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COLOMBO. May 6: Sri Lanka
have dropped several veteran
cricketers after a disastrous
tour of South Africa and
brought in new faces for the up-
coming Test series against New
Zealand, the cricket board said
Wednesday, reports AP.

The pace attack has been
completely revamped. with
Ravindra shpakumara and
Sajeeva de Silva dropped from
the 20-member squad.
Chaminda Vaas, for years the
country’'s main strike bowler, is
on the injured list following
o ror sing fast bowl

mi yo ast er
Nuwan Zoysa i:rﬁan injured,
leaving veteran Pramodya
Wickremasinghe as the only
experienced fast bowler.

Wickremasinghe, who had a

run in South Africa with

bat and ball after being out
of the team for more than a
year, will be supported by new-
comers Mario Villavarayan
and Suresh Perera.

Experienced batsman
Hashan Tillekeratne has been
drop due to r form in

South Africa, where Sri Lanka
lost Test series and then failed
to make the final of a three-na-
tion limited-over tournament
that also featured Pakistan.

But the batting is still very
strong, with Jayasuriya. Mar-
van Atapattu, De Silva, skipper
Arjuna Ranatunga, Roshan
Mahanama, Romesh Kaluwith-
arana, Russel Arnold and Ma-
hela Jayawardhana in the line-
up.

The spin attack has been
beefed up. Mutthiah Muralitha-
ran, Kumara Dharmasena,
Ruwan Kalpage and Niroshan
Bandarathileke will be backed

part-time spinners Aravinda
de Silva and Sanath Jaya-
suriya.

New Zealand play three
Tests, the first starting on May

Chapple lives
up for
Lancs

LONDON, May 6: Pace bowler
Glen Chapple took five for
seven as Lancashire shot oul
the Minor Countries for just 52

in the Benson and Cup at
Old Trafford on Tuesday, re-
Reuters.

Hampshire's 50 all out
against Yorkshire in 1991 re-
mains the lowest total in the
50-over competition.

Lancashire knocked off the

6: The US World
Cup team has
experience -
and age. reporis
AP,

Sixteen of the 20 players
picked for the roster Tuesday
will be over 25 by this summer's
tournament, and five will top
30.

In 1990, when the Americans
qualified for the first time in 40
years, the oldest player was 27
and just four topped 25. In 1994,
there were just eight over 25.

"We have a great mix of vet-
eran players that bring an
enormous amount of experi-
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unger players ... that provi
{:(; ;gnie y:fur the future," US
coach Steve Sampson said dur-
ing a telephone news conier-
ence. "l think we're even more
nature and more experienced

than the "94 squad.”

This US team, which starts

ractice Monday in San Diego,
Eas an average age of 28, up
from 26.4 in 1994 and 24.2 in
1990, when the Americans were
the youngest team in the tour-
nament.

While the Americans have
more énce, they may not
have the legs to advance from a
tough first-round group that in-
cludes European champions
Germany, Yugoslavia and Iran.

Just 12 players are hold
overs from the 1994 roster and
just three remain from the 1990
team: forward Eric Wynalda,
defender Marcelo Balboa and

oalkee Ka Keller,
. Mld&)c?qr:‘:cr “F;g Ramos, a vet-

eran of both tournaments,
probably will fill one of two
spots still vacant on the 22-
man roster, which won't be fi-
nalized until it is submitted to
FIFA on June 2.

"None of our players can
carry the team thruugi a Word
Cup single-handedly,” Sampson
said. "It is very important that
we take on the attitude of a blue-

attack and hard in delense.

"It is very important to me
that the entire country and the
entire world see a team that
works their tail off, and that
demiands more Lhan effort, it
requires a single-mindedness
and togetherness Lhat will lead
this team to succeed."

