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Setback for the Region

India was widely believed to be a screw driver
away from the atom bomb. The three underground
tests she carried out on Monday with a thermonu-
clear device have brought her that close also to a
hydrogen bomb. The stages now left for India to en-
ter the peer Group of Five are weaponisation and
development of a delivery system. The last-named
has already got underway with the test-firing of
Agni, Prithvi and Trishul.

The BJP-led government in India within seven
weeks of coming to power has raised the :Jpectre of
open nuclear rivalry in the region. It is also likely
to fuel the nuclear ambitions of threshold coun-
tries. This is tantamount to stoking nuclear fire
because the so-called logic of striking a balance of
terror with these high kiloton devices could ﬁnve
self-defeating. The nerves on both sides would be so
tense and taut that the fear of being struck down
first could prompt either party to push the button
before the other.

India's hostile neighbour Pakistan has not yet
carried out any atomic tests but is believed to be a
nuclear threshold country. Her firing of Ghouri
missile could have been a provocation for India but
hardly enough to {ustt a nuclear re-testing
bravado. Pakistan will be spurred on now to go the
Indian way. Given the non-pacific track-record in
the relations of the two countries, a manifest nu-
clear race between them has all but begun. We do
not see how this can be stopped especially when
the interminable process of dialogue between the
two countries might come to a grinding halt.

We think the whole regional atmosphere has
been vitiated by a fell stroke. We question the BJP
government's wisdom in ¢ ng out the tests af-
ter a lapse of 24 years since the first series were
conducted testifying to India's nuclear capability
allright. This is a setback for the process of coop-
eration in South Asia based on the concept of peace-
ful coexistence among the member-states of SAARC.

There has been an interesting build-up to this
baffling episode. Indian Defence Minister George
Fernandes had been mincing no words for some
time to declare China as the first threat to India af-
ter Pakistan. This bore a link to his allegations
that China helped Pakistan with the missile tech-
. nology to test-fire Ghouri. BJP's display of ultrana-
tionalist flair so early in the day needs to be
watched more closely in the coming months.

Our sole concern is to stave off a new escalation
in nuclear arms race.

Extortionists at Large

Entering one’s newly bought house is usually a
fond memory. But not for Mohammad Ali and his
family. Refused and angry extortionists at city's
Gulshan area have sent the whole family to the
hospital with Ali's fatally injured wife in real bad
shape .

Deals specially those involving purchase and

ssession of land or house have become particu-
arly hazardous. Whether you have come from

somewhere else to start living or you are about to -

pull up the stakes from a particular area, you have
to pay the local anti-socials their ‘taxes’ — that is
the order of the day.

Going to the law enforcing agent:ﬁ is almost in-
variably of no help in matters like these. The
problem is two-pronged with the men in uniform.
Usually police and these extortionists enjoy excel-
lent relationship based on mutual benefit. So more

often than not they don’t bother to listen to the vic-
tims. In fact, in many cases seeking help from po-
lice proves a much costlier exercise.

Then there is political patronage of the crimi-
nals which not only makes it difficult to enforce
law but also gives the corrupt members in police a
chance to make light of their professional obliga-
tions. Police would not nab the criminals sayin
they are ‘highly connected’. Those who attacke
Ali and his family are allegedly linked with the
ruling party. This probably explains why they were
roaming freely even after such a widely publicised
murderous attack.

Besides, police's tardy operational tradition is a
great handicap in tackling problems like this. It
will get a move on only after something has hap-
pened. No matter how desperately one implores for
measures to preempt possible strikes, police sel-
dom pay heed. Let it happen then we shall see
seems to be the eternal motto. In most cases the po-
lice's role is relegated to that of a ‘clearer’ than a
protector after the worst has happened.

Authorities need to sensitise the law enforcing
agency immediately to this problem which is as-
suming epidemic Emportiﬂns. Things have already
turned considerably bad for law abiding citizens
with a conscience to put up with. Allowing it to
worsen further will throw the society into com-
plete chaos.

