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PM, Please Listen to
the President

Once again President Shahabuddin Ahmed has
spoken out boldly, clearly and in the highest inter-
est of the nation. And once again he has reflected
the desire of the people in a manner and style that

only he can.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina received na-

tional and international praise, including that of
her bitter rival, the BNP, when she nominated for
the Presidency this man of courage, simplicity
and honesty. What she had earned as good will, she
can now cash in as good governance if she only lis-
tens to the man that she herself brought to office.
Let us remember, she did so — to her great credit —
against the strong opposition of those who did not

have her ability to see beyond the party.

President Shahabuddin's latest warning is
against influential loan defaulters who have made
the banks their private coffers. Collectively they
hold TK. 14,000 crore, literally drying up banks
liquidity to serve the normal clients. The method
is very simple, and consists of two steps. First be-
come a large enough borrower so that the banks do
not take the risk of taking punitive measure for the
fear that it would foreclose their chances of ever
getting their money back. So the banks tendency
would be to pour more money into the coffers of
these willful defaulters ( they can be willful because
they are 'influential' ). This method was followed
for a long time till the amounts became so large
that banks could not continue to ignore and pour
more money. Now comes the second step. Use of po-
litical influence to dissuade the banks, especially
the central bank, from taking any punitive mea-
sure against the culprits. Much to the credit of
Bangladesh Bank we had seen some very bold and
courageous moves taken by them, first to expose
-the unbelievable fraud done against our banking
system and then to send cases to the anti corrup-
tion bureau for criminal action. Two things have
happened since. The Anti-Corruption Bureau was
not given the type of go-ahead signal that is re-
quired to move against these powerful and power-
hungry (we are not even mentioning money-hun-
gry) anti-national groups. Second Bangladesh
Bank was not given the support to carry on it's
work that was needed to sustain the effort. In fact
repeated hints — and soinetimes more than hints~
made it clear to the BB leaders that there was no
political will behind what the BB was doing. It
needs to be added here that at an early stage AL
government did show remarkable determination
to follow through on the defaulters. This appears to
have changed recently.

It is this reality that prompted the President to
go public. More than anybody else, it is the Prime
Minister who should read every line of the Presi-
dent's speech{adjoining article). For it is only she
who can rein in these 'influential defaulters’ as the
President calls them. Our President speaks for the
nation, as we had hoped and rightly expected, our

clected government would. But a dark cloud of co-
terie interest, ably orchestrated by these influen-

tial defaulters, is slowly and surely darkening the
AL government. The challenge lies with Sheikh
Hasina to break through this dark cloud and again
listen to what the people are saying. She can start
by listening to her own President.

To North, with Thrift

The longest day of the year is June 21. But for
Bangladesh and particularly for this year the
longest day will be June 23. When the Banga-
bandhu Jamuna Multipurpose Bridge will, for the
first time in history, connect the north of Bengal to
the historical East Bengal. Longest day because
this day the east and south will be opened even as
flood gates to the primary produces from the north
and the north will start getting its needful for in-
dustrial growth from east and south, through di-
rect land shipment. And because trains will on the
day connect the two regions. The rush of vehicular
traffic carrying people between Bhuanpur and Sir-
ajganj will be a sight of the century.

But the best thing to happen will be, from the
point of individual families in Sirajganj and up to
Baghabari, the coming of gas to homesteads. On
that same long day. It can be compared to the com-
ing of electricity. Think of the relief that will be
felt in the kitchens there — and what a reprieve it
will be for the green life of the region. And by feed-
ing the turbines in giant generators at Baghabari
and elsewhere, the energy profile of the northern
region will undergo a radical change. If the boons
of the JMB are properly handled, developed and
distributed, we should have a nearly new country
on the two sides of the Jamuna.

Gas was a gift of independence, coming soon af-
ter we got this land all to ourselves. But, as happens
through inexperience, there was much muddling
through the entire gamut from mining to consump-
tion. In the households of Dhaka gas still burns in
a never-stopping process. The problem is not that
they are hardly paying for the unmetered gas but
that gas is being lost for no purpose at all. And with
so much of deposit down there and quite an accu-
mulation of experience and sharpening of skill, we
neither have yet any petro-chemical plant nor
have we plans for any.

A lot of new gas fields are going to be opened in a
matter of years. Still there seems to be no clear pic-
ture with the nation of how this wealth is going to
be exploited. How we wish with the opening of an
entire new zone to gas, exploitation would be done
on a more rational and economic manner there.

