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Dhaka signs
land mine
convention

Bangladesh has signed the
Land Mine Convention at the
UN headquarters in New York.
reports UNB.

Permanenlt Representative
of Bangladesh to the UN Am-
bassador Anwarul Karim
signed the convention on pro-
hibition of the use, stockpiling.
production and transfer of anti-
personnel mines and on their
destruction on Thursday.

With this, Bangladesh has
become the 126th signatory to
the international treaty, ac-
cording to a message received in
Dhaka yesterday.

The convention, after some
years of negotiations known as
"Ottawa Process,” was finalised
in Oslo on September 18, 1997
and opened for signature on De-
cember 3 in Ottawa.

Bangladesh government re-

cently ratified the convention

at a cabinet meeting.

Khaleda’s token
hunger strike
on May 12

By Staff Correspondent

Leader of the Opdposujun in
the Jatiyva Sangsad and BNP
Chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia, along with her party law-
makers, will observe a day-long
token h strike at the Pal-
tan Maidan on May 12.

The hunger strike will be ob-
served to press BNP's demand
for repealing the "black accord”
on Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT)
and to protest what it called the
government's failure to check
price hike of essentials, un-
abated corruption, terrorism,
deterioration of law and order.
anarchy in educational institu-
tions and problems in supply ol
gas, power and water.

A meeting of the BNP Na-
tional Executive Committee
yesterday urged people from all
strata of life to express solidar-

See Page 12 Col 2

3 CHT bodies
reject Regional
Council Bill
passed in JS

. A group of hill leaders have
rejected the 'CHT Regional
Council Bill 1998 passed in
parliament on Wednesday and
reiterated their demand for au-
tonomy of the region, reports
UNB.
Leaders of three hill organi-
sations in a joint statement on
Thursday said the bill and three
other hil{s passed to amend the
hill district cuunﬁil acts will

no ce to the .
hm‘-ll%e Impea s are: gﬁﬁﬁl Sec-
retary of Pahari Gano Parishad

Prashit Bikash Khisha, General

of Pahari Chhatra
Parishad Dipayan Khisha and
Chairperson of Hill Women's
Federation Kabita Chakma.
“There is no difference be-
tween the councils established
in 1989 by the then autocratic
mlmhatzh and thnr.;1 councils
in the recen
g;-ﬂn. These will not bnzlIllr able to
ensure the rights of the hill
people.” they said.
The hill leaders also threat-

Sf:cretagy

ened to go for vigorous move-
ment if their demand was nnt
met.

They criticised Janasang-
hati Samity for what they said
its attitude of compromise and
surrender to the government.

Gulshan Lake

Legal notice sent
to PWD, Rajuk

By Staff Correspondent

Baridhara Residents Associ-
ation sent a legal notice to the
Public Works Department, Ra-
juk chairman and Directorate
of Environment on May 6, de-
manding suspension of earth
filling of Gulshan Lake and
construction on its bank within
seven days.

The association threatened
to take legal action if the au-
thorities failed to fulfil the de-
mands, according to a press re-
lease.
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Standard of téaching at 3 major

medical colleges 'extremely poor'

By Naimul Haq

Standard of teaching at three
leading governmen! medical
colleges was found to be ex-
tremely poor during a quality
assessment of teaching and
learning in medical colleges in
the country. said a reviewer
from the UK.

“In terms of teaching, the
lecture sessions | attended at
Dhaka Medical College, Chit-

One killed, 20 hurt at CU

tagong Medical College and
Rangpur Medical College were
found to be very poor,” said Profl
Charles Bryce of Napier Uni-
versity in Edinburgh, Scotland,
while giving his views Lo The
Daily Star.

A teams of four external re-
viewers and a review secretary
visited Dhaka, Chittagong and
Rangpur medical colleges [rom

A}:ril 19 to 30 and met members
ol the teaching staff and the
students. The reviewers ob-
served formal teaching sessions
and analysed course documents
for the quality assessment.
"During our assessment we
focused on four main areas:
curriculum and student guid-
ance, teaching and assessment,
environment and resources and

during Shibir attack

CHITTAGONG. May 8: An
admission seeker was killed
and 20 people including four po-
lice personnel were injured at
Chittagong University during a
gunfight on Wednesday nigh.,
police and campus sources said.

