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Give the Nation a Break

We are relieved. But only as long as it contributes
in averting yet another bloody clash or a disrup-

tive incident on the campus. History says this so-
called rehabilitation of the students and activists

banished from their dormitories by their rivals af-
ter every hall capturing incident is not a particu-
larly durable device to bring back the elusive peace
and normalcy on the campus. There is no guaran-
tee that AL's student front BCL which had hitherto
been resisting the return of students and activists
belonging to opposition BNP's JCD after having
captured all the university halls of residence,
would not indulge in the same crudely nasty and il-
legal throwing out game again. Things can get back
to square one anytime. It only needs a spark.

It is this inherent weakness of these adhoc peace
measures which calls for a return to the root of the
problem — the nexus of these student organisations
with political parties. It is they who are injecting
doses of moral transgression into the students day
by day. It is because of them that the head of an in-
stitution that should have ideally meant a body of

teaching of a corpus of knowledge has to sit with
student fronts for purely administrative issues
like boarding and admission. After all, who are
these student fronts and leaders to decide who
should stay and who should not stay on the cam-
pus? )

This latest abomination of hall capturing is a
illustration of the rotting process that began in the
educational institutions since independence. Ap-
parently political leaders are under the illusion
that hall capturing helps them steal a march over
rivals in politics. We want to tell them unequivo-
cally that they could not have made a more
compelling case of living in fool's paradise. We are
not sure what short term targets you achieve by
using these impressionable minds but there is no
doubt whatsoever in our mind that you are giving
the nation the rope by sticking to your vicious
course.

DU authorities, or for that matter all university
authorities, can only chip in as far as the
situation allows them to. The real initiative lies
with the political leaders who have to mean what
they say and dissociate themselves from the
student fronts.

Follow it Up

The general impression has been that standard
of medical education in the country has fallen
sharply over the years. This was reinforced by the
knowledge of poor equivalence rating our medical
graduates had been regularly receiving vis-a-vis
their counterparts abroad. But now comes a more
solid and indepth analysis of our medical educa-
tion realities. An independent reviewers team
from the UK took a close look at Dhaka, Chit-
tagong and Rangpur medical colleges and found out
that their teaching standards were "extremely
poor." There is, of course, more to medical educa-
tion than mere teaching. Curriculum, %student
guidance, performance assessment and environ-
ment are equally jmportant components of it. The
British evaluators’ team shed light on all of these
areas and gave grades to each of the medical col-
leges on the basis of a set of presumably interna-
tional criteria.

All their suggestions are with the government
now. Hopefully, no stone will be left unturned in
implementing their recommendations at the earli-
est. Their work relates to the government-run med-
ical colleges but this must hold equally good for the
medical institutions in the private sector. Without
spreading its limited resources thin on new medi-
cal college projects, the government should con-
centrate on improving the quality of education be-
ing now sloppily imparted by the existing medical
colleges.

We appreciate the government's imaginative step
to have had some renowned educationists from
abroad take a hard look at our medical education
system and suggest ways to perfect it. But all this
might go waste if it is not followed up with imple-
mentation sooner than later. What we must ensure
is: (a) the quality of medical education is uniform
within the country; and (b) it conforms to interna-
tional standards. Surely we do not want to be
thrown by the wayside before the tremendous ad-
vances made by medical science.

Ball in Tel Aviv's Court

Even as Netanyahu repeats his rejection of US
peace formula and declines requests to attend
Washington talks, US envoy Jennis Ross keeps try-
ing to persuade him to change his mind.

The much-vaunted London talks had failed to
get Netanyahu's approval on a US proposal for 13
per cent withdrawal from the occupied territories
on the West Bank. This had already been agreed to
by Yasser Arafat. The Palestinian leader has also
promptly indicated his readiness to join the forth-
coming Washington talks thus rolling the ball full
motion into Netanyahu's court.

Yasser Arafat had originally asked for a 19 per
cent pull-out from the West Bank in addition to
roughly 27 per cent that has already been achieved
on the ground. By scaling down the Palestinian
demand to 13 per cent which is at par with the per-
centage sought in the US-brokered peace formula,
Arafat has diplomatically added to the American
pressure on Israel.

