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Too Hasty for the Purpose

Questions arise over the manner in which the
CHT Regional Council Bill and the three Hill Dis-
trict Council Amendment Bills have been enacted
through parliament. The passage was evidently has-
ty. We cannot help saying also that it has proved
nugatory of the promise held out to the nation for a
full-scale debate on a subject of vital importance
the four bills crucially involved. They constituted
the legislative business for the operationalisation
of an accord that for months on end had been the
target of agitative stridency of the opposition BNP.
In purely strategic terms, therefore, the ruling
party was expected to give the opposition sufficient
time in the parliament to let off their steam.

Essentially one would have thought inputs from
all political parties were welcomed to enrich the

arﬁamentary debate. From the very beginning,

owever, the process &.ﬂt warped. Notices were
served to move several thousands amendment mo-
tions in an extremely unwieldy fashion. In a dis-
proportionate reaction to a disproportionate de-
mand most of those were guillotined. What re-
mainéd on the table were a ridiculously paltry
number of motions from the BNP and Jatiya Party.

It is difficult to understand why the matter was
not sent to the Business Advisory Committee (BAC)
by the Speaker. The BAC could determine the turn
u?speakers and the time each one ought to take for
a balanced discussion over the subject. The incum-
bent speaker said that he merely followed a prece-
dent set by his predecessor. But surely a peace ac-
cord was not involved when the former speaker
had ruled that shortening of the list.

We have been generally supportive of the CHT
accord and the government's position on it but de-
spaired of the way the bills have been pushed
through the JS. The public remain as dark and
confused about the issues involved as before. A
transparent and fulsome parliamentary debate
has been missed by them. This is not healthy for
the future.

In some respects, the opposition BNP, too, is at
fault. Their extreme negative posturing on the CHT
accord with its doomsday hype over sovereignty
sale-out, etc has been of little help to educate the
public responsibly about the points at issue. They
need sobering dewn to sound credible.

Laksham Disaster

We are shocked. Seventeen passengers Kkilled
and another thirty injured in a mass transport
system that should have been a model of safety
and comfort! We think the circumstances under
which the Chittagong bound passenger train from
Dhaka rammed into some forlorn bogeys of a
goods train at a place close to Laksham station
early Sunday constituted the ultimate in profes-
sional indifference. Things should not got worse.

Although it is too early to arrive at a definite
conclusion as the report of the enquiry committee
is being awaited still, from signs available it is
clear the accident was avoidable. The station mas-
ter on duty at Naoti had no idea whether the track
was free, yet he gave green signal to the passenger
train to move. The negligence the goods train
guard and the ignorance of its driver that some of
the bﬂ&fyﬁ got loose and stayed still on the tracks
made the disaster inevitable.

It looks such a throwback in time for more than
one reason. First of all, such a primitive coordina-
tional arrangement should not have been there.
Authorities by now should have been able to think
up an efficient warning system. Secondly, how
could they run passenger trains without a buffer
between the engine and the passenger bogey? As a
survivor has correctly pointed out that presence of
vacuum fittings in the couplings would have min-
imised the damage greatly.

From the post-accident reaction of the con-
cerned minister who chose to allude to good luck
rather than managerial inefficiency and systemic
flaw on the occasion and exhausted his share of re-
sponsibility with a mere order of a departmental
enquiry down to the conduct of said station
master and the somnolent guard, there seems to
exist a web of indifference and inefficiency. All
fingers have been raised at the station master and
the guard and they have been promptly placed
under suspension as an immediate action; but
doesn't the blame lie more with the system that can
afford to trifle with human lives and properties so
unscrupulously?

It is time the government really rethought its ap-
proach to the railway system in the country. We do
not think it is worth the interest of either people or
the railway to expand spatially by keeping its
managerial and maintenance aspect at such low
levels of efficiency.

Let it be a Mother’s Year

Napoleon Bonaparte may have got many things
wrong in his life. But few, if at all any, can contend
what the French icon of ultra nationalism is at-
tributed to have observed on nation and mother-
hood. The little man from Corsica once said, " give
me a good mother I will give you a good nation”.
Indeed a good mother is of seminal importance for
a family, society and ultimately nation. She is the
one who is not only blessed with the unique power
of conceiving but also nurturing the child in the
dark recess of her existence and shaping him or
her in life under the sun.

