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Significance of Ashurah

by Naseem Huq

UHARRAM is the lirst
month ol the Islamic
Calendar. This vear il is

1419 Hijri. According to the
uran, Muharram is one ol the
our sacred months in Islam.
The other three being Rajab. Zil
Qadh and Zil Hajjh. Muharram
has its own unique importance.
But unfortunately, as we have
distanced ourselves
considerably from the religion.
we hardly even observe the Ist
of Muharram as the Islamic
New Year's day. It comes and
oes unnoticed. It should be a
ay of thanks giving to Allah
and to seek his lorgiveness and
mercies to help people live the
new year with due decency an
prosperity. We however observe
the 10th of Muharram as
"Ashurah” to commemorate the
martyrdom of Hazrat Imam
Hussain (RA) at Karbala near
the river Eupharates in Iraq. He
was murdered on the 10th of
Muharram by Yazid. twelve
years after the Sahadat by poi-
son of his brother Hazrat linam
Hassan R A. They were the sons
of Fatima (RA). the Prophet's
daughter and Ali (RA) the
Prophet's cousin. Therefore
Imam Hussain and Imam Has-
san were the grandsons ol our
Prophet Muhammad (SM).
ther than this, Ashurah
also has the following com-
memorative significance :

1. The 10th of Muharram is
named "Ashurah” because on
this day 10 prophets received
Allah's mercy and forgiveness
and were blessed by h. The
universe was created by Allah
on this day. He also created
Hazrat Adam and sent him to
Heaven on the 10th of Muhar-
ram.

2. Baba Adam and Bibi
Hawwa were forgiven by Allah,
for having disobeyed Him in the
Garden of Paradise. Adam and
Hawwa got re-united on the
10th of Muharram at Arafat.
This is one of the reasons why
our prayers are accepted on
Arafat Day during Haij.

3. On the 10th of Muharram.

Metropolitan
Wastes from Hazaribagh tanneries

Hazrat Noah [(AS). alter the
greal flood, had his Ark an
chored by the Mount Judi and
wis saved by the Grace of Allah

4. On the 10th ol Muharran)
Hazrat Ibrahim [AS) was saved
from the fire of Namrood. the
infidel king, and became "the
riend of Allah".

5. On the 10th of Muharram,
the Pharoah of Egypt, who
claimed to be god, was drowned
in the river and Hazrat Musa
(AS) and his followers could
cross over the water which was
separated by the Grace ol Allah
to make a road for them and
their horses 1o cross

G (n the 10th of Muharram,
Hazral Yaqub (AS) got hack his
lost son Hazrat Yusul (AS).

7. On the 10th of Muharram,
Hazrat Avub [(AS) recovered
from his long illness of 18
years, and thanked Allah for
His mercies and blessings,

8, For certain reasons
Hazrat Younus [AS) got into the
stomach ol a whale and re-
mained there for a very long
time. After much repentance he
came oul of the fish and was
saved by the Grace of Allah on
the 10th of Muharram. This is
one of the reasons why we
should read "Dua Younus™ at the
time of great crisis or danger:
"La ila ha illa anta sub hanaka
inni koontum minaz zalemin”

9. On the 10th of Mubharram,
Hazrat ldris (AS) was given a
high position.

10. On the 10th of Muhar-
ram, Hazrat Sulaiman (AS) got
back his kingdom which he had
lost on the same day.

11. On the 10th of Muhar-
ram, Hazrat Isa (AS) was born
and was also taken back to the
sky.

The above incidents coin-
ciding Ashurah has made the
day important for the Muslims
in general, regardless of them
being Shia or Sunni. It is said
that on this day if people do
good things, such acts may in-
voke Allah's mercy as it did in
the cases of the Prophets.
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MAM Hussain [(AS) was

horn in Medina on the

Ord Shaban i the  4th
year of Hijri. The Prophet(SM)
gave him the name of Hussain.
He resembled the Holy Praphet
from breast to foot. His elder
hrother Hazrat Imam Hassan
(AS) was like the Prophet (rom
head to breast. He was born in
Medina on the 15th Ramazan
Jrd year of Hijri.

