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Artistes rendering songs at
the national-level progra-
mme on birth anniversary

of Rabindranath Tagore at
Ramna Batmul yesterday.
— Star photo

Launch dacoity

in Barisal

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. May 8: Armed da-
coits swooped on a passenger
launch in Tetulia river under
Baufal thana of Patuakhali dis-
trict at about 5:30 pm yesterday.

According to police and wit-
nesses, the passenger launch
ML Bappi with about 150 pas-
sengers on board came under at-
tack by a group of dacoits num-
bering about 15 who boarded
the launch earlier in guise of
passengers,

The launch was on way to
Borhanuddin in Bhola district
from Barisal. Dacoits look
control of the launch at gun-
point and beat the passengers
on board mercilessly that left at
least 15 passengers injured.
They took away about Tk two
lakh and valuables from the
passengers and left the launch
on a charland.

Computer course at SSC, HSC levels soon

Help flourish tech to

face challenges of
21st century: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said the gov-
erninent has attached utmost
importance to flourishing tal-
ent and technology for rapid
development of the country, re-
ports UNB.

“In the coming century, the
talent-producing capital will be
more important than the fi-
nancial capital," she said, urg-
ing the engineers to develop
themselves to face the chal-
lenges of the 21st century.

Addressing the inaugural
function of the 50th anniver-
sary of the Engineers' Institu-
tion on its premises, Hasina
said, "The next century will be a

technology-dependent century,

Hunger strike
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ity with the token hunger strike
programme and make it a suc-
cess.

The meeting was held at the
BNP central office with ﬁrty
Secretary General Abdul Man-
nan Bhuiyan in the chair, said
a party press release.

The meeting in a resolution
said that by signing the accord
with the terrorist "Jana Sang-
hati Samity”, the government
has surrendered the indepen-
dence and territorial integrity
ol Bangladesh. It noted that
during the signing of the accord
no discussion was held with the
BNP. and neither in the Jatiya
Sangsad nor in the Cabinet.

The meeting resolved that by
dint of sheer majority in the
Jatiya Sangsad, the rulin
party pa four bills throu
voice vote to give legal cover to
the accord in the e of BNP's
negation and walkout from the
parliament.

Another resolution adopted
at the mee said that the gov-
ernment will have no control
over one tenth territory ol the
country in the CHT and that

art will be delinked from

angladesh if those bills be-
come acls with assent from the
President.

It said that people of the
country will not accept this
"suicidal accord” and the laws
concerned.

The meeting also discussed,
among other issues, law and or-
der situation, price hike of es-
sentials and problems in supply

| of water, gas and power.

and the barrier of border to im-
ort and ort and skilled
uman resources will be elimi-

nated.”

She observed that the pre-
sent world has now turned into
a "global village" due to modern
technology and development of
communication system.

"We'll have to transform our
huge population into skilled
human resources to survive in
the open global competition of
the next millennium."

Hasina said the country's
products will have to maintain
the world standard to have a
place in the competitive world
market,

The present government, she
said, has been continuing its ef-
forts for ensuring economic
emancipation of the le and
development in all sectors, in-
cluding the science and tech-
nology.

Hasina said under the 5th
five year plan, one polytechnic
institute will be set up in each
district of the country.

The government has also de-
cided to introduce computer
course in SSC and HSC levels
for massive expansion of the
hooming technology. she added.

Prof Igbal Mahmud of BUET
presented a keynote paper in
the inaugural session on "Engi-
neerin Profession in
Bangladesh: Past, Present and
Future.”

Pak minister
From Page 1

relief operation here.

Dr Sattar also appealed to
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
to exert her influence, either in
the bilateral level or in the
SAARC level, so that the Pak-
istan government takes the re-
sponsibility of taking back the
stranded Pakistanis.

The MQM leader avoided a
direct reply to another query if
he feels that the Pakistan gov-
ernment should make apolog
for the genocide carried out by
the Pakistani occupation forces
here during the War of Libera-
tion.

"It was unfortunate and mil-
lions of innocent ople on
both sides were killed,"” he said.
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The provost of J

asimuddin Hall of Dhaka University

o

checking identity cards of students before allowing them

to enter the hall yesterday.

— Star photo

" rehabilitation of the JCD
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Your life will be taken care of.”

