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Sheikh Hasina's AL Government: An Expatriate Citizen's
_ byR_ H Khandker |
The positive aspects of Sheikh Hasina's Awami League government outweigh the negative aspects.

N the moming of 12 Jure
OIBQE. | barely recovered

from the anesthesia given
for an open-heart surgery three
days ago in a hospital in the
New York city. Tied by several
wires coming through several
parts of the body. and hooked to
the heart monitor, I could not
rise from the bed, but | was con-
scious that the morning in New
York was the evening in Dhaka
on the same day by which time
the election of the Bangladesh
National Assembly would have
been completed. 1 anxiously
waited for the arrival of. the
newsman hoping that the
morning paper might give some
indication of the election re-
sults. As soon as the newsman
arrived, | bought a copy of The
New York Times and with diffi-
culty looked into an inside page
to read that the election in
Bangladesh passed peacefully.
The news item was a report
from Dhaka describing the elec-
tion but there was no indication
of results.

I was hoping for an Awami
League victory. | had the mis-
fortune of watching firsthand
the 15 February election of that
year run by BNP alone. The
events before and after that
election and some matters of
principles made me wish an
Awami League victory in the
June election. For me it was not
an easy matter to be an Awami
League supporter. Most of my
near relatives are more anti-
Awami League than they are
pro-BNP or Jamaat minded. I
am a minority of one among
many: have to debate alone
against a horde of opposite
contenders.

Eager to get news on the elec-
tion results, I phoned Syed
Muhammadullah, the editor of
the weekly journal Probashi
published from New York, who
told me that the Awami League
was leading by a narrow mar-
gin. After a couple of days it be-
came clear that Awami League
~would be able to form a gov-
ernment with the aid of Jatiya
Party and the election of
women MPs. This turned into a
reality after another few days.

Sheikh Hasina's Awami
League has now completed
about two years of its rule. I
have undertaken to write this
piece to assess what has been
achieved by Sheikh Hasinas
government against what 1 had

ted. Before I do that I have
to make certain confessions.
Despite bﬁiﬂ# Awami League's
well-wisher, | had some qualms
about it. Some strategies and
statements of this party, spe-
cially of the chief, when it was
in the opposition appeared lo
me generally negative. I was
also not too sure about the
. depth ol appreciation by this
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party of the various economic
and social problems that beset
this country, nor was | too san-
guine about the capacity of this
party to meet these challenges.
Nevertheless, [ considered the
Awami League better disposed
to achieving the national ob-
jectives which I cherished per-
sonally, for which reason |1
wished Awami League govern-
ment’'s success.

For any five-year term gov-
ernment, achieving long term
national objectives will cer-
tainly be limited; therefore, the
performance of Sheikh Hasi-
na s Awami League government
should be evaluated by its
achievement of short and
medium term objectives. To my
mind there were six crucial
short and medium term objec-
tives ahead of Sheikh Hasina's
government when it came to
power in 1996 . These are: first,
to repeal the Indemnity Ordi-
nance; second, to insure the
availability of the flow of
Ganges water through a long
termn treaty with India; third, to
restore peace in Chittagong Hill
Tracts through an accord with
the tribal people; fourth, to pro-
vide autonomy to the electronic
media viz. the Radio and Tele-
vision; fifth, to separate the ju-
diciary from the general ad-
ministration of the govern-
ment; and sixth, to make a
marked improvement in the
overall law and order situation.
Let me now assess the success or
failure of this government in
light of these six objectives.

Before attempting a rela-
tively detailed evaluation in re-
spect of each of the six objec-
tives. | may summarize my
conclusions: Sheikh Hasina's
Awami League government has
achieved extraordinary suc-
cesses in the first three objec-
tives, failed dismally in the
fourth objective, suffered from
procrastination in respect of
the fifth objective and achieved
some mixed results in the sixth
nb{ﬂ:tivm There were some le-
gal obstacles in respect of re-
pealing the Indemnity Ordi-
nance, but Sheikh I-?astna's

overnment was able to remove
those obstacles and repeal the
Ordinance in the minimum
possible time of four months,
and by doing this liberated the
nation of a grave  guilt- con-
science. To execute within six
months a long term treaty with
the Indian government on an
equitable sharing of the Ganges
water and to accomplish a
treaty with the hill tribes to
cease hostilities permanently
in Chittagong Hill Tracts are
short of miracles. However, the
government failed to make any
tangible progress in providing
autonomy to the Radio and

- Television, and likewise in sep-
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performed splendidly well in crucial policy areas, it failed in insuring an improvement in overall management.

arating the judiciary from the
general administration. In a
way these are regrettable fail-
ures.