A Petrobangla study said the other day that the
proven gas reserves would, at the current mining
rate, last only 17 years. And what is 17 years but a
flicker. We must, on pain of completely running
out of gas, start practising thrift. Nothing better
than starting this in a new zone.

Speech of the Hon'ble President at the First Nurul
Matin Memorial Lecture on Ethics in Banking

nance and its relatively reg-

ulation-free movement, the
ethical issue has assumed great
importance in the national and
international context. The fi-
nance sector has come under
pressure from certain actors in
the game in the developing
countries, and the banking sec-
tor has been subjected .to struc-
tural scrutiny. At the same
time, the behavioral norms of
bank officials, directors and
loan takers have been put under
examination because banks
deal with countless depositors
whose interest, if threatened,
will brinﬁ the economy to a
halt, In the days of late Nurul
Matin such challenges were not
there; hence integrity protected
by adherence to rules was
enough for ethical conduct. But
today not only the technique of
fraudulent practices has
changed but also the heightened
aspirations of many actors
make the banking system vul-
nerable to misconduct by the
controllers at the policy level,
directors at the decision mak-
ing level and managers at the
operational level, who in collu-
sion with adventurous and in-
fluential loanees can and do
threaten not only the appropri-
ate functioning of the banking
and financial institutions but
also the entire economy.

The problem is all the more
acute in an economy like
Bangladesh where demand for
financial accommodation is
not always subjected to profes-
sional scrutiny required in a
dynamic world and where such
demand by delinquents are of-
ten supported by controllers
and directors of the finance sec-
tor directly through influence
and indirectly through advised
non-action against them and
public appearance of policy
makers and political leaders
with these delinquents. Such a
situation makes ethical be-
haviour difficult and challeng-
ing but this also underscores
the heightened need for promot-
ing ethics in banking and re-
lated institutions. I am happy
to note that the government has
expressed its commitment in
strong words to take to task the
loan defaulters, to punish the
offending bank officials. to free
the banks from undesirable
union pressures and to allow
the banking sector to function
professionally within a sup-
portive legal framework. But
pﬁnPIt are still awaiting actual-
isalion ol these commintiments.
Unless the government enables
the banking authority to take
action against the influential
and manipulative defaulters
and their collaborators the

N this age of globalisation,
Ielectrnnic transfer of fi-

. han}de%qf ;ré%ga_lw will hf: I$tran~
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" 'Banks ' are ‘institutions
where people, rich and poor,
keep their money for safe cus-
tody as well as for getting bene-
fits in the from of 1pmﬂt or in-
terest. The users of this money
supplement their finance for
trade and investment. In recent
years investment has assumed
almost equal importance as
trade since banks respond to
accelerated demands for [i-
nance for different purposes.
This requires careful balancing
of costs and returns at various

. supervising authorit

— —

levels to play a positive sum
ﬁamc prudently, but such pru-

ence may be subjected to ad-
venturism {e.g. Baring), ques-
tionable conduct (e.g. CCB and
unethical, even fraudulent
practices by non-existent busi-
ness concerns. In reality, prop-
erly conducted banks perform
useful functions to facilitate
production and exchange
through a system of assisted
transaction. This intermediary
function remains viable so long
as joint but several interests are
served adequately under the
binds of professional ethics,

limits of law and guidance of

central authority. e system
must protect the interest of
savers and borrowers and help
optimise the returns from their
involvement and also from the
intermediation act of the bank.
In this context, professional
ethics demand active neutralit

in the contextual conduct an

requires of the controllers and
decision makers to rise above
the narrow collusive interest of
dominant support coalition in
different spheres. The conduct
ol the defaulting loanee, social
appearance of political leaders
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that holds the view that ethics
has no to do with business
and that banking being a busi-
ness activity ethics is not rele-
vant. I do not share this view
and | strongly believe that ethi-
cal principles must be scrupu-
lously followed in banking and
similar business. Aim of
banking is not only to make
profit but also to provide ser-
vice benefit to the community.
We must recognise that bad
practices do not pay in the long
run. Personal morality and
business morality shall not be
inconsistent; they must co-ex-
ist. Rules of business must not
collide with the principle ol
public welfare, justice and fair-
ness.