The emissarial bid of the US in Tel Aviv is billed
to produce a two-some result: Netanyahu has to re-
lent on his sticking point of 9 per cent pull-out and
agree to put his signature on a raised quantum of
troops withdrawal by joining the Washington
meet. '

When fundamental questions on the status of
Jerusalem and Palestinian statehood remain un-
resolved there is no time for dithering on the
rudimentary process of autonomy and devolution
launched quite a few years ago. Extremists on both

sides need not get an upperhand through complica-

tion that seem so avoidable.
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habuddin Ahmed deserves
heartiest congratulations
and strong moral support from
all  well-meaning, law abiding
and fair minded people from
all walks of life for his bold
statement on bank defaulters
in course of delivering his
Nurul Matin Memorial Lecture
on Ethics and Banking in BIBM
on Wednesday last week. The
full text of his address appeared
in The Daily Star, on Saturday,
May 9, 1998.
As | have been emphasizing
in this column over the last few
ars, the entire banking sector
as been brought to a dpoint of
precipice by wrong an liti-
cally dictated lending policies
and corrupt practices. Ethical
norms, accountability, effi-
ciency criteria and discipline
were sacrificed while a philos-
ophy of "borrow now and never
pay" was pursued by powerful

groups of people.
hB}f and large, this philoso-
P

has given rise to a rotten
culture these days.

Vast
amounts of loans

P RESIDENT Justice Sha-

have re-
mained unrealised, or to use the
currently pular vocabulary,
willfully defaulted. In order to
minimise the adverse effects of
such defaulted loans, some past
policy makers permitted many
new private banks (which was
certainly a good Enllcyh re-
duced central bank's lending
rates to commercial banks
(6.5% now) and allowed consid-
erable freedom for the latter to
charge the current borrowers
substantial margins in the
hope that these policies would
promote more businesses, inject
competition in the banking
market and help the commer-
cial banks make greater profits
from which larger provision-
ing for bad loans could be kept.
Not only these policies did
not succeed in increasing

The State of the Bking Sector

"To date, the amount of money borrowed by the defaulters is about fourteen thousand crore Taka and its non-
payment has been disrupting the banking system'

larger provisions for bad debts,
which will be shown below, but
also, as | argued then, banking
system in Bangladesh being an
oligopoly market with domi-
nant and follower banks, in-
terest rates to the borrowers
have not come down (it is now
prevailing somewhere between
14% to 18%) and also realising
high interest rates from the
current generation of borrowers
to cover the losses due to willful
default amounts to sheer injus-
tice to the present generation of
borrowers. Why should the pre-
sent generation pay for the sins
of the past generations?

Further, I also argued then
that such freedom to the com-
mercial banks to charge high
interest rates would act as a
crunch on the economy. This is
what we are witnessing today.
There are very few industries in
the country in which the net
value-added is more than 15%
to 20%. If interest rate is about
15%, on the average, and a bribe
of at least 10%-12% has to be
paid to the bank officials,
which sensible entrepreneur
will borrow money from banks
to start an industry? In addi-
tion, industrial loans have be-
come not only expensive but
also scarce in recent years. No
wonder, industria rowth
which was taking place at
about 7%- 8% a few years ago is
now hovering around 4%-5%
and thousands of (according to
FBCCI, it comes to about 7,000)
industrial units have been
closed down.

However, getting back to the
point of effects of loan defaults
on the banking system., how
can the existing banks forgive,
or be lenient about realising,
such a huge amount of loans ly-

ing with the defaulters? Some
simple arithmetic on the size of
the defaulted loans would be eye
openers to many readers.

