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Sudanese, Somali factions | Pak scientist denies offering

urged to make compromise

NAIROBI, May 5: United Na-
tions Secretary-General Koli
Annan Monday called on con-
licting parties in Sudan and
Snmaha to expedite their
search for a peaceful settlement
of their conflicts by making
compromise, reports Xinhua,

At a press conference held
here at the headquarters of the
Untied Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP), the UN
chief expressed his support to
the peace efforts made by the In-
ter-Governmental Authority
for Development (IGAD) in set-
tling these conflicts.

"l am pleased to learn that
the IGAD mediators and the
parties to the conflict in south-
ern Sudan are reconvening
their talks in Nairobi during
my stay here," said Annan.

He told reporters that he was
briefed Monday morning by the
managers of Operation Life-
Line Sudan (OLS) which is striv-
ing to avert a catastrophe in
southern Sudan.

The World Food Programme
(WFP) warned last month that
the food situation in Bahr el
Ghazal region in southern Su-
dan has reached a critical level
and the threat of thousands of

ople dying from lack of food
gﬁ[lpdis:gae was becoming real-
ity.

" “] am pleased to note the
flight approvals given yesterday
(Sunday) in Khartoum by the
government of Sudan which
will allow us to increase nearly
three fold our deliveries of as-
sistance in the coming four
months," Annan said.

It is essential that this hu-
manitarian access be main-
tained in the months to come
regardless of the outcome of the
on-going peace talks held in
Nairobi, he added.

According to the OLS, fol-
lowing the li%ht approval by
Khartoum, O is able to de-

liver about 6,000 tons of relief
food per month to southern Su-
dan.

“This will greatly assist OLS
to meet the food needs of
380,000 people in both govern-
ment and rebel-held areas of
Bahr el Ghazal and an addi-
tional 410,000 people facing se-
vere hunger in other parts of
southern Sudan,” John Luk
Jok, spokesman of the Sudan
People's Liberation Movement
(SPLM), said in Nairobi Mon-
day.

nuclear bomb plans to Iraq

ISLAMABAD, May 5: Dr Ab-
dul Qadeer Khan, the man the
Iraqis say offered to sell them
plans for nuclear weapons,
called the allegations "tutall;;
false, unfounded and baseless,”
reports AP,

"l have never put my foot on
Iragi soil ... we have no contact
whatsoever,” he told The Asso-
ciated Press in an interview
Tuesday in the Pakistani capi-
tal. "l honestly don't even know
who was the chief of Iraq's nu-
clear programme. | don't know."

Khan, a top scientist revered
here as the architect of Pak-
istan's nuclear programme, was
identified in a Newsweek report

as possibly offering to provide
Iraq with designs for a nuclear
bomb.

The document was appar-
ently turned over by Iraq after
the 1995 defection of Saddam
Hussein's son-in-law Lt Gen
Hussein Kamel, who ran Iraq's
secret weapons programime
through the 1980s, Newsweek
said.

The International Atomic
Energy Agency is investigating

the affair.

"We will wait for reaction
from the person they named in
the story," IAEA spokesman
David Kyd said in Vienna.

Khan told the AT that no of-
fer was ever made to Iraq.

"All these accusations are Lo-
tally false, unfounded and base-
less.... how could a person in m
position indulge in suc
things?" he said.

In a telephone interview,
Khan said that he suspected
Iraq wouldn't have the technol-
ulgf to put a bomb together even
if it was given a design.

"As a scientist and engineer |
know very well that the techni-
cal competence (in Iraqg) is just
not good enough to absorb such
technology,” said Khan.

But the man credited with
glﬂnﬂ%‘Fakistan the capability
to make a nuclear bomb told the
AP that it's not unusual for him
to be at the centre of a allega-
tions.

He is accused of stealing the
centrifugal design used by Pak-
istan in its nuclear programme

from Holland where he once
worked.

"First they accuse me of
stealing secrets from Holland ...
I usually don't respond to the
accusations ... it's really very
unfair.” he said.

