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BUETTA seeks
meeting with PM.,
terms Sadek's

comment venomous

By Staff Correspondent

The BUET Teachers Associa-
tion on the second day of their
indefinite sirike vyesterday
sought an appointment with
the Prime Minister and decided
not to meet the education min-
ister because of |his
‘objectionable’ comments at his
Tuesday's press conference.

President of BUETTA Prof
Abdur Razzak Akand said this

while talking to The Daily
Star.,
The appointment with the

PM. who is also the Chancellor
of BUET, has been sought with
the aim of ending the crisis at
the university, Prol Akand
noted.
BUETTA called the indefi-
See Page 12 Col 3

Dhaka-Calcutta
bus service from
May 26 likely

NEW DELHI, May 6: The first
assenger bus service between
ndia and Bangladesh may be-

this month across the bor-
er in the Bongaon area of West
Bengal, 'The Indian Express' re-

ported today, says BSS.
The West Bengal govern-
ment, the report said. is keen to

start the bus service between the
two countries on May 26 coin-
ciding with the birth anniver-
of Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam.
But it is still awaiting the green
signal from the Vajpayee gov-
ernment.
Quoting West Bengal Touri-
sm Minister Subash Chakra-

See Page 12 Col 5

Biman’s bid to
sell 2 ATPs

flounders

By Shehab Ahmed

Bangladesh Biman's effort to
sell the two Advanced Turbo-
prop (ATP) aircrafts floundered,
when two interested buyers of-
fered low prices.

When the bidding ended on
April 30, quotations were too
low for the two aircrafts. bought
in late 1990 for Tk 50.58 crore
each. .
Biman has gince refloated
the tenders on May.2:

closes on May 25, an airline of-

ficial sald yesterday.
The ATPs would be replaced

by F-28 aircrafts. Biman oper- |

ates its domestic fleet with two
ATPs and two F-28's,

It had replaced an F-28 it
lost in a crash landing in De-
cember with a leased aircraft.
One ATP which skidded off the

See Page 12 Col 1

Gandhi Award

for Hasina

The Oslo-based Mahatma M
K Gandhi Foundation has de-
cided to confer Gandhi Award
1998 on Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina for her remarkable con-
tribution towards promotion of
communal understanding, reli-
gious harmony and democracy
at Elrassruuts level in Bangla-

, reports BSS,

This was communicated to
Sheikh Hasina by the Chair-
man of the evaluation commit-
tee Prof Dr Amalendu Guha,
who called on her at the Jatiya
Sangsad office yesterday
evening.,

The foundation which came
into being in 1989 launched the
award in 1993,

Holiday
The offices of The Daily Star

will remain closed today on
the occasion of 'Holy Ashura.’

Therefore, there will be no
issue of the newspaper tomor-
row.

TOMORROW

Read SWM's indepth cover
story on Shazneen's grue-

some murder. Since there is
no newspaper on Friday

SWM will be with Saturday's
issue of The Daily Stur.

r— Inside Today
Arficle
Crisis in BUET
Is the Autonomy
| of Educational
Institutions at
Peril?
Column: Currents and

Crosscurrents
by M M Rezaul Karim
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Business
New method of applying
I fertiliser promises farm-

ers a better future

| Stock markets across
Asia fall
Pages 6, 7

Spl tribunals should be set up for loan recovery: President

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed has said the banking
sector will be strangled unless
the government enables the
bank authorities to take action
against the influential and ma-
nipulative defaulters and their
collaborators. report agencies.

He suggested setting u%Spe-
cial Tribunals manned by fi-
nance and banking experts for
quick dispensation of justice in
bank loan matters.

The President was delivering
the first Nurul Matin Memorial
Lecture on Ethics in Banking,
sponsored by Nurul Matin

emorial Fund and organised
by Bangladesh Institute of Bank
Management (BIBM) at a city
hotel yesterday.

The Fund has been set up by
the BIBM with the help of the
family members of former de-
put}\; %nvernnr of the Bangla-
des ank and former Mana-
ging Director of the Shilpa
Bank late Nurul Matin to
arrange an annual lecture.

"To date. the amount of

money borrowed by the default-
ers is about fourteen thousand
crore taka and its uun-palyment
has been disrupting the bank-
ing system."' said President
Shahabuddin.

For this, he pointed out, the
genuine businessmen and in-
dustrialists are being deprived
of bank loans in time.

