubled by in-
surgency and bloodshed for the

ast 21 years. The resultant loss
n human lives and resources,
on both sides, were enormous
and these will not recur in fu-
ture. The government takes
credit for success on an issue for
the settlement of which the pre-
vious regimes had tried and
failed. This to the government
is a bright feather in its cap and
mar a great achievement.
The opposition led by the
BNP rejected the Accord totally,
that the Agreement
was unconstitutional, infringes
upon the sovereignty of the par-
liament, discriminatory
against the Bangalee speaking
and other tribal people residing
there, reduces government au-
thority in the area with conse-
quent possibility of loss of con-
trol, promotes the spirit of re-
gionalism in other parts of the
country, and so on and so forth.
They had suggested that before
conclusion of the accord, its
principal provisions should

India's Nuclear Explosions

HE very recent nuclear ex-

plosions — not one but as

many as three — conducted
on May 11, 1998, in Pokhran of
Rajsthan, the site for India’'s so-
called Peaceful Nuclear
Explosion (PNE) of 1974, have
taken the world by surprise.
The fact this time, unlike the
PNE of 1974, that testing were
carried out to demonstrate to
the international community
India's 'proven capability' to
develop various grades of
nuclear weapons, has badly
shaken the securit
environment of South Asia. It
is particularly worried due to a
number of factors. First, the
hope for an eventual South
Asian security framework.
which could be made feasible
through negotiations and
discussions with-SAARC as-the
focal point, has somewhat béen
irrevocably damaged. ‘at least

for a long period of time.
Such trend is already dis-

cernible from Pakistan's sha:‘}l
and angry reactions. Second,
now that India is a nuclear state
there would be heightened anxi-
ety and apprehensions among
its smaller neighbours with re-
gard to New ‘s nuclear pos-
ture. Last but not the least. the
reaction (which has not yet
been made public) by China and
its ible altered defense and
diplomatic strategies and their
far reaching consequences on
South Asian security.

Among all the factors, Indo-
Pakistan heightened tension
and Beijing's responses are two
most important ones having
more impacts than the others.
Pakistan's reaction and the de-
fense strategies it would adopt
would be crucial. It is alre
evident from the statements of
its foreign minister that Indo-
Pakistan bilateral relations
would now enter into a more
bitter and acrimonious phase.
Islamabad has condemned In-
dia's nuclear explosions in
strongest terms, accused India
of sucking Pakistan into a 'nu-
clear race,' called for interna-
tional sanctions against India
as well as hinted that it too may
lake similar actions. The en-

CHT Regional

Council Bill Passed
A Harbinger of Peace or Forerunner of

A true and effective agreement among differing cnmmumtw—;;nn bea Eas-t:ng one only through evolution of a
consensus or near consensus among them. This needs time and cannot succeed in haste. The Accord was

have been published for discus-
sion among political parties
and to elicit public opinion. The
government rejected the de-
mand.

The BNP leader with a hun-
dred legislators made a street
march to Bangabhaban and
implored the Hon'ble President
to exercise his good offices and
to hold somewhat a round table
conference to evolve a consen-
sus by discussion with the rul-
ing party. The government
dismi the su tion and

ted out that the best forum
or discussion on the subject
was the floor of the parliament.

The :gpuamun had so lon
abstained from thf payf“ﬂlﬁ"
in protest against what they
ten;l'g.;l government's violation
of an agreement to enable op-
position members to legiti-
mately address the House, to
ensure fair telecas of pa;i
liament proceedings, imparti
conduct of the ucn:g:iunn of the
House and the like. They now
returned to the House asked
for holding a general debate on
the CHT ord. The govern-
ment rejected the demand and
s sted that the discussion
would take place only during

' the debate on the Bills to be in-

troduced later for the purpose of
implemen the Accord and
not before. The opposition felt
their legitimate ts as legis-
lators thwarted the govern-
ment and vowed to continue
with their movement, in
protest, with rallies, hartals
and briel walk-outs [rom the
ings of the House.