Pakistan is the target of US
sanctions because of its nuclear
programme. In 1990 all mili-
tary and economic aid from the
United States was cut off after
the US administration decided
Pakistan had crossed the nu-
clear threshold.

Since then Pakistan has
been accused of acquiring nu-
clear technology from China, a
close ally and the architect of a
300 megawatt nuclear power
plant.

Last year there was a contro-
versy over the Chinese sale of
ring magnets, used in the devel-
opment of nuclear weapons, to
Pakistan. Both countries denied
breaking any international
laws.

Khan said the Chinese and
Pakistani nuclear systems are
different.
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Taliban troops adjus

t their artillery in the frontline area north of Kabul
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on Monday. The

Taliban accused the opposition forces for the renewed fighting in the north of Afghanistan

Monday.

— AP/UNB photo
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Shi'ite (Shia) Muslim mourners beat their chest during a
procession in old Srinagar, India, Monday in remembrance
of Prophet Mohammad's grandson Imam Hussain and his
followers, who were killed by forces of "Yazeed" some 1,400

years back at Sham in west Asia.

— AP/UNB photo

No breakthrough yet in

LONDON, May 5: Holdin
another round of back-to-bac
talks with Israeli and Pales-
tinian leaders, US Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright is
risking breakdown and seekiﬁ
a breakthrough in the stall
Mideast peace process, reports
AP.

Albright's aim is persuading
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu to better his offer of a
10 per cent pullback from the
West Bank.

She set up a Tuesday break-
fast meeting with Netanyahu,
their third session in less than
24 hours, and arranged a second

Int’l women’s

confce begins

in Kuwait

KUWAIT CITY. Mav 5: A
three-day international wom-
an's conference on the "Future
perspective for the Kuwaiti
women in the society” started
here on Monday to discuss ways
of boosting women's role in
Kuwait's economy. reports Xin-
hua.

Kuwaiti Minister of Plan-
ning and Minister of State for
Administrative Development
Affairs Ali Moussa al-Moussa
said in¥the inaugural speech
that women's contribution to
the Kuwaiti work force and
economy will double in the near
[uture. .

President of the women
committee Haifaa al Adb al-
Jaber told the conference that
the women in Kuwait account
for one third of its work force.

ME peace talks

meeting with Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat.

"Clearly the timetable has
been extended,” US State De-
artment spokesman James P
Euhin said. "We are ever so
slightly more hopeful.” But he
told reporters that "we do not
have compelling evidence the
meetings will yield a break-
through” and spoke of "grave
risks of disillusionment and
violence in the Middle East.”

Whatever was said (Privately
Monday. Israeli and Pales-

' tinian officials fought a public,

rhetorical duel.

Senior Palestinian negotia-
tor Saeb Erekat claimed Mon-
day that Netanyahu "presented
nothing whatsoever” in his
talks with Albright and was
simply drawing out the process.

Netanyahu said the next
move was up to Aralat, and the
US government continued to
play down expectations. At the
end of a first round of talks
Monday, Rubin said there was
no sign that mediators could
"bridge the gaps.”

Xinhua adds: King Hussein
of Jordan, Saudi Arabian King
Fahd Ibn Abdul Aziz and Egyp-
tian President Hosni Mubarak
on Monday expressed hope that
the Palestinian and I[sraeli
leaders will come out of the
London meeting with a break-

through in the stalled Mideast

peace process.

In his separate telephone
calls to Fahd and Mubarak,
Hussein ho that the London
meeting will be successful and
Lhe peace process see soine new
lights, particularly on the
Palestinian-Israeli track.
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Nurses on strike
in New Delhi

NEW DELHI, May 5: Hospi-
tals were paralysed and emer-
fency services thrown out of
gear here today as thousands of
nurses joined an indefinite
strike to demand higher wages
and perks, officials ‘said, re-
ports AFP.

Federal Health Ministry of-
ficials said the Indian capital's
28 staterun hospitals and emer-
fency services were "severely al-
ected by the strike by the
paramedics.

A spokeswoman from the
Delhi Nurses Union said some
11.000 nurses walked out of
wards early Tuesday and joined
sit-ins outside their hospitals.”

