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PCJSS hails |

passage of
CHT bills

From Our Correspondent
CHITTAGONG. May 10: Par-
battya Chattagram Jana Sang-
hati Samity (PCJSS]) has
thanked the government for the
passage of CHT Regional Coun-
cil Bill and three other amend-
ment bills on the three hill dis-
tricts by the Jatiya Sangsad.

In a press release signed by
PCJSS leader Rupayan Dewan
said that the misgivings regard-
ing the CHT bills have been re-
moved as government has as-
sured to amend the inconsis-
tencies in the passed bills by the
first week of June.

PCJSS urged all political
parties along with the govern-
ment to extend their support
and cooperation to remove the
inconsistencies in the CHT bills
and to help implement the CHT
peace accord.

Hasina urges
(G-8 to address
corcerns of LDCs

Prime Minister
Hasina has called upon the in-
dustrialised nations to give due
consideration to the concerns
of the Least Developed Coun-
tries (LDCs), reports BSS.

In a letter to British Prime
Minister Tony Blair, who is the
current chairman of G-8 (Group
of Eight industrialised states),
Sheikh Hasina said while the
process of globalisation pre-
sents an unprecedented oppor-
tunity for growth and prosper-
ity, it may also accentuate in-
equality in poorer countries.

Expressing apprehension
over lhe negative impact of
globalisation, she said unless
effective preventive and reme-
dial measures were laken, cer-
tain parts of the world could be-
come marginalised, the letter
said.

Detention of 11
BNP activists
declared illegal

A division bench of the High
Court yesterday-declared-illegal
the detention of 11 opposition
BNP activists who campaigned

ainst the CHT accord, reports
UNB.

The bench comprising Jus-
tice K M Hasan and Justice M
Latifur Rahman made the rules
absolute after hearing eleven
separate writ petitions.

Barrister Moudud Ahmed
appeared on behalf of the peti-
tioners, said a press release.

The detenus Jubo Dal leaders
in Khagrachhari were Alauddin
Alal, Hanif Miah, Sheikh M
Ibrahim, Masud Rana, M Sha-
hajahan, Harunur Rashid, Nu-
run Nabi and Abdul Latif and
JCD leaders Golam Sarwar
Shimul, Badiul Alam Bodi and
Sukumar Barua.

Tk 12 lakh worth
of gold bars
sei1zed at ZI1A

By Staff Correspondent

The Customs authorities at
the Zia International Airport
seized 25 gold bars worth about
Tk 12.28 lakh from a couple,
passengers of a Saudia flight,
yesterday.

Airport sources said out of
suspicion they scanned the lug-

age of the couple who arrived
rom Saudi Arabia on a Saudia
flight which landed at ZIA at
about 10 am.

After ascertaining existence
of gold inside their luggage. of-
ficials recovered 25 gold bars
weighing 10 tola each from
their luggage, the sources added.

A departmental case was
filed with Customs House in
this regard.
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Train collision kills 17 in ksam

Ctg Mail rams detached wagons of goods train:
Compartment smashed, engine damaged

Eleven wagons had pot de-
tached somehow and were
standing on the track off Naoti
station while the engine and
some, wagons ol the goods train
reached the station. The driver
and the station authorities did
not know that some wagons
were left behind.

Sixteen of the victims died
on the spot when the passenger
train hit the standing wagor.s
with a big bang at 4:52 am,
badly damaging the engine and
smashing a second class com-
partment next to it, railway
sources said. Six of the eleven
wagons were also badly
damaged and derailed.

Most of the victims were of
the second class comparuinent,
Those who died on the spot
included a railway securily per-

The current session of the
Jativa Sangsad is likely to be
prorogued on Tuesday with lit-
tle possibility of BNP's return to
the House,

Lawmakers of the main op-
position BNP, who had staged a
stormy walkout protesting the
Speaker’s decision limiting dis-
cussion on the CHT bills on
May 3, did not go back to the
House till May 6 when the ses-
sion was adjourned for five
days.

BNP also abstained from at-
tending yesterday's meeting of
the JS Business Advisory
Commillee {BAC) that decided
on the prorogation and the
agenda for the last working day
of the current session, meeting
sources said.

However, PM's parliamen-
tary affairs adviser Suranjit
Sengupta told The Daily Star
that the session might E-C ex-
tended by another day provided
BNP returns to the House on
Tuesday:.