Both the brothers were
Imams or .-st!iri!lual leaders ol
Islam. The Prophet had desig-
nated Al (AS) as his immediate
successor or Caliph after him
He had also nominated Hassan
amnd Hussain as his successors
after Ali. All too appointed
Hassan his successor at the
time of his death on the 2]st
Ramiazan 40 A H. at Kufa. Has-
san at his death bed on 28th Sa-
far 50 A H. at Medina desig-
iatedl Hussain as his successor,
Hussain was in this way the
real [mam, successor or Caliph
of the Holy Prophet (SM).

Despite his appointment as
Imam the Prophet, Ali was
of Imamate after the
death of the Holy Prophet (SM],
and Hazrat 'Abu Bakr (RA) was
elected by Hazrat Umar (RA)
and few others as Caliph. After
little more than two years Abu
Bakr (RA) died and at his death
bed he nominated Hazrat Umar
Ibn-al Khattab as his successor.
Umar (RA) first made Yezid ibn
Abu Sufian and then Muawiya
ibn Abu Sufian the Governor of
Syria [Sham). After ten years ol
his rule Umar (RA) was assassi-
nated by Abu Lulu Feroz. When
he was dying he nominated six
wrsons empowering them to se-
ect a Caliph amongst them-
selves. Umar (RA) also laid
down the condition that anvone
who was chosen by Abdur Rah-
man ibn Auf should be the
Caliph and anybody who chal-
lenged his authority should be
beheaded then and there. Ali
was also one of the six persons
and so was Hazrat Uthman (RA)
Abdur Rahman first offered the
Caliphate to Ali on three condi-
tions: 1) He should follow the
Kitab (Quran). the Holy Book of
Islam: 2) He should follow the
sunnah, the tradition of sun-
nah of the Prophet {SM): 3) He
should follow the example and

seriously polluting River Buriganga

The discharge of wastes from
the Hazaribagh tanneries into
the River Buriganga is senuusl!y
affecting ithe soil and plant life
and uting the air,. d
water and causing’ health haz
ards, reports BSS. |

A recent study conducted b
Professor Dr SM Imamul Haque
of the Soil Science Department,
Dhaka University, revealed
that the tannery effluents pol-
lute the river water so extreme
that no fish nor any other
aquatic animals were found liv-
ing in the downstream of Haz-
aribagh sluice gate up to 500
metres, which is the ischarﬁf
point of tannery wastes into the
river.

The 149 operating tanneries
located on the southwest pe-
riphery of Hazaribagh produce

14,910 cubic metres of effluents
or wastewater per day during

k time, and about 9,100 cu-

ic metres during off period.
The amount of solid wastes dis-
posed is about 150 tonnes per

Govt to hel];_:» expand use of |
injectable contraceptives

Health and Family Welfare
Minister Salah Uddin Yusufl
has said the government would
extend cooperation to expand
the use of injectable contracep-
tives through private medical
practitioners, reporis UNB.

The minister was addressing
a function organised by Social
Marketing Company (SMC) in-
troducing its programme on in-
jectable contraceptive through
private medical practitioners at
a city hotel Tuesday.

Yusuf said contraceptive
prevalence rate (CPR) has in-
creased from 8 per cent in 1975
to over 49 per cent in 1997,

Death anniversary

observed

The first death anniversary
of Dr Md Akikul Alam, founder
of a Bangladesh Community
and General Hospital, was ob-
served yesterday, says a press
release. '

A milad mahfil was held at
his residence after Magrib
prayers.

day.
2"F’I".t'me study said the pollution
occurring in _lhc”Bur_iglanﬁa
river walter is entering slowly
into the food chain and is likely
to cause degradation or disrup-
tion of the natural ecosystem.

The study, while measuring
the water quality of the River
Buriganga near the discharge
point and at the mid river
point, revealed that 'do’ (an es-
sential element of life for any
aquatic animal) in the river wa-
ter was found to be nil.

The wastewater is also being
discharged in open drains that
ultimately find its way to land
surface and water sources in the
vicinity. Part of the solid
wastes is being collected by the
Dhaka City Corporation and
taken to land-fill sites, while
the rest accumulates in the
swamp-sludge.

The stu said most of the
wilstes and eflluents were being
subjected o natural decomnpo-
sition in the environment caus-
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adding that the use of modern
methods have also grown sig-
nificantly from five per cent in
[O75 1o alinost 42 per ceit an
1997,

"Injectable contraceptive
methods have achieved the low-
est growth rate during the last
10 years," he said.