A Norm Turns Example

This is apparently the age of aberration. Ev-
erywhere there seems to be a race to tamper with
rules; to bury ethics; or to destroy norms. But not
Reboti Mohun High School, a little known educa-
tional institution in Siddhirganj, Narayanganj.
At a time when the whole country was drowned in
the sickening report of question leakage and
widespread copying, this quiet exam centre
showed refreshing resilience in upholding the
standard of evaluative system.

In the just concluded SSC examination, not one
candidate was expelled from here. Rather expul-
sion was not required. Because no one had the
chance to adopt unfair means. Much to our admi-
ration, Reboti Mohun High School stood against
the wind with its unfancied head towering above
many others.

According to the report of a national daily, the
school owes this feat to one Giasuddin, a former
Upazila chairman. Prior to the exam he convened
meeting with the local units of major political
parties and formed a group of volunteers who in
tandem with the law enforcing agency and district
administration screened the examinees and main-
tained vigil outside the hall through the exam
hours to make sure there was no external assis-
tance. With all kinds of external interference effec-
tively taken care of and examinees exorcised of
any unfair intention and means whatsoever,
maintaining order inside the halls was a relatively
Eﬂﬂ job for the invigilators.

ats off to Gilasuddin without whose pioneering
effort Reboti Mohun High School too could have
easily joined the bandwagon of smutted exam cen-
tres. But the downside is probably we have already
slipped too far down the slope to glorify on in-

stance that should have been the rule and not an
exception.
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About a Letter, a Statement

‘and

Why the women community parades in the streets of the capital city claiming that this country is a paradise

a Commitment

==
w

for rapists, child lifters, child molesters? What is the meaning of Premier's commitment to rule of law or
accountability to Samias who are unable to breathe safely, dream of a rewarding life and able to love the

country with a non-bleeding heart?

HIS articleis about a
letter, a statement and a
commitment — pub-
lished in the newspapers on
Monday last. The letter, written
by one Samia Islam, an A-level
student, was published in The
Daily Star. The statement,
made by the Vice-Chancellor of
Dhaka Univer&il?, was
ublished in The y Ittefaq.

d the commitment, expressed
by the Prime Minister, was
carried in most newspapers.

The student is unsure of her
life and liberty, the educational
administrator ap s to be a
hostage in the hands of terror-
ists, and the chief executive of
the country reiterates her
commitment to democracy, rule
of law and accountability. Ob-
viously, they represent differ-
ent layers of the society and
perhaps, different stratums of

r structures of the country.
t is little surprising that th
perceptions of the society's
problems will be different as
well,

Let's begin with the student —
a teenage girl — who wrote about
her "utter hatred and disgust”
with the living in a country
which a ntly is "a paradise
for l:hilcr iifteru. child molesters
and rapists" and where even "a
two year old girl cannot live in
safety." She wonders, how the
politicians can claim that the
country is running smoothly in
a situation where teenage girls
like her live in utter fear
unerring shakiness and unease
because of all pervasive law-
lessness.

She also questions the in-
tegrity of a senior American
diplomat, who recently de-
scribed Bangladesh as a role
model for the developing coun-
tries. She is at a loss to under-
stand how a country that can-
not save a two-year-old child
from rapists could be a role
model for others. She is also
not so sure whether she, and
others like her, will find protec-
tion of law and order, before it

OU may win battles but
you can lose the war. This
may be a cliche. But it
needs repetition in the context
of Kashmir. Ne¢o t, ‘New

. Delhi has rolled back;militancy,

to less than half a dozen
Eggkcls. The 63 groups hawve

n reduced to three. Bunkers
are fewer than before and
soldiers are generally not
visible on the streets.

Equally pleasant sight is the
return of life, if not confidence.
Bazars in Srinagar are full of
people. Shops are loaded with
goods. The Boulevard is ga]y
with boys and bareheaded girls
without any fear of fundamen-
talists. Moghul gardens are
once again blooming with flow-
ers and visitors.

Yet the people's mood is sour.
Their alienation has not de-
creased in any way. They con-
tinue to be distant from India. If
they are going about normally,
it is EFFHFEM that they are
taking lite as it comes. Frankly
sﬁcaking. they are tired. Some-
thing within them has died.
They have seen murder and
worse, They want to be left
alone.