Perhaps it has been a quiet, unexplored tragedy
for human species that it has, until now, not been
able to plough this palpable wisdom into its famil-
ial, societal and national interactions.

Nowhere is this felt more than in a society like
ours. Not only has it sidelined mothers in an
overblown patriarchal culture but has also refused
to redeem itself by opening out to the changing
world. The result has been devastating. We have be-
come known as a nation notoriously incapable of
caring for our mothers, let alone children. The
poor state of reproductive health and child mor-
tality in this land is a matter of statistical woe for
the civilised world.

This collective indifference and cruelty to
mother has given rise to many dimensional
grotesqueries in the society. Because mothers have
so little effective influence on the children, society
is incr&aain%}y slipping into chaos. -

We must have the highest respect for them. We
must commit ourselves at the individual and col-
lective levels to exploring the fullest potential of

mothers. It is not a ritual of a day — the Mother's
Day — that we wake up to their conditions. It is the
life after the day — every day of the year — that we
need to use in soul-searching and attitudinal

overhauling. We suggest the next year be an-
nounced as the Mother's Year.

THIN less than two

months from today, the

current financial year
will come to an end. The budget
alnnF with the annual
development programme for
the new year is already under
preparation, Donors are
meeting today to review past
Ftrfurmance and would pine
or what has not been done dur-
ing the year. Through a new
round of seminars, yet another
series of analysis of the state of
the economy has also been ini-
tiated. In the midst of a great
deal of discussions as well as
writings in newspapers, it has
become clear that there is no
dearth of opinion. The season
of the economists is now in full
swing and there is an abun-
dance of comments and misgiv-
ings up in the air.

Basically, there is a deep-
seated frustration about our
economic performance because
of the wide gap between poten-
tial and reality of economic
growth, Earéf,ladesh is a land of
poverty, no doubt. However, it
Is not a desert without any re-
source beneath the ground. The
arable land is limited compared
to the population but the land is
most fertile, capable of produc-
ing three to four crops each
year. Its energy resources can
yield billions of dollars each
ear which can be invested for
uman resources and infras-
tructure development. The mul-
tiplier effect of this investment
can generate much more than
the earnings from original en-
ergy export. The final manifes-
tation of this growth process
will be a 15 to 20 per cent an-
nual expansion of the indus-
trial sector including manufac-
turing so that the secondary
sector could double its size ev-

kN 1 NG up,
O liberalization,
lobalization, integration

with the world economy etc.
were the buzzwords among the
elite and in the corridor of
power in developing countries
till recently. But the financial
crisis in the East and Southeast
Asian countries and rapidity
with which it engulfed the
region have helped at least
temporarily to subdue the spirit
and vigour at which the idea

was being propagated. Actually -

what puzzled most of the
pundits of economics is the
magnitude of adverse financial
effects the crisis has caused and
the period it continued to chew
the economic fortune of the un-
fortunate people of the region.
The irony of the event is that
the countries which have been
severely affected by the crisis
were being showered with
praises-for the economic liber-
alization they were pursuing.
Now after the debacle. Lhe very
liberalization is being seen as
the facilitator of the mishap.
Taking the advantage of easy-
coming, money came into the
economies. Again utilizing the
opportunity of easy-going,
money went out of the
economies leaving the nations
stunned, rer by a generation
and with prospective grounds
for social unrest.

Indonesia's Case

Let us take the case of In-
donesia, a country which was
tipped to pgive an economic
model of development to
Bangladesh in the late-80s to
mid-90s. A country of 202 mil-
lion people with lot of natural
resources; Indonesia was
seemingly doing well up to mid-
1997. Only last summer
economists in foreign banks,
the [MF and World Bank agreed
that the economy was funda-
mentally sound and not at risk
of suffering Thailand's prob-
lems, because it had a smaller
current account deficit and al-
lowed its exchange rate to float
within a wider band. Yet less
than a year after, Indonesia is
Asia's baskel-case today. The
rupiah, Indonesian national
currency, has lost the most in
the financial turmoil, even sell-
ing below 10,000 rupiah against
one US dollar in February
while a year ago the exchan%;r
rate was around 2,400 rupiah.
The loss in the value of rupiah
has been translated into the
price-hike of the commodities.