She said some of the nurses
also started a hunger strike
outside the Health Ministry to
demands higher wages and

erks such as washing al-
owances. house rent, quicker

romotion and better training
acilities.

Russia, China open
telephone hotline

BEIJING, May 5: Presidents
Jiang Zemin of China and Boris
Yeltsin of Russia have officiall
opened a telephone hotline lin
between them, the Foreign Min-
istry said today. reports AFP.

*This is the first hotline
telephone between the Chinese
and the leader of a for-
eign country, Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhu Bangzao told a
press briefing.

Last week China said it
would also set up a hotline with
the United States, US Secretary
of State Madeleine Albright and
China's Foreign Minister Tang
Jiaxuan signed a "hotline ac-
cord” last Wednesday.

China lashes out at Indian defence minister

Vajpayee upset with Fernandes' comment
describing China as enemy

NEW DELHI, May 5: Indian
Prime Minister Atal Behari Va-
Ea}rce is upset with his outspo-

en Defence Minister George
Fernandes, who described
China as India's number one
enemy, a newspaper said today,
reports AFP,

The Times of India said Vaj-
payee, who also holds the ex-
ternal affairs portfolio, plans
to advise his Cabinet colleagues
holding “sensitive” ministries
against making strong re-
marks.

“The prime minister is
learnt to be perturbed over his
defence minister's comments as
India and China are in the pro-
cess of strengthening their ties,”
the daily said of George Fer-
nandes.

Fernandes, a firebrand so-
cialist in the Hindu nationalist-
led coalition, told a private TV
network Sunday that India
faced a bigger threat [rom
China than arch-rival
istan.

He also said India. which
fought a brief but bitter war
with China in 1962, would
make nuclear weapons if it ran
out of options.

"China is tential threat
number one,” Fernandes said.

"The potential threat from
China is greater than that from
Pakistan, and any person who
is concerned about India’s secu-
rity must agree with that fact.”

He said China had stock-

t piled nuclear weapons in Tibet

along India's northern borders
and military airfields in Tibet
had been extended in the last

Pak-

six months.

He also said China was
training Myanmar's Army and
had set up a "massive electronic
surveillance establishment” on
Myanmar's Coco Islands on the
northern tip of India's An-
daman and Nicobar Islands.

Sino-Indian tensions eased
following a series of high-level
contacts which began after a
visit by then Indian Prime Min-
ister Rajv Gandhi to Beijing in
1988.

Fernandes is a long-time
critic of China and a supporter
of Tibet's independence. Last
month he alleged that China
had illegally built a helipad on
Indian territory.

Fernandes' comments fol-
lowed the first-ever visit to In-
dia by a chief of the Chinese
Army, General Fu Quanyou.

India says China still holds
40,000 square km of its terri-
tory in Kashmir, China lays
claim to a swathe of Indian ter-
ritory in the far eastern state of
Arunachal Pradesh.

On Monday, the Indian Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry, headed
by Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee, declined to comment
on Fernandes' remarks.

Indian newspapers also at-

tacked Fernandes today for his

comments with some describ-
ing them as "verbal ballistics”
which could harm Sino-Indian
lies.

The Indian Express said
verbal ballistics are a notori-
ously poor substitute for well
thought out defence sirategies..."

The Pioneer said Fernandes
ran the risk ol creating a
diplomatic row. "The govern-
ment will have to expend a sub-
stantial amount of political en-
ergy to diffuse the situation.”

e Times in an editorial ti-
tled "George and the Dragon”
cautioned the defence minister
and said he needed to learn
"prudence”.

"It is one thing to feel some-
one is an enemy and another to
tell the enemy precisely what

ou think of him. The former
eads to effective defence pre-
paredness and the latter to dy-
namic instability in which
your enemy begins to alter his
strategy.”

The mass-circulated Hindus-
tan Times urged Fernandes to
be more diplomatic.

"Fernandes would have done
well to keep to himself the
righteous indignation over
China's hegemonistic zeal in
this part of the globe as there is
very little room in interna-
tional diplomacy for shooting
from the hip."