In the last 10 years, they
have undergone untold suffer-
ings. There is hardly a I'amig'
which has not lost a near an
dear one. Hundreds of people
are still going from pillar to
post to inquire about the miss-
ing relatives. Interrogation cen-
tres are the same old torture
chambers. Many recall nostal-
gically the past when the valley
would be agog to receive
tourists. And then they pose the
question which they have posed
again and again in recent
months: What did they get from
the sacrifices they have made?

is too late, before she is deep in-
side a gutter,

Of course, it would be wrong
to conclude that all teenagers
like Samia are thinking in the
same web length or mental fre-
quency levels. All are, of course,
not as "disgusted” with the state
of affairs in the country as she
apparently is. But can anybody
deny the level of helplessness,
uninhibited innocence or cry
for sheer protection that had
been through the mind
of this teenage girl? What the
society has done lately to con-
vince her that all is not wrong
around her and that cries of her
and others like her will not end
up in wilderness?

might be watching them.
ow the statement of the
Vice-Chancellor. The Ittefaq
report suggests that while ad-
dressing a seminar in the city
on "Student Politics and Ter-
rorism,” he  stated that only
about 20 terrorists — having
links with high-ups — were
holding the Dhaka University
as a hostage. In a normal situa-
tion, such a statement from the
Vice-Chancellor of Dhaka Uni-
versity could create a furor all
over the country. But such is the
state of the nation today that
few seem to bother about it —
everything seems to be normal
all around.
The question is, if only 20

Samia's comment about the
comment of an American
diplomat that Bangladesh can
be a role model for developing
countries also deserves serious
attention. Although Samia may
not be old enough to understand
the intricacies or pleasantries
of diplomacy, she appears to
have understood it quite well
that it must have been a joke.
What she apparently does not
understand is that even such
farcical statements do receive
extensive coverage in our coun-
Lry.
r}rﬂf course, the state propa-
ganda machinery had been
more enthusiastic than others
in making the point that the
concerned diplomat meant
what he said. Obviously,
neither the concerned diplomat
nor the media or the state
machineries realised that there
are some Samias out there who

terrorists were at the root of all
untoward activities in the cam-
pus and if the VC knows the ter-
rorists, why is he not takin
appropriate actions agains
them? If the university remains
under effective command of the
20 or so terrorists and nothing
can be done against them, what
purpose the serves by cling-
ing to that position? Eve dy
knows this VC had been an ad-
viser to the ruling party for a
long time and he apparently
has access to the highest level of
rmment. Why does he, then,

eel so helpless in the hands of
terrorists

More importantly, how
hundreds and thousands of
Samias can enter the universi
knowing fully well that the V
is incapable of protecting the
interests of the common stu-
dents and dispensing other re-
sponsibilities of the university

independently and neutrally?

How the Samias can feel secure’

in a campus where those who
create chaos, resort to gun bat-
tles, collect tolls and terrorise
normal life, are protected by the
high-ups of the society? And if
Samias are insecure at home, at
school, at work place, don't th
have the right to feel dis :axt:cir
with the society, with the na-
tion?

Finally, the commitment of
the Prime Minister. She was
speaking at a seminar on
"Democracy, Rule of Law and
Accountability” in the city. Re-
ports suggest that the Premier
reiterated her commitment to
democracy, rule of law and even
to accountability by proudly
mentioning that her govern-
ment repealed the Indemnity
Act. She, however, didn't men-
tion how the infamous Special
Powers Act 1974 — that empow-
ers the government to pick up
anybody at any time from any-
where in the country — fits into
the framework of her democ-
racy.

The question is, if the Pre-
mier remains committed to rule
of law, why then Samias are
sending SOS signals in the
newspapers for the safety of
their sons, lives and inno-
cence? Why then, the VC of
Dhaka University, who is an
ardent m;ipurt:r of her party,
cannot take action against a
handful of terrorists? the
parents live in a constant fear —
every day, every moment, all
over the country — for the safety
of their offsprings? Why the
women community parades in
the streets of the capital city
claiming that this country is a

aradise for rapists, child
ifters, child molesters? What is
the meaning of Premier's com-
mitment to rule of law or ac-
countability to Samias who are
unable to breathe safely, dream
of a rewarding life and able to
love the country with a non-
bleeding heart?