People having full confi-
dence in a bank deposit their
money there and as such the de-
posit is a sacred trust. But if this
trust is broken or people's con-
fidence in the bank is otherwise
shaken, the banking system
will collapse. 1 will cite an ex-
ample: The Bank of Credit and
Investment (BCI), established in
1985, had attracted huge

Lhey wm.z: be able to get back
their deposit. However, for
some technical reason, the
Supreme Court did not file the
case, When Mr Kibria, the pre-
sent Finance Minister took of-
fice, 1 enquired about the
Supreme Court's deposit of Tk 2
crore 5 lac. He informed me that
the BCI would be re-constituted
as a regular bank which would
accept the BCI's liabilities and
at least half of the deposit of the
Supreme Court might be re-paid
over a ]incriud of few years. As to
the BCI Director, probably MD,
who could not escape, was ar-
rested and put into custody. He
happened to be a Member of
Parliament. got bail and there-
alter nothing was heard about
his case. He has again been
elected MP in the present Par-
liament. In this connection I
will refer to a recent media re-
rt which gave out that 51 po-
itical leaders, their supporters
including some Members of
Parliament belonging to differ-
ent political parties are bank-
defaulters. | have been all-

through saying that politics

a few minutes before the [iling
of nomination paper and even
thereafter, producing false
bank certificates showing pay-
ment within time. Here comes
the question of honesty and in-
tegrity of the bank-officials
concerned. To stop this mal-
practice law may be amended to
the effect that the scheme of re-
scheduling of instalment shall
not apply in the case of a loanee
seeking election.

The question of default
arises when a loan is sanc-
tioned under political pressure
or by offer of bribe or obtained
by threat and intimidation. It
is only men of strong character
and integrity who can with-
stand these adverse circum-
stances and remain strictly
Frnfessiunat and maintain
iigh standard of banking
ethics. Such oflicials may be
subjected to temporary ha-
rassment but ultimately they
will come out in flying colours
a4s the whole society is behind
them.

Till today, the amount of
money due from the defaulters
is about fourteen thousand
crore takas and its non-pay-

We have Court and we have law for realisation of loan but Court's procedure is so cumbersome and time
consuming that timely remedy is hardly available to the lenders. .. Special Tribunals manned by finance

and banking experts may be e:tubhshed_ for quick dwe_e_rmtm of justice

with wilful and significant de-
faulters, of the controlling and
in the
ministry and central bank and
of the bank officials as often
reported in the media make one
wonder whether the neutrality
I:rut:tting professional ethics

as been totally bypassed in
Bangladesh in the last two

One may recall how a close
associate of President Carter (J
Bert Lance) and son of President
Bush received the public whip
for non-maintainable conduct

under law with respect to their
dealings withh banks, and the

execultive distanced themselves
and maintained neutrality.
These should be lessons for our
leaders and other actors. In
Bangladesh, the banks have
failed to work as a rational ac-
tor in the absence of competi-
tive market condition and due
to the dominant presence of oli-
garchical elite unconstrained
due to non-presence of mass ac-
tion as a result to which goal
conflicts are being resolved
through sharing of advantage
by actors including union and
decision makers while the
stakeholders i.e. mass of depos-
itors, remain at bay hoping for
eventual bail out g lhpl: ov-
ernment (e.g. BCI, EBL). is
can only be avoided by the ro-

bust presence ‘of stakeholders

fransparent ''jndtiation an

ragenda building as well as in-

formation processing and ac-
countable decision making. Our
legal framework for banks and
financial institutions do not
adequately provide for this.
Therefore, dependence on the
neutral body of decision mak-
ers, supervisors. monitors and
controllers has become very
critical. Unfortunately, the cuir-
rent decision makers are rarely
neutral and professionals are
rarely votaries of ethical con-
duct.