"Now. the persons borrowing
50 or even 500 crore taka not
only avoid repayment, but walk
tall, talk loud. influence public
authorities and even threaten
the bank if it presses for reali-
salion of its dues.”

As the court's procedure is
cumbersome and time-consum-
ing. the President suggested set-
ting up special tribunals to deal
with the defaulters.

Referring to the recently
published defaulters’ list, Pres-
ident Shahabuddin said it is
undisputed that the big borrow-
ers are the worst defaulters and
“it is they who pose threat to the
national economy."

About objections made by

some of the persons included in
the list alleging mistake in the
ficure, he said such figures ma
be easily corrected by the ban
and in case of motivated mis-
take by bank officials. they
should {)e dealt with severely.

Referring to media reports
on bank loan defaulters in the
political parties, President
Shahabuddin reiterated that
politics must be clean and fair.
Bad elements including bank
defaulters, whether they are
MPs or not, should not be "ad-
mitted into any political party,”
he added.

He mentioned recent press
reports that said 51 political
leaders and their supporters in-
cluding some Members of Par-
liament belonging to different
political parties are bank loan
defaulters.

The President referred to the
"conduct” of the defaulting loa-
nee, social appearance of politi-
cal leaders with wilful and sig-
nificant defaulters. of the con-
trolling and supervising au-

Banking sector will be strangled unless
influential defaulters taken to task

thorities in the ministry and
the central bank and of the
bank officials as often reported
in the media.

This scenario, he said,
makes one wonder whether the
neutrality protecting profes-
sional ethics was totally by-
passed in Bangladesh in the last
two decades.

President Shahabuddin
urged the authorities to check
"fraudulent re-scheduling” of
bank loan installments in col-
laboration with dishonest bank
officials to allow one to take
part in parliamentary and
other elections and suggested
formulation of a law so that the

rovision of rescheduling of
oans might not be applied in
case of those contesting in par-
liament elections.

The President said with the
development of technology and
open market economy, the
technique ol fraudulent prac-
tices has also improved. with
many “actors” making the

See Page 12 Col 4
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CHT Regional Council
Bill passed

By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya Sangsad last
night passed the CHT Regional
Council Bill, 1998 providing for
setting up of a Regional Council
to coordinate activities of three
local pgovernment bodies in
Rangamati, Khagrachhari and
Bandarban hill districts.

Jatiya Party members voted
against the bill titled while the
lawmakers of the main u%pnsi-
tion party, BNP. were absent
from the House.

The parliament had earlier
passed three other bills, seeking
amendments to the district
council acts for the three hill
districts in three consecutive
working days till Tuesday.

All the four bills are de-
signed to implement the peace
agreement the government
siﬁned with the Parbattya
Chattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity (PCJSS) in December
last year to end decades-old
armed insurgency in the CHT.

The Regional Council (RC)
bill was passed with four minor
amendments, suggested by
Suranjit Sengupta of ruling
Awami League. A number of
amendment proposals by the JP

legislators were rejected by
voice-vole,

The amendments, proposed
by the BNP MPs were not placed
in the House due to their ab-
senice. Members of all the three
parties together suggested 2189
amendments to the RC bill,
mostly by the BNF members.

Earlier, the House also re-
jected the Opposition proposals
for eliciting public opinion on
the bill and sending it to the
Select Committee,

The House witnessed contin-
uous desk-thumping in the
Treasury Bench after the RC bill
was passed at 10.28 pm. Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina was
present in the House at that
time.

Immediately after the bill
was passed, Speaker Humayun
Rashid Choudhury adjourned
the House till 10 am on Tues-
day.

One of the amendments, ac-
cepted by the House, said that in
the case of enacting laws relat-
ing to the RC, the government
would have to consult both the
RC and the hill district couneil

See Page 12 Col 4

s
vl

.....
..........

o

AR S e

™
il e

o, .-n::l.- Y
._'. : ’ %
A

. s v .

Police chasing pickets at Naya Bazar in the city during hartal hours yesterday.
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Sporadic clashes mark
hartal: 50 hurt

Star Report

At least 50 people including
three police n?ﬂcials were in-
jured in sporadic clashes be-
tween pro and anti-hartal pick-
ets during the half-day hartal
called by the BNP-led seven-
arty alliance that disrupted
ife across the country.

The hartal was called to
protest the Speaker's refusal’ to
give [loor to the Opposition MPs
to speak on CHT bills in the
Jativa Sangsad.

f the injured, 40 including
three police personnel were in-

jured in the city. Four of them

were bullet hit and four others
were hit with bomb splinters.