On the Threshold of |

a Nuclear Race
by Dr F H Chowdhury

HE declaration by the In-

T dian PM of explosion of
three nuclear devices and
most importantly the thermo-
nuclear test in the deserts of
Rajasthan, has heightened the
erpetual rivalry and tension
tween Indian and Pakistan,
the two belligerent nations in
the sub-continent. It was not
quite unexpected that the leader
of a reactionary coalition
government in power in India
would surprise the nation with
something spectacular. The
world capitals reacted quite
vehemently to it and
condemned it roundly. India’s
neighbour, Pakistan, has
reacted angrily at it and asked
the UN {for imposition of
sanctions against India. India
has tried to assuage the world
that there was no release of
radio-activity and that it would

eventually lead to global
elimination of the nuclear
weapons.

India has refrained from
signing the nuclear non-prolif-
eration treaty in order first to
have attained nuclear capabil-
ity. The present BJP-led coali-
tion government will not give
in to the world pressure. Al-
though it is fair to say that all
the major nuclear countries
have been testing their devices
and updating them all the time,
as claimed by the former Indian
Premier, IK 131*31, in an inter-
view with BBC. Benazeer
Bhutto, Pakistan's ex-Premier,
has asked the Pakistan gov-
ernment to activate, what she
called its contingency plan for
the nuclear tests in direct re-
sponse to India's and thereby

e nuclear race in the sub-con-
tinent would have begun with-
out a shadow of doubt.

For a region in Asia which
remained so unstable for the
most of the last five decades,
this does not augur well. With
the political upheavals and the
insurgencies in the neighbour-
ing Sri Lanka, Myanmar and

anistan, this ifresh nuclear
race will destabilise the whole
area. United States's prompt
condemnation of it and the
threat of possible economic
sanctions will further aggra-
vate the already deteriorating

situation. President Clinton
was clearly disappointed and
this might have put his planned
visits to the sub-continent into
jeopardy.

The major nuclear powers,

-the US, the UK, France, Russia

and China have been at logger-
heads as to how to get the world

nuclear weapons free. Since the
signing of the last nuclear
treaty, many smaller countries
on the threshold of nuclear ca-
pability have refrained from
signing the treaty. Many of
them have expressed their clear
intention first to have attained
the nuclear capability before
they have signed the non-pro-
liferation treaty... It seems that
they want to make the world
free from the nuclear weapons
from the position of strength
and loathe to be dictated by the
established nuclear powers.

. It is an irony that at a time
when the Sudan is facing an
acute faime through civil war
within the country and Niger is
experiencing grim paucity of
health care provisions, In-
donesia is facing a near civil
war situation, the two most
populous nations of the Indian
sub-continent should engage
themselves in an expensive nu-
clear arms race to the detriment
of the economic well-being of
their peoples. It is the preroga-
tive of the United Nations to
appeal to these determined na-
tions to refrain from armin
themselves to their teeth an
threaten each other with nu-
clear wnaﬁona, The UN Security
Council should summon an ur-

ent meeting of its members to

scuss the situation to save the
region from the potential nu-
clear disaster.

The nuclear tests should
only be carried out for peaceful
gurpnm and -the UN Atomic

ner Commission should
have access to all the sites
of nuclear activities of all the
nuclear powers with a view to
ridding the world of all the
dreadful nuclear weapons in
stages. The nuclear research ac-
tivities should be concentrated
on and confined in the fields of
energy, power and medicinal
uses once and for all.