Shahid claimed to have
asked Hasan as to why he was
approaching him, and not any
other servants. To this Hasan
said, as claimed by Shahid,
"You have access to the portion
of the house where the crime
has to be committed.” Shahid
said that the Hasan made the
last approach to him on April
22, the day before the m ‘
Hasan talked to him under the
jackfruit tree in front of the

ouse, and offered him a "huge
amount of money " to kill
Shazneen.

During yesterday's interro-

ation Hasan, was present in
ront of Shahid when the latter
made these crucial statements.
Shahid also said that the maid
(Parveen) was with him during
the murder. He said that Per-
veen did not know that I
planned to kill, Shazneen. She
only knew that 1 wanted to vio-
late her.” Parveen held
Shazneen by her hair while I
stabbed her. Parveen at this
stage left the room after which |
killed her and then violated
her. It should be mentioned
here that ShHahid Had made
statements earlier which he re-
tracted later.

The CID investigators were
still to find independent cor-
roboration of Hasan's in-
volvement Besides, they were
also investigating the motive

lor Hasan to be involved in this
crime.

Shahid has so far been in
remand for seven days in total
alter he was taken into custody
on April 27,

Shahid has already con-
fessed to police that he had
stabbed Shazneen to death in
her bedroom using a kitchen
knife. A CID team produced the
three accused—contractor
Hasan, supervisor Badal and a
carpenter, Shoni Ram—before
the Chiel Metropolitan Magis-
trate’s Court yesterday alter-
noonmn.

The CID prayed to the court
for a seven-day remand for the
three saying that they needed
the time to interrogate the three
accused for further investiga-
tion.

However, the court granted
only a two-day remand. The
three accused were produced
before the CMM's court after the
expiry of a two-day remand.

CID in its prayer for remand
of the three on May 5 said they
were getting information re-
garding the involvement of the
saild accused in the murder.
They also said that the activi-
ties of the accused before and
after the murder have given rise
to justifiable susglcinn against
them. Besides, there were in-
consistencies in their state-
ments made so far..

A CID official said last night

Shazneen murder

they were still investigations
the involvement of other per-

sons in the crime as the event of
the fateful night was unravel-

ling.
i‘l:anwhlll:. Sayeed Hasan, a
jarden supervisor of Natural
arden Centre on Park Road,
Baridhara, on Thursday wrote a
letter to the CID headquarters
cl that he was fearing for
his life, as he was being threat-
ened by Hasan.

The supervisor alleged that
some e in a private car on
Wednesday night came to Pintu
Nursery on UN Road, Barid-
hara. and was searching for
him.

Gardener Hasan in the letter
to CID alleged that the search by
the two persons was a threat on
his life. He alleged that the in-
cident was a uel to a com-

laint which he made to Latifur

hman in front of contractor

Hasan on April 5 last about his
financial irregularities.

According to sources. Hasan
has been working in the reno-
vation work of Latifur Rah-
man's house for more than one
year. Recently several instances
of financial irregularities have
been found amounting to large
sums of money. This has
prompted investigation of his
lotal renovation work. and also
about those of other construc-
tion work that Hasan did ear-
lier i1 factories and sites owned

by Rahman's family.

Titanic to be
released soon

Star Report
Titanic, century’s biggest box
office Hollywood hit that

bagged 11 Oscars, will be shown
on silver screens in the country
this month.

Modhumita Movies will re-
lease the film on the 1912 disas-
ter of the giant ship — Titanic —
on May 22 or 29.

Director of Modhumita
Movies M Iftekharuddin said
that the movie, already im-
ported. is now awaiting clear-
ance from the Censor Board.

Titanic was released in the
USA in December last and is
still among the top ten movies
there. It has grossed about a bil-
lion dollars worldwide.

Modhumita movies will re-
lease the movie simultaneously
in movie houses in Dhaka.
Chittagong, Rajshahi. Khulna.
Bogra, Mymensingh and Nara-
}ran%::;mj.

"We have not started selling

lickets. The price ol a Dress
Circle ticket would be Tk 100,"
Iftekharuddin said.

Block bidding : Go-slow
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Soime experts maintained

that the government could allo-
cate funds for BAPEX if it
wanted.