The dead was identified as
Ayub Ali, 19. The injured are
hei_r;% treated in private clinics.

e violence erupted Wed-
nesday when armed Shibir
cadres in several groups
launched a fresh attack to re-
capture three halls at about 9
pm, police said.

During the attack, the Shibir
cadres opened indiscriminate
fire at the halls which turned
into a
lasting for about two hours, po-

unbattle with police,,

From Staff Correspondent

lice and campus sources said.

In the face of strong police
resistance, the Shibir cadres re-
treated at about 11 pm. the
sources added.

Later police recovered the
bullet-ridden body of Ayub Ali
from behind Shah Amanat
Hall.

Police could not confirm

whether Ayub was killed in
crossfire or by the Shibir
cadres.

Campus source, however,
said Ayub was dragged out from
a room of Shah Amanat Hall
and was gunned down allegedly
by the attackers. .

Ayub, who hailed from Pat-
uakhali, was staying with an-
other student of the university

known to him, campus sources .

said.

Police arrested two Shibir
activists during the gunfight
and a case was filed with Hat-
hazari thana.

The University Syndicate at
a meeting yesterday afternoon
postponed all scheduled exami-
nations till May 21.

Police told UNB they saw the
attackers, while retreating,
were carrying three wounded
men on their shoulders.

Police Super Abdur Rab told
the agency that the motive of
the attack was to create a situa-
tion whereby the authorities
are forced to close the univer-
sity for an indefinite period.

See Page 12 Col 6

Commentary

BUET crisis: Let Wisdom and

Not Vanity be our Guide

The nation has been stunned
by the resignation of BUET's
Vice Chancellor (VC) and of the
7] senior stafl members from
all administrative positions ol

r préntiér engineering uni-
versity. In an environment
where nobody wants to resign -
in fact the practice it to cling on
to one's own chair by any
means - the enmass resignation
has surprised us all. It only
points to the gravity of the sit-
uation. Whatever may have
been the long term and short

By Mahfuz Anam

Lerin causes of the BUET crisis.
our only aim at this point is to
solve the problem and getl our
best academic institution back
on track. 4

The key figure in the solis-

tion process in of course the VC,
Dr. Igbal Mahmud. He rightly
feels that he has lost the confi-
dence of the Chancellor, that is
the Prime Minister in this case.
Therefore he says, he should
not carry on the job. He gen-

uinely. and again rightly. feels
outraged at the treatment that

tion minister, especially

was meted out to him both by
the Chancellor and the edmi]a'
the
latter. This has to be correcled.
it is our view-that the Chancel
lor should sonally request
Dr. Mahmud to resume his du-
ties, if not for the rest of his
term, then at least till the pre-

sent problem is solved. is
will need some persuading for
Dr. Mahmud is a man of hon-

our. and we do not have too
many of them left.
See Page 2

Sadique dismayed
at press reports

Education Minister ASHK
Sadique yesterday expressed
his hope that the deadlock at
BUET would be solved through
understanding and cnmlamnﬁﬂe
keeping in view the logical and
humanitarian aspects for the
sake of all teachers, students
and the institution, reports
BSS.

In a statement, the minister
expressed his dismay over thLe
interview of Vice Chancellor of
BUET Dr Igbal Mahmud and
statement of the BUET Teach-
ers’ Association published in
the newspa on May 7.

Sadique said his statement
was used totally out of context
and asserted that he had never
told in his May 5 press confer-
ence that "all teachers are in-
:rjulvad with the political par-

es."”

At the press conference, the
minister had said, "There is no
such proof that Vice Chancellor
Dr Igbal Mahmud resigned due
to political motive. So it will
not be proper to make such re-
marks. But it is true that he

See Page 2

Sri Lankan cricket star Sanath Jayasuriya with his
fiancee Sunudu Kanunanayake during their wedding
ceremony in Colombo yesterday. (See also page 10)

— AP/UNB photo

80 acres of forest damaged

beyond regeneration

Magurchhara
explosion

By Shehab Ahmed

At least 80 acres ol forest in

Srimangal were damaged be-
yond regeneration when fire
utted the reserved forest fol-
owing the explosion at
Magurchhara gasfield where
Occidental oil company had
been drilling in June last year.