There is a school of thought

amount of deposits by adverlis-
ing w:rr high rates of interest.
Heing thus allured many people
mainly Irom the poorer section
of the society rushed to the
bank with their deposits. The
Original Side of the High Court
Division, which exercises also
Admiralty Jurisdiction and
deals with Prize money, on the
advice of the Government
lawyer dealing with such mat-
ters, d ted Tk 2 crore and 5
lac into BCI. But a few months
thereafter, the BCI facing seri-
ous liquidity crisis, suddenly
collapsed in April 1992 and all
its Directors except one man-
aged to flee the country. It was
then found that the huge deposit
of about 200 crore taka had
vanished. Hue and cry was
raised all over the country. It
was then revealed that the BCI
had no authority from the
Bangladesh Bank to do banking
business; but all these things
were done by BCI under the very
nose of the Bangladesh Bank as
well as the Ministry of Finance.
As usual, the Finance Ministrﬁ
and the Bangladesh Ban
started hlaminﬁ each other. |
was still then Chief Justice and
called the then Finance Minis-
ter Mr Saifur Rahman and
threatened to file a civil case
against the Bangladesh Bank
and the Government for reali-
sation of the money. He appre-
ciated the idea but prayed for
exempting his Ministry of Fi-
nance from beéing impleaded as
a Defendant and suggested that
the case should be only against
the Bangladesh Bank — an ab-
surd proposition indeed. Hav-
ing heard about this proposed
civil action against the col-
lapsed BCI. two ladies from a
mulfassil area met me and told
me that they had deposited all
their life's savings into the BC|
but now they had been ruined
They expressed the hope thal if
the Supreme Court’'s proposed
ivil case became successful

Advice to A@_visers

A couniry may like to see its democratic institutions grow up

must be clean and fair and that
bad elements including bank-
delfaulters whether they are
MPs or not shall not be admit-
ted into any political party.
QOur law makers, e.g. Mem-
bers of Parliament, had enacted
a law ten years ago providing
for election to Local ies, in
articular, Union Parishads.
y that law they had made
loan-defaulters disqualified

from seeking election to Union
Parishad. But they did not
make any corresponding law

disqualifying loan-defaulters
from seeking election to Par-
liament. The election of an MP
was cha]!cngcd by a writ-peti-
tion in the ulprcm: Court on
the ground of discrimination
and violation of the equality
provision of the Constitution
urging that a person taking
loan of a small amount of
money and being a defaulter, is
disqualified from seeking elec-
tion to Union Parishad, but
another person taking loan of
crores of taka is not disquali-
fied from acckinﬁ election to
Parliament when he becomes a
defaulter. The Court dismissed
the Writ-petition as it found the
law legally valid but observed
that it was unethical and im-
moral and expressed the hope
that the law-makers them-
selves would correct it. It was

‘probably in view of this obser-,
‘‘ation' of the Court that Ordi-

nance No 13 of 1996 was pro-|

mulgated making a defaulter
disqualified from seeking elec-
tion to Parliament also.
Now, who is a defaulter? The
existing law says that non-
ayment of any instalment of a
oan within the time prescribed
by the bank shall make the

loanee a defaulter. Conse-
quently. he stands disqualilied
for hling Nomination for elec-
tioni BBut this provision 1s very

olten circumvented by [raudu-
lent re-scheduling of the in
slalments and payment is made

and hence, despite costs, mightchoouap;;

dialogue. The advisers should (and can) only pinpoint the incentives to prefer ‘secrecy' by different parties

in the process of policy making and advice.

—

HE Annual Bank Confer-
T ence on Development Eco-

nomics — ABCDE
conference as it is called — was
held recently in Washington
DC., the home of the
Brettonwoods Institutions. The
decade-long practice of holding
such an annual conference, we
were told, is to highlight
developmental agenda and
vision that these institutions
(especially the World Bank)
have to carry through.

To that effect, ace scholars
from recognized universities
and participants from around
the globe, conversant with de-
velopment economics, con-
verged to 1818 H St., Washing-
ton. This year's ABCDE confer-
ence incorporated issues such
as Financial Reforms. De-regu-
lation, Economic Geography,
Ethnicity and Development etc,

J E Stiglitz — eminent
economist and now holding the
chair of the Senior Vice Presi-
dent of World Bank — delivered
the key note address on "knowl-
edge cHmr Development : Eco-
nomic Science, Economic Pol-
icy and Economic Advice.”
Seemingly, his observations
could be construed as advice to
the advisers on economic polic
matters who have to fly to dif-
ferent destinations with a
briefcaseful of advices to re-
spective governments.

pc;:]lcgc%ﬂ}r. most of the ad-
vices are loaded with ideology,
thus, dashing a scientific ap-
proach to economic problems to
the sideline. But Stiglitz
strongly feels that "economic
analyses need to rise above the
standards of journalism. The
assertions need to be subjected
to rigorous analysis — a combi-
nation of theory, focusing on
internal consistency and the
plausibility of the assumptions
re?ulred to derive conjectured
relationships and empirics
with that too combining statis-
tical analysis with detailed evi-
dence from particular
episodes.”