Winning Battles, Losing the War

Probably, New Delhi's worst defeat has been in the political field. An elected government was expected to set
info motion a process of reconciliation. It is not vet there. Instead, the MLAs are generally afraid to
go into the field.

e ————
j R

the Hurriyat, the Jamiat-e-Is-

lami ‘and othér organisations -

fail to move them any more.
“That is the reason why there
are not even 200 people when
there is an exhortation for
taking out a procession,” says a
leading editor in Srinagar. A
call for hartal is ignored. No-
ticeably, no party could organ-
ise a bandh when the state gov-
ernment opened its offices in
Srinagar early this month.
This is an indication of the
several battles New Delhi has
won. But it is retreating rapidl
on the human rights front. An
this may make the proverbial
saying of losing the war come
true. The men in khaki,
whether from the state or the
Centre, lay down the law. They
are arrogant in deportment and
rude in behaviour. So much so
that a remark to a rash driver
to slow down the vehicle's speed

brought wrath against a press
photographer. who is still in
plaate];*irf am reminded of a
poem amous Urdu t, Faiz
Ahmed Faiz: goe
Nisar main teri galyon ke, ai
watan ke jahan/ Chali hai
rasam ke ko | na sar uthake
chale/ Jo ko I chahane-wala
tawaf ko nikele/ Nazar churake
chale, jism-o-jan bachake
chale;/ Hai ahl-i-dil ke liye ab
ye nazam-e-bast-o-kushad/ Ke
sang o khisht muqaiyad hain
aur sag azad... (May | be a sacri-
fice to your streets, o father-
land, where it has become a cus-
tom that none shall go with

All the shouts or appeals 't.:ay'.r'-ﬂlifl:r& 'hﬂud alm:l that'a

who comes: out on' Iir-lmage
must go' with furtive ‘look, go in
fear of body and life; Applied to
the ple of heart now there is
this method of Administration,
That stones and bricks are
locked up, and dogs free..)
Hundreds of people have
been picked up by the authori-
ties without any explanation.
Even the court's order for the re-
lease has no effect. The Kash-
mir Bar Association has tabu-
lated the number of missing
persons. It averaged 200 a

niy fover

yout claim are an imtegral part
of your nation.

All’
Special Operation Group (SOG),
nicknamed as Special Ch;-%y
Group. The group goes out of the
way to "harass” relations and
friends of a 'suspect’. It is inhu-
man in its punishment. And
there are allegations of corrup-
tion against it. Chief secretary
Ashok Jaitley says that the
state has constituted Human
Rights Commission, headed by
a retired judge, for the redressal
of complaints by victims. Chief

" BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi -

month in 1997 and 255 in the
first three months of 1998, Cus-
todial deaths last year were 588,
according to the Bar. Instances
of some missing. someone get-
ting electric shock or someone
receiving merciless thrashing
are so many that after hearing
the complaints for sometime
you become numb. Incidents be-
come numbers and the victims
a subject. And when you are told
how 5 Hamid, a political ac-
tivist, was brought out of his
house around midnight last
month and shot dead at point
blank range, you give up in de-
spair. Yet you realise that you
cannot abandon the people who

Minister Abdullah feels help-
less. He says he follows the in-
cidents brought to his notice. "I
do not come to know all,” he
says.

“The gun is not an answer to
our problems,” admits Shahid-
ul-Islam, who was supreme
commander of Hizbullah, a pro-
Pakistan militant outfit. In the
last nine years, he celebrated
the Idd with his family mem-
bers for the first time., Shabir
Shah, a Kashmiri leader, who is
in the midst of floating a politi-
cal party, says he never believed
in violence from the beginning.
Many young boys, who were
once committed militants, feel

put the blame on the -

the 'futility of. kiling. 'Indeed,
an a Kashmiri has turned
his back on militan
even stopped giving refuge to
militants. Some go to the extent
of informing the authorities if
they spot them. The number of
locals joining them is lessening
day by day. According to top of-
ficials at Srinagar, there is
"practically no response in the
valley to militants, who are
now coming mostly from across
the border.” "The Jammu region
still provides them with 15 to
20 per cent locals,” say the offi-
cials at Jammu.

The Hurriyat does not join
issue on this point. Its claim is
that the militancy is "below the
surface at present.” Signifi-
cantly, it does not talk about
Jammu or Ladakh. But then it
does not even talk about the
Kashmiriyat. Moderate Yasin
Malik, like the outgoing presi-
dent, Omar Farooq, is an odd
person in the party. "But it is
policy. not the person who
matters.” says Yasin, while ex-
plaining why he did not leave
the Hurriyat when the hard-
liner Sayed Ali Gillani became
its head.