Economic Gro

=

wth: Potential and Reality

There is a tremendous lack in terms of political leadership without a vision. Perhaps we have remained so
poor for so long that we cannot move very far from within our poverty ridden environment. Is it correct? Or,

ery five years and within a
decade, we about the much
sought after structural trans-
formation of the national
economy. Unfortunately,
achievements on ground fall far
short of our expectations.

There seems to be an enor-
mous lack of understanding be-
tween the potential and reality.
The total reserve of natural gas
varies widely between 40 to 80
trillion cubic feet (TCF). Even if
we assume the reserve at the
lower end of the scale (40 TCF),
then an average export of one
billion cubic feet per day for the
next 20 years, would commit
less than 20 per cent of the po-
tential reserve. Why can't we
commit this much for export
and reduce the gap between po-
tential and reality of economic
growth? It must be noted that
coal mines in Europe and
United States were closed down
long before those mines were
exhausted since better substi-
tutes were available. Similarly,
the age of petroleum is likely to
come to an end within the next
thirty years. Nitrogen from
atmosphere and solar power
would ome the major source
of energy. Therefore we must
capitalize on our energy re-
sources now and use it for de-
veloping the country. Other-
wise, it will be too late. We will
miss the boat forever.

We must understand that
without massive industrializa-
tion, we can never graduate to a
middle income country with an
annual per capita income of
around US dollar 1,000. Poten-

tial of sustainable growth of
the crop sub-sector is inher-
ently limited. For example,
last year, there was a bumper
harvest of food-grains at 20.3
million tons. is year, if we
match the record production of
last year, the performance
should indeed be recorded as
very good, although it would
lmgllg zero or marginal growth
of the crop sub-sector.

The prospects of sustained
rowth exist in fishery and
vestock sub-sectors. However,

their size are too small. In

terms of economic wth, in-
dustries must play the lead role
in our struggle to attain the
status of a middle income
country within the next two
decades. Newspaper reports in-
dicate that industrial sector’s
record rformance was in
1992-93 at 9.1 per cent. Since
then, it had slowed down to 3.3
per cent last year. During cur-
rent fiscal year, performance
seems to have improved but
concentrated in few key indus-
tries such as textile including
arment and construction re-
ated industries. What is con-
spicuously lacking is indus-
trial, in particular manufactur-

i8 it in the interest of the political leadership to keep us poor?

ing, growth on a broad front
which is the key to sustained
economic growth.

The general view is that if
there is sufficient electricity
and bank credit, private sector
is likely to come up in a big way
to boost industrial investment.
However, with 30 to 40 per cent
system loss of public power

companies and no additional -

power generation either from
public or private companies,
power crisis is likely to con-
tinue for at least another year —
if not more. Financial sector

Window on Asia

reform has slowed down and we
all know that unless the over-
load of bad debt is eliminated,
lack of liquidity will continue
to hinder the progress on the
industrial front. However, the
biggest failure in this respect
has been the incapacity ot the
government to speed up the pro-
cess of privatization.
Government has no business
to be in business. This has been
the premise on which privati-
zation board was established.
The desirable 15 to 20 per cent
industrial growth can be real-
ized if and only if Government
is serious about disinvesting all
its industrial enterprises. is

will bring in the DFI as well as
local investment. It would
augment public revenue. Above
all, it would truly restore the
confidence of private sector.
Textile, paper, chemicals, fer-
tilizer, steel and. engineering,
ship building and numerous
other industries should grow
many-fold in Bangladesh, pro-
vided existing plants and facil-
ities are transferred to efficient
and modern corporate man-
algltl:mnnl. Privatization is the
0 answer. Government must
u.mi:s.rstand.

Once privatization is under-
taken in right earnest, indus-
trialization will move ahead
and achieve its full potential.
The interrelated nature of pri-
vatization and industrializa-
tion must be fully understood.
In the midst of large loss-ridden
public enterprises. healthy and
efficient private industries
cannot flourish. On the other
hand, existing public asset once
transferred to efficient hands
would create the ideal frame-
work for rapid modernization
and ansion.