Questions were raised about
Salda gasfield, discovered and
develo by BAPEX. which the
authorities are now planning to
g#‘ve away to another agency of
the government. Officials said,
if BAPEX could operate on
commercial basis, it could gen-
erate part of the funds needed
for new exploration.

They also pointed out that
monitoring of the existing PSCs
with foreign compaties (o sale-
guard Bangladesh's interest was

ve or.

rzrT":'l‘::::n: is not enough man-
power to monitor the operation
of four companies that are cur-
rently working. If we sign more
PSCs without improving our
monitoring system, the conse-
quences would be disastrous,”
said an official,

Another official claimed
that BAPEX could undertake
the monitoring work.

A BAPEX official, however,
sald that BAPEX could cur-
rently help in monitoring be-
cause it had practical experi-
ence. But, as a very few explo-
ration work have been given to
BAPEX in the recent years, its
lacking new experience. "Worst -
of all, if it is made a monitoring
agency, within five years, you

will find thut there is not a sin-
gle experienced hand in BAPEX
or in l‘!’):lmhangla." he added.

One official pointed out that
the 'model PSC' should be modi-
fied before signing any new con-
tract with foreign companies.
Corporate tax should be intro-
duced in the PSC and Bang-
ladesh's share should be
increased, he thought.

The Chairman of Petro-
bangla asked the officials
whether the foreign companies
would be totally discouraged if
PSC was modified and if the
government went slow with the
second round bidding.

The officials said that with
the discovery of Sangu lield by
Cairn. foreign oil companies
are looking at Bangladesh as a

rospective area of investment.
llzhr: government held the
soverelgn right to modify and
cancel bidding in the interest of
the nation and that the foreign
companies were aware of this.

"In Malaysia, foreign com-
yanles are given hard guide-
]Il'lEE. Yet, they invest there be-
cause of the prospects,” one offl-
cial argued. ,

The session ended with a de-
cision that another discussion
on the same Issues would be
held next week. It is likely that
a report on the outcome of the
session would be forwarded to
the Prime Minister, sources
said.

JCD activists
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ac-
tivists.

The rehabilitation process
began at 9 am on the day and
was completed by afternoon.

The Jasimuddin, Ziaur
Rahman, Bangabandhu and
Surya Sen halls were evacuated
for the pu and the genuine
residents of the dormitories
were allowed to enter the halls
after checking their identity
cards.

The Vice-Chancellor, the
Pro-VC, members of the Syndi-
cate, the Provosts' Standing
Committee and the DU Teach-
ers Association were present,

But sources in the halls said
last night that tension was pre-
vailing in the trouble-torn four
halls as activists of rival par-
ties were staying in the same
halls.

Though leaders and activists
of JCD came back to the halls,
activists of BCL were "control-
ling" the dormitories, the
sSources :

No untoward incident was
reported till last night, after the
rehabilitation of the JCD ac-
tivists. '

Meanwhile, the manager the
dining hall of Mohsin hall of
the university was hit with a
bullet in the chest on Wednes-
day night at the hall. He was
sent to the Chest Diseases Hos-
pital.

Two contradictory reports
were received regarding the in-
cident.

One source claimed that the
mzma.%:r was hit by bullet as he
was playing with the gan while
the other sources claimed that
he was shot by activists of the

Tomi-Ratan faction of BCL,
The Tomi-Ratan [f[action

'‘controls the Mohsin hall.

CU: One killed

From Page 1

Their venture was not to re-
capture the halls knowing well
the presence of a large contin-
gent of police, he .

The Shibir activists, ousted
from the halls after the alleged
attack by BCL on April 28, mo-
bilised its strength in village
Jobra belhind the dtt!:llrmituries.

They launched the night at-
tack and succeeded to enter
Shah Amanat Hall and Shah
Jalal Hall but soon retreated in
the face of barrage of fire from
teinfarced police’ force. in-
fi sources said.

Police raided their suspected
hideouts till 5:30 am tercay
and recovered one rifle and
two country-made guns.

The Syndicatle et for more
than six hours and reviewed the
situation. It condoled the death
of Ayub Ali.

The meeting squarely
blamed '‘Chhatra Shibir, the
anti-liberation force' for the
armed attack, and accused the
Rollcc. camped in front of the

alls, of playing the role of 'si-
lent spectator’ at the initial
stage of the attack.