But, a top BNP leader ruled
out any possibility of their
joining the current session.

Meanwhile, BNP lawmakers

By Staff Correspondent

sonnel. Abdur Rashid Majum-
dar, and two women. Another
woman identified as Anowara
Begum, 50, died at Nangolkot
Thana Health Complex (THC]),
the sources said. :

Of the injured, seven were
rushed to Comilla Medical Col-
lege Hospital. eight to Nan-
golkot THC, three others to
Laksam THC while the rest were
released after first aid.

The Chittagong Mail that
left Dhaka the night before hit
the wagons nearly half an hour
after the Tejgaon-bound goods
train had reached Naoti sta-
tion, leaving behind 11 out of
its 52 wagons.

Railway sources said, the 11
wagons from the rear portion of
the goods train, coming from
Chittagong Port. had got de-

JS session likely to be |
prorogued tomorrow,
BNP unlikely to return

By Nazmul Ashraf and Reaz Ahmad

are due to stage a dawn-dusk
hunger strike on Tuesday at the
city's Paltan Maidan in demand
for. among other things, repeal
of the CHT accord and the laws
enacted for its implementation.

The BAC meeting also de-
cided on an announcement re-

arding formation of 21 par-
jamentary standing commit-
tees on different ministries and
completion of constitution of
14 standing bodies on the con-
cluding day.

Earlier, in November ]ast
year, the 14 standing bodies
were formed keeping seats for
the BNP vacant.

Asked about his party's ab- '

siention from yesterday's BAC
meet, Chief Whip of the Opposi-
tion Khandakar Delwar Hos-
sain attributed this to the
Speaker's non-compliance with
their request to convene the
BAC meeting before the CHT
bills were passed.

"Holding a meeting after the
urpose was served is nothing
ut an eye wash ... They did ev-

erything in the House unilater-
ally and deprived us of our

See Page 12 Col 2

At least 17 people were killed and 30 injured when the Chittagong Mail from Dhaka
rammed into some detached wagons of a goods train at a place between Naoti and
Nangolkot railway stations in Laksam early morning yesterday.

tached al a place some two
kilometres from Naoti, with the
driver knowing nothing aboul
it. The poods train had reached
Naoti station at 4:18 am and
was standing there to allow the
Chittagong Mail to pass.

Getting clearances from
Naoti rail station, the Chit-
tagong Mail advanced only to
face the disaster.

As an immediate action. the
Station Master on duty at Naoti
and the guard of the goods train
have been placed under suspen-
sion.

The sources said it is being
suspected that the guard of the
goods train, whose guard brake
was left with the detached wag-
ons, might have been sleeping

at that time.
See Page 12 Col 4

PM visits train
accident victims,
assures help

ASHKAMTA, Comilla, May
10: After hearing the news of
early morning train accident,
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
rushed to the spot today to con-
sole the survivors and see the
destruction caused by the tragic
mishap, reports UNB,

Al least 17 people were killed
and some 50 others injured in
the accident which took place
near Naoti Station in Laksam.

Cancelling her scheduled
programmes in the capital, the
Prime Minister flew in Nan-
galkot, three kilometres from
the scene of the accident. and
visited the Thana Health Com-
plex where eight seriously in-
jured people were receiving
treatment.

The critically injured pas-
sengers were referred to the
Comilla general hospital.

At Nangalkot thana health
camplex. Hasina expressed her
sympathy to the injured people
who were groaning in pains in
the hospital beds. She asked the
attending doctors to take proper
care of the victims.

From the hospital the Prime
Minister went to the spot.
Ashkamta, where the twisted
compartment of the passenger
train was left beside the track.
Four bogies of the goods train
were also derailed in the acci-

See Page 12 Col 6

Wreckage of bogeys of the passenger and the goods train.
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'Business confidence appears fragile

Donors blame political

situation, leadership

Donors sit with the govern-
ment tomorrow to review the
economic progress against the
backdrop of what they said lack
of business confidence because
of confronting political situa-
tion and frustration about po-
litical leadership.

"“Business confidence ap-
pears to be fragile because of
confronting political situation,
toll collection and frustration
about political leadership both
in power and in opposition,”
said a World Bank-Asian De-
velopmient Bank johit repert
prepared for the tn&-tiﬂ::f.

1e meeting is scheduled for
one day and the WB will lead the
donors' community.