There is a widespread belief
that manufacturing develop-
ment in Bangladesh will always
be constrained due to cheap im-
ports (legal or illegal) from In-
dia. In the age of liberal market
economy, we have to compete
and survive. It must be remem-
bered that the most rapidly ex-
panding garment industry faces
competition not only from In-
dia but from all over the world.
If so, the entire textile subsector
comprising spinning, weaving

Globalization in East and South East Asia

Have They Gone Too Far, Too Fast?

by Dr Munim Kumar Barai

The crisis in East and Southeast Asia has an important lesson to offer to the "developing rest" — in their eager-
ness to opening up of their economies they should not repeat the mistakes.

Indonesia's consumer price
shot up by 12.8 cent alone in
the month of February. to give a
12-month inflation rate of 31.7
per cent, the country's highest
since the mid-1960s. A pro-
longed drought due to El-Nino
phenomenon has left Indonesia
short by up to 4 million tons of
rice this year. As prices of sta-
ple food rose, so rose the hatred
and suspicion against the eth-
nic-Chinese, a typical way of
Indonesians’ response o eco-
nomic problems. Anti-Chinese
riots flared up on the islands of

Java, Sumatra, Flores, Lombok, __

Sulawesi and many other
places and it has led to the {lee-
ing of Chinese minority to
Hidnu dominated areas inside
Indonesia or even to Hong-Kong
and Singapore. Boat-labourers
started reaching Malaysia. And
many thought if things could
not be controlled immediately,
Indonesia might head for a so-
cial anarchy.

Trends might not be very dif-
ferent in Thailand and South
Korea, the other two “Tiger
economies” of the East and
Southeast Asia. So few broad
questions have appeared — has
the process of globalization
anything to do with the present
miseries of these countries?
What can the "developing rest”
learn from them for their short
and long-term processes of lib-
eralization to integrate their
economies with the global
market? |

Globalization

When we talk of globaliza-
tion we talk it as an economic
approach through which
g:::lwlh and development could

attained. And in the way of
understanding the benefits of
the approach, most of its sup-
porters have cited the examples
of East and Southeast Asian
countries and tremendous
progress these countries have
made in the last two and a half
decade. Outward orientation or
in essence globalization is done
by implementing a host of mea-
sures like market friendly poli-
cies, free-trade, low taxes, em-

phasis on export for growth etc.
These measures are supposed to
have attributed to the amazing
growth performance of the East
and outh East Asian
economies in the past. Though
there may be a debate among
the economists regarding the
qualities of growth in the re-
gion, the plain fact is that lib-
eralization and globalization of
these economies have played
the most significant role in
their growth process.

How Far and How Fast?
~ In the 70s and 80s when the
countries were opening urp their
economies vigorously, foreign
money began to come to this re-
gion in a big way. Further lib-
eralization in the financial
market brought good weather
money in the stock market. As
a mark of growing confidence
in these economies, foreign cap-
ital became easily available at a
cheaper price. So the local
firms, banks borrowed heavily
in the international market.

Much of the bank money went
to either crony borrowers or to
property developers. The cheap
money were used for factories
over capacity generation in the
hope of exports or for lTlf_‘%El
projects which have signifi-
cance in the show of pride
rather than propriety. The cosy
relationship between govern-
ment, banks and firms insu-
lated business [rom market
forces, encouraging excessive
borrowing and a wasteful use of
resources. The single biggest
mistake these countries have
done by keeping a sort of un-
changed pegging of their cur-
rencies with the US dollar.

What to be observed here is that
over a period ol time most of
them have developed a larger
trading interest in and around
the region. 50 an appreciation
of the dollar against yen from
mid- 1995 automatically pulled
up the prices of their currencies
and eroded the competitive edge
of their products in the inter-
national market. This led to a
slowdown in the growth of their

exports which contributed to an
increase in the current account
deficits in most of the coun-
tries. This inevitably built up a
pressure to devalue their respec-
tive currencies.