Survivors from the 1994 ros-
ter include Roy Wegerle and
Wynalda at lorward: Cobi
Jones, Claudio Reyna and Ernie
Stewart in midfield; Marcelo
Balboa, Mike Burns, Thomas
Dooley and Alexi Lalas on de-
fense; and Brad Friedel and
Juergen Sommer in goal,

Newcomers include defend-
ers Jefl Agoos and Eddie Pope:
midfielders Chad Deering,
Frankie Hejduk, Brian Maiso-
nneuve and Joe-Max Moore;
and forwards Brian McBride
and Preki Radosavljevic.

Sampson mel Monday night
in Los Angeles with John
Harkes, a veteran of 1990 and
1994 who had been team cap-
tain until cut last month,
Harkes angered Sampson by re-
fusing to play a defensive mid-
field role.

"l informed him it was un-
likely he will be named to the
World Cup roster,” Sampson
said. "To his credit, he is doing
all the right things and is very

rofessional. Again I must be

onest in that | feel it is very
unlikely he will make the final
leam.”

Dooley, 37 on May 12, is the
oldest player, Hejduk (23). Pope
(24) and Reyna (24) are the
youngest.

Sampson said he isn't con-
cerned about two key players
coming off injuries: Wynalda
had arthroscopic surgery April
16 to repair a cartilage tear in
his left knee. and Ramos was
out from November to April 25
following surgery to repair the
anterior cruciate ligament in
his left knee.

Sampson also hopes to in-
clude defender David Regis. who
has five goals in 29 games this
season for Karlsruher in Ger-
many's Bundesliga. Regis, a 29-
year-old Martinique-born
Frenchman with an American
wife. is awaiting US citizen-

shig.
ampson’'s toughest deci-
sions were to take McBride,
Hejduk and Maisonneuve and
dru;g:cd Roy Lassiter, Chris
Henderson and David Wagner.

Bora Milutinovic. Samp-
son's predecessor, played a de-
fensive game in 1994, unsure of
his team's ability up front. The
weakness on this team may be
defense.

After gathering next week,
the Americans play exhibition
games against Macedonia (May

(May 24 at Portland, Ore.} and
Scotland (May 30 at Washing-
ton} before leaving for France
on June 4. The US opener is
against Germany at Paris on
June 15,

PROBABLES

Following are the 20 players
sclected for the 22-man
US World Cup roster. The final
roster must be submitted to
FIFA by June 2 (teams MLS un-
less noted; x-played in 1994
World Cup; y-played in 1990
World Cup):

Goalkeepers: x-Brad Friedel
(Liverpool. England). y-Kasey

ALEXI LALAS

Keller (Leicester, England); x-
Juergen Sommer (Columbus).
Defenders: Jeff Agoos (DC

United); xy-Marcelo Balboa
(Colorado); x-Mike Burns (New
England): x-Thomas Dooley
(Columbus): x-Alexi Lalas (New
York-New Jersey): Eddie Pope
[DC United).

Midfielders: Chad Deerin
(VIL Wolfburg, Germany):
Frankie Hejduk (Tampa Bay): x-
Cobi Jones (Los Angeles), Brian
Maisonneuve (Columbus); x-
Joe-Max Moore (New England);
x-Claudio Reyna (VIL Wolfs-
burg. Germany); x-Ernie Stew-
art [NAC Breda, Netherlands).

Forwards: Brian McBride
(Columbus): Preki Radosavlje-
vic (Kansas City); x-Roy Wegerle
(Tampa Bay): xy-Eric Wynalda
(San Jose).

Also Under Consideration:
x:,hTah Ramos, MF (New York-
New Jersey); David Regis. D
(Karisruhe, Germany); Carlos
Yamosa. D [DC United).

Alternates: Gregg Berhalter,
D (Sparta Rotterdam, Nether-
lands); Mark Dodd, G (Dallas);
y-Chris Henderson, MF (Colu-
mbus): Roy Lassiter. F (DC
United); John O'Brien, D (Ajax
Amsterdam, Netherlands):
Tony Sanneh, MF (DC United):
x-Mike Sorber, MF (Metros-
tars); David Wagner, D (Schalke
04. Germany).