The joint report of the WB
and ADB called '‘Bangladesh
Economic Change and the Pol-
icy Agenda’ is highly critical of
the government's economic and
reform management. [t ob-
served, "The economic envi-
ronment remains uncertain
and a sense of urgency is miss-
ing in policy making. The fi-
nancial sector remains vulner-

Star Report

able with non-performing loan
accounting for a third ol loan
portiolio.”

The report questioned the
government's willingness to
off-load the loss making SOEs.
“The government’'s position on
privatisation remains unclear
since very few enterprises have
been handed over to the private
sector. There is also uncer-
tainty about the direction of
economic policy. Privatisation
programme is virtually at a
standstill. financial sector re-
form has slowed dewn, and no
significant change has been
made in trade regime during the
last two years.”

The progress of reforms in
the financial sector and public
administration were also seri-
ously criticised by the donor
document. "The financial sector
remains fragile. Capital inade-

uacy is currently estimated at
Ellk 133 billion and this will rise
if fundarhental reforms are not
undertaken immediately. The
government has been attempt-
g to reform the financial sys-

tem with donor assistance, but
progress has been slow”, it
noted.

Despiie formation of special
task forces in the Bangladesh
Bank and f[inancial institu-
tions. the loan recovery effort
needs to be significantly inten-
sified. it pointed out.

The donors called for en-
abling legislation and actions
against defaulters and said un-
viable institutions should be
restructured or closed down.

Public administration re-
form committee has wvirtually
become non-functional follow-
ing the resignation of its
chairman, they said urging the
government to appoint a new
chairman.

The donors also pointed out

that there has been no progress °

in setting up efliciency unit in
the Prime Minister's Office and
regarding appointment of om-
budsmen. 'Separation of lower

judiciary from the executive is

yet to be accomplished.’
The WB-ADB document also
See Page 12 Col 4

The government is showin
iotal indifference to a proposa
by BAPEX to exploit
gas from a common reserve
Bangladesh geologically shares
with India near Kosba in
Brahmanbaria.

BAPEX had already struck a
small gasfield in Salda river
area under Kosba thana in
1996. It has been pursuing the

overnment for about one and a

alf years to allow it to drill
two more wells to expand data
base and increase gas supplies
from the structure.

But the government hardly
took any interest in the BAPEX
proposals. Recently, in order to
win over the decision makers,
BAPEX has revised its proposal
— slashing one out of the two
proposed wells.

While decisions are stuck up
due to bureaucratic red-tapisin,
the Indian side has been ex-
tracting gas from the common
reserve through several wells
for the last 10 years. The delay
is depriving Bangladesh of ex-

loiting the natural resource
ound in the geological struc-
ture named Rokhiya situated in
Salda in the country's eastern
part bordering India, according
to official sources.

If India continues to extract

gas and Bangladesh does not the
country's gas production capa-
bility from the bordering re-
serve will be reduced because of
pressure loss. This will also

make cost recovery [or gas ex-
traction difficult for
Bangladesh.

Currently, the lone well in
Salda is producing 15 million
cubic feet of gas per day
(MMCFD) since late March.
This has helped improve power
generation in the country.

According to energy experts,
when such common deposits
are found. the countries con-
cerned %it with necessary data
to determine who owns how
much gas. This is necessary for
systematic extraction of the
natural resources.

But Bangladesh is nol even
well equipped with data for
such meetings with India be-
cause its data base is inade-
quale. "We have information
gathered from only one well,"
said a source. "We need to dig
more wells to gather enoug
information so that we can sit
for negotiation with India. This
is why BAPEX proposed the dig-
ging of wells."
~ "This structure starts in In-

No step jret to exploit gas from
'common reserve' in Salda

By Inam Ahmed and Sharier Khan

dia. enters Bangladesh and then
it runs back to India by another
side,” said Dr Badrul Imam,
Chairman of Geology Depart-
ment, Dhaka University. "The
natural gas flow will favour In-
dia if we don’t tap the re-
sources.” he noted.

The Salda-1 gasfield was
drilled at a cost of Tk 25 crore
{or 6.5 million US dollars, a low
cost operation by international
standard). BAPEX drilled about
2100 metres and hit a 0.23 tril-
lion cubic leet gas reserve.,

BAPEX submitted a Tk 105
crore project in mid-1996 for
drilling two 'development gas
wells' in Salda and an ‘ex-
ploratory well' in Sikail under
a three-year-plan. This plan
was stopped at the pre-ECNEC
level and it was suggested that
BAPEX should submit two sepa-
rate proposals for Salda and
Sikail.