An unspecified number of
mammals, reptiles and birds
perished in the fire. Those who
could flee the inferno failed to
escape from the clutches of

oachers, a preliminary survey
ound.

An estimate by the Forest
and Environment Ministry put
the loss at Tk 176 crore. But the
figure may go up when the total
damage to environment and
wildlile is assessed,. officials
said.

Shortly after the fire, the
ministry formed a committee
headed by a I[ninl secretary and
comprising lorest officials, an
official from Petrobangla and

| two representatives each from

Bangladesh Centre for Ad-
vanced Studies and Bangladesh
Environmental Lawyers Asso-
ciation.

The committee visited the
area twice, once immediately
after the fire and then earlier
this month.

It is likely to submit its re-
port sometime this month, pay-
ing the way for seeking compen-
sation from the Occidental for
damage to environment.

During the visit, the commit-
tee members found that the gas
well had been cap and the
fire had pone. But bubbles were
still visible on the pools of mud
and water where gas had es-
ca and burnt for weeks.

The Occidental had taken a
programme to put a green belt
around the centre of explosion,
where a pool of water formed a
pond in about an acre of land.

The crater is about 20 feet
deep, a committee member said
ad that the gas pressure ap-
peared to have declined.

The scar on nature still re-
mained visible. Rains helped
regeneration of grass. The trees
burmt on one side may regener-
ate but the totally burnl ones
will never, the member said.

See Page 12 Col 6
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Tree uun 3 Mag rchhara
gasfield are now dying.
— Star photo

lastly, standards of quality
control,” Prof Bryce said.
Following a critical analy-
sis, a draft report was produced
giving grades to each of the
three medical colleges, he said.
However to ensure that any de-
ficiencies in the teaching provi-
sions have been remedied, the
colleges concerned would un-
See Page 12 Col 7

JCD activists'
rehabilitation
at DU halls

begins
By DU Correspondent

About 100 activists of Jatiy-
atabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD). who
were ousted from four halls of
Dhaka University. were reha-
bilitated in their respective
dormitories on Thursday. end-
ing a fortnight-long stalemate

that virtually paralysed the
university.

The JCD activists were
ousted from the halls by the ac-
tivists of Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) on April 23 follow-
ing a gunbattle between them
which left one BCL leader
killed.

The university authorities.
after a series of discussion with
the fcudinﬁ student organisa-
tions, reached a settlement for

See Page 12 Col 6

‘Joint resignation
not aimed at

quitting jobs’
By Staff Correspondent

The 13 teachers of Architec-
ture Department of BUET,
whose resignations were ac-
cepted by the Syndicate, felt
that their reinstatement in jobs
would help solve the crisis at
the university, a spokesman of
the teachers said yesterday.

Bt sources close 1o the Svn-
dicate said that those teachers
would have to follow the legal
procedure in this regard.

A decision of the Syndicate
on the 13 teachers, taken on
May 3 and sent to each of them
individually said. "You may
personally a]!l:pl}' to the Syndi-
cate through separate letters
(not joint), reg reconsid-
eration of Syndicate's decision
of 26.4.98 on withdrawal of

tion."”
thume of I'ul.l:; tr.;chcrs f%m
1 up o , talking to The
Daﬂﬂt;r sterday, said that

"ﬁ-? assurance from the
B Syndicate regarding their

reinstatement.

The BUET may face six mon-
th's session jam if the current
deadlock is not ended during
the five-day mid-term break for
the students beginning from
Sunday, -according to official

sources in the B :

"There has been no grcss
towards a solution of the dead-
lock.,” Prof Razzak Akand, Pres-
ident of the BUET Teachers As-
sociation told The Daily Star
last night. “We will start our ef-
forts to end the crisis when the
university reopens on Sunday.,”
he said.

Crisis in the university be-
gan with the Syndicate's ac:::clp-
tance of resignation of 13
teachers' of Architecture De-
partment on April 26 last.