To accomplish treaties with
either the Indian government
or the tribal people required the
will not only of the Bangladesh
Government but also of the op-
posite parties. Sheikh Hasina's
government accomplished such
treaties insuring the coopera-
tion of the opposite parties in a
remarkably short period of
time before a change of gov-
ernment by election in India
which could complicate the
maltters. On the other hand. the
government failed to accom-
plish the objectives which de-
pended only on its own will for-
getting its election pledges.

After this overall sketch, we
may come to the evaluation of
the individual objectives speci-
fied above. The six objectives
are not noted in any order of
relative importance but to me
personally the repeal of the In-
demnity Ordinance was the
most important one and that
was more for moral reason
than material consequence.
The amended constitution of
Bangladesh approved murder,
though selectively, which is the
most heinous of all crimes The
constitution of a country re-
flects the national character, so
the Indemnity Ordinance had
rendered our national charac-
ter into that of a murderer. For
the years this Ordinance was in
force all the citizens of
Bangladesh suffered from a

ainful guilt conscience.
heikh Hasina's Awami League
government removed this na-

tional guilt and shame by re-

pealing the Indemnity Ordi-
nance. This is a great moral de-
liverance for Bangladeshi citi-
zens. The repeal of this Ordi-
nance from the constitution
has also made it possible to try
the murderers in a court of law,
A trial of the criminals is of
course essential but more essen-
tial is to reveal the truth of the
crime for a Fs&chn]ngﬁcal rec-
onciliation ol the nation. That
was the objective of President
Nelson Mandela of South
Africa in instituting a Truth
and Reconciliation Council
headed by Nobel laureate Arch-
bishop Desmomd Tutu. While
revealing the truth its conse-
uences should also be insured.
heikh Hasina's Awami League
government has done that.
However. In my judgment,
another more serious guilt or

ading System

Need for a Coherent Position for the
the LDC:

shame still hangs on the con-
science of the nation. That is
the murder of four national
leaders inside the jail. No step
has been taken to reveal the
truth of this crime. In a sense,
this crime is more grievous
than the murder of the head of
state. because in a change of
overnment through a coup, the
Eead of the state often gets
killed and the world opinion re-
luctantly accepts it though
killing of an entire family is
never accepted. The killing of
the four leaders in the jail in
the custody of the state, perhaps
at its indication, is absolutely
una table. If Sheikh Hasina
stops at revealing the truth of
the murder of father of the na-
tion and does not reveal the
truth of the murder of the four
national leaders in the jail, her
task will remain seriously in-
complete.

Secondly, the treaty with In-
dia on the sharing of the Gan
water; its significance hardly
needs an explanation. Ever
since the construction of the
Farakka barrage by India this
issue has troubled the minds of
all Bangladeshis. The impor-
tance of the completed treaty
lies in the fact that, for over two
decades no government in
Bangladesh succeeded in com-
ing to a long term ent
with India on the sha of the
Ganges water. The last BNP gov-
ernment failed even to engage
the Indian government in a dis-
cussion on this issue owing to
its cold relationship with that
imrcrnmcnl. Sheikh Hasina's

wami League government suc-
ceeded to improve its relation-
ship with the Indian govern-
ment and settle the Ganges wa-
ter problem satisfactorily
within six months of coming to
power. It is a very praiseworthy
accomplishment for which the
nation will remain indebted.

There is no doubt that the
El%‘lt‘d treaty is fair and equi-
table. Those who oppose it do
that out of the frustration of
their own failure. There is of
course some doubts in the
minds of some about the actual
availability of water according
to the treaty, but the tr:?;vb ro-
vides for settling such probiems
through mutual discussion: in
the absence of an agreement
nothing could be done if no wa-
ter was made available by In-
dia. The most significant as-
pect of this treaty is the im-
provement in our political rela-

.tion with: India which is very

veloping countries, they should underscore the

necessity of carrying forward the momentum built on LDC issues and should emphasise on the implementation
of the decisions of the Singapore Ministerial Conference and of the High-Level Meeting on the Integrated
Initiative for LDCs' Trade Development.