b An th t
a e governmen
mtrodm into the House four

Bills relevant to the Accord.
BNP members of the General
Committee of the parliament
recorded objections on this
Bills, which were by the
Speaker on s of late re-
ceipt. BNP members alleged
that, for and ca-
ble reasons, they either not
receive the notice of the meet-
ings or received it late. How-
ever, the opposition BNP,
Jatiya Party and others tabled
over three thousand amend-
ments to these Bills. Hon'ble

f,-”;"fr Z
urren

such an absurd number of
amendments, which they claim
was a product of their frustra-
gun. S0 vtraua;]he deﬁ;lnlgufthe
peaker to allow o mem-
bers to speak for a total of only
13 minutes on almost four
thousand amendments. Alre
the opposition had been deni
a general debate on the Accord,
which i{s considered to be an
issue of vital national interest,
and to make a mere lip service
of allowing only 13 minutes of
discussion on amendments to
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Speaker observed, it would take
three years and eight months to
hold proper discussions on
these amendments. Though the
huge number of amendments
was unprecedented, the Hon'ble
Speaker's advisers appear to
have been guilty of gross mis-
calculation. On the contrary, it
would have taken less than 20
hours or two and a half day of
parliament's sessions to enable
all the BNP MPs to speak for 10
minutes each on these Bills and
amendments.

Instead, the Speaker ruled
that he would allow only 13
BNP MPs to speak on these
Bills, but only for one minute
each. As it was ridiculous for
the opposition to allow tabling

the Bills tantamounts to
government's deliberate and
pre-planned policy of denying a
debate or discussion on it.
This exposes an act of gross
insincerity and betrayal of
promise on the part of the
ruling :

The Speaker’'s decision was
not ou|:1]¥ vily partisan, but it
was unfortunately most unjust,
undemocratic and unparlia-
men in nature. The opposi-
tion decided not to avail of the
opportunity of speaking only 13
minutes on four Bills on an is-
sue of such national signifi-
cance, and decided to abstain
from the proceedings of the
House. The BNP legislators led
by its chairperson went to the

and South

made in haste and, therefore, is suspect of its efficacy and permanence.

Hon'ble President, explained
the situation and asked for
Head of State's intervention, if

ossible, in making the par-
iament effective. The President
assured all cooperation, natu-
rally within the ambit of moral
and constitutional limitations.
The ruling party had a smooth
sail, as expected, in the House
and steam rolled into passing
all the four Bills.

Some of the Treasury Bench
members went to the extent of
acclaiming the CHT Accord as
an example emulated by the
people of Northern Ireland to
reach an agreement to end a
thirty-year armed conflict and
terrorist activities. These
members are oblivious of the
fact that negotiations on bring-
ing about peace in that territory
had been carried on since al-
most the very inception of the
insurgency and much long be-
fore the conclusion of the CHT
accord under the aegis of the
Awami Leaguc government.
Moreover, there was trans-

arency in their negotiations.

e provisional text of the
Agreement had been circulated
before conclusion in a bid to
evolve a consensus by eliciting
public opinion through media
and various organisations. The
final verdict of the people will
be delivered through a referen-
dum and not by the brute ma-
ority of one party in the par-

ament. In our case, this
parency and attempt to gain a
consensus are conspicuous by
its absence, despite heavy de-
mand from the opposition.

It is time to take stock of the
political situation of the coun-

gain but has not certainly India's

security. Along with it not South Asia's in general. In sum, India's nuclear explosions have cast an ominous
shadow over South Asian security environment.

hancement of already bitter
and acrimonious relations be-
tween India and Pakistan is in-
deed threatening to the peace
and stability of the region, es-
pecially in the context of the
previous three wars fought be-
tween these two countries.
Given their 'love’ for each
other, one cannot altogether
rule out the possibility of a nu-
clear confrontation in future
Indo-Pakistan war. There is a
possibility that Pakistan would
also go for a nuclear test since
India has shed its nuclear am-
biguity and:gone-overtly nu-
elear. Most omminous. wouwld: be
inténsification 'of the 'missile
race between the two. Previs
ously, India's short-range
Prithvi was matched by Pak-
istan's Half. Il and intermedi-
ate-range by Ghauri. Now
Pakistan would go to its limit to
acquire similar nuclear deliv-
ery weapon like India’s recently
tested surface-to-surface and
surface-to air missile Trishul.

It has been made evidently clear
when Pakistani foreign minis-

ter, in his interview with BBC,
indicated that 'India's trio of
nuclear tests’ has made his
country's defenses made im-

r le.
? e%:: second factor i.e. Bei-
jing's reaction (it is not yet
made public) and its likely re-
sponse to India nuclear explo-
sion are also equally crucial. It
is somewhat obvious that Bei-
jing will not like the latest de-
velopment in India for various
reasons. Beijing has somewhat
shunned the politics of con-
frontation since the end of cold
war. It has made ce with its
erstwhile enemy the former So-
viet Union and even opened
hotline with Moscow. It's look-
ing forward to having stronger
ties with the United States and
soon open hotline with Wash-
ington as well. It wants peace
and stability because economic
development is its number one