In Justice Shahabuddin's
address, it has been mentioned
that "To date, the amount of
money borrowed by the default-
ers is about fourteen thousand
crore Taka and its non-pay-
ment has been disrugting the
banking system”.
thousand crore Taka at the cur-
rent exchange rate of , say, 81 =
TK 46 comes to S 3.04 billion,
which is about 150% of the an-
nual aid commitments that

ourteen

The other aspect of this vast
amount of defaulting loans is
the stagnating effect on the
country's economic growth
through decreased flow of pro-
ductive loans to the genuine en-
trepreneurs. The losses of po-
tential output and income to
the participating factors. of
production have not been
worked out by any body.
Without any doubt whatso-
ever. the short, medium and
long-term eflfects of 53 billion
investment on income, sav-
ings/ investment and employ-
ment would be enormous in

Kabir U Ahmad

Bangladesh government gets
from the donors, or twice the
annual amount of aids and
loarns disbursed every year.
With this amount of money,
Bangladesh could have con-
structed pnore than three Ja-
muna Bridges (the cost of the
Jamuna Bridge was initially
estimated at S800 million). Or
alternatively, with 83 billion,
Bangladesh government could
have totally eliminated the
country's entire poverty in a
period of about 3-4 years.
Anyone who talks of poverty
alleviation and at the same
time becomes soft or lenient to
the loan defaulters does not
mean what he/she says about
poverty or speeding up of eco-
nomic growth of the country.

Bangladesh. economy. On the
financial side, the availability
of this $3 hillion cash in the
financial system would have a
salutory effect on interest rate
and investment incentives
which would stimulate further
economic growth. All these
beneficial effects have been lost
to the economy due simply to
the default culture.

However, there are three
questions that would be of in-
terest to everyone: (i) Who are
the beneficiaries of this vast
scale of loan default ? How
could such an enormous scale
of default was tolerated ? [ii)
What is the present state of
bank loans in the country ? Or
what is the current state of
classified/ bad loans ? and [iii)

Sino-Indian Ties

what can be done to rid the
banking sector of itsills 7 Or
how to restore accountability,
efficiency and discipline in the
banking sector ?

Beneficiaries of the
Default Loans

There was a long list of de-
faulters running over two thou-
sand or so published in various
national dailies recently. But it
is not the small defaulters who
are the major beneficiaries. As
President Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed quoted from some
recent press reports saying that
"51 political leaders and their
supporters including some
members of parliament belong-
ing to different political parties
are bank loan defaulters”.

He gave a vivid description
of a bank official who was ar-
rested but later succeeded in
getting scot free. He further
pointed out that these are the
"major borrowers who are the
worst defaulters and it is they
who pose the threat to the na-
tional economy”. These default-
ers, according to him," walk
tall, talk loud, influence public
authority and even threaten
bank if it presses for realisa-
tion of its dues”, To add to this
graphic description, they also
get their due payment resched-
uled number of times without
much difficulty.

The roots of the trouble, or
the "default culture”, lie here.
The nexus of political power,
some [ politically backed)
members of the business com-
munity and some corrupt bank
officials created this rotten
culture. Once men at the top in-
dulge in corrupt practices with
some accomplices here and

there, men and women below
them get the courage to follow
the same path. A new set of un-
written rules and behaviour
become the norms which come
into direct conflict with the es-
tablished legal and ethical
norms.

Over the years the former
%ets widely practised while the
atter gets vitiated and loses its
force. Once this culture of defi-
ance of law and morality
spreads to the warp and weft of
the society, who can prevent
widespread terrorism, extor-
tion of money and wealth, rape
and murder, and other kinds of
violent behaviour ? This is
what is happening in the soci-

ety today.

To answer the question
raised above, it is now easy to
see who are the beneficiaries of
this culture and how the gov-
ernment and the banking insti-
tutions tolerated such defaults.
No one can deny that govern-
ments knew very well what
was happening but was unwill-
ing to punish them. But now
that a new awareness has
dawned on the present govern-
ment about realising these
willfully defaulted loans, the
husili:scss community has been
consistently articulating their
grievances about bank loan fa-
cilities, and the highly re-
spectable person like President
Shahabuddin Ahmed is force-
fully presenting his case
against willful defaulters, there
is hope that there will be a so-
cial movement against such
culture.

