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Polls in 138

pourasavas
1n Sept

Chief Election Commis-
sioner Abu Hena yesterday said
barring a few untoward inci-
dents, the last Union Parishad
elections were held in a free,
fair an{:sggaceful atmosphere,
reports 3.

Addressing a day-long work-
shop on 'Evaluation ol post-
Union Parishad elections'. Abu
Hena said the main feature of
that elections was the partici-
pation of nearly 84 per cent vot-
ers including a large number of
women voters,

The CEC said that measures
were being taken to hold elec-
tions in 138 pourasavas, in-
cluding 55 new ones, in the first
week of September as per the
clause of the recently amended
Pourasava Ordinance.

Besides, he said, the terms of
the country's four city corpora-
tions will end by the end of next
year and elections in the four
cities will have to be completed
within the stipulated time.

The workshop was held in
the auditorium of Bangladesh
Institute of Administration and
Management in the city.

Abu Hena said all political
parties, including the ruling
and the opposition, had ren-
dered all-out cooperation to the
Election Commission to make
the Union Parishad elections a
sSuccess.

Abu Hena also said that
measures have also been taken
to hand over identity cards to
voters by May next year and
added that 33 per cent of such
cards had already been pre-

He asked the officials con-
cerned to ensure the distribu-
tion of all cards timely.

Thanks-giving
motion on
President’s

speech adopted

Parliament yesterday adop-
ted a motion giving thanks to
President Shahabuddin Ahmed
for his s h in the House on
Janu 14, reporis UNB.

The thanks-giving motion
on the President's speech,
moved by Chief Whip Abul Has-
nat Abdullah, was ado;:ltt-.d by

‘the House last might thro
voice vote.
Some 1635 amendments

proposals of seven lawmakers,
six, from BNP and one from
Jatiya Party, were placed on the
President's address, but those
were not J_plat:ed in parliament
as none of them were present.
The MPs were Md Mashiur
Rahman, Jafrul Islam Chowd-
hury, Sarwar Jamal Mizan,
Gazi Mohammad Shahajahan,
Ziaul Huq Zia and Goutam
Chakravarty of BNP and Kazi
Shah Mofazzal Hossain
(Kaikobad) of Jatiya Party.
Jafrul Islam Chowdhur

placed the highest 362 amend-
ments.

Rowdyism in JS

Speaker warns
MPs, takes

no action

By Staff Correspondent

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury yesterday gave a
warning to the members of par-
liament who were involved in
rowdyism in the Jatiya
Sangsad on April 15 to "refrain
from unparliamentary activi-
ties that dishonour the House in
future.”

In his ruling in the House,
the Speaker said no punitive ac-
tion was taken against the MPs
concerned as "parliamentary
culture has not flourished in
the country. The decision in
this regard was taken at a meet-
ing of the Business Advisory
Comimittee on May 10, he said.

On April 15, some BNP law-
makers hurled paper missiles
and abuses at the Speaker and
damaged television cameras
while protesting denial of the

See Page 12 Col 8
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AL MPs head 34, JP one, BNP none

21 JS standing bodies

The Jativa Sangsad yester-
day formed 21 parliamentary
standing committees and re-
constituted 14 others with the
main opposition party, BNP,
remaining absent from the pro-
ceedings of the House.

The committees were pro-
posed by Chief Whip Abul Has-
nat Abdullah as the session re-
sumed yesterday morning after
a five-day recess.

All these 35 parliamentary
bodies are to deal with various
ministries of the government.

Of these, 14 committees were
formed earlier on November 16,
1997 keeping position vacant to
accommodate BNP lawmakers.
The committees were reconsti-
tuted as BNP did not give names
of its lawmakers.

Each committee comprised
10 members including one
chairman. This is for the first

By Staff Correspondent

time in the parliamentary his-
tory of Bangladesh that the
chairman of parliamentary
committees were chosen from
non-minister MPs to ensure
transparency and accountabil-
ity in the functioning of the
committees. Article 247 of the
JS Rules of Procedure was

See lists on page 5

amended earlier to pave the way
of making non-minister MPs
chairman of the committees.
Earlier, ministers used to be ex-
officio chairman of the JS
committees.