Accordingly, BAPEX pro-
ceeded with a Tk 60 crore plan
for Salda. This passed the pre-
ECNEC stage. But at the ECNEC
meeting a few months ago, the
project was turned down saying
'unll}; one development' could be
approved, one source said,

"By that time, BAPEX had

See Page 12 Col 3

Buddha
Purnima
today

Buddha Purnima, the most
sacred religious festival of the
Buddhist Community, will be
celebrated across the country
today, reports BSS.

e festival commemoraltes
the anniversary of birth of Lord
Buddha.

The day is a public holiday.
National dailies will publish
special features on the occasion
while Bangladesh Betar and
Bangladesh Television will put
up special programimes.

Different Buddhist organisa-

tions have drawn up elaborate
programmes, including recita-

tion of verses {rom the Tripi-
tak, discussions, colourful ral-
lies, Pradip Puja and cultural
functions.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and leader of the Oppo-
sition in Parliament Begum
Khaleda Zia in separate mes-
sages conveyed their good
wishes to the Buddhist commu-
nity of the country.

Bangladesh Puja Udjapan
Parishad also conveyed its good
wishes to the Buddhist commu-

nity.

{Bangladf:sh Boudhha Krishti
Prachar Sangha yesterday
launched a three-day pro-
ramme in celebration of the
day at Dharmarajika Buddha

| Bihar at Kamalapur in the city.

'—

Govt 'extremely unhappy’

over Occidental's
performance

The government is ‘ex-
tremely unhapﬁy' with the per-
formance of the US based oil
and gas company, Occidental,
for the two major accidents at
Magurchhara and Lakkatura
during its operation, UNB quot-
ing official sources said.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has directed the Energy
and Mineral Resources Min-
istry to prepare a current status
reporl on overall activities in
the oil and gas sector.

Officials said the Prime
Minister who is in charge of the
ministry has convened a meet-
ing of senior officials on May
18. The meeting is scheduled to
be held at the Secretariat.

State Minister for energy
and mineral resources Rafiqul
Islam told UNB that the Prime
Minister will take stock of the
latest situation,

Prof Rafiq declined to com-

ment on the perlformance of the
Occidental. However, he ac-
knowledged that the ministry is
seriously going through the
contract documents signed with
the company.

He said the government is
yet to grant an extension of the
contract period.

"The decision will be taken

only after examining the con-
tract documents,” said the State
Minister.

Informed sources said the
government might go for strong
measures against Occidental if
any proof of negligence was
found for the recent leakage of
gas in Lakkatura gasfield.

Meanwhile, sources said
that inauguration of the Sangu
off-shore gasfield will be de-
layed further as the operator
company, Cairn Energy. is yet
to ensure full-pledged operation
of the gasfield.

The government and the op-
erator company are yet to reach
consensus on the amount of gas
to be supplied to the Bakhrabad
grid from the field.

Cairn Energy showed inter-
est to supply 160 million cft gas
per day while local experts
viewed extraction must not
cross 120 million cft per day.

An official said they have a
sad expc-ience of extracting too
much gas .~om one of the wells
of the Bakhrabad field which
had to be abandoned midway.

"The rate of extraction must
not exceed 30 million cft per
day from one well. As the Sanﬁu

s

off-shore gasfield has four we
See Page 12 Col 8
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Two Dhaﬁmondi Lake bridges to
be replaced with wider ones

Two bridges are likely to be
built on Dhanmondi Lake at
roads 32 and eight, replacing
the existing narrow ones.

The bridges, estimated to
cost around Tk three crore, may
be included in the on-going
Dhanmondi Lake Development
Project. A project proposal,
prepared by Vitti Sthapati Ltd,
was submitted to the LGRD Min-
istry more than a month ago for
its approval, sources said.

A Vitti architect said that
the new bridges would be 15
metres wide. The existing
bridges are just over six metres
wide. The length of the new
bridges would be slightly short-
ened and their heights in-
creased so that boats could ply

By Morshed Ali Khan

unhindered in the lake.
The new bridges would have
separate rickshaw, vehicle and

pedestrian lanes. Their access
roads would also be widened to
ensure smooth traffic move-
ment in the area. . T

At present, the narrow
bridges cause massive traffic
jam in the area during school

hours.