The minister hoped Lhat
SMC would work side by side
with the Directorate of Family
Planning, particularly with the
Clinical Services Division and
other related pariners of Na-
tional Integrated Programme
for Health and Population, in
providing this contraceptive
method, said an official hand-
out.

Dr AJ Faisal. Couniry Direc-
“or, AVSC, Dr Anwara Begum,
Vianager, Chemical Method,
SMC, Margaret Nense, Director,
Population and Health Team.
USAID, Shirajul Islam, DG,
Family Planning and Moham-
mad Ali, Health and Family
Welfare Secretary addressed the
function, presided by SMC
Managing Director Waliur
Rahman.
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Rain, gusty wind likel

Rain or thundershower accompanied by temporary gusty or
ually wind is likely to occur at many places over Dhaka, Barisal,
aittﬁ ong and Sylhet divisions and at a few places over Rajshahi
and Khulna divisions in the next 12 hours till 6 pm today, reports

UNE

A;::cnrt:ling to Met Office, the day's temperature may rise slightly

across the country,

Country's highest temperature 34.4 degree Celsius was recorded
;{ﬂsterday at Satkhira and the lowest 19.4 degree Celsius at

angamadti.

e sun sets today at 6:30 pm and rises on Friday at 5.20 am.
Maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yvesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in

in Celsius percentage

Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 31.8 20.8 H0 T
Chittagong 32.5 220 91 52
Rajshahi 32.9 21.5 78 68
Khulna 33.7 23.0 H0 63
Barisal 30.8 19.5 83 50
Sylhel 29.1 232 H 82
Cox's Bazar 33.7 23.5 81 78

ing serious pollution problems
affecting soil, water, air. plant
and human life as, excepl two
modern tanneries. none of the
others has any treatmeni plant.

In‘the tann industry at
Hazaribagh, nearly 2000-3000
tonnes ol sodium sulfide and
nearly 3000 tonnes of basic
chromium sulphate per year in
addition to other chemicals are
used for leather processing and
tanning,

At present, the country lias
214 tanneries. of which 204} are
concentrated in the Dhaka city.
The government has decided to
establish a common effluent
treatment plant with the assis
tance of UNIDO for the 200 tan
neries of the Hazaribagh area.

The study said the country
has now more than 30,000 in-
dustrial units, including about
24.000 smiill and cottage indus-

tries of them. about 1200 units
have been identified as pollut-
ing agents.

Chehlum
Chehlum of
Qamar-un Ni-
gar, wife of
Brig M Atirgjr
Rahman, PSC
[retd). will be
held at DOHS
~ (0)ld) Commu-
ity Centre,
lomorrow alfter Asr

ress release.
ed on April 1

Road 2.
prayers, says a
Qamar-un-Nigar
al the age of 66.

Mrs Atiq was president of
Cantonment Lioness Club
Dhaka District 315 Bangladesh
for lh:E:ar 1991 and was mem-
ber of Ladies Club of (RAOWA).
She was an active social
worker.

Chehlum

Chehlum of
Ahmed Akh-
: % laruzzaman,
councillor of
Bangladesh
_ High Commis-
e A sion in Rome,
“%¢ . who died there
: - =% of cardilac ar
rest on March 29, will be held
today after Magreb  prayers at
House # 3. Road # 8. Dhan-
mondi, reports UNB.

Sabder Alr’s
anniversary of

death today

The 25th death
anniversary of
Mohammed

Sabder Ali,
founder man-
aging director
GF;’ Hotel
Agrabad, Chit-
tagong  will be

e

pbserved loday, says a press

release,

On the day, milad mahfil
and Khatam-e-Quran at Kadam
Mubarak Mosque, jiarat and
monajat al the grave and feed-
ing of the destitutes at 110,
Momin Road, Chittagong resi-
dence of the deceased will be
held.
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by M M Faiz Shirazi

The battle which-smrud from the morning of Ashura (10th Muharram) continued until Asr time. All the men

consisting of friends, relatives, nephews, brothers and sons including the six-month old son 'Ali Asghar’

embraced Shahadat at the hands of the most brutal army of Yazid.

the system ol the governmenl
established by Abu Bakr and
Umar. Ali accepted the first two
conditions but rejected the
third only.