The lts-.s.f':run,éI of Hurriyat's
credibility and the decrease in
the militants' sweep should
have made New Dtlﬁi happy.
But this is not so because of sev-
eral factors. One is the difficult
terrain along the Chenab,
within the whispering distance
from Pakistan, which has come
alive. Militants are operating
here, with all the assistance

-of Jammu, _
met .al .Riasi, . 55 kilometres -

-

cy. He has '

and guidance from the other
side. This is the area where the
Hindus feel insecure and some
of them have migrated follow-

Paranpur,in, the upper reaches
e few migrants |

from Jammu, are reluctant to
go back.

Another factor is mistrust.
This has not only increased the

“ing the recent killings at.

cleavage between Kashmir and

Jammu but has also created

more distance between Muslims

and Hindus. For the first time
since independence, the BJP

has won all the Hindu-majority

assembly and parliament seats
in the Jammu region. Neither
the Muslims in Kashmir shed
tears over the travails of people
in Jammu nor do the Hindus in
Jammu sympathise with the
Kashmiris over the excesses
committed in valley. Linking
the two regions emotionally is a
big problem, which the gov-
ernments at Srinagar and New

Delhi continue to underesti-
mate.

Probably, New Delhi's worst
defeat has been in the political
field. An elected government

was expected to set into motion
a process of reconciliation. It is
not yet there. Instead, the MLAs
are generally afraid to go into
the field. People feel let down
because roads are full of pot-
holes as before. No doctor or

- teacher goes to the countryside,

Unemployment is rampant.
Conditions are no better than
before. The administration is
gfnerallﬁ lax and corrupt.
"From where do | get officers?"
says the chief secretary. Things
went haywire during the Gover-
nor's rufe is the general belief.

Education Minister
responds

Sir, I read with interest and
astonishment the article enti-
tled "Crisis in BUET: Is the Au-
tonomy of Educational Institu-
tions at Peril?" by Mr M M
Rezaul Karim in your daily of
May 7, 1998, which was brought
to my notice today.

is intellectual attainment
notwithstanding, 1 feel that Mr
Karim could have got the facts
rlﬁhl before offering comments,
| had narrated the Chronologi-
cal events in the press confer-
ence of 5 May, so | don't need to
delve into it again. The princi-
pal point at issue was the legal
authority of the Chancellor. Al-
though as the Chancellor of the
BUET, the Hon'ble Prime Min-
ister had full legal authority,
she chose not to exercise it
issuing commands but had pre-
ferred and chose to settle the is-
sue through dialogue with all
the stake-holders concerned.
This was in the true spirit of
democratic norms of working
out a consensus. The gentle-
men's agreement reached
through this consensus was
broken by the BUET authori-
ties. That was the crux of the
problem: not "naked interfer-
ence and glaring pressure tac-
tics" as Mr M ul Karim
puts it. In fact when around
midnight, following the con-
sensus reached through the
ood offices of the Hon'ble
me Minister (the Chancellor)
in the evening of 23 March, |
could persuade the boys and

girls of the Architecture De-
partment of BUET to discon-
tinue the hunger strike, the
Vice-Chancellor who was pre-
sent there, had thanked the
Hon'ble Prime Minister and me
for the effort! One should re-
member that the hunger strike
was not against the government
but was actually directed
against the BUET authorities.
That honest intervention.
which Mr Karim calls "gross in-
terference” had enabled the
BUET authorities to hold the
admission tests on 28 March on
schedule and peacefully.

Mr Karim's comment that
‘'no one made that allegation”
about the pressure on the Vice-
Chancellor to resign is miscon-
ceived. There was a direct ques-
tion to me during the press con-
ference about such an allega-
tion, hence my reply. Mr Karim,
who was not present at the press
conference should have tried to
learn the facts.