The application of a scien-
tific approach — as opposed to
ideological one — stands out as
of paramount importance in
the wake of uncertainty loom-
ing large on the horizon of Lhe
economic sky. While scientific
arprﬂach should have pervaded
all policy prescriptions, unfor-

tunately. this has not been the
case very often. Stiglitz refers
us to John Neville s (1919)
(father of J M Keynes) who. in
his seminal book The Scope
and Methods of Political Econ-
omy — argued for a well-defined
role of economists : describing
consequences of alternative ac-
tion.

They are there to define op-
portunily sel, embracing many
points and not lor hngering at a
particular point on the frontier
of the u;::])ortunily set. Advisers
are found. more often than not,
lo come out with a single rec-
ommendation despite the fact
that the frontier rarely consists
of a single point.

"But the ways in which risks

Space limitation allows us to
submit only a few of them. The
ends that he es for are : (a)
owth (increasing GDP) with
uman development; (b) sus-
tainable development. not only
in terms of protecting envi-
ronment but also in the sense of
withstanding the vicissitudes of
political process; (c) an egalitar-
ian development whereby fruits
of development and growing
prosperity are shared by many,
especially by the lower t
of the society, and (d) demo-
cratic development with an ac-
tive participation from citizens
of the countries concerned.
And the means to those ends
that he seemingly attributes are
based on a “neoliberal model”.

{Beneath the Surface
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are weighed and balanced be-
comes a political decision for
many to participate in. No out-
sider can or should impose his
or her risk preferences on those
who must live with the conse-
quences.”

The legend in information
economies, J E Stiglitz, also
dwelt at length on imperfect
information and its role in dif-
fercknuauun prrirccsﬁ. One TE to
reckon properly that workings
of markfls gfe gcdcxdlled by tﬁe
imperfections of information.
Traditional models assume per-
fect information but fail to
grasp the institutional struc-
tures that tend to constrict
smooth flow of information.
"Knowledge revolution" should
constitute the beacon of techno-
logical breakthrough, much
needed for generating perfect
information.

The societies that lack ac-
cess to these resources and the
knowledge and training to use
them may turn out to be lag-
gards while those with access
maf( become leaders. Admit-
tedly, modern science and tech-
nology constitutes the linchpin
of knowledge revolution.

En passant, Stiglitz knitted
tlogether a panoply of issues.

The neoliberal model assigns a
minimum role to government
with special emphasis on
mainstaining macro economic
stability (Price, Stability as
supreme concern). Govern-
ments should not deter trade
liberalization, privatization
and %etting Ericcs right, rather
should see that a political envi-
ronment is created for the ful-
filment of these objectives.
"But they are far from sulfi-

cient (for markets to work well
ancd contribute Lo econoimic suc-

cess). Some aspects ol the ne-
oliberal model might not even
be necessary conditions for
strong growth and if under-
taken without accompanying
measures, say to ensure compe-
tition in relevant areas of the
economy, they may not lead to
many gaine and could lead even
to set backs. Some countries
have closely followed the dic-
tates of the neoliberal model
but have not seen especially
strong economic performance.
Other countries have ignored
many of the dictates — atleast
with respect to the crucial de-
tails of sequencing — and have
experienced among the highest
rales of sustained growth the
world has ever seen”,

The issue of "secrecy” is one
of the most important planks of
the 82- per that Stiglitz
submitted before the audience
of the conference. Secrecy

seems sacred to advisers, policy

makers on the plea that open-
ness and transparency in dis-
semination might rattle mar-
kets. It might create uncer-
tainty among economic agents
or it might even weaken a
country's rapacity to pursue
painful process ("painful
medicine”). ;

Stiglitz seems to side with
the critics of these seemingly
"antidemocratic” views arguing
that "information eventually
comes out an y. and that
more open dialogue is akin to
flexible exchange rates: it leads
to a smoother flow of informa-
tion and thereby enhances
overall stability.”

Suppose the costs of open
discussion exceeds its benelits.
Does the matter end there? Per-
haps not. Because the task of
advisers and economists, to re-
peat, is to lay out the conse-
quences of different alternative
actions.