Now Ali, who was on man
occasions nominated by Mluﬁ
and his Prophet as his imme
diate successor became also the
temporal head of Islam and the
ruler ol the Islamic world. Only
three or lour persons including
Abdullah ibn Umar did not take
oath of allegiance to Ali at Med-
ina. The Governor of Syria, a
champion of the Umaiyid cause
also thatly refused to accept Ali

as Lthe Caliph and revolted al
terwards The Svrrans ilso L[itl

nol recoginse A, lor Muawiya
kept them in ignorance of true
[acls.

Ali asked him to enter the
lold in which all the Muhﬁ‘jirs
and Ansars had entered and re-

atedly told not to create trou-
sle. But he did not care. Ali had
not consolidated his position
when Bibi Aisha, the daughter
of Abu Bakr [RA) and the widow
of the Prophet revolted against
him on the pretext ol revenging
for the blood of Uthman (RA].
She fought a battle at Basra
against her stlep son-in-law.
She was defeated and sent to
Medina with full protection and
honour by Ali. the commander
of the faithful.

The battle is called Jang-e-
Jamail (Battle of Camel).

After this battle Ali made
Kufa (Iraq now) as his capital
and returned there from Basra.

Amir Muawiya did not give
breathing time to Ali after the
Battle of Camel. He challenged
Ali's right to the Caliphate on
the battle field of Siffin. a place
on the bank of river Euphrates.
Ali had about 80.0 and
Muwaiya over 1.20,000 army
men. The battle lasted for about
40 days. When victory for Ali
was in sight, the tricky and
treacherous 'Amir-ibn-As
turmed the tables on Ali. He told
Muawiya to raise copies of the
Quran on s points and ap-
peal to the soldiers of Ali to stop
the fight and come to compro-
mise in accordance with the
Quran. Ali knew the trick full
well and refused to stop the bat-
tle. But Muawiya had already
bribed and won over some men
of Ali's army. The traitors com-
pelled the Caliph to accept the
offer. The battle was stopped.
Both sides returned to their re-
spective capitals. Ali to Kufa
and Muawiya to Damascus,
Syria. i

It must be remembered that
Ali had in his army ple of
diverse views and diflerent de-
nominations, The Shias who
believed in Ali's s?irilual and
temmporal leadership as an
Imam were a minority. A group
from among the army men of
Al objected to him as to why he

LUE skies: cool, clvoang

Nowing springs;

d Brlr‘-nr
gray. green hills and ler-

tile wvalleys, That's what

Afghanistan was. | often visited
the countryside. Usually we
would get there in the evening

You could see. on the way,
gleaming faces of little boys and
girls, healthy and well fed.
Afghanistan never had short-
age of food. excepl briefly in 60s
created by severe weather con-
ditions.

The air was always crisp and
[resh. devoid of any chemicals.
Entering the sparscly populated
villages in valleys you could
smell the aroma of [reshly
baked bread (Nan) in the bak-
ertes at any time, The country is
famous for its grapes [(more
than 80 varieties). plums. ap-
ples. melons and apricots. The
dry fruits are also an Alfghan
trade mark. You could find the
best almonds. raisins and wal-
nuts in Afghanistan. Above all,
the price was always right. Car-
pets and Karakul (lurs) were the
tourist delights and export

"”R; late as in 1980 a large,

iping hot and crispy Alghan
En:ml (9" wide and 2{t long and
1/2" thick) was two Alghanis or
less than a nickel. A day's
labour would fetch close to filly
Alghanis. The dollar was about

| forty Afghanis. A fresh bread

with sweet black tea and some
walnut. I will trade it anytime,
for a chateau. It was staple food
for the majority. specially at
breakfast. The country pro-
duced enough wheal and rice to
feed the population. It was the
technology they were lacking.
In perspective, | wish the nation
had not wished for technologi-
cal development. Alas! What a
political price to pay for tech-
nological advancement.