priority. And Eei{ ing's post-
cold war South Asian policy is
also being motivated by the
same considerations. As such
Beijing was happy at the visible
signs of improved relationship
with India after about thirteen
years of frozen ties following
the Sino-Indian war of 1962.
This somewhat improved re-
lationship with India has been
possible due to a number of fac-
tors. First, there has been a
subtle shift in China's South

believes that Beiing's responsi-
ble behaviour in this regard
would be a great boon in its
non-proliferation policy in-
cluding South Asia. Moreover,
it has repeatedly assured India
that its nuclear arsenal is de-
fensive, and its nuclear doc-
trine makes it a m?st unllk;lljr
aggressor to any of its neigh-
bours. In order tz assuage Indi-
a's overt preoccupation with
Beijing's alleged nuclear threat,
it has gone an extra mile. This

Asia icy. It wants to main- has been evidenced when the

tain friendly relations with all then Prime Minister Li PEI;%'

its Seuth Asian: neighbours. ' | dafing-his first guer-visifito Jrv §
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component of that policy
change. In order to keep that
component undisturbed it has
moved away from entangling
into inter-state conflicts,
though it is still considered to
be a trusted and reliable ally by
its smaller South Asian nciFh-
bours. It has even made it clear
to its time-tested ally Pakistan
that it could no longer give any
active support on its con-
tentious issue with India like
that of Kashmir which by the
way has not affected their
friendship. Second. though Bei-
{1115 is quite often accused by
ndia of supplying nuclear
technology to its arch-rival
Pakistan, which both countries
deny. it has been playing a re-
sponsible role in UN's world
wide non-proliferation efforts.
It is a member of IAEA. has
ﬁ:incd MTCR. and signed both
PT and CTBT.

International community

cially mentioned to Indian gov-
ernment that BeLging hagc})ut a
moratorium on the upgradation
of its medium range and inter-
continental ballistic missiles
in its attempts to mitigate In-
dia's perceived threats from
Beijing. These measures were
adopted for the peace and sta-
bility in the region. This is not
to say that India did not recip-
rocate. Both countries have
come a long way after painstak-
ing efforts. Now the situation
has altered dramatically. The
ensuing regional conflict may
compel Beijing to somewhat be-
come actively involved into
major sub-continental con-
flicts. The gathering storm over
India's latest nuclear explo-
sions may suck Beijing, how-
ever unwillingly, right into the
center of that storm.
Obviously. China is not
happy with Lthe recent develop-
ment in India. What then would

be Beijing's likely response?
First, it may have to resume
nuclear testing in order to up-
date its nuclear arsenal. Such
eventuality would indeed be un-
fortunate for South Asia. Sec-
ond, though Beijing has been
aware of its 'enemy image' in
India but having an image is
one thing and being considered
one another matter. Now that
Indian Defense Minister has
branded it as New Delhi's 'en-
emy number one', for whom In-
dia needed the nuclear testing,
Beijing would also feel com-
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would possibly
configuration, informal align-
ment and realignment, alliance
and counter-alliance, in which
India's security, which BJP-led

overnment supposed to be en-
ﬁancing. may be somewhat less
than before.

Why did then the BJP-led
overnment decide to take such
rastic steps in the face of pos-

sible sanctions and condemna-
tions by the international
community as well as risking
the chances of a better and im-
proved relation with China for
which both countries have been
working gainslakingly since
late 1970s? Why did they give up
India's ambiguous nuclear sta-
tus, (now that the explosions
have rested even the shred of
doubts about its advanced nu-
clear programme and capabil-
ity) which could have bargained
for better deal from the interna-
tional community?

The likely reasons for Indi-
a's nuclear explosions may be
ostensibly for its security needs
but the underlying causes are
different. Since forming coali-
tion government, BJP had to di-
lute a number of its ultra-right-
ist election manifesto. Now by

of essential

Asian Security

i nan"llrzﬂ.lg I% +33
chahge AF ﬂlgg_g
power

Turmoil?