"Why they (police} did not re-
turn the fire," questioned the
Proctor of Shah Amanat Hall.

More than 200 Shibir ac-
tivists brought out a procession
in Chittagong city yesterday
morning. They chanted slogans
demanding resignation of the
Vice-chancellor and punish-
ment to BCL activists who
forcibly ousted them from the
halls on April 28.

Hanif goes to KSA

for treatment

Mayor of Dhaka City Corpo-
ration Mohammad Hanif left
here for Saudi Arabia yesterday
for treatment, reports ESS

Commissioner of Ward No
70 Mir Shamir will look after
the routine responsibilities of
the Mayor in his absence, a City
¢ orporation press release said.

Jomt resignation
From Papge 1

their admunstrative posts.

Meanwhile a press release
issued on behalfl ol the 13 teach-
ers said, "The state of affairs
now and the way they have been
presented have by passed the
real issue, which is the matter
of the admission test, the com-
mittee for future admission test
and a separate institute and
importantly at present the sub-
ject of our reinstatement.”

The spokesman said that the
resignations were not aimed at
quitting jobs.

‘The‘fnim resignation was a
token ol protest” said Shamsul
Wares, adding it was not aimed
at quitting jobs.

Magurchhara
omn Page 1

About the animals,. he said
that the reserved forest and the
adjoining tea garden had been
shelter to a variety of wildlife,
including a large concentration
of Hullock Gibbon and Capped
Langur, two species in the
country.

The forest was home to Pig-
tailed Macaque, Phayre's Leal

Monkey, Slowloris (tailess
monkeyv]. Rhesns monkey,
Barking Deer. Squirrel. Wild
Boar. Scally Anteater. Cat,

Civet, Hare, Fox, Jackal, Jungle
Fowl, Pied Hornbill, Python
and Rat Snake.

The pythons. deer, hares and
birds, which could escape the
inferno were killed or taken
away by poachers waiting on
the fringe of the forest, the
committee member said.

The committee is planning
further visits to the area before
it submits its final report.

I posting

Three medical colleges
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dergo a second Quality Assess-
ment and Audit Review (QAAR)
after one year. The colleges
which do not require improve-
ments, would be revi after
four , he added.

The government had invited
Prof Bryce for a series of QAAR
in medical colleges to formulate
a mechanism for standardising
medical education in the coun-
try and improve teaching qual-
ity. Earlier, the government
had formed a quality assurance
Eud;,r (QAB) for medical educa-

or.

Prof Bryce and senior mem-
bers of the teaching staff at
medical colleges met in January
to design the formal methods of
QAAR. He also organised a
series of workshop for potential
external reviewers, for
chairman of course committees
and for academic and phase co-
ordinators from a number of
medical colleges.

The formulation of QAAR
procedures was sponsored and

coordinated by the Further Im-
rovemnent of Medical Colleges
FIMC) Project, su rted by the

UK Department for Interna-

tional Development and the

British Council. FIMC is part of

the government's Fourth Popu-

lation Health Project.

Prof Bryce, also a researcher
in the field of biochemistry,
said: "One clear message was
that the %_nvtrnment system of

of teachers at medical

college was causing major prob-
lem in the progress of medical
education.”

He noted that some other is-
sues hampering providing qual-
ity education were topics linked
iu:l resnurcm most col-
t’%ﬁ poor space. Be-
sides, academic training for the
internees was of very inferior
quality, he added.

Asked about the quality of

roducts of the medical colleges,
e said: "Naturally, if you don't
give quality input, you are not
expected to get the quality
output.” '
ked how did the govern-
ment respond to the idea of im-
proving medical education in
the country, he said: "Director
General of Health Services Prof
AKM Nurul Anwar, who is also
Chairman of QAB is a tremen-
dous su of the new idea.
The DG does cheer the body a
lot, I noticed. And he is very en-
thusiastic about get things
done as quickly as le.".

In reply to a question he
said, 'Well, it's not just money.
It also needs a lot of commit-

ment to the idea ru till
it actually reaches a stage
students would start get the

benefit. At the same time, [ am
%ﬂing to seek extra fundin
ruénEdiffcrcgt sources in U
and Euro 5 €1 capac-
ity of mg‘EE cenm medical
ucation."”
The quality assessment

would also be carried out in
other medical colleges.
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