Chairman of 34 committees
were made from Awami League,
one from Jatiya Party and none
from BNP.

Earlier on May 3, the day
BNP walked out of the Jatiya
Sangsad, a list of 113 names

formed, 14 recast

was forwarded by Opposition
Chiel Whip Khandakar Delwar
Hossain to Chief Whip Abul
Hasnat Abdullah. Of those, 110
were accommodated in the 35
committees. Mentionably, of
113 lawmakers belunglnﬁ'{tu
BNP, one — Dr Ehteshamul Haq
Nasim Biswas — died recently
and two others — Dr Alauddin
and Hasibur Rahman Swapan —

joined the ‘government ol con-

sensus’,

All the 33 JP legislatoys ex-
cept one — Shahadat Hossain —
were accommodated in these
parliamentary standing com-
mittees. Besides, the lone MP
from Islami Oikya Jote (10J),
Golam Sarwar Hiru. was also
made member of one commit-
tee. The rest of the members of
the 35 committees were from
Awami League.

See Page 12 Col 7
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sad and BNP Chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia

and her party MPs observed a day-long hunger strike at Paltan Maidan in the city yester-

day.

BNP chief and Leader of the
Opposition in parliament Be-
gum Khaleda Zia alongwith 93

arty MPs and some central
eaders yesterday observed a
day-long hunger strike at the
city's Paltan Maidan demand-
ing scrapping of the CHT accord
and the bills passed for its im-
plementation.

At the end of the hunger
strike, lasting for more than
ten hours from at 8:05 am, Be-
gum Zia announced that her

arty would start a long-march
rom the capital towards the
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) on
June 9 and organise token
hunger strike at all the districts
on May 20 to press their de-
mand.

The BNP has 110 MPs in the
Jatiya Sangsad. The non-MP
central leaders whﬂdjnintd the
hunger strike included Abdus

Salam Talukdar. Matin
Chowdhury, Tanvir Ahmed
Siddiki, Khandaker Mah-

bubuddin and R A Ghani,

BNFP lawmakers who did not
participate in the hunger strike
include M Saifur Rahman, Dr
Khandakar Mosharraf Hossain
and Salahuddin Kader Choud-
hury.

During the hunger strike
BNP lawmaker Ruhul Kuddus
Talukdar Dulu tore and burnt a
copy of the CHT agreement
amid slogans by party workers

By Staft Correspondent

and supporters.

The peaceful protest pro-
gramme drew thousands of viei-
tors throughout the day. Besides
opposition politicians, mem-
bers of different professional
groups including university
teachers, doctors, engineers,
journalists, lawyers, perform-
ing artists and poets visited the
hunger-striking MPs and ex-
pressed their solidarity with
their demand.

In the afternoon, the gather-
ing at the venue turmed into a

2 more trains
derail

LALMONIRHAT, May 12:
Two more train accidents oc-
curred in the country's western
zone this morning, reports
UNB.

A Dinajpur-bound passenger
train (432 down) coming from
Panchagarh ran off the track
near Mongalpur Station in be-
tween Panchagarh and Par-
batipur stations at dawn. No ca-
sualty was reported.

Three wagons of the train
were severely damaged in the
mishap,

Three hours before the acci-
dent, a goods train derailedl
near Parbatipur Rail Station
while shunting on the line.

. cluded her spe

— Star photo

Long march towards CHT
on June 10: Khaleda

large public rally as BNP work-
ers and supporters from differ-
ent parts ol the cily thronged
there.

Besides Khaleda Zia. 53 of
the hunger striking lawmakers
addressed the rally. As many as
50 others including leaders ol
BNP and its front organisations
also spoke on the occasion.

In the middle of the
marathon speeches, parod
songs criticising the CHT acco
and the government of Sheikh
Hasina, patriotic songs and
poems were also rendered to
cheer up the crowd.

A U-shape huge pandal and a
large stage under it were erected
at the soulh end of the Paltan
Maidan. The BNP MPs re-
mained sitting on chairs on thLe
stage with a long banner and

riraits of late President Ziaur

hman and,Khaleda Zia hu

behind them. At both sides o
the stage, several hundred
chairs were kept for the party-
men Lo sit on. Banners and fes-
toons inscribed with various
demands including repeal of the
CHT accord and the bills were
hung in the pandal in front of
the stage, a National Flag and
several BNP flags were kept
hoisted.