try. The opposition BNP and the
seven party amalgam have
made the CHT Accord an impor-
tant focal point of political
grievances in their current
movement against the govern-
ment. To this has been added
many other demands, such as
deteriorating law and order sit-
uation, spiral rise in the prices
oods, economic
and financial debacles, mis-
management in energy and
other sectors, rampant corrup-
tion, etc. CHT Accord and the
relevant Acts of liament ap-
pear to have acted as the last
straw on camel's back.
Optimists as many of us are,
we still feel askance as to
whether this exercise of the
government will really bring
about a lasting peace. People,
indeed, like many other issues
in our society, are divided in
their opinion. There appears a
strong sense of insecurity in the
minds of Bengalee settlers, and
many feel strongly that effer-
tive control of the on from
the capital city would be in
jeopardy, to say the least, and
this could breed similar de-
mand in various places inhab-
ited by other tribals. Even a
section of the tribals are not
happzn they want more; their
a ite will continue to be
etted. Even Chakma King
Devashish Roy declared the
other day that the CHT Accord
marked only the first stage of
the demand for full auto
of the people there. A true and
effective ent am dif-
fering communities can a
lasting one only through evolu-
tion of a consensus or near con-
sensus them. This needs
time and cannot succeed in
haste. The Accord was made in
haste and, therefore, is suspect

of its efficacy and permanence.

going nuclear BJP has been able
to demonstrate the might of the
rightist nationalism. The ex-
plosions have also served a
number of other objectives of
BJP. First, though India cited
the perceived security threats
from China and Pakistan to
justify its nuclear programme,
the main reason has always
been India's search for big
power status. and the present
government's decision has
made that dream comc true.
Nuclear weapons may not be a
currency for military might but
its B]:)ulitical utility is still un-
challenged. It is simply presti-
ﬁlaus to have nuclear weapons.

ow India has that prestige.
And BJP has to be thanked for
it. Second India's bruised na-

restige and ambition to play
international role but could not
use that option becausc they
were allegedly intimidated by
big powers. Now BJP-led gov-
ernment has stood upto a coun-
try like the United States of
America, defied the possible
sanctions against India and in-
timidation by the international
community, and has made In-
dia a nuclear power. This has
indeed satisfied the national
ego. This has been aptly
demonstrated by the jubilant
domestic support, including the
print media, government re-
ceived for its decision, despite
the fact that possible sanctions
by the West would mean tight-
ening of an already tightened
belt. All those a]lc%a ons of
nuclear stockpiling by Beijing
and increased Chinese military
activities in Tibet and Myan-
mar by the Defense Minister
were very timely so that domes-
tic emotion could be aroused. Ely
using ultra-rightist national-
ism, BJP may have enhanced
its political gain but has not
certainly India's security.
Along with it not South Asia's
in general. In sum, India's nu-
clear explosions have cast an
ominous shadow over South
Asian security environment.

Service at the private
hospital-clinics

Sir, Having remained on
shift family duty for two weeks
at a private hospital (3 floors)
in the posh Dhanmondi Resi-
dential Area, | found that the
minimum standard of services
offered leaves much to be de-
sired, perhaps due to absence of
revised state code of practices,
or the same not being enforced
through regular monitoring.
T'{::r:d i:'--i;Ib not a single notice dis-

a the regulating agen
Fu guntagt thcmg# not %a sﬂg
with patient-friendly service.

The patient's team is asked
to do the running about for pro-
cessing the prescribed
medicines, and get all the test
reports. Those services should
be performed by the hospital
administration, with or with-
out advance deposit.

A large number of visitors
create heavy traffic. There is no
arrangement for safe drinking
water. The cabins have no light
signaling system for service or
attention. The technical shifts
are understaffed. Ward/cabin
services is poor.

The family members in at-
tendance have to carry large
sums of cash needed throughout
the day and in the evening for
this and that procurement (I
had to buy a pair of rubber

gloves).

Bus-stop service should be
an option. A professional
(doctors) cannot delegate pro-
fessional responsibility to non-
pro outsiders for ssion of
medicares and test reports, The
clinics should have their own
courier service, and transport

The service is poor but the

bill is rich! The regulators (and
inspectors) must talk to the pa-
tients during surprise visits.

A cltizen
Dhaka
Arms race in the
South

Sir, After the USSR met her
Waterloo in the Cold War the
arms race among the great pow-
ers has unﬂrecedcmly de-
creased. But the proliferation of
conventional and even nuclear
weapons in some of the develop-
ing countries have jeopardised
the security of our planet
formidably. Developing coun-
tries like Israel, India, Pak-
istan and North Korea are now
capable of manufacturing al-
most 100, 60, 10 and 8 nuclear
bombs respectively.

Certainly it is a matter of
grave concern. These countries
are not technologically devel-
oped enough to maintain this
dreadful sophisticated weapons
in their proper form. So, the
risk of Cﬁ:mubyl-likt accident
can no longer be underesti-
mated. Besides, there are a
number of unresolved bilateral
conflicting issues that can be
considered as the prime cata-
lysts behind competitive
building up of armaments be-
tween two actors in conflict,
For instance, tension in Korean
Peninsula is providing fuel
enough to escalate arms race
between India and Pakistan,.