One also hopes that new laws
will come into existence not
only to realise these defaulted
loans but also to combat and
eradicate this sickness of "de-
fault culture" from the society
at large.

o be concluded next week)

Remark of Indian Defence Minister and its Ripples

ERTAIN comments of new
Indian defence minister
eorge Fernandes about

his country's relations with
China and more pointedly how
New Delhi views Beijing have
caused a flutter in some

quarters in both India and-

outside. These remarks by the
defence minister of India's new
government have drawn sharp
reactions from China and some
opposition leaders in India
itself are seeking to question
the wisdom of the minister in
making the comments which
are seen as potentially danger-
ous to affect the current state of
the New Delhi-Beijing relations
that have reached a level of
normalisation after efforts for

‘. many years,

But some others feel that the:
Mr Fer-
nandes about China in the con-
text of his country's sm::uriﬁy
perspective are not mere ofl-
the-cuff kind of remarks but
they do deserve serious atten-
tion howsoever unpalatable
thc’\]{ might seem to be.
he opposition parties —
particularly the Congress —
seem to be sparing no efforts to
undermine the new government
on this issue and even charged
the Bharatiya Janata Parzly
(BJP)-led barely one-and-a-half
month old government with in-
::?t licies like the comments
of the defence minister that
would harm India's relations
with countries with which pre-
vious governments assiduously
nurtured the bilateral ties.
Clearly, leaders like Mr
Sharad Pawar, the leader of tke
opposition in the Lokshaba
[Lower house) and a former de-
fence minister himself, took
exception to the remarks of the
defence minister on China and
has even gone to the extent of
urgir{g prime minister Atal Bi-
hari allpa}ree to consider shift-
ing Mr Fernandes to some other
portfolio. He said normalisaton
of the ties with China has been
done after painstaking efforts
by both sides and there is no
reason that this condition
should be reversed no matter
what the principal bone of con-
tention between the two coun-

ing, China makes every e

Mr Fernandes is known for a long time as a critic of China and favours the independence:afi"ibet, whose
spiritual leader Dalai Lama now lives in India in exile and campaigning for freedom of the Tibetuwle.

tries remains unresolved,
However, Mr Pawar said that
Mr Fernandes is a senior politi-
cal leader known for his calibre
and knowledge and it is ex-
ﬁcr_‘ted that he would restraint
is views on sensitive issues.

The matter has not stopped in
India — as China and Myan-
mar, which also ligured in the

remarks of the Indian defence
minister, have joined the issue
with disapproving views.

Myanmar said tQe policy of
the new Indian govérnment as
regards to China and involvin
Myanmar what Yangon sai
"unnecessarily” in the subject
may be a pretext for New Delhi
to go for building nuclear
weapons in the south Asian re-
gion.

Some Indian newspapers
have criticised the comments of
the defence minister while
some other felt that the minis-
ter might have touched upon the
reality of Indian defence pa-
rameters by once again high-
lighting the China factor.

In his first observation on
China, Mr Fernandes soon after
taking the office, said that In-
dia's security threat mainly
comes from that country and
not from arch-rival Pakistan.
He then followed it up b{f say-

ort to
harm India's security when he
said Beijing was much behind
[slamabad's recent test-firing of
the "Ghauri” missiles.

The defence minister was
more specific and hard-hitting
in his last views about his coun-
try's giant neighbour when he
delivered a commemorating
speech in New Delhi on late Mr
V K Krishma Menon, who was
the defence minister of India
during the Sino-Indian border
clash in 1962 which was disas-
trous for New Delhi, and Mr
Menon had to resign. Mr Fer-
nandes said on the occasion
that China is assisting Myan-
mar in strengthening the lat-
ter's defence capabilities, and in
the process, developed a modern
surveillance system in the

"Coco islands” in Myanmar
with an eye on India.

He said Beijing is also ex-
panding and modernising some
airfields in the Tibet region to
make them capable of dealing
with supersonic combat air-
craft and, obviously. the target
is India. Then even after his
remarks have come in for criti-
cisms from China and Myan-
mar as well as from opposition
circles in his own country, Mr
Fernandes said there is no

uestion of slackening of In-

ian military strength along
the Chinese border while the
process of normalisation would
continue between the two
neighbours.

Some of the remarks of the
defence minister came close on

a number of party leaders in-
cluding Mr Laloo Prasad Yadav,
who was the chief minister of
the state,

Later, Mr Yadav himself
quit the Janata Dal and formed
Rastriya Janata Dal after
falling with party's leadership
that included former prime
minister HD Deve Gowda and
Sharad Yadav, Janata Dal
leader from once again the Bi-
har state. The party of Mr Fer-
nandes is smaﬂ)but because of
its crucial support and his own
image, he has not only become
the defence minister in the new

government but alsao made an- .

other "Samata party” leader Mr
Nitish Kumar as the important
railways minister of the coun-

try.
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the heels of the first ever visit to
India by the chief of the general
staff of the Chinese army.