There is an old Pashto
maxim back home: "The
Alghans are at peace among
themselves only when they are
at war." A border dispute with
one ot our neighbouring coun-
try (Pakistan) kept us loosely
united for decades. But the wish
for technological advancement,
coupled with years ol false
friendship with the Russians,
spelled disaster for this beauti-
ful land. Today the devastation
ol Sars}]wn is dwarfed by the
heap of rubble which its sist
capital, Kabul (Cabul) has beut
turned into. The cosmopolitiiti
sprawling city of Kabul, which
once was a touris| centre, ap-
pears to be a haunted house to-
day. In the former Yugoslavia,
alter all said and done, the
Bosntan Muslims, the Scirbs
and the Croats altogether had
just over 200,000 dead. A chill-
ing figure by all standards.
Afghanistan, by conservative
estimales, has, so far, over a
million deacd.

agreed upon arbitration and re-
volted against him. He told
them that he was not agreeing
lo stop the battle at the time ol
victory but they themselves
compelled him to do so. Ali ob-
jected to the arbitration too. but
they did not listen to him. Now
that an agreement had been
reached he could not break it,
and in case the issue was not
decided according to the Quran,
they would be at liberty to de-
cide it as they liked. But they
did not come to terms and de-
serted the Caliph only to create
chaos and bloodshed. They had
to march against them. They
met him at a place called

Nahrwan.
Fhes battled wathh Al aned

were ulterly routed and de-
leated. They are called Kharjees
or Kharijites, dissenters and
deserters of the true Caliph.
Both Amr-ibn As and Abu Musa
assembled at Dumatul Jandal
to decide the issue. The weak
Abu Musa was cheated and

duped by the crafty Amar ibn
As, and agreed to depose both
Ali and Muawiya Irom the

caliphate. But Amr ibn As then
at once rejoined that he too de-
posed Ali and appointed his
chiefl Muawiya to the caliphate.
The companions of Ali now
understood the wisdom of the
stand taken by Ali in refusing
to stop the battle on the eve ol
victory. They now decided to
fight out the issue by sword. Ali
was making preparations for a
battle against Muawiya when
he was assassinated, through
the intrigue of Muawiya while
offering morning prayer in the
Grand Mosque of Kufa, by one
Khariji Abdur Rahman ibn
Muljim. on the 19th Ramazan.
40 A.H. He willed that Hassan
(AS). his eldest son, would be
his successor and Imam after
his death.

The eldest grandson of the
Prophet became Imam and
thousands of Muhajirs and

Ansars took oath Fealty.
Muawiya, the of Damas-
cus who had usu the

caliphate refused to accept
Imam Hassan as head of the
lamic state and began prepara-
tion for war. Imam Hassan per-
suaded his companions to come
out for Jehad but he found them
weak, vacillating and reluctant.
In the meantime Muawiya
asked Imam Hassan for a com-
promise, a sort of truce

till the death of Muawiya. H
Imam Hassan refused the offer

come oul to meet the ag-
A n the l‘l.'.'g:ﬂl uh:l'_hg%e

the sa The
people of Kut oxdiod iy ki
im alone after thousands of
his true followers had lost their
lives, and thousands would
have been ruined for nothing.
Imam Hasan made a trealy,
handed ovesr the rewen of the

temporal adininistration of the
Islamitc world to Muawiya and
returned to Medina. But the
despot of Damascus violated all
the terms of treaty, He put to
death many true followers of
Ali including compantons of
the Prophet. He sent deadly pol-
son to Joda Bint Ashath, a wife
of Imam Hasan and the Grand
daughter of Abu Bakr (R A) with
onie hundred thousand Dirhams
and a promise to marry her to
his son Yazid if she killed
Hasan with that said poison.
She administered that poison
to Hasan and killed him.
Muawiyva also nominated
his unworthy son Yazid as his
successor, which was against
the terms ol the treaty, He took

H“Egl!\m?ﬁﬁlﬁl;:mm by hook and

Croo g prowfigses: terip
tations. bribes and thicats.
Imam Hasan had protested
against the violation of the
terms of the treaty but without
any avail. When Imam Hasan
was killed in 50 A H by a poison
sent by Muawiya, there was a
stir amongst the followers of
Ali. They had already become
tired of the tyranny. the high-
handedness and the misdeeds of
Muawiya during his despotic
reign ol 25 years. They wrote to
lmam Hussain (A S) that the

wanted to break the oath of al-
legiance to Muawiya in his
favour.