Intensification of bellicosity
and brinkmanship between
these countries may create nu-

clear mayhem causing a great
catastrophe.

No doubt, Xrtssurm are
building up for dismantling nu-
clear weapon progrmame by
different gquarters at interna-
tional level. But unfortunately
all those efforts received little
or no response. They continue
to remain intransigent and
there is a little indication of
withdrawal from their N-op-
tion.

At this critical juncture, it
seems it might be more effective
to become more sincere and se-
rious to resolve those related is-
sues that drive a nation to adopt
nuclear option.

Khalid B Ismat
418/C Khilgaon
Dhaka

How long will
it go on?

* Sir, Bangladesh is a poor
country with a large number of
people. But if these people are
well-educated, the country will
develop in terms of manpower.
Education is the back-bone of a
nation. But if this education is

lluted, there will be nnthigg
eft for the country. About
per cent of our population are
educated though most of them
do not have the ability to sign
their own names.

It is true that some of the
students are meritorious and do
not adapt unfair means in the
examinations halls. But it is a
matter of great sorrow that
question papers are leaked al-

" most every year. So, it brings an

aversion to the students about
the examinations.

As a result, the country suf-
fers in terms of money. But who

will imake up the loss of the stu-
dents? What are their [ault?
Who are the impostors that like
to play with the lives of the in-
nocent students? How long will
it go on?

Md Kabil Uddin
D:ﬁt of English
Jahangirnagar University

Where is the society
going to?

Sir, What is our greatest ex-
tation from our country? To
ive freely without being afraid
of anything or anyone. en |
was young, | used to hear people
say that Bangladesh is a peace-
loving country. In the past few
ars, sex crimes in Bangladesh
ave increased significantly.
The rapes of Yasmeen, Nipa,
Shazneen and many others
have left the citizens in a deep
state of shock. Do you expect
peace to exist in a country
where such crimes are increas-
ing at such a fast rate? How can
one be happy and secure to live
in such a place?

People were shocked to hear
about these crimes, especially
after the brutal murder of
Shazneen. Can you believe that
three-year-olds are being
raped? Who are the people con-
nected with these crimes? Are

‘they insane or something?

Are our people ready to fight
to prevent this from happen-
inFB Many of the people [ know
told me that they were angry
with the fact that Shazneen's
murder got so much coverage.
The reason | do not fully agree
with them is because it was

Shazneen case thatl brought this
type of crime into the limelight
and the intelligent people of so-
ciety felt that our people's safety
is being threatened.

The rally, 'Platform to resist
violence against women’, car-
ried out on Saturday 2nd May
was to raise awareness against
these crimes and to punish such
offenders severely. While this
movement has been moderately
successful, there is doubt in

eople's minds about the
ongevity of this procession.

Arbab Quadri
Dhaka
Bright, but misled

Sir. 1 was under the impres-
sion that in a democratic coun-
1? — like ours — what the Pres-
ident says everyone listens to.
From the outset, the President
had been screaming his voice
hoarse to abolish student ﬁ»oli-
tics, but our politicians have
not shown any interest at all.

Once Dhaka University was
known and admired by most,
now it has turned into a bright-
but-mislead-student’'s grave-
yard. How painful it is to wit-
ness the slow but gradual death
of a fine institute as such.

Masroor Ahmed Deepak
Dhaka

Global economy

Sir, Even in the present age
of free market economy, the
liberalisation of import is
permissible only to the extent
that national economy is not

jeopardised. Incidentally we
may cite two examples here:

1) The US government has
imposed anti-dumping duty to
the tune of 445 per cent on su-
per-computer manufactured by
Japan.

2) Malaysian government
has put a ban on import of
hilsha fish from Bangladesh
due to financial turmoil that
made dollar costlier.

We, therefore, suggest that
the government should impose
high tariff quantity restriction
on the import of finished goods
to protect the interest of our na-
tional economy which has in
the meantime been deeply jeop-
ardised due to liberal import in
the name of global policy of free
market economy.

Abdul Majid
13, Rajani Bose Lane, Dhaka

Let's start a
movement
Sir, 1 want to express my
most profound shock at the

most horrifying death of
Shazneen and wish to convey
my sincerest condolence to her
parents although no words or
deeds today can really console
her nearest family and friends.

Today it is the combined re-
sponsibility of all of us, start a
country-wide movement
against the very precarious law
and order situation and degrad-
ing morality of the people — old

and young.
Adib Reza

6. Pﬂrﬂ%lof-fouse