Soon after Khaleda Zia con-
ech, Mother of
Joynal, a BNP activist killed in

See Page 12 Col ]
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China, other major powers condemn Indian N-tests

Clinton pledges tough sanctions

WASHINGTON, May 12:
President Bill Clinton pledged
today to "implement fully”
tough sanctions on India for its
surprise underground nuclear
test, which he described as a de-
flant threat to global security,
report agencies.

China, Russia, Japan and
the European Union joined the
United States and other Western
nations in condemning India
and some recalled their am-
bassadors or threatened to
freeze economic aid.

In a news conference, Clir:-
ton called on New Delhi to an-
nounce a freeze on further tests
and to sign the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty, and he urged
its neighbours not to follow suit
with nuclear tests of their own.

"Our laws have very strin-
Ecnt provisions signed into law

y me in 1994 in response to
nuclear tests by non-nuclear
states. | intend to implement
them fully,” he said.

'l want to make it very, ve
clear that | am deeply distur
by the nuclear test India has

conducted,” Clinton said. “The
United States strongly opposes
any new nuclear testing.’

"This action by India not
only threatens the stability of
the region, it directly chal-
lenges the firm international
consensus to stop the prolifera-
tion of weapons of mass de-
struction.”

"l call on India to announce

More stories on page 8

it will conduct no further tests
and sign the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty now and with-
out conditions. | also call on
India's neighbours not to follow
suit, not follow down the path
of a dangerous arms race,” he
said.

The US administration to-
day recalled its ambassador to
India for consultations in
Washington.

But Clinton won't cancel a
planned visit to India later this
year, a senfor US official said.

"Our plans remain un-
changed, I think it remains im-

portant that we continue our

dialogue with Pakistan, with
India,” National Security Ad-

viser Sandy Berger said, 'we

don't plan to change our plans.’
China is

cerned” aboul the tests,

Ministry spokesman

Bangzao said on the national

state-run evening television
See Page 12 Col 4
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Donors urge govt at review meeting

Speed up reforms, privatisation
of SOEs and curb corruption

The donors ur the gov-
ernment to speed up adminis-
trative and financial sector re-

lorms and privatisation of the
state-o enterprises (SOEs),
in the day-long consultative
meeting vesterday.

They also reiterated the need
for urgency in policy-making so
that laster progress could be
achieved ar.u:f1 for a stronger po-
litical commitment to the re-

. form process

The donors also asked the

| governinent to effectively curb
| the growing incidences of cor-

ruption without which all re-
forms will go in vain.

Infrastructure bottlenecks
in the power sector, telecom-
munications and pofts and bu-
roadlL0C delays continue to
adve affect business confi-
dence and productivity, they
pointed oult.

It was also suggested that the
government should increase its
capability to utilise more for-

‘nomnic

By Staff Correspondent

eign aid so that it could draw
down more funds from the
bulging five billilon US dollar
project loan pipeline.

e donors also said that in
the next 12 months until the
April 1999 Aid Group meeting
in Paris, the government
should implement the bulk of
things to be done to streamline
the economic front.

The meeting held at Shera-
ton Hotel was chaired by World
Bank country director Pierre
Landell-Mills. The Bangladesh
delegation was led by Finance
Minister SAMS Kibria.

Earlier, in a gosillnn paper
jointly prepared by the WB and
the Asian Development Bank
(ADB), the donors said "the eco-
envirgnment remains
uncertain. The financial sector
remains vulnerable and the
government's position on pri-
valisation remains unclear.”

In a post-meeting press
briefing, Finance Minister Kib-

ria said the donors have gener-
ally expressed support for the
government's efforts for main-
taining macro-economic stabil-
ity. "IMF acknowledged. the suc-
cess (in macro-economic sta-
bility), but urged us for further
action to strengthen the macro-
economic stability. The gov-
ernment’s efforts for reforms
were also appreciated. But they
wanted us to act faster in this
regard.”