The?' were admitted to Dhaka
Medic -

al College Hospital.

The injured police el
were admitted to Rajarbagh Po-
lice Hospital.

Ten others were injured in

and Bogra.

A total of 37 pro-hartal ac-
tivists were Firked up from var-
ious parts of the city during the
hartal hours. Of them, five were

icked up from Kotwali, 15
rom Motijheel, seven from
Mohammadpur thana. five
from Tejgaon and five from
Mirpur thana areas.

poradic clashes were re-

Gulshan Lake up for grabs-V

A section of people have
taken over 'huge’ areas of the
Gulshan Lake claiming its orig-
inal ownership under cover of
the Acquisition and Requisi-
tion of Immovable Property Or-
dinancel982 which says that
after acquisition, if the author-
ities fail to develop the land, it
eventually goes back to its orig-
inal owner.

In the process, these people,
with the help of some un-
scrupulous Rajuk officials,
have moved in to declare them-
selves as the original owners.
They have occupied the lake
area which Rajuk is yet to de-
velop or demarcate as a lake.

Rajuk sources said, since ac-
quisition of the area, there has
never been a plan for a lake. But
as the development continued,
Rajuk felt the need for a lake
and therefore ‘roughly’ ear-
marked an area to be kept for a
lake. But, mysteriously, there
has never been any initiative to
demarcate the lake or to prepare
a detailed area planning.
Officials said this exposed the

New credit scheme in N aog

Momena works as a maid at
a businessman's house in her,
village, Paharpur, about 28-km
from Naogaon town. With her
meagre income, she finds it dil-
ficult to run her family and
send her daughter to school.

Momena got divorced seven
years ago and since then she
has to run her three-member
family.

Hundreds of women like
Momena are facing the same
difficulties in two thanas —
Mohadevpur and Manda — of
Naogaon district. They have
been identified as 'vulnerable
poor', living below poverty line.
Many of them are divorced sep-
arated or widowed.

But a good number of those
women are now seeing a ray of
hope as a credit programme has
been initiated for them. The
initiators, the European Com-
mission (EC) and the Govern-
ment of Bangladesh, are exper-
imenting with this new credit

By Morshed Ali khan

lake to some ‘land hungry' peo-
ple who are 'still eating it up’.
The tip-off was given to this
section of people Irom inside
the Rajuk. Investigation reveals
that at least two top former Ra-
juk officials were involved in
the latest land grabbing tactic.
After acquisition of the area
about 40 years ago, the owners
or the affected people were duly

compensated with either plots

Aid Group meet
in Dhaka May 12

A mid-term advisory meet-
ing of the representatives of
Bangladesh Aid Group will be
held in Dhaka on May 12, re-
ports UNB.

Bangladesh Country Direc-
tor of the World Bank Pierre
Landell Mills will be the chair-
person of the meeting.

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria will lead Bangladesh
delegation to project the coun-

try’s macro economic condi-
See Page 12 Col 1

'Original owners' grabbing land
thru' legal loopholes

or cash. One source, when asked
to check the list of the affected
people, said that the list was
'‘missing’ from Rajuk archives.

Rajuk sources confirmed
that one such 'occu at Road-
23 in Gulshan Section-1 ob-
tained a court order which di-
rected Rajuk to hand over the
plot to him. Mysteriously, Ra-
juk did not appeal against the
court verdict.

They said that at present at
least 30 such cases were pendi
with the court which involve
more than 20 acres of the Gul-
shan Lake and its adjacent
green areas.

An official source said every
‘occupier’ is now showing the
precedence of the verdict in the
Road-23 case and obtaining
orders. Though the Rajuk
Chairman recently asked for
reviewing several cases, offi-
cials fear that if there is no gov-
ernment initiative to enact a
legislation, Gulshan Lake can-
not be saved.

in one case, an individual

See Page 12 Col 1

By Masud Arif,back from Naogaon

scheme dealing with the ex-
treme poor who are rarely being
served by the existing credit
programmes.

About 3,600 women in Mo-
hadevpur and Manda thanas
and the target group of the
newly-introduced scheme
named Flexible Saving and
Credit (FSC) of the EC — spon-
sored Integrated Food Assisted
Development Project (IFADEP-
1),

Unlike many other micro-
credit programmes, the FSC dpi-
lot scheme has been designed to
help poor women with finan-
cial assistance without being
too strict on weekly savings and
instalments,

IFADEP-1 experts hope that
the pilot scheme in Mohadevpur
and Manda thanas will also
reveal whether people are more
interested in saving facilities or
credit.