Meanwhile, the cost of the
Dhanmondi Lake Development
Project has gone up by a least
two Tk crore, totaling Tk 12
crore. With the probable inclu-
sion of the bridge component
the project would cost Tk 15
crore, Vitti sources said.

“The re-excavation and the
drainage components are cost-

ing us an additional Tk one
crore each,” the source said.
Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) has served six Dhan-
mondi residents with notices to
immediately vacate the lake-
side land which they have en-
croached upon. DCC sources
said that several J]revinus no-
tices were ignored by the en-

croachers.
"Now we have identified six

major cases of encroachment,
four of which are at Road 27 and
two elsewhere," said a DCC
source. adding that if the notice
went unanswered, legal action

would be taken.
The PWD, in a survey two
years ago, had pinpointed more

See Page 12 Col 7
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Shazneen murder

CID may seek
fresh remand

of Hasan,
two others

By Staff Correspondent

C11) investigalion to deler-
mine whether there was any
abettor in the Shazneen murder
is still on although statements
of the prime accused, Shahid,

has not yet helped the investi-
Famra ind any "cnnﬁpiratr
»ehind the brutal killing, CID

officials said yesterday.

Meanwhile, contraclor
Hasan, supervisor Badal and
carpenter Shoni Ram will be
produced before the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's court
today after expiry of their two-
day remand. CID may pray for a
fresh remand of the three who
were engaged in a renovation
work at the Gulshan residence
of Shazneen's father Latifur
Rahman, Chairman of
Transcom Ltd. They were en-
gaged in the renovation for
more than a year.

The CID officials said the
did not get any 'conclusive find-
ing’ about the involvement of
more than one person in the
killing of the 15-year-old girl.

See Page 12 Col 7

BUET deadlock

No word yet from
Chancellor's
office regarding
VC's resignation
By Staff Correspondent

No official communication
has so far been made between
the Chancellor's office and that
of the Vice Chancellor of BUET
as the stalemate at the univer-
sily continued for the sixth day
vesterday, official sources said.

Prof Igbal Mahmud, who re-
signed from the post of VC of
BUET on May 4, exchanged
views with BUET Teachers' As-
sogciation leaders and other
colleagues Kesterda_',r in an ef-
fort to work out a solution to
the crisis.

When contacted last night.

See Page 12 Col 1

Stalemate at
CU continues

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 10:
Stalemate at the Chittagong
University continued with no
sign of solution still in sight,
cammpus sources said.

Most of the classes were not
held” today due to absence of
students. Proctor of CU said
some classes were taken despite

r presence of students.

The shuttle train on the uni-
versity line ran today under po-
lice escort while some buses
also plied from the town to the
campus.

Most of the students did not
attend classes fearing fresh
outbreak of violence as the sit-
uation on the campus remained
volatile, the sources said.

The Proctor. however, in-
formed that efforts were under-

way to hold discussions with
See Page 12 Col 6

Validity of CHT accord
Appeal against
HC judgement

on writ dismissed

The Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court yesterday
dismissed the application seek-
ing aplrnca! against the judge-
ment of the High Court Division
that rejected summarily the
writ petition regarding Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts Peace

ireement.

Chief Justice A T M Afzal
was in the chair. The other
judges were Justice Mustafa

amal. Justice Latifur Rahman,
Justice Mohamimad Abdur Rouf
and Justice Bimalendu Bikash
Roy Chuwdhul?.

Earlier a High Court Divi-
sion Bench had rejected sum-
marily the writ petition filed b
Advocate Shamsuddin Ahme
challenging validity of the
Chittagong Hill Tracts Peace
Agreement.

“Advocate Shamsuddin
Ahmed moved the application
in person before the Appellate
Division.

Attorney General K S Nabi
appeared for the state. .

Rule nisi on Govt
for detention
of JCD leaders

The High Court yesterday is-
sued rule nisi upon the gov-
ernment to show cause why the
detention of JCD President
Shahiduddin Chowdhury Anny
and another leader shall not be
declared illegal and they be set
free, reports UNB.

The Division bench com-
prising Justice KM Hasan and
Justice Mohammad Latifur
Rahman issued the rule upon
two separate writ petitions
moved on behalf of Anny and
Mohammad Asaduzzaman
Asad.

Barrister Maudud Ahmed
appeared for the petitioners.