Mr Karim says that the Vice-
Chancellor "is not a BNP sym-

athiser as alleged” Mr Karim
ing an active member of BNP
— he is a member of BNP's advi-
sory council — should know bet-
ter. But the point is that no one
had made this point, except as a
reference to the Vice-Chancel-
lor's past association. |1 was not
being “clever” as Mr Karim puts
it. 1 was being honest and
straightforward.
iIs point was clarified
again through a press statement
ublished on 9-5-1998. What 1
ad said was that I should NOT
give political colour to the Vice-

Chancellor's action as there
was NO proof that he was politi-
cally motivated. The point was
originally made in reply to a
specific question on that issue
by a member of the honourable
press.

I strongly believe that with
his background., Mr Karim
should be an asset to his party,
the BNP. I honestly feel that he
and others like him in that
party must try to see that the
political atmosphere in the
country is not vitiated by a state
of constant and combative hos-
tility among the political par-
ties, but that an environment of
tolerance and mutual trust is
created among them and that
critically important decisions
on social, economic and politi-
cal issues are taken on the basis
of dialogue and consensus and
has been repeatedly called upon
by the Hon'ble Prime Minister.

ASHK Sadique, MP
Minister for Education
People's Republic of Bangladesh

Currency notes:
Colour confusion

Sir, With the introduction of
the new 10 taka currency note
of green colour, the old 20 taka
note of similar colour may be
withdrawn, and reissued with a
new contrasting colour scheme.

Similarly the 10 and 50 taka
notes are confused in a hurry in
weak (and sodium) light or due
to weak eyesight, as the colour

contrast is not much. There are
also design limitations for
blind users. These regulations
cannot be tampered with easily.

AZ
Dhaka

No, it's not the
satellite TV

Sir, | agree with A-B-Deshi
(3.4.98). Our society is not going
to dogs because of satellite TV,
Men like the ones who violated
Tania and Moushumi do not
watch cable TV. Our society is to
blame. In our society, especially
among the poor and the illiter-
ate, sons are treated like little
gods by parents, sisters and
near relatives.

They are never disciplined,
taught to respect others, taught
any useful work. Most of them

row up watching their fathers

eat and humiliate their moth-
ers, if they have fathers at all.
What is such a son going to be
when he is an adult? An illiter-
ate, unfeeling, uncaring indi-
vidual with an inflated ego and
no training in any useful trade.
He's going to beat his wife and
children, remarry for money
and then leave them.

At worst, he'll turn criminal
and rage children because he
has no feeling, morals or re-
morse, and little girls have no
voice in our brutal society, and
because he knows there is no
punishment. Aud he'll get all
the encouriygent watching

our Bangla movies which fea-
ture at least one
graphic/suggested rape per plot.
So what if cable TV is with-
drawn?

A Reader
Dhaka

Taxes to coffer

and tax net

Sir. We have read the edito-
rial titled "Getting the Taxes to
Cofler” and a news item "Gowvt.
officials likely to be brought
under tax net" on the 27th
April, 1998,

We know that all blames are
on tax collectors. But the prob-
lem is that there are square
nuts in a round hole. So, who
will bell the cat?

As regards tax on the gov-
ernment officials, it is stated
that at present the government
officials are getting 60 per cent
of their basic pay and other
benefits as on gﬂfﬁfﬂﬁ. They
will get all benefits from
1/7/99. So, they will pay tax
from year 2000.

As regards VDIS of India, we
are not hopeful. Because, there
are shortage of suiply of money
due to share market, loan de-
faulters and low income of the
people. Therefore, we have to
extend our tax net and per
capita income.

M Ali
Dhaka
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Shazneen: The Titanic
Loss to Bear

It is now all over on earth
Remembering how to console
And how to express deepest
SOITOwWS
To the bereaved in mouring
Terrible consequences of
murder
Embrace all of the Titanic loss
For her parents to bear in their
lives
Love of strangers both at home
and abroad
Always indicates a living girl in
the dead
Only to reduce the inner ag-
onies, SOITOWS
And grief of the bereaved
In the years ahead.
Millions of fathers, mothers,
brothers
And sisters could be sure
When God wishes to end the
Killer's envy
Without questioning.
Shazneen will never fade away
Her life is inherent in matter
Making the heart and mind
As well as the body rebuilt
By way of discovery in real life
If I had divine power
| would keep her in good shape
To overcome the Titanic loss to
bear.

Abul Ashraf Noor

Uttara, Dhaka