HE Second WTO
Ministerial Conference
and the 50th Anniversary

Commemoration of the
Multilateral Trading System
will be held in Geneva from 18
to 20 May 1998. Implementa-
tion of the WTO Work Pro-
gramme and Future Activities
of the WTO are the twin agenda
items of this ministerial con-
ference.

The upcoming Ministerial
would see an intense debate on
the above two items. The devel-
oped countries are unlikely to
shed more lights on the item —
implementation of the WTO
work programme; rather they
would be more interested in
highlighting the need for inclu-
sion of new issues in the dis-

cussion of the item — future ac-
tivities of WTO.

These new issues may in-
clude multilateral framework
of investment, environment,
labour standards and even the
issue like global electronic
commerce,

As opposed to their devel-
oped counterparts. the develop-
ing countries would stress on
the effective implementation of
the WTO work programmes that
favour them. Moreover, they
would try to include a positive
agenda in WTO's future activi-
ties — which may include trade
liberalisation in both agricul-
tural and industrial products;
built-in agenda like review of
anti-dumping rules, services;
and regional trading arrange-
ments (RTAs).

With regard to trade liberali-
sation in agricultural producis,
the developing countries should
address the issues of high tar-
iffs, export subsidies, domestic
support measures and the effec-
tive operation of the relevant
provisions of Sanitary and
Phytosanitary (SPS) Agree-
ment; that take into account
development concerns, for im-
proved market access.

It is also necessary for them
to ensure their effective partici-
pation in international stan-
dard setting bodies so that they
can frustrate any move by the
developed countries to use any
new standard that can go
against their trade interests.
They need to devise appropriate

strategy to address tariff peaks
and tariff escalation for indus-
trial products.

For review of anti-dumping
rules, developing countries
have to ensure that these rules
are neutral in order to preclude
their misuse as instruments of
protection. In services sector,
they should identify sectors of
interest and beneficial to them
along with quick finalisation
of safeguards rules. With regard
to RTAs, developing countries
have to ensure that non-mem-
ber developing countries have
access to market in the RTAs
and that they benefit from trade
liberalisation resulting from
the operation of RTAs.

The issue of harmonisation
of preferential rules of origin
should also be highlighted by
them. In reply to the developed
countries’ attempt to introduce
multilateral framework of in-
vestment, the developing coun-
tries should strongly advocate
for such investment regime that
can provide pro-development
elements.

Agreeing to the inclusion of
issues like multilateral frame-
work of investment, environ-
ment, labour standards and
global electronic commerce in
the future activities of WTO,
will have far reaching implica-
tions for the developing-coun-
tries. The attempt by the devel-
oped countries to include these
issues in the future activities of
WTO, could perhaps, be
thwarted by proposing issues

like WTO rules relating to trade
and financial flows and trade

and immigration, binding of
internal taxes on gasoline and
tropical products, replacement
of anti-dumping laws by compe-
tition policy, widening the
scope for movement of natural
persons etc., for inclusion in
the future activities of WTO. De-
veloping countries should be
firm on the contention that is-
sues like labour standards are
best tackled in ILO.

While LDCs should support
the stance to be taken by the de-
veloping countries at the Minis-
terial, they should underscore
the necessity of carrying for-
ward the momentum built on
LDC issues and should empha-
sise on the implementation of
the decisions of the Singapore

Ministerial Conference and of
the High-Level Meeting (HLM)
on the Integrated Initiative for
LDCs' Trade Development.

The HLM, pushed the con-
cerns of the LDCs high on the
world trade agenda mainly with
the launching of the integrated
framework for trade-related
technical assistance, including
for human and institutional
capacity-building, to support
LDCs in their trade and trade-
related activities and with the
announcement of enhanced
marketl access measures by
some potential WTO members
including EU and the US.

The HLM also decided to set
up a small administrative unit
of six agencies namely IMF,
ITC, UNCTAD, UNDP, World
Bank and WTO and to form an
Inter-Agency Working Group
comprising staff from each of
the six agencies for the coordi-
nation of their contribution
under the integrated frame-
work. The follow-up to the work
initiated at the HLM has now
become the priority.