But Imam Hussain did not
agree to their proposal and
wrote back that there was a
treaty with Muawiya and that
he could not go against it in lat-
ter's life time. He would think
over the matter after the death
of Muawiya. The Despot of
Damascus died on 15th Rajab
60 A H and his son Yazid as-
cended the throne of his father.

The first thing that Yazid did
after his becoming so called
caliph was to write a letter to
the Governor ol Medina. Walid

ibn 'Ulfa ibn Abu Suflian, his
cousin 1o take aliegiance tor

him from Imam Hussain atl
once. If he s so much the
better otherwise put him
(Hussain) to death send his
head to Damascus. On the 27th
Rajab 60 A H Walid sent for
Imam at night. The Imam an-
ticipated the reason and took
some of his relatives with him
and went to Governor's house,
leaving them outside with in-
structions to enter in case his
voice was raised. Imam Hussain
went alone to Walid and saw
that Marwan lh}rlr %{f:kli:lm 1%?5
also sitting wit 8
e g
ina forever by the A;Bﬂ‘ .

M), He was Galléd BACK frofti &
ile by Hazrat Uthman who
made him his minister without
portfolio and gave him his
daughter in marriage. The same
Marwan became caliph alter
the abdiction ol Yasul = son

by Afzal Nasiri

Muawiva (1) who was secretly
killed by poison by Marwan.
Walid broke the news of
Muawiya's death and read out
the letter of Yazid, Imam Hus
sain Said, "l think you will not
be contended with a secret Bayt
at night, but will like to have it
at day time so that all con-
cerned will know that | have put
my hands in yours as a token of
Fealty to Yazid.” Walid said it
was alright. The Imam said,
"Let the moming come and then
ou will make up your mind.”

alid said, "It is alright, please
g0 back and come to me with all
the men.” When Imam Hussain
got up Marwan told Walid, "By
od, if Hussain was sent away
this time he would never do
homage to Yazid, you would
never be able to take oath of al-

legiance. fromp l'li without a
teTrible blood shed. Take Hus-

sain into custody at once and do
not let him go out unless he
does homage. If he refuses, chop
his head off at once." Imam
Hussain stood up and said, "O!
son of blue-eyed slavegirl, could
vou or could Walid kill me. By
Giod you have lied and sinned.”
ter saying this the Imam
came out of the Governor's
house and returned to his own
house with his relatives. When
the Imam had gone away Mar-
wan told Walid, "You did not lis-
ten to my advice; now it is not
possible for you to take alle-
iance from Hussain or catch
10ld of him." The Governor
cried. "O Marwan fie on you, you
give me advice which spells the
ruin of my faith. By God if the
whole wealth of East and the
West were given to me for
killing Hussain 1 would never
like it, whoever is responsible
for the blood of Hussain will be
em&:ty-handed on the Day of
Judgement.” Marwan said that
if such was his opinion, then
whatever he did was right.

The Imam spent the night of
27th Ha‘]ah 60 A H at his house
in Medina. Again Walid sont
some of his men to Imam to
’Y‘ﬂ?l nﬁlrllt(il aji"ﬁtl;l:u!tnn}l tﬁ‘ﬁ ﬁﬁiﬁ:‘?'
ing come and then [ will think
over it and you will also think
over it. There was no further
message from the Governor to
the Imam. Next morning i.e. on
28th Rajab 60 A H Imam Hus-
sain left Medina for Mecca ac-
companied by his sons,
nephews, brothers and all his
family members except his

step-brother Mohammad
Hanalfiah. |
#The Tnam withhis: tarbwan
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8th Zilhaj A H and reéceiver¥
hundreds of lettets from:Kuta
requesting to go there and take
their oath and allegiance to
him. The Imam turned his Hajj
inte Umra when he came 1o

Theﬁgzannaﬁon, tnd:l_y, is in distress.
not help. A few dollars here and a few dollars

Piecemeal support has not helped and will
there bv the donor nations is not enough.

There is a growing need of a full blown debate in US Congress on Afghanistan.

The triendship of the Kus-
sians. has cost dearly 1o
Afghans. The cost is still being
calculated in loss of human
dignity. life and property, ev-
ervday. In a biography pub-
lished in 1900 of an Amir (King)
of Afghanistan, Abdur Rah-
man, the Amir savs and | quote,
“The [riendship of Alghanistan
is of no service to Russians
whatsoever beyond allowing
them to pass through the coun-
try to India, which means

lacing Alghanistan under the
eet of Russia.” It was prophetic.