He said there was an agree-
ment that despite a reduction in
the poveriy situation, lot more
needs to be done. "We discussed
the various methods for the
Enverty reduction programme,”

e said.

WB country director Pierre
Landell-Mills, also present at
the briefing, said "there was a
consensus in the meeting on
things to be done. Bangladesh
needs better implementation of
projects and better use of aid so

See Page 12 Col 4

Shahid's confessional statement

likely to be recorded today

Shahid, the prime accused in
Shazneen murder in Gulshan,
will be produced before the
Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate's court today.

CID officials said Shahid
may record a statement belfore
the magistrate confessing his
involvement in the killing of
the 15-year-old girl on the night
of April 23.

The CID yesterday took two
maids — Parvin and Minu —
and four other carpenters to its
headquarters and interrogated
them about their alleged role in
connection with the murder of
Shazneen.

The maids at the Gulshan
residence of Shazneen's father,
Latifur Rahman, had recorded
statements as witnesses follow-
ing the murder. The carpenters
have been taken by the CID for

By Staff Correspondent

the first time.

The CID 1merrnﬁatinn last
week was principally focused
on Shahid along with contrac-
tor Hasan and two of his asso-
ciates. Others persons con-
nected in the murder incidert
were not sufficiently ques-
tioned.

The interrogation of Parvin
and Minu yesterday may hel
the investigators to identily
others who may have been in-
volved in the killing.

According to sources con-
cerned. Shahid, during interro-
gation yesterday, again men-
tioned the name of contractor
Hasan as an abettor. However,
he later retracted his statement
again,

It may be mentioned here
that this is for the third time
that Shahid has mentioned

Hasan's name as an abettor and
later retracted,

A CID team took Shahid to
Gulshan and some other adja-
cent areas yesterdar afternoon
to retrace the paths thruuﬁh
which Shahid walked to the
Cantonment railway station af-
ter scaling an eight-foot bound-
ary wall of Rahman's residence,
said a CID source.

They took Shahid to the plot
adjacent to Rahman's residence
to identify the path through
which he claimed to have es-
caped from the scene of the
crime.

The CID team had also veri-
fied Shahid's statement about
the train on which he left
Dhaka for Tongi after killing
Shazneen.

Investigators were earlier

See Page 12 Col 7

Return to JS,
PM’s appeal
to Opposition

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina last night appealed to
the opposition to return to Par-
liament and work together for
the people by shunning the path
of violence, reports UNB.

"Come back to Parliament
from Paltan... Let us work to-
gether to resolve the national
issues on consensus for the bet-
terment of the nation,” she said
winding up the general discus-
sion on the President's new
year's speech in Parliament.

Hasina criticised the main
opposition BNP for their 'nega-
tive attitude' towards politics
and parliament and requested
them not to mislead the people
by making false campaign.

She said, "We're committed
to make this parliament the
centre of all activities and
prove our governments trans-
parency and accountability to
the people.”

Repeatedly seeking coopera-
tion from the opposition, the
Prime Minister said the coun-
try is riddled with so many
problems which cannot be
miallvcﬂ overnight and unilater-
ally.

:"F'WE would have been happy
if the opposition could accept
the people's electoral verdict
and extend cooperation to us in

resolving the pressing prob-
lems,” she said.

Referring to threats of agita-
tion and the oust-government
movement, she said BNP is sul-
fering from the pains of losin
power and issuing frequent ul-

See Page 12 Col 8

Ctg chamber’s
programmes
to protest
terrorism today

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 12: Chit-
tagong Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (CCC&I) has called
upon the businessmen and in-
dustrialists to observe tomor-
row's programmes to protest
terrorism and other crimes in
the port city.

According to the press re-
lease issued by the chamber, the
programmes include keaping
the shops, business houses an
industries shut from morning
to noon, wearing of black
badges, meeting at New Market
Crossing at 11 am and submis-

sion of a memorandum to the

divisional commissioner.