The beneficiaries of the
scheme are the cardholders of

Vulnerable Group Development
(VGD) programme of the gov-
ernment under which the ex-
treme poor women get 30-kg of
wheat per month.

Under the FSC scheme, a
group of VGD cardholders meets
weekly, They start to save dur-
ing the training sessions on
various income-generating ac-
tivities and on other themes.
However, there is no fixed
amount of savings that has to
be given each week.

Members of the groups can
apply for a loan, the amount of
which depends on savings over
a three-month period. The re-
payment period will be fixed
when the loan is disbursed but
there are no fixed instalments.
Interest is paid on the savings
and a service fee is charged for
the loans.

IFADEP-1 experts _ believe
that the women living below
poverty line can carry out good
savings programme if they are

People have

rejected
CHT accord,
says Khaleda

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia thanked the coun-
trymen for observing the yes-
terday's hartal, defying attacks
by the ruling party men, reports
UNB.

In a statement, Begum Zia
said the people by sponta-
neously observing the coun-
trywide half-day hartal rejected
the 'anti-state’ CHT accord and
expressed no-confidence in the
government.

"The hartal has proved that

See Page 12 Col 8

BNP MPs’ token
hunger strike
on May 10

BNP MPs will observed a to-
ken hunger strike on May 10
protesting 'Speaker’'s denial to
give floor to the opposition MPs
to speak on CHT bills in Par-
llament', r UNB.

The time and venue of the
hunger strike will be announced
later, BNP leader Haris
Chowdhury told the newsmen
shortly after a press conference
at the party's central office yes-
terday afternoon.

brought into a system giving
full freedom to determine the
amount of savings.

In this case. the poor womerl
will be much more motivated in
repayment as they will have the
scope to deposit any amount of
money anytime within the
fixed period.

"l need some money to buy a
cow so that [ will not have to go
out to get milk for makin
curd,” said Shahara, a benefi-
ciary of the FSC pilot scheme,
Wife of a hawker in Dimjaon
village of Mohadevpur, Sha-
hara has already got training
on how to make curd.

The FSC scheme is being im-
plemented by an NGO, Assis-
tance for Social Organisation
and Development D). Be-
sides. the experts of IFADEP-1,
which is working with the
Ministry of Women and Chil-
dren Affairs, have also planned
a close monitoring of the flexi-

See Page 12 Col 2

ported from various areas of the
city. But severe clashes took
place at Motijheel, Ittefaque
Crossing, Tanti Bazar, Naya
Bazar, North-South Road and
Bijoy Nagar, where gunshots
were exchanged between pro
and anti-hartal activists.

During the hartal hours,
shops. business houses, banks
and private offlices in the city
remained closed while atten-
dance at government offices
were thin. A small number of
vehicles were seen plying on
some roads in Farmgate, Jatra-
bari, Mahakhali. Gulistan and
Motijheel areas. A large num-
ber of rickshaw were, however,
seen on the roads.

No long distance buses left
the three terminals at Gabtali,
Sayedabad and Mahakhali.

Train services during the
hartal hours were normal, ex-
cept in some areas of Bogra,
said Railway officials. All
scheduled trains of the Eastern
Zone which ply on Dhaka-Chit-
tagong, Dhaka-Sylhet and
Dhaka-Mymensingh routes
moved as usual.

Train service between Bo
and its adjoining areas was dis-

See Page 12 Col 6
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Shahid's confessional

statement likely to
be recorded today

By Staff Correspondent

CID investigators are now
preparing to record a confes-
sional statement of Shahid be-
fore a magistrate in connection
with the Shazneen murder case.

A CID official said yesterday
that the statement may be
recorded today under section
164 CrPC.

Shahid and five other ser-
vants at the Gulshan residence
of Shazneen's father, Latifur
Rahman, are likely to be
duced before the Chief Metro-
politan Magistrate's court
today. Their remand expired
yesterday.

The five others are: Hemaye-
tullah Humayun, Yasin, Shafiq
and Faruq. A CID official.
however, said Shahid will be
produced before the magistrate

only after they are satisfied
with every details of the in-
cident.

The CID is continuing inves-
tigation whether there was any

Ea ettor to Shahid in killing

aon: A lifebuoy for

pro- -

The Flexible Saving and Credit programme is holding out
hopes for many women living below poverty line.