The invading Soviet army
trampled Alghanistan.
Ironically. the hand of

friendship extended by the gov-
ernment of the United States af-
ter the invasion by the Soviel
Union had a very short life. The
Americans were returning the
favour to the Russians for the
stunning defeat in Vietnam and
the resulting quagmire. The US
government is morally bound
to help the nation ol
Afghanistan to gel back on its
feet. For Afghanistan America
does not need a force of 500,000
fighting men and a 100 billion
dollars. Cutting off the arm
supplies. creating a task force.
engaging the combatants in a
dialogue sponsored by the West
and not the proxies are some of
the measures which can be
adopted now. Mediation by
Iran, Pakistan, India or Central
Asian states will not bear
fruits. America is viewed dilfer-
ently in Afghanistan. There is
not much confidence in the tac-
tics, motives and goals of the
neighbouring countries. They
have always failed in the past.
They have always been sell-
serving, be it for the advance-
ment of religion, building of a
pipeline for gas distribution or
creating a political instability
in the area. United Nations
seems incompetent. It will do
what the Americans tell it to do.

One may ask why should
America hefp a remote natiorn
perched in the backyard of Rus-
sk, China. Iran and Pakistan?
Well. It was Afghanistan which
helped the Americans defeat
Communism. The brave Afghan
nation acted as a Rapid De-
ployment Force for the Ameri-
cans. In ten years of guerrilla
war Afghanistan bankrupted
the Soviet system. Of course, the
SALT One sl Two treaties and
President Reagan's policy of de-
fence expansion helped put the
last nail in the Soviet coffin.
Richard Nixon's book "1999
Victory without War" has an

interesting take on this. He does
support the argpument of Rea-
gan's defence expansion (SDI)
which also helped bleed the So-
viel econoimy.

In crashing the Soviet sys-
temm America saved billions of
dollars. No American lives were
lost while the Soviet sysiem
came crumbling down in front
of their eves, The Alghans
helped themn do that. They split
their blood. Thousands of chil-
dren  are  orphans in
Afghanistan. Thousands of
women are widows in a culture
where marrving the second
time is considered a shame.
Shouldn't the 115 Congress
come to the rescue of the Afghan
nation now? America and
Americans are compassionate
people or are they?

Landing at Kabul airport al
night. before the war, was al-
ways a treat. From above, Kabul
used (o appear as a city of very
high rise buildings and lights,
The high rise illusion would
keep people thinking ol seeing
at least 50 to 60 storey buildings
when the moming sun came 1.
In the moming the high rises
were actually hills all around
Kabul, presenting a majestic
light show at mght. Even that
lusion is gone. There are no
lights. There is hardly any
POWCT .

Once upon a time Kabul was
a place ol great refuge. Indian
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leaders took refuge when pur-
sued by the British in early 20th
century. Many decisions for
India’'s war of independence
were made in meetings in
Kabul. An Indian leader Subhas
Chandra Bose took refuge in
Kabul and planned freedom ot
[ndia from t%)! British by use of
foree. Even though in the end
non-violence of M K Gandhi
prevailed, the meeting in Kabul
was no small step. Indians did
harass the British from Kabul.
The King of Bokhara. when
dethroned by the connnunists
after the Bolshevik revolution.
took refuge in Afghanistan. e
was welcomed with open arns
and Bokhara was incorporated
into the greater Russia by the
Moscow regime. The King of
Bokhara hived in Kabul all his
life reminding Afghans that the
day was not ’far away when the
Russians would be dancingd on
the Alchan dead. They ddid

tlance. _
Flic b ol greaation ol Pak

istan rosn India also ook route
via Kabul. The famous Dr M
I[qbal (Urdu language poet)
taught English in a Kabul high
school during the early 1930s.
Some of his most eloguent
speeches, articles and poems
were written during this time
He mooted the idea of a separale
state for the Muslims ol India
namely Pakistan, which was
eventually ereated in 1947,