At its low point, the rupiah
was more than 80 per cent down
against the dollar, and the cur-
rencies of Thailand, South Ko-
rea, Malaysia and Philippines
have all dived by 35-50 per cent.
These countries’ foreign debt
burdens have therefore swollen
alarmingly in local-currency
terms. Due to devaluation, the
ratio of foreign bank debt to
GDP has jumped from 35 per
cent to 140 per cent in Indone-

sia. THe result — most of tHe'In- '

donesian banks and firms are
now technically bankrupt.

The stockmarkets of the five
countries mentioned above
have suffered losses at least 60
per cent in dollar terms since
the start of 1997 and the shares
in Hong Kong and Singapore too
have shared the burden of the
beatings. An estimate by The
Economist put up a figure of a
staggering S600 billion, the
equivalent of two-fifths of the
region's GDP, loss in the stock
market's value as a result of the
turmoil. Malaysia alone lost
over S160 billion, mostly in
currency and stock markets.

As a post-mortem analysis
pertinent questions come — had
the countries gone too far and
too fast with their globalization
drive? Are they now paying
price for their excessive open-
ness?

Well, in an approach of ex-
port oriented economic devel-
opment, countries particularly
the developing ones must have
to shed their protective wall for
investment. A liberal industrial
policy is generally based on
many financial and non-fi-
nancial incentives. To attract
local and foreign investment in
labour and technology — inten-
sive industries the East and
Southeast Asian countries had
to do the same. Again develop-
ment of vibrant financial mar-
kets is a must for industrializa-
tiornn. Because only that can en-

sure the liquidity of the finan-
cial products of the general
holders and the industrial units
can go directly to the market for
capitalization. A financial
market which can fulfil these
requirements cannot operate
under a highly regulated and
controlled market system. The
East and Southeast Asian fi-
nancial markets were no excep-
tion. The respective govern-
ments were t to attain the
same objective from their fi-
nancial markets as their
economies continued to grow

- robustly. Mereover, the ss

of opening up of their industrial
and financial sect rs \began

‘more than two decade back to

come to the present stage. So
blaming the economies that
thez have gone too far too fast
with their globalization drive
does not seem to be based on
practicality or ground reality.
But something must have
gone wrong in their globaliza-
tion process.
e Economists has listed
"six deadly sins" that the Asian
countries have committed over

a period of time:

* An artificially low cost ol
t:aLFita] due to government sub-
sidies, foreign banks' eagerness
to loan and cheap dollar en-
couraged over investment in
property and projects with in-
adequate return. So the virtue
of high investment here has
turned into vices.

* Though credited with small
overnments, in most of the
ast and Southeast Asian coun-

tries they have intervened the
financial and industrial sectors
extensively during the past
three decades. This led to de-
velop underground econoimies
as well as governments’ pet mo-
nopolies in this region.

* In recent years econormnies
in this region have lost their
much admired high flexibilit
so that workers and firms could
not adjust to changes in de-
mand and supply quickly.

* Many of these countries
have unreliable legal system,
inadequate bank regulation
and supervision, a lack of cor-

and finishing can also come up
in a big way in spite of the
ﬁluba] competition. And, this
as to be done; otherwise, the
arment industry will also col-
apse.

Industrial expansion
through import substitution
under tariff protection is to-
tally out of date. In the age of
competition, we have to identify
the competitive advantages to
succeed in the international
market place. The garment in-
dustry flourished, because
labour is cheap. By this logic,
many other labour intensive
industries should enjoy the
competitive advantage. It is not
so because the labour force is il-
literate. They do not possess
the requisite skill. This calls
for massive investment in hu-
man resources development:
However, we do possess already
the competitive advantages in
expanding the leather industry
where, in addition to cheap
labour, basic raw material is
also locally available, We also
have the natural advantage to
promote petro-chemical indus-
tries and basic raw materials
for plastic, synthetic rubber
and chemical fibers should en-
able us to establish the required
competitive advantage in sev-
eral types of manufacturing en-
terprises.

e basic conclusion that
one can draw from the realities
of economic growth is that
there is a tremendous lack in
terms of political leadership
without a vision. Perhaps we
have remained so poor for so
long that we cannot move very
far from within our poverty
ridden environment. Is it cor-
rect? Or, is it in the interest of
the political leadership to keep

us poor?

porate (transparency and
widespread corruption. In
short, institutions have not
kept pace with economic devel-
opment.