Pressure from the higher au-
thorities to reverse the decision
led to the resignation of Prof
Igbal Mahmud from the post of

ice-Chancellor of the Univer-

sity on May 4, lollowed by res-

ignation ol 71 teachers from
See Page 12 Col 6

Teenage boy
stabbed to
death: 3 held

By Staff Correspondent

A teenage boy was stabbed to
death by a gang of local hood-
lums at Shambazar under
Shutrapur thana in the city
Thursday afternoon.

Police identified the dead as
Zahirul Islam, 17, son of Abdur
Rauf Mia, a resident of Barai-
tola under Keraniganj thana.

After preliminary investi-

ation, dpo ice said Zahirul was
illed due to previous enmity
with the gang.

A gang of about ten local
hoodlums led by one Sagar,
started beating Zahirul in front
of a grocery shop at Shambazar
vegetable market at about 4 pm,
police said.

Al one stage, Sagar stabbed
Zahirul in his back and fled the
scene with his gang, police
added.

Zahirul was rushed to
nearby National Hospital and
later shifted to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) where
the tors declared him dead,
according to police.

Police arrested Nuru, Babu,
and Noor Hossain in connec-
tion with the killing on Thurs-
day night. Shutrapur police

roduced the three before the
MM's Court yesterday seeking
seven day's remand.

The body of Zahirul was
handed over to his family yes-
terday after autopsy at DMCH.
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Shahid, the prime suspect in
the Shazneen murder case, was
laced on further CID remand
or five days on Thursday while
contractor Hasan and two oth-
ers were again placed on a two-
dav remand vesterday. :
CID oflicials snid the four
accused persons were placed on
remand for further investiga-
tion into the case and determin-
ing whether there were one or
more abettor(s) with Shahid in
killing Shazneen Tasnim
Rahman, 15, in their Gulshan
residence on April 23.
Meanwhile, bail prayers
were moved for the three ac-
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By Staff Correspondent

cused when they were produced
before the CMM's court yester-
day.

Advocate Chowdhury
Sanawar Ali revealed while ar-
guing for the bail that Hasan
was the relative of an influen-
tial minister in the present gov-
érnment. He however, added
that his client was not using
this connection because he
wanted a fair trial. He did not
mention the name of the cabi-
net minister who was suppos-
edly the relation of accused
Hasan. However, the court re-
jected that bail prayers and
granted a two-day remand.

REGULAR PLUS MAGAZINE : PRICE TAKA

* months, Hasan had

Accused Hasan was produced before the C'MM's court yesterday where he was placed on

two days' remand. Photo shows Hasan trying to avoid journalists and photographers
outside the CID office after returning from court.

Shahid's new disclosure

—_—
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Meanwhile CID sources said
that in a major change in ac-
cused Shahid's statement he
told investigators yesterday
that contractor Hasan was the
man behind the plot to murder
Shazneen. He said that on sev-
eral nceasions.over 1aat. feew
n ap-
proaching him to commit the
crime with the offer of.a large
sum of money.

He said Hasan had first ap-
proached him before Eid holi-
days in April saying that if he (
Shahid) did as he was told "You
will never have to work again.

See Page 12 Col 4

NEW DELHI, MAY 8. Prime
-Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
today sugfested reopening of
traditional trade routes be-
tween India's north-eastern
states and the neighbouring
countries including Bangla-
desh, reports BSS. |

Addressing a meeting of the
chief ministers of north-east-
ern states and Sikkim, the
Prime Minister said the BJP-
led coalition government would
initiate necessary steps includ-
ing examining afresh the pos-
sibilities of reopening of direct
communication and trade link
with the neighbouring coun-
tries.

The meeting discussed issues
relating to economic develop-
ment of the north-eastern re-
glon of India.,

Emphasising the need for
reopening of trade routes along

'Vajpayee for trade
routes between NE
states, neighbours

the north-eastern borders,
Deputy Chairman of Planning
Commission Jaswant Singh
said that the nearest port from
Agartala via neighbouring
Bangladesh covered only 70 km
while the same route via Cal-
cutta was 1700 km,

Speaking at the meeting,
Home Minister L. K Advani said
the continuing disturbed situa-
tion especially in the states of

—Secabopage5

Assam, Nagaland, Manipur and
Tripura is a cause of serious
concern.