Technical assistance and
cooperation is an important

lT%f the inte %h’fﬁ's{ﬁ%‘%hﬁ

:rgr . This requir
amount of extra-budgetary re-
sources. In the forthcoming
Ministerial, the LDCs should
call upon the developed coun-
tries to make additional com-
mitments to providing extra-
budgetary resources for techni-
cal assistance and cooperation
activities for the LDCs.

With regard to providing en-
hanced market access on an au-
tonomous basis for imports
from LDCs, only Turkey and the
Commission of the European
Communities have so far noti-
fied the WTO Secretariat about
details of their commitments
pursuant to their announce-
ments at the HLM in this re-
gard.

The most important role of
the LDCs in the forthcoming
Ministerial is, therefore, to ask
the WTO members, particularly
the US, who announced to pro-
vide enhanced market access
for imports from LDCs, to take
concrete steps by immediately
notifying the WTO Secretariat
about details of their commit-
ments and thereby, paving the
way for the LDCs to benefit

from the process.

Now it has been agreed
among the six agencies that the
administrative unit would be
located in ITC, though its de-
tails are yet to be finalised. In
order for effective follow-up to
the implementation of the inte-
grated framework, this unit
should be operational urgently.
At the ensuing Ministerial.
LDCs should ask these agencies
to speed up their coordination

to this effect.

The Trade Ministers of the
LDCs, participating the Minis-
terial. may wish to come up
with a kind of "Joint Declara-
tion” which could be included in
the report of the Ministerial.
They may also try to include
some "positive measures’
favouring LDCs, in the Declara-
tion of the Second Ministerial,
in line with the Singapore
Ministerial Declaration. They
may also propose the Second
Ministerial to mandate WTO te
organise a follow-up HLM on
the LDCs, in collaboration with
other five involved agencies, be-
fore the Millennium Round of
WTO Negotiations in 2000. The
50th Anniversary of the
Multilateral Trading System
(GATT) is going to be com-
memorated at a time when ma-
jority of the global population
remain in the morass of abso-
lute poverty and outside the
scope of the benefits of this
trading system. The developed
countries have reasons to cheer
on this occasion, On the con-
trary, the developing countries
and the LDCs in particular, who
have been marginalised by the
process of Multilateralism,
would only be a witness to this

celebration.

Their marginalisation will
not strengthen the multilateral
trading system at all. It is
rather, other way round. There
is an urgent need for successful
integration of these countries
into this system. This integra-
tion can only be effected if ap-
propriate supportive measures
are taken in favour of these
countries by their developed
partners. And only then, the
celebration of the 50th An-
niversary of the Multilateral
Trading System would be mean-

ingful for everybody.
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much in our nau-:;nal interest,

Tracts pedce treaty Boor® this
the tribal citizens of the area
were engaged in a bloody armed
conflict with the state of
Bangladesh. This was one of our
most serious national problems
which defied a solution for
many decades. In a sense, this
problem was more serious than
that of the Ganges waler. The
tribal people of the hills are
also the residents and cilizens
of Bangladesh. A small part of
our population thought it nec-
essary to take arms against the
large majority and the govern-
ment to preserve what they
thought their rights. And to
solve this internal conflict the
armed forces were to be de-
ployed but without much suc-
cess. All those who were killed
on both sides were the citizens
of Bangladesh. The tribal peo-
ple of the hills consider them-
selves ethnically distinct from
the rest of the population and
they are determined to preserve
this distinction as well as the
rights they enjo tradition-
ally. With a good relationship
between this minority tribal
people and the majority popula-
tion of the plains depends the
overall economic development

of Bangladesh, since this region
is much richer in natural re-
SOUrces.

In order to appreciate the
importance of the peace treaty
in the Chittagong Hill Tracts
one has to remember that such
ethnic conflicts have eluded a
solution in many parts of the
world. A small province
Chechnya of the erstwhile So-
viet Union rebelled against a
former su wer for the au-
tonomy of this ethnically dif-
ferent society. The mighty

overning power Russia has
ailed to solve this ethnic con-
flict both in the battle field and
in peace negotiation. Similar is
the history of the Tamil con-
flict in Sri Lanka, Kashmir and
North-east conflict in India and
the Mohajir-Beluch-Pakhtun
conflicts in Pakistan. The reli-
ious conflict in Northern Ire-
and defied a solution for
decades and only a few weeks
ago a solution could be reached
through a negotiation process
that lasted over two years. In
light of all these. finding a solu-
tion to the ethnic conflict in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts by
Sheikh Hasina's Awami League
government within eighteen
months of its rule can be con-

sidered as a miraculous success.