* The long-term relationship
between firms and governments
breeded cronyism and corrup-
tion so firms were insulated
from market forces allowing
them to concentrate on maxi-
mizing assets and market
shares rather than maximizing
market return.

* Some of them have suffered
serious shortage of skilled
manpower in recent years. This
has pushed up wages in manu-
facturing faster than produc-
tivity, eroding their interna-
tional competitiveness.

Conclusion

Though for sometime, the
currencies of East and South-
east Asian countries showed
signs of steadying and stock
markets recovering, the eco-
nomic crisis was likely to
deepen as more firms and
banks might go bust and unem-
ployment and inflation rise. If
these happenings cannot be
contained in time, it could pro-
voke a backlash against global-
ization and an anti-west feeling
among the commoners. More-

over, governments have to im-
plement ntcf:ssa?' réeforms to
in

restructure their financial sec-
tors, and to start to deal with
weak spots of their economies —
such as inadequate bank regu-
lation, too much government
intervention, corruption and
lack of transparency. Then the
level of growth in the near fu-

ture may not touch the magic
figure of 8-9 per cent. but this
growth would be better balanced

and more sustainable. The East
and Southeast Asian economies
still retain some important
economic advantages over
other parts -of the world — such
as their high savings rates and
their openness to trade. These
accompanied by reforms hope-
fully may bring them back to a

ood growth tack. The sooner it

appens, the better for them in
particular and for the world in
general.

The crisis in East and
Southeast Asia has an impor-
tant lesson to offer to the "de-
veloping rest” — in their eager-
ness to opening up of their
economies they should not re-
peat the mistakes.

The writer is a Faculty
Member of BIBM, Dhaka

personnel

Sir, Recently the govern-
ment has introduced the new
pay scale for the government
employees as well as for the
employees of autonomous and
semi-autonomous bodies in
view of the economic hardships
caused by inflation and hlgh
prices of essential commeodi-
ties.

The benefit of new pay scale
has also been extended as usual
to the retired personnel who
have opted for monthly pen-
sion. But the retired personnel
who have drawn lump sum
amount as gratuity in lieu of
pension have been allowed no
additional benefit. In these
days of economic hardship
their condition is far worse
than ever as they are supposed
to spend the lump sum amount
drawn by them to meet the var-
ious urgent long pending de-
mands of their family like
those of marriage of their
sons/daughters, their education
expenses etc. The employees
have also been getting two festi-
val bonuses for the last few
years, but the retired employees
are deprived of the same.

Of late, there has been a lot
of correspondence through the
columns of the leading newspa-
pers highlighting the predica-
ment faced by these personnel
in the wake of their retirement.
But so far there is no response
from the government. Another

Eid has passed by and these per-
sonnel are languishing in abject
miseries arising out of fi-
nancial stringency on such fes-
tive occasions.

The government-declared
p-ulic:i! is for the welfare of the

e. In keeping with and up-
mgin the same, the govern-
ment should be instrumental in
sanctioning the following bene-
fits to the retired personnel so
as to relieve them of their fi-
nancial hardship and miseries
which they face in the wake of
their retirement for the sake of
justice and fairplay.

1) Benefit of recently intro-
duced pay scale to the retired

ersonnel who have drawn
ump sum amount as gratuity in
lieu of monthly amount as pen-
sion.

2] Two festival bonuses to
the retired personnel (both pen-
sioner and drawer of lJump sum
amount) at the rate of amount
entitled to as pension.

M Aminul Hug
9/4. Igbal Road
Mohammadpur, Dhaka-1207

On planned

river-channels

Sir, I would like to thank Mr
M A Matin for appreciating
((Update our atabase,
please....' DS-13.03.98) my pro-
[)osa] of large-scale river-dredg-
ng (My letter: River-dredging’,
DS, 21.02.98). | humbly admit

that I am a biologist and know
almost nothing of geology. ge-
omorphology or river mor-
phology. My urge for maintain-
ing riverine ecosystems is based
on simple common sense and a
little knowledge of bio-geogra-
phy. So updating the database
on river-channel morphology
is a rather difficult job for me,
Yet | feel it of utmost necessity
to update rver}fbudifl's knowl-
edge, especially on the matters
of his/her interest. Mr Matin
has helped me in the process
and can 1'1&1}:- also in the future,
but some ol his points are, in-
deed, questionable.