AP adds: China lashed out
Tuesday at India’s defense min-
ister for describing Beijing as
his country's blg%fst military
threat’ and said the commert
could hurt chances of improved
diplomatic ties.

Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhu Bangzao said
China always worked for
friendly relations with its
neighbors, including India and
Pakistan, and "does not pose
any threat to any countries.”

Debate over vote counting continues

Ranariddh, Hun Sen talk directly
for 1st time in 10 months

PHNOM PENII. May 5: Cam-
bodian strongman Hun Sen and
deposed co-premier Prince
Norodom Ranariddh talked di-
rectly for the first time in 10
months today when they dis-
cussed by telephone a possible
compromise to overcome hur-
dles to July's scheduled elec-
tions, reports AFP.

Prince Ranariddh. who only
returned to Cambodia perma-
nently from exile on Monday,
interrupted a meeting with sup-
porters to take a call from Hun
Sen in which the powerful sec-
ond Prime Minister suggested
breaking the impasse which
could have led to an opposition
bovcott of the July 26 polls.

“They discussed compro-
mise." said a top aide to the
Prince. Neither Prince Ra-
nariddh nor Hun Sen made any
comment on the substance of
the call, but immediately after-
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said, AP reports from
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New ROK envoys for 16 countries:

South Korea on Tuesday appointed former presidential aide
assador to Austria in a major
diplomatic reshuffle that also affected France and 15 other
countries, AP says from Seoul.

The reshuffle was the most extensive since President Kim
Dae-jung's Eﬂvemment was Inaugurated in Febru

ad named former Prime Minister Lee
its new envoy to the United States.

Another quake

moderate earthquake measuring 4
the southern Japanese islands of Okinwa yesterday, but there

was no likelihood of tidal waves, the meteorological agency
said, AFP reports from Tokyo.

The :}:ﬂccntcr of the quake, which occurred at 11:53 am, was
n the East China sea off Okinwa's main island, the

Ban Ki-moon as its new am

Forest fire kills 15 in Mexico:

A forest fire in the mountains of southern Puebla state has

killed 15 people and injured 11, a state government spokesman

exico City.

ple also were reported missing, the spokesman, Ale-

_L?ndm Perez, saild Monday. Hot, d
ino phenomenon has contribut

burned more than 110,000 hectares in Mexico this year.

wards parliament began meet-
ing 1o discuss amendments to
the clectoral law.

Parliament was to discuss
three items including a delay in
the start of voter registration
from May 18 to May 23, the ap-
pointment of members to the
constitutional council and a
change in vote-counting loca-
tions.

The change in vote counting
locations has been the biggest
bone of contention.

The opposition wants votes
to be counted at the district or
provincial level rather than at
individual polling stations as
currently called for by the law.

Supporters of the prince
have said counting the votes at
individual polling stations
could subject voters to intimi-
dation and harassment as it
would allow political parties to
identify specific areas in which
they lost.

- -
1n Chlna: A Chinese bus
lunged off a bridge into the Yellow river, killing 22 people on
ard the Legal Daily reported today, AFP says from Beijing.
The bus, which was travelling to Zhengzhou in central
Henan Province, plunged 12.3 metres off the bridge into the
mighty Yellow river early Monday morning.

. South Ko-
ong-koo as

jolts Japan:a

on the Richter scale shook

weather blamed on the EL
to a rash of fires that have

Rioting escalates Iin

JAKARTA, May 5: Thou-
sands of rioters burned cars in a
Sumatran city and police fired
tear gas and rubber bullets at
rock-throwing students in
Jakarta on Tuesday as sharp
hikes in the cost of fuel and
transport kicked in, reports AP.

The violence came as the
government pushed through
reforms geared to lift Indonesi-
a's driﬂ:inﬁ economy, but sure to
deepen the economic pain of
millions of Indonesians.

"Everybody is now com-

laining about the prices,” said
ga}rah yamsiah, a 40-year-old
noodle vendor in Jakarta who
has six children. "Who will lis-
ten to us? Ordinary people are
crying.”