Advani stressed the need for
modernising police forces in
those states, saying, "Our expe-
rience of fighting insurgency in
Punjab and Kashmir has shown
that insurgency can be tackled
effectively only when the state
police function effectively.”

Oil & gas block bidding

The government should be
cautious with the second round
block bidding for oil and gas
exploration and it should not
award all the block to foreign
companies in one go, experis
and officials of Petrob a ob-
serve at a 'brain storming ses-
sion' at Wednesday.

They suggested a go-slow in
block bidding and review of the
profitability of the existing

roduction sharing contracts
PSCs). with four foreign com-
panies.

Sources said that the
Petrobangla authorities for the

line with the "cautious policy”
announced by the Prime Minis-
ter regarding the much-debated
block bidding. Chairman of
Petrobangla Mosharraf Hos-
sain moderated.

The Chairman invited ex-
perts and officials of different
divisions of Petrobangla and
BAPEX to discuss whether the

overnment should award all
the block in one go. If not, how
the country is going to face the
future gas crisis, ¢ -

view of press reports

first time held such session in

“This session was hﬂd "h'i '
' and public -

Go-slow, review of PSC
profitability suggested

Star Report

opinion that the government's
second round block bidding was
not heading in the right direc-

tion and that experts opinions
were ignored,” said a Petrobang-
la source, adding, this move had
been widely appreciated in
Petrobangla and its subsidi-
aries.

Officials of different divi-
sions said that the most

rospective blocks should not
ge ven to fore companies
and BAPEX should be given op-
portunity to grow by exploring
the prospective regions.
he Chairman, however,
said, "We do not have enough
money for cxpluratinn activi-
ties of BAPEX." Bangladesh in-
vited foreign companies to ex-
plore and develop gasfields be-
cause of its own fund crisis, he
added.

Funds would not be a prob-
lem for BAPEX's works,
claimed an official. "If foreign
com es like Cairn and Occi-
dental can raise funds from
public shares, banks and part-
nership, BAPEX's funds can be

. raised in the same manner,” he

See Page 12 Col 4

"No secret mission’

I am in Dhaka

at invitation of

an NGO, says
Pak minister

A Pakistani minister yes-
terday refuted the allegation
that he is in the city on a "secret
mission,” saying that he has
come to Dhaka at the invitation
of an NGO to distribute relief
among the stranded Pakistanis,
reports UNB.

The controversy over his
trip arose following a press re-
port that Dr Mohammad Fa-
rooq Sattar, Minister for Local
Government of the Sindh
Province of Pakistan, arrived
Dhaka on Wednesday on a "se-
cret mission” and was staying
at a guest house in Gulshan.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Jatiya Press Club in
the evening, Dr Sattar said he is
here at invitation of the Mid-
dle-East based NGO. Mohibban-
E-Pakistan Overseas, to ¢
out relief operation in all the
camps of the stranded Pakista-
nis.

The Sindh minister said a
four-member delegation com-

rising himself, Tariq Jawaid
EKNH. Khalid Bin Walid, MPA
(Sindh) and Rouf Siddiqui,
Chief organiser of Mohibban-E-
Pakistan, is carrying out the

See Page 12 Col 3

2 alleged dacoits
beaten to death

in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, May 8: Two alleged
dacoits were beaten to death
and four others seve injured
at Komrai village in Dumuria
‘thana of the district on Thurs-
day night.

}:I‘h:gl:lead were identified as
Mansur, 30, and Sirajul 28.

The injured were admitted to
Khulna Medical Cullage Hospi-
tal. They are Lutfar 24, Kabir
30, Shimul 28, and Ratan, 26.

According to police, the da-
coits came under attack by
some villages when they
reached the village in a mi-
crobus.

The villages beat the decoits
mercilessly and hit-them with
sharp weapons. As a result, two
dacoits died on the spot and
four others injured. e vil-
lages also damaged the mi-
crobus.

Police said the dacoits be-
longed to an inter-district gang.

our firearms and some
home-made bombs were recov-
ered from the microbus.