A country may like to see its
cdemocratic institutions grow up
and hence, despite costs, might
choose open dialogue. The ad-
visers should (and can) only

inpoint the incentives to pre-
Ht'r ‘secrecy’ by different parties
in the process of policy making
and advice.

Only a scientific approach
(opposed to ideology) — a will-
ingness to question everything
and a recognition of the uncer-
tainties with our knowledge —
can help us travel more
mileages on the road to devel-
opment. Openness and democ-
racy are seeded In scientific

rocess that questions beliefs,
gets evidence, In that sense
science is believed to be "icono-
clastic” and "unsettling”. Sci-
ence is very democratic.

One would only hope that

Stiglitz's advisers pav heed to

his advice. Because many of
their advices, allegedly, do nol
spring from scientific analyses,
rather, they hail from ideologi-
cal convictions. There should
be a full recognition of uncer-
tainties — and let there be a
room for open and democratic
debate on the advices inside
"briefcases”,

in bank loan matters.

ment has been disrupting the
banking system. For this, the
genuine businessman and in-
dustrialist are being deprived of
bank loans. Recently a list of
two thousand one hundred and
17 defaulters whose loan ex-
.ceeds one crore taka, has been
published in the Press. Some of
them have raised objection al-
leging mistake in the amount
shown due. Such mistaken fig-
ures may be easily corrected
the bank and in the case of mo-
tivated mistake by bank offi-
cials they should be severely
dealt with by condign punish-
ment. But one thing is undis-
puted; it is that the big borrow-
ers are the worst defaulters and
it is they who pose threat to the
national economy.

Before the present banking
system developed, rural money-
lenders lent money at exorbi-
tant rate of interest and re-
alised it by cruel methods. In
1937, when | was a primary
school student, I witnessed one
such incident in our adjacent
village. A debtor who was a poor
peasant was tied with a rope
around his waist and dragged

all the way to the money-
lender's house and was kept
there standing under the
scorching sun. The money-
lender was threatening the
debtor with due co uences if
he did not disclose his sus

hidden earthen vessel, dug
somewhere into the il;lur c:t'mgis
hut. In those days people used to
keep their cash in earthen ves-
sels hidden somewhere under-
ground. The captive debtor all

the time denied having con-
cealed any money anywhere,
Being unsuccessful to find out

any clue to the debtor's money,
the money-lender released him,
but went to the Court, obtained
a Decree and in execution
thereof purchased the debtor's
only immovable Iznnzacl:.hert%1 —
namely his homestead with its
adjoining pond, whereupon the
debtor went away to Assam
seeking livelihood but died
there from malaria after a year.

This method of realising
loan/debt is inconceivable to-
day. as principle of rights of
man and human dignity has
been universally recognised.
The poor peasant, as mentioned
above, had borrowed fifty ru-
pees only and met the conse-
quence for his failure of non-
payment. Now, persons borrow-
ing fifty or even 500 crore taka,
not only avoid re-payment, but
walk tall, talk loud, influence
public authority and even
threaten bank if it presses for
realisation of its dues. Today we
have Court and we have law for
realisation of loan but Court's
procedure is so cumbersome
and time consuming that
timely remedy is hardly avail-
able to the lenders. As I sug-

ested elsewhere, Special Tri-

unals manned by finance and
banking experts may be estab-
lished for quick dispensation of
justice in bank loan matters.

Let me conclude by sayin
that today it is absurd to reFarﬁ
as

business and banking simply
enterprises established for the
sole purpose of profit making.
The business banks can ex-
ist in the long run only if they
benefit the society and the
economy and thus they must
serve public purpose and be
mindful of social good. They
have a duty, as the government
and controlling authority have,
to create and sustain an opera-
tional environment that is cre-
ative and promotive of ethical
standards.

' Rabindranath Tagore
Contemporary Politics.

-1 py Mansoor Mamoon'

OET Rabindranath Tagore,
the Nobel laureate, was not
known to have bheen
directly or indirectly involved
in politics nor had he any
knack for it. But this does not
imply that he lived in ivory
lowers endlessly musing,
composing and scribing songs,
pocins, novels, short stories,
irticles, belles letters and even
iriieddged in the domain of
painting. What the great Rus-
sian literary critic Anatully
Lunacharsky mentioned as so-
cial realism or reality was very
much active in all his writings
and in his thought process.
Never for a moment was he iso-
lated from the currents and
cross-currents that shaped and
moulded his time and age. The
betterment of the society in
which he lived played the up-
ermost role in his mind.
agore consistently shared his
destiny with his people. In
short, he acted as the con-
science-keeper of his nation.
Whenever time demanded he
always identified himself with
the masses and stood boldly in
revolt not only against the
colonial rulers but also against
the vested interests in the soci-
ety. In the aftermath of the in-
famous Jalianwalabagh mass
killing, Taﬁure, in protest, dis-

carded and threw away in dis-
dain the ruigntnood with

E'Im:h the British had honoured
im.