In the second day of violence
in the city of Medan, mobs
swarmed on to a main highway,
torched nine cars and attacked
shops owned by Chinese
shopkeepers, police said. The
ethnic Chinese minority, which
dominates commerce in the na-
tion of 200 million, was tar-

geted in deadly riols over price
increases in February.

It was not clear if the Medan
rioters were reacting to a 71 per
cent hike in the price of gaso-
line Tuesday as well as in-
creases in the cost of kerosene
and bus, train and ferry tickets.
A day earlier, police battled
students during an anti-gov-
ernment protest.

"There are thousand of angry

ple trying to burn houses.

hey are burning tires and
turning over cars." police Lt Col
Amrin Karim said. At least 20
anti-riot officers were injured
and 59 people arrested.

Campus unrest broke out in
Jakarta, where police lobbed
tear gas canisters and fired rub-
ber bullets at student protesters
demanding the ouster of Presi-
dent Suharto. At least 14 stu-
dents were injured in two
clashes.

Officers also fired warning
shots. They often use blanks to
disperse protesters.

The news that aid had been

Indonesia

resumed did little to soothe stu-
dent activists in Jakarta. Be-
sides the violence, about 200
protesters held a rare protest
outside Parliament, shouting
"Fight Suharto” and demand
the lowering of fuel prices.

Trucks of anti-riot police
parked nearby, bul did not
move to enforce a military ban
on street rallies. Gen Wiranto,
the military chief, has ordered
commanders nationwide to get
tough with unruly protesters.

tudents chanting for demo-
cratic reform also marched off
the campus at the National Sci-
ence and Technology Institute
in Jakarta. Hundreds of
protesters also gathered at a
campus in the Java island city
of Yogyakarta.

Angry over the fuel price
hike, bus drivers refused to
drive high school and univer-
sitv studens to classes in Ku-

paug. 1. 870 ki east ol the capi-
tal. Thous=inds ol students
marched in protest to the gov-

ernor's oflice.

Thef leader of rebel Sudan People's Liberation Army, Nhi

e —

al Deng Nhial, left, at the opening

session of peace talks in Nairobi with rebel spokesman John Luke Jok, listen to the
opening remarks by Kenyan Foreign Minister Bonya Godana Monday. Foreign Minister
Godana said the rebels and the Islamic government of President Omar el-Bashir have failed
to modify their stand on the most contentious issues.

— AP/UNB photo

National prize 1n
honour of Hosni
Mubarak’s
birthday

CAIRO, May 5: The Egyptian
parliament created an annual
national prize Monday. in hon-
our of President Hosni
Mubarak's 70th birthday. to
reward Egyptians for creative
work in five fields. reports AFP.

“The parliament unani-
mously adopted the bill to cre-
ate the Mubarak prize, which
beginning this year will dis-
burse a total of 500,000 pounds
to reward creativity in litera-
ture art, social sciences, science
and high technology.” parlia-
mentary officials said.

The Mubarak prize was pro-
posed by businessman Mohar-
mmad Abul Einein, one of 10
parliamentarians appointed by
the President.

Mubarak became President
after Anwar El-Sadat was as-
sassinated in 1981 and is the
longest-serving president since
Egypt became a republic in
1953. He is also its oldest presi-
dent.

King Birendra
urged to fire
Indian priest

KATMANDU. May 5: Reli-
Fluus leaders, lawyers and legis-
ators have asked King Birendra
to fire Nepal's most important
Hindu priest. whom they accuse
of corruption, news reports said
Tuesday, reports AP.

About 30 people submitted a
petition to the king Monday
with siﬁgna!ures of 128 members
of parliament asking for the
removal ~of Subramanyam
Shastri as head priest al
Pashupati, Nepal's biggest tem-
ple. They also asked that Shas-
tri be replaced with a Nepalese
priest — Pashupati priests are
traditionally from India's
southern Karnataka state,.

Shastri has refused to com-
ment on the allegations. The
king had no immediate re-
sponse to the petition.