Shazneen Tasnim Rahman,
youngest daughter of Latifur
Rahman, Chairman of Trans-
com Ltd.

Shahid, within about 15
hours of arrest on April 27, con-
fessed that he stabbed Shazneen
to death at her bedroom.

Meanwhile, a CID team
which took Shahid to Chit-
tagong to verify his statement
returned to Dhaka yesterday
morning.

In Chittagong, Shahid
showed the team the places at
the railway station where he
had passed two nights before
surrendering to Kotwali police
there at about 9 am on April 27.

CID sources said, Shahid's
tale of kidnapping that he told
Kotwali police has proved to be
false.

CID investigators were yet to
get any information from the
arrested three persons who were
involved in a renovation work

See Page 12 Col 3
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The holy Ashura, commmem-
orating the Karbala tragedy,
will be observed in the country
today, reports UNB.

On the 10th of Muharram,
Hazrat Imam Hossain (R), son
of Hazrat Ali (R} and Fatema (R)
and grandson of great Prophet
Hazrat Mohammad (SM), along
with his associales were mar-
ti,;red at Karbala desert by the
then ruler of Qufa city, Yazid.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina have issued sep-
arate messages on the occasion.

Today is public holiday.

Various socio-cultural and
religious organisations have
chalked out programmes to ob-

serve the day. The programmes
include Tazia procession, milad
mahfil and discussions.

Newspapers will publish
special supplements while Be-
tar and TV will broadcast spe-
cial programmes highlighting
the significance of the day.

Rehabilitation of
JCD activists

in DU halls
today

By DU Correspondent

The displaced activists of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
will be rehabilitated today in
four halls of Dhaka University.

The JCD activists were
ousted from the halls by the ac-
tivists of Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) on April 23 follow-
ing a gunbattle between them
which left a BCL leader killed.

The university authorities,
after a series of discussion with
the two feuding student organi-
sations, reached the settlement
for rehabilitation of the JCD

activists.

The four DU halls
Jasimuddin, Ziaur Rahman,
Bangabandhu and Surya Sen
halls — will be vacated for some
hours at 9 am today.

Residents of the halls will be
allowed to enter those after
checking their identity cards
after noon.

A DU press release said that
only 97 genuine residents of the
four halls were displaced but
JCD submitted a list showing

See Page 12 Col 4
Shibir launches
armed attack

on 3 CU halls

CHITTAGONG, Ma 6:
Cadres of Islami Chhatra
Shibir launched armed attack
on Shahjalal Hall, Shah
Amanat Hall and Shahid Abdur
Rab Hall at about 9:30 pm to-
day, police said, reports UNB.

Gunshots were fired by the
attackers who took position in
hill area behind the campus.

Casualty. if any. could not be
ascertained till 11:30 pm.

The Shibir launched the at-
tack- to recapture the halls
from where they were ousted
last week.

See Page 12 Col 3

Woman raped,

strangulated

in City
By Staff Correspondent

A 20-year-old woman was
found dead inside a house at
Kajla under Demra thana in the
city on Tuesday.

After preliminary investi-
ﬁaﬂnn police said the unidenti-

ed woman was raped before
being s ated.

Jamal, who had claimed to
be the husband of the woman,
has been absconding since the
incident police said.

Police said Jamal, tenant of
one Kashem, brought the young
woman with him a few days ago
and claimed that she was his
newly married wife.

e woman was found l}d;ljg
dead on the floor Tuesday al-
ternoon. There were injury
marks in her female organ and
a black scar around her neck,
police added.

The body was sent to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
morgue for autopsy ye y. A
case was filed with Demra

thana in this connection late
Tuesday night.

4 get life-term
for raping

woman in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, May 6: The
Special Court on Women and
Child Repression here today
convicted four people in a ra
case and sentenced them to life- -
term in prison, rts UNB.

According to the prosecution
case, Nurul Islam, a landlord,
along with three accomplices,
violated his tenant Shikha
Rani Das at Mogaltuly of Dou-
blemooring thana on April 21,
1995.

In his verdict, Special Court
Judge Moinul Islam found all
the four accused — Nurul Islam,
Eskander, Akbar and Jahangir
— guilty and ordered them to
suffer life imprisonment,

APP Khaled Newaz, advo-
cates Manzur Ansari and Lok-
man Hossain Chowdhury con-
ducted the case for the state
while advocates Ehsanul Haq
Hena and Abdul Wahab de-
fended the accused.
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