PARIS, May 6: Argentina's
opponents can expect no
favours when they face tough
but talented Diego Simeone at
the World Cup hnals, reports
AFP,

For the combative Inter Mi-
lan midfielder., who won his
‘tough Iguly reputation in the
Spanish league, is ready for
another fighting performance
at France '98.

Never short of incident,
Simeone's career in Europe has
been a heady mixture ol early
success, followed by bitter frus-
tration. '

Simeone was only 17 when
he started the first of three sea-
sons with Velez Sarsfield in
1987, signing off with eight
goals in his final i,'ear-

He moved to Italy in 1990,
joining Pisa, then in the Serie
A. a thousand people turned out
to welcome him on his arrival,
but he soon made it clear he was
there to learn rather than
teach.

"The Italian championship
is the university of football.” he
said.

Sadly though, Simeone
failed the exam.

The Argentine struggled to
find his true position in mid-
field, scorin un]i; four goals in
31 games, while his teammates
failed to keep their side of the
bargain and Pisa were rele-
gated.

Simeone stayed for a season
in Serie B, but again failed to
deliver. scoring only twice be-
fore finally packing his bags.

The 24-year-old played every
game at USA '94, although Ar-
gentina's presence was com-
E{Ietely overshadowed by

aradona’s drugs ban.

With the World Cup over,
Simeone signed for Atletico
Madrid and had few regrets
when he did the League Cup
double and was voted Spain's
best midfielder in only his sec-
ond season (1995-96).

Fingers crossed
for Asprilla

PARIS, May 6 (AFP): Faus-
tino Asprilla is racing against
time to be ready to play for
Colombia at France '98.

And the success or otherwise
of the Colombian team may
well depend on whether the
mercurial striker wins that
race or not.

Coach Hernan Dario Gomez
has no doubts about the impor-
tance of Asprilla to his team's
chances. "Even if he is only 60
Ber cent fit we will take him to

rance,” said Gomez. "He is one
of those players who cannot be
replaced.”

At 28, Asprilla is an enigma.

UNDATED., Mav & 1AP):
Nigeria's Yugoslay coach has
been given carte blanche to en-
force team discipline after

layers reportedly questioned
is game tactics in a recent
match in Germany, local radio
reported Tuesday.

Bora Milutinovic was given
the mandate al a recent session
with top officials of the Nige-
rian Football Association in
Ahu]]a. Nigeria's capital, Lagos

Radio reported.
The move came aft=r players
openly challenged iluti-

novic's tactics for a warmup
match in Cologne, Germany,
and created a scene after de-
manding large bonuses for
qualifying for this year's World
cup.
Germany beat Nigeria 1-0 in
the April 22 warmup game,

ATSUSHI STAKES A

CLAIM

Competition is h:atinF up
among Japan's strikers lor a
spot on the team roster.

Atsushi Y sawa, the 20-
year-old forward who has been
off and on the national team.
had been scoreless for the last
six games with his professional
J-League team, the Kashima
Antlers.

But he netted three goals
Tuesday in a 3-0 win against
Jubilo Iwata, suddenly boosting
his chances.

Jubilo striker Masashi
Nakayama, 30, who recently set
a J-Leapue record with four
straight hattricks, had no
goals. But the league’'s leading
scorer is practically guaranteed
a spot on the roster of about 25
names.

The team named Thursday
for the Kirin Cup matches
against Paraguay and the Czech
Republic later this month will
likely the same as the one that
goes to France.

The question is whether
Kazuyoshi Miura, 31. for years
Japan's biggest name in soccer,
will be brought back after get-
ting knocked off the team in
March.

It's also unclear whether the

list will include Masavuki
Okano, who scored the golden
goal in a 3-2 win against Iran
that clinched Japan's World
Cup debut. Okano has been
benched with the Urawa Red
Diamonds.

YUGOSLAVS TO START

TRAINING MAY 22

Troubled h{, injuries of his
key players, Yugoslav coach
Slobodan Santrac announced
Tuesday that his team's prepa-
rations for the World Cup would
start May 22.