Mr Matin holds the view
that large-scale dredging and
[lood control are exactly the
human interventions that
would actually disturb the
riverine ecosystem instead of

rotecting it. Then should the
umans not plan the river-
channels at all by dredging,
embankments etc., and allow
the river's game of eroding one
bank and building the other? If
the natural river current is al-
lowed its natural course of de-
struction (and construction),
then why should we plan our
families having less children?
Is not the production of more
children a normal, natural pro-
cess?

Naturall the humans
should not hruck nor change the
river-channels. But natural
process of siltation, especially
in the middle of rivers as in the
Jamuna ‘naturally’ blocks the

natural straight course ol
rivers. That is why dredging is
required to make the water-
flow easy. straight and speedy
so that less sedimentation oc-
curs. The dredging should be
done re-currently as and when
necessary, not only once.

Mr Matin might have read
Ms Sarwat Chowdhury's article,
"Water Management in
Bangladesh: Lessons Learned
from the Recent Part" (DS-
14.03.98) where she wrote, "The
emphasis of dredging rivers in
the proposed Ganges barrage
project seems lo be a welcome
move. Instead of embankments,
dredging of Jamuna, Meghna
and smaller rivers would prob-
ably prove to be a more holistic
solution.”

M A S Molla
Member. BAAS
Dhaka.

To punish, or
not to punish

Sir, congratulations to the
PM for catching hold of so
many MPs for corruption. A
good job indeed, done for the
country's well-being. of course,
Though, strangely enough, how
come all the s charged for
corruption happen to belong to
one party only? Hard to believe,
indeed!

Does that mean that the -
ple of this country are to bcﬁ:voe
that the present MPs are all

good ones? If so. why is the
country going downhill eco-
nomically (judging from essen-
tials getting dearer each day)
and l’ﬁt crime is ever on the rise
(a teena%le girl murdered and so
many others raped).

It is very good to catch and
punish the culprits, but why not
all of them? One must not spare
some and punish some. That
would be nothing but gross in-
justice. So punish all fairly,
please. That will serve the coun-
try best and you would be
proved as a just leader.

Dr Sarah
Dhaka.
Primitive

Sir, These days it seems that
people no longer care about the
Shaheed Minar any more. On
21st February of this year, peo-
ple who went to the Shaheed
Minar to show their respect to
the martyrs — the immortal
braves who had laid down their
lives so that we could speak
Bangla without any fear or
favour in our motherland —
were abused and beaten and
their bouquets and wreaths
were shredded and crushed with
the feet. The perpetrators of this
violent and heinous crime can-
not be called humans but primi-
tive creatures.

After this incident the ruling
party went out of its way to

rove that the opposition party

ad organised and committed
this wicked act which only gave

the people reasons to believe
otherwise. The whole show was
too easy for a party in power 1o
carry out but not for somebody
who was the government’'s en-
emy for in a country like ours
everything is owned and be-
longs to the government. Ev-
eryone and everything was in
the right place and time to
make it look what the govern-
ment wanted the people to be-
lieve. But you can't fool all the
people for all the time!

Why would the BNP cadre as-
sault their own leader? It does
not make any sense at all. BTV
from the beginning repeatedly
declared. even before the facts
were known, that BNP has
committed this demeaning act.
it seemed that BTV was already
instructed from beforehand
(and who doesn't know that the
BTV is the government parrot);
the scene was already set for the
act with everyone and every-
thing in place.

Before Khaleda Zia reached
the scene of this foul play the
boys had already started their
debasing and barbaric acts.
Who were these boys? BTV cam-
era only focused briefly at
Khaleda Zia. then turned the
lens to the scene where all the
garlands and wreaths were be-
m% torn and trampled upon, but
failed to show the whole inci-
dent. Wasn't it deliberate?

Naseem Farhad
59-D Banani, Rd: 8
Dhaka