{1l
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ain (AS) — the Greatest Martyr of Islam

know that Yazidi men have
been sent to Mecca in disguise tb
kill him the melee of Hajj, so no
one could say who killed him,
After a long journey from
Mecca from the month of ZilHaj
the imam reached a place calied
Karbala/Nainawa where the
army of Yazid lead by Hur
blocked his way. The Imam
with his caravan pul up theit
tent near the bank of the river
Eurapharates on 2nd Muhar!
ram 61 A H. ;
The army of Yazid started 1
assemble phase by phase anx
compelled Imam Hussain ar g
his entourage to remove tents
from the bank of the river, The
brave companions of TImarh
wanted to attack the army’ of
Yazid at that stage but lman
Hussain stopped from doing s
because Islam does not allow
unnecessary offence. .
From 7th Muharram 61 A H
t-arTng of waler was stopped
by the Yazidi forces. llmar Ibne
Ssaad put forward two condi!
tions to Imam Hussain to accept
the Bayat of Yazid or fight a bat*
tle. The great Imam preferfed
war for the right cause. :
Hazrat lmmam Hussain, Euﬁ
family members, relatives,
friends and companions who
assembled there in Karbala
passed the night of 9th Muhar-

raii 61 A H called Shab‘e-
Asliura in Tasbeeh and Tahlfl
For the Fajr (morning
wayer] the Imam asked his
loved 18-year old young son
Hazrat Ali Akbar who resem,
bled the Holy Prophet in many
roespect to eall Aaraan i
The Yazidi forces did not wait
for Fajr prayers and started
throwing spears towards the
Namazis and the tents of [riam
Hussain's family. Many
companions of Imam embracegl
martyrdom while protecting
the Namazis of Imam’s Kafella.
The battle which started f{rom
the morning of Ashura (10th
Muharram) continued until
Asr time. All the nien
consisting of friends, relatives,
nephews, brothers and sons
including the six-month 'oléd
son named 'Ali Asghar
emmbraced Shahadat at the
hands of the most brutal armny
of Yazid. Except Hazrat Zainal
Abedin who was seriously sick
and few children all the men
numbering over 72 were mart-

I”fﬁthtr the Shahadat of Iniih
Hussain at the time oi Asr
Prayer the heinous crime in the
history of mankind was com-
mitted. The tents of the family
members of Imam were burnt,
every kind of things inside the
tents were looled, even the
chaddars (veils) of the noble
household ladies of Rasul (S M)
(Aal-e-Rasool) were not spared.
Ear rings from the ear of Bibi

. Sakma the5-6 yean gid dagnh-

te, n H : EAf
S ‘aMm hhﬂﬁzﬁq&ﬁﬁnﬂ
Her bleeding through the ears.

 And the worst crime of niugpgng

horses over the dead body af
Imam Hussain was also in-
dulged in by the brutal and
heinous men of Yazidi army.

Afghanistan: What it Was, What 1t Is!

On the lizhter side of thines:
| had started working at tife
daily Kabu! Times as a voung
journalist in 1972. The hmull_r:u
of the valley of Kabul is [:1'5:3
mating, specially to the north
ared west. The Indian filmmak-
ers could not resist the tempia-
tion. They would travel thou-
sands of miles [rom Mumhai
(Bombay — the Indian Holly-
wood) to Kabul, just to shoot
{heir films and relax: It was =
¢growing industry in those days.
. o1 though the real Hollvwood
al=0 shot a couple of movies
there including, the Horsernern.
with Omar Sheriff. not too
many western movics were
filmed in Afghan setting. The
Pakistani film makers always
Nocked to Kabul in big moun-

bers. : ,
I Afghan nation, tods’

in distress. Piecemeal suppot.
has not helped and wil m{l
help. A few dollars here and n
few dollars there by the t:'ILingEr
nations is not enough. There is
a growing need of a full blown
debate in 1S Congress op
Arghanistan. The Senate For-
¢1..+ Relations Committee has
to take the lead to provide com-
fort and reliel to Lhe agony el
this nation. The capture el
K.ihul by the Taleban extremists
from the failing and disot-
ganized Rabbant regime wds
also believably a result dl
covert Ammerican support and
(the trivmph ol an ill-conceived
lot by ILE Alghan lobby mn
E‘Jaﬁhiugtm] DC which had an
access to the US Congress. .
The writer is a former jour-
nalist from Afghanistan. This
write-up is syndicated and dis-
tributed by MandiraNowe Dglht
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