Mr Fernandes is no novice
in Indian political scene. He
does not belong to the BJP
which is the main constituent
of the new coalition govern-
ment. Known as a fireband so-
cialist, out-spoken Mr Fernan-
des was a senior minister also
before and has been an experi-
enced parliamentarian for
many years.

In the early eighties, 1 had
the occasion to his oratory in
the Parliament. His "Samata
party” is confined in Bihar state
where it hel the BJP to make
inroads in the state and in the
process crumbled the hitherto
bastion of the Janata Dal and
the Rastriya Janata Dal Mr
Fernandes himself was a leader
of the Janata Dal but parted
ways following differences with

Mr Fernandes is known for a
long time as a critic of China
and favours the independence
of Tibet, whose spiritual leader
Dalai Lama now lives in India
in exile and campaigning for
freedom of the Tibetan people.

But what has really
prompted the new defence min-
ister to raise issues against
China at a time when two coun-
tries have succeeded in normal-
ising their once-belligerent
ties? This has raised eye brows
in several quarters.

India and China were once
close friends and "Hindi-Chini
Bhai Bhai" phrase is not un-
known. The relationship
turned sour over claims and
counter-claims on each other's
territory which led to the bor-
der war in '62. Moreover the
closeness of Pakistan, the tra-
ditional rival of India, with
China at that tune also con-
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tributed to the hostile nature of
the bilateral ties.

Evidently, Indian security
dimensions took a new turns
with the 1962 border clash and
both New Delhi and Beijing
looked askanse at each other's
designs. It took a long time to
begin and continue the process
of normalising the relation-
ship. Today's Prime Minister
Mr Vajpayee as the external af-
fairs minister of the Janata
party government visited China
in the late '#0s and that worked
in improving the ties. Late
Prime Minister Rajlv Gandhi
visited China in 1988 which
further contributed to the de-

velopment of the state of the '

bilateral ties, The two countries
said they would seek to improve
the bitter relationship although
there was no progress in resolv-
ing the main cause of hostilities
— the border dispute. India says
China ille%ajlj,r occupies more
than 40,000 sq miles in the
Kashmir area while China
maintains that India is in con-
trol of Chinese territory in the
Arunachal area.

I remember, Mr VK Krishna
Menon was in Dhaka immedi-
ately dfter Bangladesh's inde-
pendence, and during discus-
sions with journalists at the
press club he said China does
pose a threat to India. However,
it was a matter of past and now
things have changed in the rela-
tionship even though the main
stumbling block to the better-
ment of ties remains in exis-
tence.

Why has then the new de-
fence minister raised the
"China factor” which otherwise
seems untimely or may not be
relevant at this stage? Accord-
ing to Congress leader Mr
Salman Kurshid. the former
minister of state for external
affairs, Mr Fernandes is seek-
ing to inject his own policy into
the BJP-led government. His
senior leader Mr Sharad Pawar
was more caustic. Prime Minis-
ter Vajpyee, who holds the ex-
ternal affair ministry. some re-

ports said, has advised Mr Fer-
nandes to be restraint in com-
ments. However, the defence
minister said what he spoke
was concerning the reality of
country's security climate.
China has castigated the re-
marks of Mr Fernandes that
Beijing is New Delhi's "Number
One enemy" while Myanmar
dismissed as "wrong' on facili-
ties give to China on Coco [s-
lands.

Mr Fernandes and the new
Indian government is known to
be favouring the need for the
country aving nuclear
weapons. Previous govern-
ments did not rule out the op-
tions of building nuclear arms,
India tested a nuclear device in
1974 but exercised a morato-
rium “aon  building nuclear
weapons. Some feel that new
Euvernment is expanding its

ase of security fears so that
new the ground for having the
same is justified.