Unless the distinction of a
zed and some
special rights are granted. a so-
lution of such éonflict cannot

" demand when

be achieved. The French Cana-
dians of the Quebec province
have been constitutionally rec-
ognized as a "distinct society”,
and Quebec's prior approval is
required in order for the federal
Canadian government to con-
sider any application for immi-
gration intending to settle in
that province. Yet, the age old
problem with the French
Canadians has remained basi-
cally unresolved. In light of
this, granting some minor
rights to the tribal people of the
Hill Tracts in order to solve this
Eravf national problem should

e considered ingenious. A
condition that solidifies differ-
ent cultures within a nation
cannot weaken national
snv:reignti,r.

Fourthly, about providing
autonomy to the electronic me-
dia, the radio and television,
Sheikh Hasina's Awami League

overnment has to be blamed
or a failure. To make these in-
stitutions free from govern-
ment control was an election
pledge of the Awami League. Af-
ter coming to power the party
appears to have forgotten this
pledge. The people have been
demanding neutral electronic
media for many years and there
is no opposition to this except
from the a])ﬂﬂﬁ in power. Awami
League also had joined in this
BNFP was in
power. Now all other parties in-
cluding BNP support making
the electronic media neutral but
the Awami League government
is behaving like all other previ-
ous governments,

In the beginning. the gov-
ernment instituted a commis-
sion headed by f[ormer Secre-
tary Asafuddowla to examine
this question and submit rec-
ommendations. In this respect
the Awami League government
has made some advancement
over the previous governments,
but after the commission sub-
mitted its recommendations
the rmment seems to be un-
comiortable. In the mean time,
the government is using the
electronic media as before for
its own propaganda. | expected
that the leaders of Awami
League would realize from l]JI'E—
vious experience that a selfish
use of the electronic media by a
government only destroys its
image. but this party also seems
to ignore the lessons of experi-
ence. The State Minister for In-
formation is blamed by some
for the current state of affairs,
accusing him of keeping the
electronic media in his per-

“sonal control. I do not know if
““this aceusation ‘is correct. 1l it:

is. the State Minister has cho-
sen a suicidal approach. 1 hope

the Prime Minister will correct

the situation before it is too
la‘}.e. e temptation to make up

the denials of twenty one years
in five years is bound to prove
counterproductive., This goes
also with the image of the fa-
ther of the nation.

Fifthly. although a bill has
been introduced in the parlia-
ment for separating the judi-
ciary from the general adminis-

tration of the government,
there has been little progress
since then. Sheikh Hasina's

overnmernt seems to suffer
rom procrastination in this
pledge of their own. There pre-
vails a consensus that to estab-
lish the rule of law the judiciary
must be freed from the influence
of the general government. My
own conception in this regard
was clear but it has become
somewhat confused recently
after reading in the press about
the performance of both the
general administration and the
judiciary. The press has re-
cently reported the arrest of a
number of violent criminals
which testifies to a partial suc-
cess of the police. However, the
same report also mentioned
that some of these criminals
were arrested before but were
granted bails by the courts, af-
ter which they again committed
similar violent crimes. Appar-
ently, the courts impeded the
law and order situation by re-
jecting the submissions of the

rosecution, or the prosecution
ailed to present its case prop-
erly, or the penal codes are
themselves flawed and ineffec-
tual. Whichever of these three

causes may be correct, it does
not help Keep violent crimes

from happening,

In another news item the
press reported that, after an in-
vestigation into the accusation
of manipulation by some busi-
nessmen in the stock market
last year, the government went
to the court against the accused.
but the court rejected the cases
against some of the influential
defendants on technical
grounds. Such news would nat-
urally raise questions in the
minds of the people about the
role of the courts in establish-
ing the rule of law. It was also
reported in the press that, in a
seminar, the eminent jurist Dr
Kamal Hossain expressed the
view that, in somne of the cases
against bank loan defaulters,
the verdicts of the court in
favour of the accused were 'un-
lawful'. After stating this view,
he challenged to face a con-
tempt of court accusation
against him, but no such accu-
sation against him has been re-
ported by the press. If on the ba-
sis of press reports the readers
conclude that the courts are
afraid of violent criminals or
wealthy businessmen or influ-
ential lawyers, they may be
wrong but doubts will linger in
their minds. Such reports in the
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press should make the ern-
ment especially the judiciary
concerned about its image. On
the other hand, the bold press is
Rla{ln%‘a very positive role by

ighlighting vexing issues and
building pressures of public
opinion.