He stood against the parti-
tion of Bengal in the early nine-
teenth century as it was in-
tended to germinate the hydra-
headed monster of communal-
ism and vivisection of the
spirit and unity of Bengali na-
tionalism. Accnrdirﬁ to Dr
Amartya Sen and Maiytreye
Devi on many points he did not

see to eye with the political
ideology of Mahatma Gandhi.
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose,

who from exile initiated armed
uprising for overthrowing the
then British colonialism, re-
ceived his blessings. A jailed
and hunger-striking poet
Nazrul was honoured him
with the dedication of one his
famous books.

Through his writings Tagore
tried to achieve what the then
political leaders attempted
through agitation. He st for
rekin Iin% the indomitable
spirit of his people, provide
them with mental strength and
moral courage, resilience and
fortitude and make them fully
conscious of their innate abil-
ity and their inner sell so that
they would. in course of time, be
in a position to triturate the
shackles of colonialism, illit-
eracy, superstition., communal-
ism, poverty and moral degra-
dation and stand on their own
feet.

Tagore, however, greatly de-
rided the play of the politicians
and their dubious games — be-
fuﬂllnﬁ and baffling the ple
with high sounding words sig-
nifying nothing meaningful but
the satiation of their self-ag-
grandisement. Many of his
comments on politics still hold
good in our environment albeit
the fact that these were made

unurc than half a century ago.

e and |

This indicate that basically
politics in our country has not
underwent any qualitative
change since the time of Tagore.
It remained static and continue
to be stuck up in the qu re
of self-interest, sell-out of ide-
ologies and principles befooling
the people and promise-break-
ing as before.

In Gandharir Abedan
(appeal of Gandhari) Tagore
very aptly wrote —
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(In the statecraft there is no
bond of fraternity, no bond of
[ri:ndshigp: what m:lts is tlin:
craving for victory and power).

This we much witness
currently in Bangladesh where
the interest of the people and
betterment of the country have
been pitiably sacrificed at the
altar of the lust for power.

In Kalantor/Rayoter Katha
Tagore wrote — “WNITH
-‘n o (3% WA fAéq
mm. 561 TR, TR TFECE IM
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(In our modern politics we
have practiced patriotism ex-
clu the people of the coun-
try). This practice of not count-
ing the masses is still a predom-
inant feature of our present-day
politics.

Again in Kalantor Tagore
wrote: "SINTHR TICE I, ASTRED
@ A | S e @ v, A
TR T w uér Rem @@
WS %, e YOI | WINITH
sffbane % wiren | < el Feg
curere, Semermed B TEm - @
R & wrm TR W G WIS
1t BT ”

In brief Tagore characterised
the nature of prevalent political
trend as basically elitist and
rootless serving only the inter-
est of the upper classes. This
trend not only still persists but
has become more glaring.

In Ghare Baire Tagore poses
the question — AR <1 4
IV AYrE aByrEm <Eh e W
TEdl W TR WmeTA WA feqy

Meaning. are the spices of
the mixture of politics of the
statecraft in the big kitchen
houses of the world total lies?

Tagore was against the in-
trusion of foreign ideologies in
our body politics. Again in
Ghare Baire he lamented — "R
N3 @ & R TR 9 SR
T o =y’

(From abroad what epi-
demics of sin has penetrated
our land?). By the epidemics of
sin Tagore meant communal-
ism, backwardness. illiteracy,

anti-people politics. so on and
so forth.

What Tagore so sharply pin-
pointed as the malaise, lapses
and drawback of our politics
could not be discarded even af-
ter independence. Rather poli-
tics has me more anti-peo-
ple, more power-centred, more
corrupt, more acrimonious and
faction-ridden. re was es-
sentially for cleaner politics
whose branches and roots will
be spread among the masses. In
short, politics should be pro-

people and its soul and spirit
should originate from the soil. I