[t is possible that the Prime
Minister Vajpayee would ask
Mr Fernandes to be more re-
strained although it does not
look like that the new govern--
ment is much upset over the de-
fence minister's remarks since
the BJP, which is the dominant
force in the coalition, main-
tains that India would seek
friendship with neighbours but
also play a role in the interna-
tional and more particularly in
the regional affairs worth of
what the party feels of size and
prowess.

The utterances of the defence
minister may be in line with its
policy where the government
wants to be seen as assertive
and opening a bedate on atti-
tude towards China may as well
fall in that category. However,
all in the coalition government
or even in the BJP may not see
eye to eye on this aspect of the
policy. Prime Minister Vajpay-
ee's era as external affairs min-
ister 20 years ago represented a

eriod friendship with neigh-
ours for which he earned
praises.

The new debate on Sino-In-
dian ties may die down but cer-
tainly it has caused some new
ripples in bilateral ties.

M M Shirazi's views

Sir, In his article captioned
"Hussain [AS) - The Greatest
Martyr of Islam” Mr. M.M.
Shirazi has expressed certain
views which are not supported
by any Sahih (authentic) hadith
or by historians. Mr. Shirazi
has mentioned that the Holy
Prophet (S.M.)] nominated
Hazrat Ali (R.A.) as Imam alfter
his death. This view has not
been supported by either hadith
or by historians. Again Hazrat
Abu Bakr [(R.A.) was elected
Caliph, not nominated by
Hazrat Umar (R.A.). And Again
it is true that Hazrat Umar
(R.A.) was nominated by Hazrat
Abu Bakr (R.A.) but he was sup-
ported by all leading Sahabis of
the Holy Frﬂ)h:t (S.M.) includ-
ing Hazrat Ali (R.A.).

Our holy Prophet emphati-
cally forbade Muslims to cast
aspersion on any of his com-

anions. Hazrat Muawliya, after
is entrance into faith, was a
reat companion to our Holy

ophet, a great military com-
mander who participated in
many military expeditions for
spread of Islam and a writer of
Ohi (verses of Allah). I am
shocked to see that Mr. Shirazi
has termed him as a "Despot”.

In these ways, Mr. Shirazi,
while trying to glorify Hazrat
Ali (R.A.) and his sons (R.A.) has
maligned greatest souls like
Hazrat Abu Bakr (R.A.), Hazrat
Umar (R.A.) and others. His
views are partial and biased
ones and in some cases demon-
strated distortion of history.

we also believe that

Undoubtly
the four Cahphs of Islam

known as Khulaphaiye
Rashedeen” and the grandsons
of Prophet Muhammad (5.M.],
Imam Hassan (RA} and Imam
Hussain (R.A.) are the champi-
ons for the cause of Islam.
Please do not try to malign any
of them.

Sheikh Shahidul Islam
4B, Eskaton Plaza

131, New Eskaton Road,
Dhaka - 1000

"Crisis in BUET"

Sir. I read with interest Mr
M M Rezaul Karim's article
‘Crisis in BUET'. The article,
though well-written, bore some
strong chauvinistic BNP un-
dercurrent that surfaced from
time to time in his deep anguish
about the crisis in BUET. But
what surprised me most is his
misinformation aboul Profes-
sor Igbal Mahmud although he
claimed that he had worked
with him in PKSF (Palli Karma
Shahayak Foundation) for a
short spell. | wonder how could
Mr Karim discover that Profes-
sor Igbal Mahmud was an advi-
sor to the caretaker government
in 1996.

On the other hand Mr
Karim's remote sensing that the
present government's obduracy
will turn professor Igbal Mah-
mud Into a hardcore BNP-man
or its sympathiser is somewhat
a wild guessing. Dr Mahmud
has categorically told the na-

tion that he was not a BNP-

man and he was only a techno-
cral minister in Zia's cabinet
and the moment there arose a
conflict in principle, he quit the
job and came back to his pro-
fession of teaching. It would be
a superb show of statesmanship
and not in any way a measure of
weakness on the part of the

chancellor of BUET to persuade
Professor Mahmud to withdraw
his resignation and keep this
reputable institution crisis-free
and running smooth running