My purpose was to criticize
the government for procrasti-
nation in detaching the judi-
ciary from the general adminis-
tration. Though | have di-
gressed from this to raise some
issues on the roles of the judi-
ciary and the general adminis-
tration, my criticism remains
valid.

Finally, in providin
people with security of life and
property there is little visible
sign of improvement under
Sheikh Hasina's Awami League
ﬁuw:rnmem. Campus terrorism,

aily occurrences of murder,
political violence and the
recent epidemic in child rape
point to a failure of the gov-
ernment in a vital area of public
concern. However, during the
current administration some
violent criminals have been
arrested including Chhatra
League leaders, which can be
taken as a sign of political will
of the government in providing
public security. Nevertheless,
the public remains apprehen-
sive of threats to life and prop-
erty as before. If there is no vis-
ible improvement in the fore-
seeable future, the conclusion
that Sheikh Hasina's govern-
ment has failed in this critical
area will be inescapable.

In balance, the positive as-
pects of Sheikh Hasina's
Awami League government
outweigh the negative aspects.
While it performed splendidly
well in crucial policy areas, it
failed in insuring an improve-
ment in overall management.
Reaching a treaty with India on
the issue of Ganges water or on
achieving internal peace in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts are in-
deed very creditable, anv gov-
ernment can be proud of achiev-
ing any of these two goals. And
liberating the national con-
science by repealing the Inden-
nity Ordinance is a great con-
tribution,

After concluding the main
essay, | wish to add a comment
on the role of Sheikh Hasina's
government on the issue of sec-
ularism. In this | had expected
that her govern..:cnt would
make some advancement, but
little has been achieved. How-
ever, | cannot accuse her of
breaking any political promise,
because during her election
campaign she publicly aban-
doned secularism as a political
agenda. I should blame myself
for entertaining a false hope,
Nevertheless, the present situa-
tion in respect of secularism is
a shade better than it was at the
time of Zia-Ershad-Khaleda.
And that is a small ‘consola-
tion.
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Woman Stages Protest Atop Giant Old Tree

by Greg Frost
High in a Redwood Tree, Humboldt County, Calif

IKE a cosmonaut on the Mir

I Space Station, Julia Hill

as not set foot on Earth in
nearly five months.

But Hill, a 24-year-old envi-
ronmental activist, has not
been orbiting the planet. She
has been perched atop an an-
cient redwood tree she calls
“Luna’” to save it from the chain
saws of Pacific Lumber, a local
timber company.

Hers is the latest in a long
line of battles fought over the
fate of the last few old-growth
groves of what may be the most
majestic tree on Earth. An epic
struggle, it pits timber compa-
nies seeking to harvest the pre-
cious wood against rabid, rag-
tag environmental activists
from the Earth First group.

Since she began her tree sit
on Dec 10, Hill has braved a
wicked rash of El Nino storms,
endured taunts from angry
lumberjacks and bathed just
five times — all from a bed-sized

lywood tree platform 180 feet
w:rwtrcs} above the ground.

"I've gotten tired a lot. I'm a
human, ['m not Superwoman.

I've been beat to hell and
back on more than one occa-
sion.” Hill told a high-climbing
reporters as she sat under the
wind-whipped plastic tarp that
covers her six-by-eight-foot
(almost two-by-three-metre)
platform.

“But as long as I'm up here,
it's a playing card for us. Be-
cause it's me such a big me-
dia event, Pacific Lumber's re-
ally starting to watch their Ps
and Qs," she said. "As long as we
keep it in the media it's leverage
for us to try and give them that
little extra nudge to save the
grove.”