Santrac could not announce
the list of 26 players who will
start the preparations as sev-
eral of Yugoslavia's key players
are either injured or are recu-
peraling. He said the list will be
announced May 18,

First-choice pgoalkeeper
Ivica Kralj and central defender
Risto Vidakovic are on the in-
jury list. Key midfielder Dejan
Savicevic of AC Milan, and
main striker Predrag Mijatovic,
of Real Madrid, have just

returned alter lengthy injuries
and are not in the top form.

WRIGHT RUNNING

AGAINST THE CLOCK

Arsenal striker lan Wright
has only a few games to win a
place on England'’s side for the
World Cup.

Wright, 34, who has been out
since January with an injury,
will start on Wednesday for the
new Premier League champions
against Liverpool.

Arsenal manager Arsene
Wenger gave Wright his full-
fledged endorsement.

"I still think lan has a lot to
offer. He says he wants to stay
at Arsenal for two more years
and be a reserve il necessary.
But [ think, if anything, he is
being a little too humble at pre-
sent.

"He knows that at his age he
will not play all the games next

season, but | think he can still
be ready to fight for a place and
I am happy to have his com-

mitment.”

BAGGIO IN MALDINI'S
PLAN
Roberto Baggio might get a

return trip to the World Cup af-
ter all.

[taly coach Cesare Maldini
has pencilled in the 31-year-old
playmaker as a reserve striker,
the Corriere dello Sport news-
paper reported Tu:sdl;o ;

Maldini will be in the stands
Sunday at Turin to see Baggio's
Bologna take on the player's
former club Juventus, who can
clinch the Serie A title with a
victory,

Baggio was Italy's star at the
1994 World Cup but then fell out
of favour and has appeared in
just one game for the Azzurris
in the past three years. The vet-
eran has tallied five goals in
his last three league games to
raise his total to 19 for the sea-
son and 148 for his career — top
among active players.

If Baggio does make the ros-
ter, which Maldini is set to an-
nounce May 22, it likely means
that Chelsea's Gianfranco Zola
and AC Parma's Enrico Chiesa
would be left at home.

'LET'S DO IT'

After a battle of songwriters
that was almost as tough as
qualifying for the World Cup it-
self, Norway's national team
has finally settled on a team
song to take to France.

It's called "Let's Do It," and
edged out "Here Comes Norway.”

Norwegians have to wait
another two weeks to find out
exactly what the "it" in "Let's Do
[t" refers to, since the [ull text

and song won't be released until

May 20,
“The reason we have an En-
lish text is so all the

Norwegian) pros in England
can understand it too,” joked
I{gei! Borgersen, spokesman for
h e Norwegian Soccer Federa-
on.

At least 30 songwriters had
vied for the honour of writing
Norway's team song. Going into

the final round, the pop De
Derre had been a favourite with
"Here Comes Norway,"”

53 required for victory in just
13.4 overs for the loss of three
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wins from two matches in

Group D and Ireland a third de-
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to the other Group D match,

| for a few more
. weeks  before an
nonncing his definite World Cu
squad of 22, preferring to stic

to a wide core of 28 players up to

the June 2 deadline, he said
Tuesday. reports AP.

ventus, pdoria and AC Mi-
lan ded two each.

acquet said it already was
clear to him who would on
the ideal squad of 22, but be-
cause of the risk of injuries over
the final weeks. he had to re-

you have right attitude. you
will accept the selection pro-
cess,” he said.

Much will become clear
duiing the May 27-29 King Has-
sdan tournament in Morocco,
where France will play a four-

missing four games through
injury.
No other Colombian player
scored more than three goals.
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final selection, with just over a
month left until the June 10-
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"'We need all our forces. We

Goalkeepers
[AS Monaco). Bernard Lama
(West Ham). Lionel Charbon-
nier (AJ Auxerre), Lionel Letizi
(FC Metz)

million dollars. He rejoined
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million dollar fee, but has
hardly played since.
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