Moazzem Hossain
Shyamoli, Dhaka

Shazneen and us

Sir. It is now over two weeks
since we heard the shocking
news of Shazneen's rape and
gruesome murder, but still we
can't seein to lorget her, even
for a moment. The thought and
the fear that goes with it is al-
ways there — lurking at the
back of our minds — no matter
what we may be doing. The
ruthlessness and the brutality
of the whole episode has left a
pall of gloom over our lives. Be-
cause it is not the end bul rather
a beginning of such horrible
crimes, which show no sign of
decline but are ever on the rise
wilth each passing day, Whom
can you trust, nobody seems to
be trustworthy nowadays. Nei-
ther employees, nor relativesia
nephew killed his aunt), nor
neighbours(a boy raped his two
year old neighbour). Any body

can be a potential rapist or a
child molester.

A Swedish lady once re-
marked that she didn’t want to
live at all if she couldn’t trust
any man!! For we have to live
side hJi: side with them, all the
time. This general degradation
of our society, only recent
though, has to come from a
general affect of something. It
could be the exposure of still
immature but highly sensitive
and emotional minds of young
boys and adolescents to the ob-
scene pictures, dramas, series
etc. shown on our TVs through
satellites these days.

Day by day, more and more
cable lines are being laid and
more and more TVs are getting
hooked to these, extending now
from cities to small towns. Mis-
leading more and more such
young minds to ruthless acts
and violence, learned from sexy
and crime infested scenes, so
commonly shown these days on
the TVs.

They not only arise lustful
desires in }'ﬂun{_{ people but also
give them the ideas how Lo carry
on such acts of sex and violence.
Newer and bolder ideas are
given by each picture or cin-
ema! Few can hold the tempta-
tion of copying it. Especially
when they see that none is being
punished. But the government
seems to be least bothered about
its affect and is in fact encour-
aging the invasion by foreign
media of our culture and of our
minds.

Who will shake them up to

face the bitter reality and to put
an end to this cultural invasion
and its degrading and devastat-
ing affect on our young minds —
the future generation. Whose
ruin means the whole nations
ruin.

Another reason could be the
smuggling of dru%s into the
country and the liberal con-
sumption of liquor by our peo-
ple these days — which was
never so much before. These
have an over-stimulating and
perverse affect on minds and
can therefore lead to such
grievous and horrendous
crimes. So there must be a
complete ban on these too.

Dr Sabrina Q Rashid.
Dhaka Cantonment, Dhaka

One-eyed king? No Mr
Chowdhury
Sir, Thanks to Mr A A

Chowdhury for his delightful
piece of writing published on a
fine Friday morning in the DS
on 24th April which was in re-
sponse to my previous letter
"What are they tTng to prove?"
How right he is when it comes to
his judgement.

All 1 did in my letter was
point out what was the most ob-
vious from a neutral point of
view. But unfortunately Mr
Chowdhury is taking sides. And
because of that 1 have no choice
but to take sides too. The other
thing he mentioned was that |
was living in a "kingdom of

blinds", that too is true, as he is
another fine example.

Mr Chowdhury. 1 have, for
your information, read Mr
Anam's fine commentary on
the 17th of April. But what
struck me as extremely unusual
was your comment on that. You
said, and let me quote, " ... Mr
Anam’s fine commentary in the
April 17 issue of the DS while
expressing his very partial
views",

"VERY PARTIAL VIEWS" —
Mr Chowdhury doesn’t sound
very convincing now, does it?
After all the main reason why
you wrote was to show that I
was taking sides. and if Mr
Anam’'s article was "partial’
too. then am | the only person
to be blamed? No, as a matter of
fact it wasn't | or Mr Anam who
was partial, but it was you. So |
wonder who that "one eyed
king" is now.

Mr Chowdhury, the Speaker
has the power to change the
norms of the Parliament as he
sees fit. Mr Anam tried to say in
his article that even il the
Speaker had made a grave error
by letting the Minister speak
first, what the Opposition had
done in return was a hundred
times more worse. Dr Badrud-
doza Chowdhury is a highly ef-
ficient person as a politician.
there is no doubt about that. But
that particular day it seemed
that II?]E Opposition was simply
waliting for a chance to be de-
structive.

Masroor Ahmed Deepak.
Dhaka