Scaling the Giant Tree

Visitors who want to reach
the top of Hill's redwood must
use ropes to climb up on bark
made spongy h{l soaking up
months of El Nino-inspired
rains. Those*who make it to the
top are treated not only to a
breathtaking view of the Eel
River Valley but also to a
queasy feeling as Hill's small
platform sways in the wind like
a dinghy on an ocean swell.

This odd swaying motion
does not seem to affect Hill, who
scampers about the top of the
tree like a child on a jungle

. As a chilly wind tugs at

er stringy hair, Hill hops from

limb to limb barefoot and with-
out any safety device.

"I took my shoes and my
harness off about a week-and-a-
half after I got up here," she
said. "Luna — any tree, for that
matter — really takes care of
you if you just let it."

Despite her meager sur-
roundings, Hill maintains a
manageable lifestyle. Her sup-
porters bring her plenty of food
and water and her arms get a

fair amount of exercise as she
hauls these sundries up to her
platform using a supply rope.

Hill maintains an active
schedule, reading books, writ-
ing poetry and answering the
letters she gets from around the
country. She also cooks, and
those who visit her at mealtime
say her vegetarian cuisine is
among the best they hgve
tasted.

Hill says the Lree was named
last year when a group of envi-
ronmentalists discovered it un-
der the light of a full moon and

roceeded to erect Hill's plat-
orm in its upper branches.

In many ways, her relation-
ship with the tree is a reciprocal
one. Just as she believes the tree
cares for her, she has vowed not
to set foot on the ground until
she has done everything in her
power to save it

Hill also says she talks to
the tree and it talks back. The
first time she heard Luna speak
was during a particularly severe
winter storm. As her platform
shook violently and she was
tossed around like a rag doll,
she said she told Luna she was
scared for her life and the tree
told her she would be all right if
she just let go of her fear.

"Things were so intense that
I didn't realize until after the
conversation was over that | ac-
tually heard her in words for
the first time — that it wasn't

just an innate sense,” Hill said.
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"At that point... | said, 'OK uni-
verse, take me. Do whatever you
want to with me. | am giving ev-
ery last part of myself to this.™

The Company Line

Pacific Lumber, a division of
Houston-based MAXXAM Inc..
owns the land Hill is living
above and is none too pleased
with her sit-in. Among other
things, it accuses her of hurting
the local economy by prevent-
ing workers from doing their
jobs.

"Because of her action and
similar protests we have almost
300 ple who are on curtailed
work schedules — they've either
been laid off or they're working
four days a week.” company
spc:ikcswuman Mary Bullwinkel
said.

Although some Pacific Lum-
ber employees have openl
called Hill crazy, Bullwinke
says she will not judge the ac-
tivist's mental state, but she
says Hill is breaking the law by
trespassing on pacific Lumber

property.

“What if she decided to sit on
our porch and prevent you
rom entering your house?”
Bullwinkel asked. "That's what
it's like and it gets frustrating.”
Pacific Lumber disputes
nearly every one of Hill's
charges, including her allega-
tion that they staged a "siege” ol
her treetop abode, harassing

WELL, POES YOUR MOTHER
HAVE PLANS? :

her with air horns, spotlights
and helicopters.

They also dispute Earth
First over the age of the tree,
The activists say that by
counting the rings on the
stumps of trees near the one on
which Hill is perched, they have
estimated that Luna must be at
least 1,000 years old. But pacific
Lumber says there is no way to
gauge the age of the tree by its
size alone and they estimate it
is at most 400 to years old.

To Hill, questions about the
age of the tree are a moot point.
She says her main goal is to
save the grove and that is why
she has no idea when she is
coming down.

"There's going to be a point
in time when I'm going to be
more powerful on the und
than in the tree. If we don't find
a way to save this grove and my
spirit says, 'Julia, you've done
everything you're going to do
and now it's time to come on the
ground and do more,’ then I'm
going to," she said.

Hill worries that her mes-
sage gets lost when people focus
on her lifestyle. The question
she is asked most is how she re-
lieves hersell (she uses a
bucket), which annoys her be-
cause she feels it ignores the
reason she is perched atop
Luna.

"People tend to flip out when
| tell them that I've n going
to the bathroom in a bucket at
180 feet and that I've had five
sponge baths," Hill said. "But
when | remind them why I'm

doing it, they see my point.”
— Reuters

by Jim Davis
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