Though he is not directly re-
sponsible for appointing
Pashupati priests, who are con-
sidered royal priests, King
Birendra has great influence
over the panel of priests that
does.

This Himalayan constitu-
tonal monarchy is the world's
only Hindu kingdom. Some 90
per cent of Nepal's 21 million
people are Hindu.

Shastri's critics accuse him
ol taking for his personal use
millions of rupees in cash.and

{ jewelry donated to the temple.

No nepotism, cronyism
in Malaysia : Mahathir

™
KUALA LUMPUR, May 5:
Prime Minister Mahathir Mo-

hamad Tuesda denied
Malaysia was suffering from
cronyism and nepotism,

charges often cited as reasons
for the economic crisis that
struck Southeast Asia, reports
AP.

“No nepotism, no cronyism
in Malaysia,” Mahathir told re-
porters after a meeting with
women activists of his party,
the United Malays National Or-
ganisation.

"Everyone is eligible to re-
ceive help from the govern-
ment," he said.

Unlike President Suharto in
Indonesia, Mahathir has faced
no accusations of directly using
his position to benefit his fam-
ily. But eyebrows were raised
when the national oil company
Petronas, through the state-
controlled Malaysian Interna-
tional Shipping Co, bought

shipping assets from a debt-
laden shipping company owned
by Mahathir's son.

Western commentators have
often cited close links between
top politicians and business-
men as one of the fatal weak-
nesses of Southeast Asian
economies.

Mahathir said many of his
relatives were poor and didn't
get help from him. His relatives
still live in his hometown in
rural northern Malaysia, he
said.

Mahathir also criticised US-
based ratings agency Standard
and Poor's for its assessment of
the Malaysian economy.

On April 17. the agency low-
ered its long-term foreign cur-
rency rating on Malaysia to
single-A-minus from single-A
and its long-term local currency
rating to double-A-minus from
double-A.

Iran defends its right to
attack Iraq-based rebels

TEHRAN, May 5: Iran said
Monday it reserved the right to
track down and hit armed
rebels launching cross-border
attacks from neighbouring
Iraq. criticising a US report
defining such moves as acts of
terrorism. reports AFP.

"The US State Department's
Report has interpreted our legit-
imate right to attack Iraq-based
rebels as acts of terrorism,” said
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Mahmud Mohammadi.

"Defending our border
dwellers and tracking down ter-
rorist elements along the bor-
der is the Islamic Republic’s le-
gitimate right.

“We have even informed the
United Nations of this,” he said,
quoted by Iran’'s official news
agency IRNA.

The US State Department, in
its annual report released
Thursday, said Iran was “"the
most active state sponsor of ter-
rorism" in 1997 despite the elec-
tion of moderate president Mo-
hammad Khatami.

Iranian security agents con-
ducted at least 13 assassina-
tions in 1997, the majority of
which targeted Iranian dissi-
dents based in northern Iraq,
the state de ent added.

But Mohammadi charged
that the United State's "opposi-
tion to terrorism is superficial.”

“It not only supports lsrael's
state terrorism but also (places)

no limitations on the activities

of the hypocrites on American

soil. although it has called it a

terrorist organisation,” he said.

referring to Iran's main armed

opposition group The People's
ujahideen.

" Lanka may resort

to conscription’

COLOMBO, May 5: As an
amnesty for deserters began
Tuesday, Sri Lanka's top gen-
eral was quoted as saying an
all-volunteer army may not be
enough to combat separatist
guerillas, reports AP.

General Anuruddha Ratwatte
told Sri Lankan newspaper
editors Monday that he may
have to resort to conscription if
campaigns to recruit 15.000
new soldiers and bring back
another 12,000 deserters fails.

The Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam, the main rebel
group, say the minority Tamils
can prosper only in their own
homeland in the north and east
of Sri Lanka. More than 52,000
people have died in the insur-
rection since 1983.

The military's offensive
against the rebels has stalled
several times in the past vears
while the army struggles to re-
place casualties. Sri Lanka, a
nation of 18 million peggg has
a military force of 114, i