The chamber at a meeting
today urged the businessmen to
make tomorrow's programmes
a success, '

‘Subsidy on fertiliser should go’

IMF discourages drive
to mobilise funds thru'
savings instruments

Star Report

The International Monetary
Fund has termed the govern-
ment's achievements in the
macro-economic area as 'both
frﬂﬁﬂc and limited in scope’ and
said these must be consolidated
and improved through policy
adjustment in a systematic
manner,

Noting that the rapid foreign
exchange depletion has been
halted and economic growth
has picked up, the IMF warned
that the rate of inflation has
accelerated steadily to reach 8
per cent year-on-year in Febru-
ary 1998, reserves are very low
and economic recovery remains
tenuous.

It also felt that subsidies on
fertiliser and knitwear have no
direct benefit for the poor and

" should be eliminated.

The IMF views were pre-
sented at the yesterday's consul-
tative meeting with the gov-
ernment held in the city,

The Bretton-Woods organi-
sation also said the main locus
of macro-economic policy
should be the reduction of the
government deficit. "In the
short run, the objective should
be to maintain a deficit within

limits that can be financed
without putting pressure on the
foreign reserves or crowding out
private sector financing needs.”

It also talked against the
government's current drive to
mobilise funds through savings
instruments saying these have
increasingly been competing
with the private sector for
scarce resources in the capital
market. This will put further
pressure on the government's
debt service obligations in the
years ahead, it said.

The IMF also expressed its
disappointment over the gov-
ernment's 'continued hesitancy’
to grant full independence to
the Bangladesh Bank. to with-
draw the remaining interest
rate control and to stop inter-
fering in the credit decisions of
banks.

The IMF also said tax holi-
days and numerous other ex-
emptions which have gradually
been built into the system
should be eliminated as soon as
possible.

The IMF warned that the

overnmel_ ‘'s fiscal situation is
ikely to dei~riorate in FY99

See Page 12 Col 3

Vajpayee
clarifies

NEW DELHI, May 12: Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
has written letters to leaders of
major powers including the
United States explaining rea-
sons for conducting the nuclear
tests, official sources said to-
day, report agencies,

The letters were sent to US
President Bill Clinton, Russian
President Boris Yeltsin and
leaders of Japan and other
countries in which Vajpayee is
reported to have conveyed his
government's serious concern
about the 'nuclear environment'
in India's neighbourhood.

Vajpayee sent the letters to
the world leaders soon after the
underground N-tests. “These
tests did not release any ra-
dioactivity in the atmosphere,"
the UNI quoted the prime min-

See Page 12 Col 3

Dhaka won't

comment now
By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh chose not to
comment on the nuclear tests
conducted by India.

"We do not want to comment
now. We are waiting to get the
full facts of the matter” said a
spokesman of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs yesterday when
his attention was drawn to the
three nuclear tests in the Indian
state of Rajasthan on Monday.

The Indian nuclear tests
have evoked sharp reaction
from several countries includ-
ing Pakistan, China and the
United States,

Indian N-tests
to encourage
arms race in

S Asia: Khaleda

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia has expressed con-
cern over underground nuclear
tests conducted by India and
condemned such activities, re-
ports UNB.

In a statement yesterday she
said the tests had created an en-
vironment which would en-
courage arms race in South
Asia and intensify tension.

"Bangladesh has always
played an active role in support
of the policy of permanent
peace and coexistence in the re-
gion and is in favour of an-
nouncing South Asia and the
Indian Ocean as nuclear-free
zone,” she said.

Khaleda said SAARC is the

See Page 12 Col 1

Igbal Mahmud
resumes duties
as BUET VC

By Staff Correspondent

Prof Igbal Mahmud resumed
his duties as Vice-Chancellor of
BUET yesterday.

"l am doing my routine work
till my resignation is accepted,”
Prof Mahmud told The Daily
Star last night.

He also said that he was try-
ing to resolve the stalemate at
the BUET ’internally’ but did
not elaborate.

The VC decided to resume his
duties following his meeting
with the members of the Execu-
tive Committee of the BUET
Teachers' Association, held yes-
terday, sources said.

Prof Mahmud had resigned
on May 4 last protesting inter-
ference from higher authorities
in the affairs of BUET.

His resignation was followed
by resignation of 71 teachers
from their administrative posts
the same day and a call for an
indefinite teachers' strike by
the BUETTA from the next day

See Page 12 Col 2
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